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Control of rice import
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#(2) Hon SIN Chung-Kkai (Oral reply)

Regarding the pilot scheme to provide training for young school leavers and the
unemployed people so that they can take up jobs as junior information technology
("1T") assistants, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) of the measures to ensure the quality of the training course;

(b) of the criteria it will use adopt to assess if the pilot scheme is successful; if the
scheme is found to be successful, whether it will consider expanding the
training capacity of the scheme through participation by private training bodies;
if it will consider, the details of it; if it will not consider, the reasons for that;
and

(c) whether the Government will review the entry qualifications for relevant
government posts so that graduates from the course may apply; if so, the
details of it?
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Oral reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the time normally taken by the authority to process visit visa
applications by passport holders from those Middle-East countries which
have not been granted visa-free entry to Hong Kong; and

(b) whether it has compared such processing time with that taken by the
relevant authorities of each of our major competitors in tourism such as

Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and the Mainland; if it has, of the details
of such comparison?
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Sound emitting devices installed at traffic light posts
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Testing of pigs for Clenbuterol
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Ir Dr Hon HO Chung-tai (Oral reply)
The Government is planning to introduce a new statutory scheme of preventive
maintenance of buildings. In this connection, will the Government inform this

Council:

(@) of the scientific basis or approach it will use in identifying buildings for
inclusion in the scheme;

(b) of the technical criteria it will adopt to determine whether the preventive
maintenance works that have been carried out are complying with the statutory
requirements under the scheme; and

(c) of the additional manpower resources it will allocate to the Buildings
Department to implement the new scheme?
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Explosives found in construction site
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Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Written Reply)

With regard to the staff recruitment exercise conducted by the Mandatory Provident
Fund Schemes ("MPFS") Authority, will the Government inform this Council
whether it knows:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

the establishment of the MPFS Authority; the respective numbers of posts at
various ranks for which letters of appointment have been issued and are yet to
be issued as at the end of December last year, together with a breakdown by
departments;

how the current progress of the staff recruitment exercise of the MPFS
Authority compares with the original schedule; if the progress has lagged
behind the original schedule,

(i) the reasons for that;

(ii) if the work of the MPFS Authority has been adversely affected; if it has
not, the reasons for that; and

(iii) the measures the Management Board of the MPFS Authority will adopt to
expedite the progress of the recruitment exercise;

whether the Administration and the Management Board of the MPFS Authority
have set deadlines for the completion of the recruitment exercise to ensure
smooth operation of the MPFS Authority; if they have, of the deadlines and the
measures the Administration or the Management Board of the MPFS Authority
will adopt to ensure that the recruitment exercise will be completed before the
deadlines; and

of the entry salaries for various ranks as set by the Management Board of the
MPFS Authority, with a breakdown by departments; and how they compare
with the entry salaries for comparable posts in other organizations?
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Hon Christine LOH (Written Reply)
With regard to the unsightly and environmentally unfriendly dumping of scrap
vehicles on private land in the New Territories, will the Administration inform this

Council:

@ of the estimated area of land used for storing scrap vehicles and the
estimated number of scrap vehicles on private land in the New Territories;

(b) whether it has assessed if there has been an increase in the use of private
land for storing scrap vehicles over the last five years;

(© of the existing legislation restricting the use of private land for storing
scrap vehicles and how it is enforced,;

(d) whether the Government plans to make legislative amendments
prohibiting land owners from storing scrap vehicles on private land;

(e) of the alternative means of disposing scrap vehicles; and

()] whether it has offered any incentives for car owners to have their
unwanted vehicles recycled?
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LPG taxi and minibus schemes
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(11) Hon Emily LAU(Written Reply)

The Hospital Authority (“HA”) is planning to reform the medical staff structure and
reduce the starting salary of newly recruited doctors. It is proposed under the plan
that the current ranks of Medical Officer, Senior Medical Officer and Consultant
will be replaced by the ranks of Resident Doctor, Specialist |1 and Specialist II. In
this connection, will the Executive Authorities inform this Council:

(@) whether they know:

(i) if the level of remuneration set by the HA for its newly recruited doctors
is comparable to the level of entry pay for staff of a comparable rank in
government departments for this year;

(ii) of the total number of Consultant posts created by the HA in the past five
years, together with a breakdown of such posts by reasons for their
creation; and

(iii) of the HA’s target establishment of Specialists 1l and how it compares
with the current establishment of Consultants; and

(b) of the measures in place to ensure that the adoption of a new medical staff
structure by the HA will not result in an increase in public spending?
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Hon Christine LOH (Written reply)

Regarding the measures to reduce air pollution, will the Government inform this
Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

of the respective weights of major pollutants, including Total Suspended
Particulates, Respirable Suspended Particulates, Nitrogen Dioxides and volatile
hydrocarbons, emitted by all pollution sources in 1998;

of the expected amount of annual reduction in the coming five years, in
absolute and percentage terms, in the emission of each of these pollutants
resulting from the implementation of the measures to reduce vehicle emissions,
as outlined in the reply to a written question of this Council of 27 October
1999, and a breakdown of such figures attributable to each measure;

how the expected overall emission reduction in (b),

(i) compares to the targets set in the 1999 Policy Address; and

(if) translates into improvement in the air quality in and assists in achieving
the Air Quality Objectives for various districts; and

(d) whether it has assessed, upon implementation of all such measures in (b), if the

air quality in Hong Kong will meet all the Air Quality Objectives by 2005, and
if the assessment result is in the negative, of the other measures it will take?
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Payment of interests for remitted funds
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Policy on minibuses
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Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)

It was reported that, upon the expiry of short-term leases for spaces in a building at
Oil Street, previously used by Government Supplies Department the artists there,
will be offered to spaces in the former To Kwa Wan abattoir for a period of three
years. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council whether:

@ it has plans to offer alternative accommodation to the artists concerned
upon expiry of the three-year period; and

(b) it has formulated measures to promote art, and provide assistance to local
artists, such as through the provision of low-cost exhibition venues and

workshops?
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Sharp rise in air pollution index
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written reply)

The Hong Kong International Airport (“HKIA”) has been commended a few times
by different international travel magazines and institutes since it came into
operation in 1998. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council
whether the Airport Authority has any plans to develop HKIA into an international
aviation hub of the world; if so, of the measures it has taken so far?



#(18)

FJ |

o m s A B P R R PR A

Hon Bernard CHAN (Written reply)

It was reported that the Octopus card now being used for travelling on MTR, buses
and ferries may be used for other purposes next year, such as shopping in
convenience stores. Will the Government inform this Council if such reports are
true and how the Government is going to regulate that?

(to be revised)
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Selling of pirated optical disks by mailing
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#(20) Hon Cyd HO (Written reply)

According to a preliminary analysis of data from a survey by the Public doctors
Association, consultants and senior medical officers in public hospitals work on
average 60 hours a week, medical officers 70 hours and housemen 100 hours,
including on-call time. In this connection, will the Administration inform this
Council whether:

(@) it knows if the Hospital Authority ("HA™) has conducted any surveys on the
average number of hours worked by medical officers of various ranks; if HA
has conducted such surveys, of the detailed findings;

(b) it has assessed the implication impacts of the long working hours of medical
staff on the quality of health care services; if it has, of the assessment results;

(c) of the measures to reduce the working hours of medical officers in public
hospitals; and

(d) it has assessed if the HA has breached Article 7(d) of the International
Covenant on Economic, social and Cultural Rights, which recognizes the right
of everyone to the enjoyment of just and favorable conditions of work, which
ensure rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of working hours in setting a
work schedule of long working hours for its medical officers?



