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“vicious™ dogs are proliferating at county,
municipal and other local levels of govern-
ment throughout the country.
These measures are not confined to partic-
ular segments of the nation. They have
sprung up in rural hamlets and major metro-

I awrarnredat so-called “dangerous” or

where a particularly odious measure has
crystallized public attention to the phe-

nomenon of “dangerous dog” laws. The

proposed bill by Mayor Rudolph Giuliani's

administration would require owners of pit

bulls to obtain $100,000 in liability insur-

ance and would increase the fines imposed

for harboring dogs deemed to be dan-
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They are spreading from
community to community;
take steps to provide
substitutes for laws before
they are passed

inate the current provision that pro-
vides a dog with the defenses of
“provocation” or “excused behavior” if
it acted aggressively to defend itself
from harassment or abuse.

Regardless of the disposition of the
dogs they target, these measures pose
substantial dangers to responsible dog owners and their

laws usually have several common features, including pro-
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“You can gaze at a dog with-
out the threat or weirdness of
staring at a person. | can stare
at Fay (Wray] and gaze at
every inch of her without her
fecling invaded. I could never
do that with a person.”

Saxony Kennels

* Ch. Stud Service
* Puppies avail. occasionaily
for show, fleki, obedience
* Top Engilsh & Amer.
bioodiines
Jack & Helaine Wiener
818-894-8890
16652 ltasca St.
North Hills, CA 81343

—William Wegman
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Interested in the Weimaraner?

Let us help before you buy. We will
gladly send you information an this

mast versalile breed. -
Sample copy, Wetmaraner Magazine: $3.00
UB CA

324 Sundew Dr., Belleville, IL 62221 618-236-1466

Irish Setter Club of America, Ine

e e e e L e
FOUNDED 1891
For more information contact:
Larry Larkin
142 Kortney Drive, Weatherford, TX 76087
(817) 441-8276
httpe//www.smofrio.com/clnbe/IRISH SETTER CLUB_OF AMERICA/
For & sample copy of our bi-monthiy publication and breed infor~
masion, please send $10.00 to cover postage & handiing.
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» Champion stud service
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Ann Serak
12401 Kraut Rd.
Sturtevant, W1 53177
Ph: 414-886-2195
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's usually arise in response to a particular
nt, often involving a child. Governmentali
personnel brook little registance in submit-
to the politicians who uitimately enact the
ed by media frenzy.
ce that leads to enactment of these mea-
og owners at a significant disadvantage.
with a strategic conundrum: Shouid they
test the “dangerous dog” laws and risk the
nying their opposition, or should they try
ith the proponents and attempt to mold a
e law?
easy answers to this question. Reasonable
son the approach that should be taken in
‘se circumstances.
hwhile approach is proposing substitutes
dog” measures. Giving other options can
y concerns, create a less hostile climate
s and actually bring about constructive
y be in the best interests of all concerned.

OFFER ALTERNATIVES

u of 10 suggestions that can be proposed
:als in an attempt to avert or deter the
innecessary and excessive “dangerous

dog owners. Provide instructional guid-
-erials regarding responsible dog owner-
dividuals, especially new dog owners. The
should be user-friendly and geared to chil-

gessions. Require dog owners whose dogs
unduly aggressive or anti-social behavior
training sessions.
ity service, Establish arrangements for
f dogs that have displayed unacceptably
‘e behavior to participate in the animal
nity service, such as riding with animal con-
are answering calls from the community.
Give citations to individuals whose dogs
rlems, requiring them to be answerable in
al meeting with animal control personnel.

Fact gathering. Gather information on the number
S of dog bites and other incidents and the underlying
circumstances in order to reach determinations
based on data rather than the unfounded assumptions
that often characterize these laws. This information is
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critical for future reference when animal issues in legisla-
tion are addressed so policies of law can be based on data
and real need rather than conjecture.
) Warnings. Give formal, written warnings to dog
6 § owners following anti-social behavior and notify
neighbors of the dogs’ presence in the community..
Designations. Require signage indicating the pres-
ence of dogs on the premises to be posted at
homes and other facilities.
Apimal advisory council. Establish an animal .
advisory council to address problems concerning
dogs and other animals in the community; mem- 2
bers can be drawn from diverse sectors, including ani- 33
mal control personnel, elected officials, veterinarians 3
a.nd dog owners.
Enforce existing laws. Extstmg laws that are on
the books that deal with aberrant animal behavior
or irresponsible conduct by an owner should be
enforced where applicable.
Alternative dispute resolution. Encourage the
]o use of arbitration, mediation and other efficient
and economic means to resolving dog-related 3}
disputes, especially among neighbors. 3

These 10 steps are not substitutes for responsible dog 48
ownership. But the accountability of dog owners should
be balanced against the responsibility for rational action 3
by political figures and legislators. Adoption of these 10 §
steps might stem the need for unnecessary and excessive 3
dog laws, while curing the problems dogs occasionally §
can impose in the community.

Not all of these tips will work in every situation, but dog
owners should be prepared to advocate some or all of §
these steps as alternatives to harsh laws that often arise §
out of hysteria regarding dogs. :

Marshall H. Tanick is an attorney with the Twin Cities law ¥
firm of Mansfield, Tanick & Cohen, P.A. He serves as §
National Counsel to the American Dog Qwners Association
and other dog-related organizations. ¥4 :
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Wfl!l '-_5[ IEh!"d . Angel Flight Labradors TEALBROOKEL{ O !
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3936 Purchase inquiries
Jovemylabs.com @ Qkla.City,OK L

Call now!
(319) 277-5293

email:afk@cfu.net

Guaranteed black,
yeliow & chocofate
puppies by reserva-

tion. Sired by our AKC

Master Hunters.
We train your retriev-
ers tor hunting and
« Yellows AKC Hunt tests.
« Blacks ara Genthnes
$530-997-3
» Chocolates > )7-5344

visit our website: www.d11web.com/T/TealtrookKennels
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BIG RIVER LABRADORS
“The Uitimate for Pet, Field and Show”
“Bred specially for you™

* Trained dogs accasionatly
* For sale: 3 brood bitches

- Show, Champion & Fieid -

* AKC pups
Yellow. black & choc.

OUAUTY Champmn Sited AKC pups for sae. 1
Hlps/elhows/eves and heaith certified & §
‘. guaranteed 2-1/2 vrs. Bred for temperament,
intetligerce, hunting sense & conformatien
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* Stud service (3)

All stock x-rayed
Shewsby-app't only
You'va seen the rest. now see the SEST!

‘ . & D. Clark » P.0O.Box 426 Newport, WA-988SE.
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