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LEQ SLATI VE COUNCI L

M NUTES

No. 8

M nutes of the neeting held on Wednesday 17 Novenber 1999 at 2:30 pm

Menbers present:

Pr esi dent
The Hon Ms Rita FAN, &BS, JP

The Hon Kenneth TI NG Who-shou, JP
The Hon Janes TIEN Pei-chun, JP
The Hon David CHU Yu-lin

The Hon HO Sai -chu, SBS, JP

The Hon Cyd HO Sau-| an

The Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP
The Hon Al bert HO Chun-yan

The Hon M chael HO Min-ka

Ir Dr the Hon Raynond HO Chung-tai, JP
The Hon LEE W ng-tat

The Hon LEE Cheuk-yan

The Hon Martin LEE Chu-m ng, SC, JP
The Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP

The Hon LEE Kai -m ng, SBS, JP

The Hon Fred LI WAh-m ng, JP

Dr the Hon LU M ng-wah, JP
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Prof the Hon NG Chi ng-fai
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Ms Selina CHOW LI ANG Shuk-yee,
Ronal d ARCULLI, JP

MA Fung- kwok

Janmes TO Kun-sun

CHEUNG Man- kwong

Anbr ose CHEUNG W ng-sum JP
HUI Cheung- chi ng

Christine LOH

CHAN Kwok- keung

CHAN Yuen- han

Ber nard CHAN

CHAN W ng- chan

CHAN Kam | am

Dr the Hon LEONG Che- hung, JP

The
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JP

M's Sophi e LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, JP

LEUNG Yi u- chung

Gary CHENG Kai - nam JP
SI N Chung- kal

Andr ew WONG Wang-fat, JP

Dr the Hon Philip WONG Yu- hong

The Hon WONG Yung- kan

The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, JP

The Hon Howard YOUNG JP

Dr the Hon YEUNG Sum



The Hon YEUNG Yi u- chung

The Hon LAU Chi n-shek, JP

The Hon LAU Kong-wah

The Hon Ms Mriam LAU Ki n-yee, JP
The Hon Anbrose LAU Hon-chuen, JP
The Hon Em |y LAU Wi -hing, JP

The Hon CHOY So-yuk

The Hon Andrew CHENG Kar -f oo

The Hon SZETO Wah

The Hon Ti nothy FOK Tsun-ting, SBS, JP
The Hon TAM Yi u-chung, GBS, JP
The Hon FUNG Chi - ki n

Dr the Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP

Menber s absent:
Dr the Hon David LI Kwok-po, JP
The Hon LAU Wong-fat, GBS, JP

The Hon LAW Chi - kwong, JP

Public officers attending:

The Honourable Elsie LEUNG O -sie, JP
The Secretary for Justice

M Ni cholas NG Wng-fui, JP
Secretary for Transport

M Dom ni ¢ WONG Shi ng-wah, JP
Secretary for Housing

M Joseph WONG W ng-pi ng, GBS, JP
Secretary for Educati on and Manpower

M ss Deni se YUE Chung-yee, JP
Secretary for the Treasury



M St ephen | P Shu-kwan, JP
Secretary for Econom c Services

M David LAN Hong-tsung, JP
Secretary for Hone Affairs

Dr YEOH Eng- ki ong, JP
Secretary for Health and Wl fare

Clerks in attendance:
M Ri cky FUNG Choi - cheung, JP, Secretary Ceneral
M LAW Kam sang, JP, Deputy Secretary GCeneral

Ms Paul i ne NG Man-wah, Assistant Secretary Ceneral

(1)



Tabling of Papers

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule
21(2) of the Rules of Procedure:

Subsidiary Legi sl ation L. N. No.
1. Immgration (Arendnent) Regul ation 1999 273/ 99

(gazetted on 12.11.1999)

2. Estate Agents (Licensing) (Arendnent) Regul ation 274/ 99
1999 (gazetted on 12.11.1999)

3. Designation of Miseuns (Arendnent) (No. 2) Oder 275/ 99
1999 (gazetted on 12.11.1999)

4. Legal Practitioners (Fees) (Anendnent) Rules 276/ 99
1999 (gazetted on 12.11.1999)

Q her Papers

No. 29 - Report of the Director of Audit on the Accounts of
t he Gover nnent of t he Hong Kong Speci a
Adm ni strative Region for the year ended 31 March
1999 (published on 17.11.1999)

No. 30 - Report No. 33 of the Director of Audit on the
results of value for noney audits - QOctober 1999
(published on 17.11.1999)

No. 31 - Sir Edward Youde Menorial Fund
Report of the Board of Trustees for the period 1
April 1998 to 31 March 1999 (published on
11.11.1999)

No. 32 - Secretary for Hone Affairs I ncorporated
St atenment of Accounts for the year ended 31 March
1999 (published on 11.11.1999)

No. 33 - Accounts of the Government for the year ended 31
March 1999 (published on 17.11.1999)

Questi ons
1. Hon LAU Kong-wah asked Question 1.

The Secretary for Transport replied.



Ei ght Menbers asked suppl enentaries and the Secretary for
Transport replied.

2. Hon CHOY So-yuk asked Question 2.
The Secretary for Econonmi c Services replied.
10 Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Econom ¢ Services repli ed.

3. Hon YEUNG Yi u-chung asked Question 3.
The Secretary for Education and Manpower repli ed.
Seven Menbers asked supplenmentaries and the Secretary for
Educati on and Manpower replied.

4, Hon Al bert HO asked Question 4.
The Secretary for Transport replied.
Seven Menbers asked supplenmentaries and the Secretary for
Transport replied.

5. Hon M chael HO asked Question 5.
The Secretary for Health and Welfare repli ed.
Seven Menbers asked supplenmentaries and the Secretary for
Health and Welfare replied.

6. Hon LEE Wng-tat asked Question 6.
The Secretary for Transport replied.

Five Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Transport replied.

Witten replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Menbers
i nformation.

Bills

First Reading
Duti abl e Conmodities (Amendnent) Bill 1999

The Bill was read the first tine and ordered to be set down
for Second Reading pursuant to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.



Second Readin
Duti abl e Conmodities (Amendnent) Bill 1999

The Secretary for the Treasury noved the Second Reading and
addressed t he Council .

Question on the Second Readi ng proposed. The President stated
that in accordance with Rule 54(4) of the Rules of Procedure,

the debate was adjourned and the Bill was referred to the
House Commi ttee.

Housi ng Managers Regi stration Bil

Resunption of Second Readi ng debate

The debate on the Second Readi ng which had been noved on 7 July
1999 resuned.

The Secretary for Housing spoke on the Bill.

A Menber spoke on the Bill and the Secretary for Housing
replied.

Anot her Menber spoke on the Bill.
Question on the Second Readi ng put and agreed to.

Bill read the second tine and conmtted to a Conmttee of the
whol e Counci | .

Commi ttee Stage

The Council went into Conmttee and considered the Housing
Managers Registration Bill.

Question that clauses 1 to 31 stand part of the Bill proposed,
put and agreed to.

The Council then resuned.

Third Reading

The Secretary for Housing reported that

t he Housi ng Managers Regi stration Bil
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had passed through Commttee w thout anendnent. He noved that
the Bill be read the third time and do pass.
Question on the Third Readi ng proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the third tine and passed.

I ndustrial Training (Construction Industry) (Amendnent) Bill
1999

Resunption of Second Readi ng debate

The debate on the Second Reading which had been nmoved on
13 Cctober 1999 resuned.

Question on the Second Readi ng put and agreed to.

Bill read the second tine and conmtted to a Conmttee of the
whol e Counci | .

Commi ttee Stage

The Council went into Commttee and considered the |ndustrial
Training (Construction Industry) (Amendnment) Bill 1999.

Question that clauses 1 to 6 stand part of the Bill proposed,
put and agreed to.

New cl ause 7 read the first tine.

The Secretary for Education and Manpower noved the Second
Readi ng of new clause 7 and addressed the Conmittee.

Question on the Second Reading of new clause 7 proposed, put
and agreed to.

New cl ause 7 read the second tine.

The Secretary for Education and Manpower noved the addition of
new clause 7 to the Bill.

Question on the addition proposed, put and agreed to.

The Council then resuned.

Third Readi ng

The Secretary for Education and Manpower reported that
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the I ndustrial Training (Construction Industry)
(Amendnent) Bill 1999

had passed through Comrittee with an amendnent. He noved t hat
the Bill be read the third tine and do pass.

Question on the Third Readi ng proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the third tinme and passed.

Menbers' WMbtions

Education on nedia literacy

Hon Cyd HO noved the followng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

That this Council urges the authorities to pronpote education
on nedia literacy across the board so as to foster nedia self-
regul ation, and at the sane tinme safeguard freedom of speech
and of the press.

Question on Hon Cyd HO s notion proposed.

The President stated that Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung would nove an
amendnent to the notion and that Hon Al bert HO would al so nove
an anmendnent to Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung's proposed anendnment. In
accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the nption, the
amendnent, and the anendment to the anendnent woul d be debat ed
together in a joint debate.

Hon YEUNG Yi u-chung noved the follow ng amendnent to Hon Cyd
HO s notion and addressed the Council:

To delete “so as to foster nedia self-regulation, and at the
sane tine safeguard’” and substitute with “and hopes that the

nmedia will expeditiously set up an effective self-regulatory
mechani sm which, at the same tinme as it safeguards”; and to
add “, also protects personal privacy and preserves public

norality” after “freedom of speech and of the press”.

Question on Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung's anmendnent to Hon Cyd HO s
noti on proposed.

Hon Al bert HO noved the follow ng anendnent to Hon YEUNG Yi u-
chung' s proposed anendnent and addressed the Council:

To add “, opposes the establishnent of a governnent-appointed
press council” after “media literacy across the board”; to

13

del et e , at the sanme tine as it” after “effective self-



- 82 -

regul atory nechanism which”; and to delete “also” from “al so
protects personal privacy”.

Question on Hon Al bert HO s anmendnent to Hon YEUNG Yi u-chung's
amendnent proposed.

A Menber spoke on the notion and the anmendnents.

At 5:11 pm the President's Deputy took the chair during the
tenporary absence of the President.

Anot her 12 Menbers spoke on the notion and the anmendnents.
Hon Cyd HO spoke on the anmendnents.
At 6:33 pm the President resuned the chair.

The Secretary for Home Affairs spoke on the notion and the
amendnent s.

Question on Hon Al bert HO s anendnent to Hon YEUNG Yi u-chung's
anendnent put and agreed to.

Question on Hon YEUNG Yi u-chung's anendnent, as amended by Hon
Al bert Ho, to Hon Cyd HO s notion put and agreed to.

Hon Cyd HO repli ed.

Question on Hon Cyd HO s notion as anended by Hon YEUNG Yi u-
chung' s amendnent, which had been anended by Hon Al bert Ho, put.

Hon Al bert HO clained a division. The President then ordered
the Council to divide wunder Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 21 were present, 18 were in favour
of the notion and three abstained; while anong the Menbers
returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Commttee, 25 were present, 21
were in favour of the notion and three abstained. (Voting
record in the Appendix.) Since the question was agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she
declared that Hon Cyd HO s notion as anended by Hon YEUNG Yi u-
chung's anmendnent which had been anended by Hon Al bert Ho was
carried.

The Government's policy on the engagenent of consultants

Hon NG Leung-sing noved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :
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That this Council urges the Governnent to review the policy on
t he engagenent of consultants in order that it can better neet
the social devel opnent needs of the Special Admnistrative
Regi on; the policy should include the foll ow ng consi derations:

(1) consultants should not be engaged to discharge the duties
of Governnent departnents;

(2) the rewar d and puni shnment mechani sm  shoul d be
strengthened so that the perfornmance of the consultants
engaged can be realistically and effectively nonitored;

(3) ensuring that the expertise of the consultants engaged
mat ches Hong Kong's actual circunstances so as to achieve
t he best value for noney; and

(4) wthout violating relevant i nt ernati onal agreenents,
paying regard to the interests of the local consulting
profession and striving to effect technology transfer
when engagi ng foreign consultancy firns.

Question on the notion proposed.

Ni ne Menbers spoke on the notion.

Prof Hon NG Ching-fai drew the attention of the President to

the absence of a quorum The President directed the Cerk to

sumon Menbers to the neeting. A quorumwas then present.

A Menber and the Secretary for the Treasury spoke on the
not i on

Hon NG Leung-sing repli ed.

Question on the notion put and agreed to.

Next Meeting

The President declared that the next neeting of the Council
woul d be held on 24 Novenber 1999 at 2:30 pm

The Council was adjourned at 8:44 pm

(Ms Rita FAN)



Pr esi dent

Counci | Chanber
Hong Kong



