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Public Accounts Committee’s consideration of
the Director of Audit’s Report No. 32

In considering Chapter 4 of the Director of Audit’s Report No. 32 on “The
Administration of the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance and Social Security
Allowance Schemes”, the Public Accounts Committee has the following observation which
it wishes to refer to the Home Affairs Panel for follow-up.

2. The Committee notes that in applying for Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance (CSSA), an applicant has to give an undertaking in the CSSA Scheme
Application Form which states that the applicant consents to any investigations into the
circumstances relating to his receipt of CSSA being carried out by the Social Welfare
Department (SWD), including but not limited to asking the Immigration Department/other
government departments/other parties to match his personal data relating to his receipt of
CSSA with his personal data held by such other departments or such other parties and those
of the other members of his household; and that he also consents to such government
departments and parties providing the requested data and records to the SWD. A copy of
the application form, with the relevant undertaking highlighted, is attached for your
reference.

3. The Committee suggests the Home Affairs Panel to consider, in the light of the
Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance, whether it is necessary to limit the government
departments/parties with which the SWD could conduct data matching in relation to
applications for CSSA.

(Ms Miranda HON)
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