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Legislative Council Panel on Education

Attendance at Council Meetings of
the University Grants Committee-funded Institutions

Introduction

At the Panel meeting on 17 May 1999, Members requested the University Grants
Committee(UGC)-funded institutions to provide the attendance records of individual
council members in the past two years for their information. The Administration has
coordinated the institutions’ input as set out in the following paragraphs.

Attendance Records of Council Members

2. In a response to a Legislative Council question asked on 31 March 1999, the
Administration informed Members of the average attendance rates of council members of
the UGC-funded institutions in 1998, details of which are set out below -

Institution Number of
Council meetings

in 1998

Average
attendance rate

City University of Hong Kong 3 79%
Hong Kong Baptist University 4 67%
(Former)Lingnan College 4 71%
Chinese University of Hong Kong 3 66%
Hong Kong Institute of Education 3 73%
Hong Kong Polytechnic University 4 62%
Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology

2 75%

University of Hong Kong 3 60%

3. As regards attendance records of individual members, the Administration and
some institutions have sought legal advice on the legal aspects of releasing such data. The
Administration has been advised that the attendance record of an individual member is a
form of “personal data” as defined in the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance (PDPO) and
must be handled in accordance with PDPO. In essence, the PDPO requires that if the
disclosure of personal data is not related to the original purpose(s) of collecting such data,
the data subject’s voluntary and express consent should be sought. As the keeping of
council members’ attendance records is generally not for the purpose of public disclosure,
institutions find it appropriate to seek the consent of individual council members before
releasing the data.
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4. Having consulted the views of individual council members, six of the eight UGC-
funded institutions have submitted the attendance records of their members (Annex A) in
the past two years. For the remaining two institutions, the Hong Kong Baptist University
decided that the matter should be further discussed at its next council meeting (tentatively
scheduled for mid- October 1999) and the Chinese University of Hong Kong considered it
inappropriate to disclose such data.

5. It should be noted that the attendance rate of an individual member is not the only
or the most important indicator his/her contribution to the council and the institution. A lot
of council business is transacted by circulation of papers or through committees.
Attendance rate also does not reflect the quality of individual members’ inputs at the
meetings.

Future Practice

6. For the purpose of transparency, the Administration has recently issued an
internal circular advising bureaux and departments to disclose to the public upon request
the attendance records of individual members of Government advisory bodies. As regards
tertiary institutions, which are autonomous statutory bodies, the Administration will draw
their attention to this new practice. Furthermore, in respect of all future appointments of
council members made by the Chief Executive (or the Chief Executive as Chancellor), we
will inform the appointees upon appointment that their attendance records will be released
upon request.

Education and Manpower Bureau
September 1999



Annex A

Content

Annex A(1)－ Attendance records of council members of the City University of Hong
Kong (with bilingual membership list)

Annex A(2)－ Attendance records of council members of the former Lingnan College
(with bilingual membership list)

Annex A(3)－ Attendance records of council members of the Hong Kong Institute of
Education (with bilingual membership list)

Annex A(4)－ Attendance records of council members of the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University (with bilingual membership list)

Annex A(5)－ Attendance records of council members of the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology (with bilingual membership list)

Annex A(6)－ Attendance records of council members of the University of Hong Kong
(with bilingual membership list)
















































