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Subcommittee on Resolution under section 3 of
the Dogs and Cats Ordinance (Cap. 167) and

Dogs and Cats (Amendment) Ordinance 1997 (97 of 1997)
(Commencement) Notice 1999

Introduction

At the Subcommittee meeting on 25 February 2000, the Administration undertook
to consider Members’ further comments on the proposed Dangerous Dogs Regulation (the
Regulation) and to provide Members with a further revised draft Regulation for
consideration.

The Revised Draft Regulation

2. We have made further amendments to the revised draft Regulation submitted to
the Subcommittee in October 1999 to further address Members’ concerns. The latest draft
Regulation is attached at the Enclosure. The amendments are underlined for reference. The
major amendments are summarised as follows -

(a) Sections 9(1) and (2) are amended such that the muzzling requirement proposed
for large dogs is removed. In addition, the length of leash for large dogs held by a
person in public places (regardless of whether indoors or outdoors) is standardised
to not more than 2 metres, except that large dogs tied to a fixed object at a length
of not more than 1.5 metres is still required because it would be safer if the dogs
are tied with a shorter leash in the absence of their owners or keepers;

(b) Section 2 is amended to remove the definitions of indoor and outdoor public
places in the light of the changes proposed in paragraph 2(a) above;

(c) Section 9 (2) is amended by adding “This Section does not apply to a large dog
which is in a country park or a special area within the meaning of the Country
Parks Ordinance (Cap. 208) or swimming at sea.” The proposed amendment
addresses Members’ concern that large dogs should be exempted from leashing
control in marine parks, as in country parks. Currently, there are three marine
parks (namely the Hoi Ha Wan Marine
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Park, the Yan Chau Tong Marine Park and the Sha Chau and Lung Kwu Chau
Marine Park), representing about 0.1 per cent of the area of local waters. As no
evidence suggests that large dogs swimming at sea pose a high risk to public
safety, we accept Members’ suggestion and further extend the exemption to cover
other sea areas to provide more scope for large dogs to exercise off leash; and

(d) Sections 20 (2) and (3) are deleted such that no ex-gratia allowance would be
provided to owners surrendering existing fighting dogs to the Director of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation during the transitional period.

3. Members have also suggested that more time should be given to dog owners to
familiarise with the exemption examination for large dogs before the leashing requirement
takes legal effect. Given the greater risk that fighting dogs and known dangerous dogs pose
to public safety, we plan to bring the parts of the Regulation related to control of these dogs
into operation as soon as possible after the whole Regulation is approved by the Legislative
Council. To address Members’ concern about the exemption examination for large dogs, we
intend to bring the parts of the Regulation concerning control of large dogs (i.e. Part III)
into operation six months later. We believe that during this period owners of large dogs
should be able to familiarise with the exemption examination We will state our intention
clearly when we move the Regulation in the Legislative Council.

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
/Environment and Food Bureau
15 March 2000






























