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LEQ SLATI VE COUNCI L

M NUTES

No. 9

M nutes of the neeting held on Wednesday 24 Novenber 1999 at 2:30 pm

Menbers present:

Pr esi dent
The Hon Ms Rita FAN, &BS, JP

The Hon Kenneth TI NG Who-shou, JP
The Hon Janes TIEN Pei-chun, JP
The Hon David CHU Yu-lin

The Hon HO Sai -chu, SBS, JP

The Hon Cyd HO Sau-| an

The Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP
The Hon Al bert HO Chun-yan

The Hon M chael HO Min-ka

Ir Dr the Hon Raynond HO Chung-tai, JP
The Hon LEE W ng-tat

The Hon LEE Cheuk-yan

The Hon Martin LEE Chu-m ng, SC, JP
The Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP

The Hon LEE Kai -m ng, SBS, JP

Dr the Hon David LI Kwok-po, JP

The Hon Fred LI WAh-m ng, JP



Dr the Hon LU M ng-wah, JP

The Hon NG Leung-sing

Prof the Hon NG Chi ng-fai
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Hon

Mar gar et NG

Ms Selina CHOW LI ANG Shuk-yee,
Ronal d ARCULLI, JP

MA Fung- kwok

Janmes TO Kun-sun

CHEUNG Man- kwong

Anbr ose CHEUNG W ng-sum JP
HUI Cheung- chi ng

Christine LOH

CHAN Kwok- keung

CHAN Yuen- han

Ber nard CHAN

CHAN W ng- chan

CHAN Kam | am

Dr the Hon LEONG Che- hung, JP

The
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The

Hon

Hon

Hon

Hon

Hon

JP

M's Sophi e LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, JP

LEUNG Yi u- chung

Gary CHENG Kai - nam JP
SI N Chung- kai

Andr ew WONG Wang-fat, JP

Dr the Hon Philip WONG Yu- hong

The Hon WONG Yung- kan

The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, JP

The Hon Howard YOUNG JP



Dr the Hon YEUNG Sum

The Hon YEUNG Yi u-chung

The Hon LAU Chi n-shek, JP

The Hon LAU Kong-wah

The Hon LAU Wbng-fat, GBS, JP

The Hon Ms Mriam LAU Ki n-yee, JP
The Hon Anbrose LAU Hon-chuen, JP
The Hon Em |y LAU Wi - hing, JP
The Hon CHOY So-yuk

The Hon Andrew CHENG Kar -f oo

The Hon SZETO Wah

The Hon LAW Chi - kwong, JP

The Hon TAM Yi u-chung, GBS, JP
The Hon FUNG Chi - ki n

Dr the Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP

Menber absent:

The Hon Tinothy FOK Tsun-ting, SBS, JP

Public officers attending:

M M chael SUEN M ng-yeung, GBS, JP
The Chief Secretary for Adm nistration

The Honour abl e Donal d TSANG Yam kuen, JP
The Fi nancial Secretary

The Honourable Elsie LEUNG O -sie, JP
The Secretary for Justice

M CHAU Tak- hay, JP
Secretary for Trade and Industry

M  Gordon SIU Kw ng-chue, JP
Secretary for Planning, Environnent and Lands



M Ni cholas NG Wng-fui, JP
Secretary for Transport

M Joseph WONG W ng- pi ng, GBS, JP
Secretary for Education and Manpower

M ss Deni se YUE Chung-yee, JP
Secretary for the Treasury

M LAM Whon- kwong, JP
Secretary for the Cvil Service

M St ephen | P Shu-kwan, JP
Secretary for Econonm c Services

M David LAN Hong-tsung, JP
Secretary for Hone Affairs

Dr YEOH Eng- ki ong, JP
Secretary for Health and Wl fare

Ms Regina I P LAU Suk-yee, JP
Secretary for Security

M LEE Shi ng-see, JP
Secretary for Wrks

M d ement MAK Chi ng- hung, JP
Secretary for Constitutional Affairs

Clerks in attendance:
M  Ri cky FUNG Choi -cheung, JP, Secretary Ceneral

M LAW Kam sang, JP, Deputy Secretary Ceneral

M's Justina LAM CHENG Bo-1ing, Assistant Secretary Ceneral
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Tabling of Papers

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule
21(2) of the Rules of Procedure:

Subsidiary Legi sl ation L. N. No.

1. Port Control (Cargo Wrking Areas) (Amrendnent) 279/ 99
(No. 2) Regul ation 1999 (gazetted on 19.11.1999)

2. Admnistrative Appeal s Board Or di nance 280/ 99
(Amendnent of Schedul e) Order 1999 (gazetted on
19.11. 1999)

3. Mdw ves Regi stration (Fees) Regul ati on 281/ 99
(gazetted on 19.11.1999)

4. Legislative Council (Registration of Electors) 282/ 99
(Appeal s) (Anendnent) Regul ation 1999 (gazetted
on 19.11.1999)

5. Declaration of Geogr aphi cal Consti tuenci es 283/ 99
(Legislative Council) Order 1999 (gazetted on
19.11. 1999)

6. Electoral Affairs Conm ssion (Registration of 284/ 99
El ect or s) (Geogr aphi cal
Constituenci es) (Legislative Council) (Anmendnent)
Regul ation 1999 (gazetted on 19.11. 1999)

7. Hospital Authority Odinance (Anendnment of 285/ 99
Schedules 1 and 2) Order 1999 (gazetted on
19.11. 1999)

8. Places for Autopsies (Anendnment) Order 1999 286/ 99
(gazetted on 19.11.1999)

9. Hawker (Permtted Place) (No. 2) Declaration 287/ 99
1999 (gazetted on 19.11.1999)

10. Banki ng (Amendnent) Ordi nance 1999 (42 of 1999) 288/ 99
( Comrencenent) Noti ce 1999 (gazetted on
19.11. 1999)

11. Disciplined Services Wl fare Funds Legislation 289/ 99
(Amendnent ) Ordinance 1999 (58 of 1999)
( Comrencenent) Noti ce 1999 (gazetted on
19.11. 1999)

12. Gas Saf ety (I'nstall ation and Use and 290/ 99
M scel | aneous) (Amendnent ) Regul ation 1999
(L.N. 222 of 1999) (Commencenent) Notice 1999
(gazetted on 19.11.1999)



Q her Papers

No. 34 - The Hong Kong I ndustrial Estates Corporation
Annual Report 1998-1999 (published on 16.11.1999)

No. 35 - Hong Kong I ndustrial Technol ogy Centre Corporation
Annual Report 98-99 (published on 16.11.1999)

No. 36 - Hong Kong Productivity Counci
Annual Report 1998/99 (published on 16.11.1999)

No. 37 - The Prince Philip Dental Hospital Hong Kong
Report by the Board of Governors for the period
1 April 1998 to 31 March 1999 (published on
19. 11. 1999)

No. 38 - Report of the Electoral Affairs Comr ssion on the
Del ineation of Geographical Constituencies in
respect of the Second General Election of the
Legislative Council to be held in Septenber 2000
(published on 22.11.1999)

Questi ons
1. Hon Andrew CHENG asked Question 1.

The Secretary for Education and Manpower replied.

Five Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Educati on and Manpower replied.

Dr Hon YEUNG Sum asked Question 2.

The Secretary for Hone Affairs replied.

Six Menbers asked supplenentaries. The Secretary for
Hone Affairs, the Secretary for Justice and the Secretary
for Constitutional Affairs replied.

Hon Cyd HO asked Question 3.

The Secretary for Transport replied.

Six Menbers asked supplenentaries. The Secretary for
Transport, the Secretary for Health and WlIlfare, the

Secretary for Planning, Environment and Lands and the
Secretary for Hone Affairs replied.
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4, Hon Bernard CHAN asked Question 4.
The Fi nancial Secretary replied.
Ei ght Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Financial
Secretary replied.

5. Hon Fred LI asked Question 5.
The Secretary for Wirks repli ed.
Si x Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Wor ks repli ed.

6. Hon Howard YOUNG asked Question 6.

The Secretary for Planning, Environnment and Lands
replied.

Two Menbers asked supplenentaries and the Secretary for
Pl anni ng, Environment and Lands replied.

Witten replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Menbers
i nformation.

Bills

First Reading
I ndustrial Training (Clothing Industry) (Amendnent) Bill 1999

The Bill was read the first tine and ordered to be set down
for Second Reading pursuant to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of
Pr ocedur e.

Second Readi ng
I ndustrial Training (Cothing Industry) (Arendnent) Bill 1999

The Secretary for Trade and Industry noved the Second Readi ng
and addressed the Council.

Question on the Second Readi ng proposed. The President stated
that in accordance with Rule 54(4) of the Rules of Procedure,
the debate was adjourned and the Bill was referred to the
House Committee.
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Custons and Excise Service Children's Educati on Trust Fund Bil

Resunption of Second Readi ng debate

The debate on the Second Reading which had been nmoved on
23 June 1999 resuned.

Question on the Second Readi ng put and agreed to.

Bill read the second time and commtted to a Commttee of the
whol e Counci | .

Comm ttee Stage

The Council went into Commttee and considered the Custons and
Exci se Service Children's Education Trust Fund Bill.

Question that clauses 1, 2 and 7 to 12 stand part of the Bill
proposed, put and agreed to.

Question that clauses 3 to 6 stand part of the Bill proposed.

The Secretary for Trade and Industry noved anendnents to
clauses 3 to 6 and addressed the Conm ttee.

Question on the anmendnents put and agreed to.

Question that clauses 3 to 6, as anended, stand part of the
Bill proposed, put and agreed to.

The Council then resuned.

Third Readi ng

The Secretary for Trade and I ndustry reported that

the Custons and Excise Service Children's Education
Trust Fund Bil

had passed through Conmmttee wth anmendnents. He noved that
the Bill be read the third tine and do pass.

Question on the Third Readi ng proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the third tinme and passed.

Protection of the Harbour (Amendnent) Bill 1999

Resunption of Second Readi ng debate

The debate on the Second Readi ng which had been nmoved on 3
Novenber 1999 resuned.



Fi ve Menbers spoke on the Bill.
The Secretary for Pl anning, Environment and Lands replied.
Question on the Second Readi ng put and agreed to.

Bill read the second tine and conmtted to a Conmttee of the
whol e Counci | .

Commi ttee Stage

The Council went into Commttee and considered the Protection
of the Harbour (Amendnent) Bill 1999.

Question that clauses 1 to 6 stand part of the Bill proposed,
put and agreed to.

The Council then resuned.

Third Reading

The Secretary for Planning, Environnment and Lands reported that
the Protection of the Harbour (Amendnment) Bill 1999

had passed through Conmttee wi thout anmendnment. He noved t hat
the Bill be read the third tine and do pass.

Question on the Third Readi ng proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the third tinme and passed.

Adapt ati on of Laws (No.29) Bill 1999

Resunption of Second Readi ng debate

The debate on the Second Readi ng which had been moved on
14 July 1999 resuned.

Question on the Second Readi ng put and agreed to.

Bill read the second time and commtted to a Commttee of the
whol e Counci | .

Comm ttee Stage

The Council went into Commttee and considered the Adaptation
of Laws (No.29) Bill 1999.



Question that clauses 1, 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill
proposed, put and agreed to.

Question that schedules 1 to 9 stand part of the Bil
proposed, put and agreed to.
Question that schedules 10 and 11 stand part of the Bill

pr oposed.

The Secretary for Security noved anmendnments to schedules 10
and 11 and addressed the Conm ttee.

Question on the anendnents put and agreed to.

Question that schedules 10 and 11, as anended, stand part of
the Bill proposed, put and agreed to.

The Council then resuned.

Third Readi ng

The Secretary for Security reported that
the Adaptation of Laws (No.29) Bill 1999

had passed through Conmttee wth anmendnents. She noved that
the Bill be read the third time and do pass.

Question on the Third Readi ng proposed, put and agreed to.

Bill read the third tine and passed.

Mbt i ons

Proposed resolution under the Factories and |ndustrial
Under t aki hgs Ordi nance

The Secretary for Education and Manpower noved the foll ow ng
noti on and addressed the Council :

Resolved that the Factories and Industrial Under t aki ngs
(Saf ety Managenent) Regul ation, nmade by the Comm ssioner for
Labour on 8 Novenber 1999, be approved.

Question on the notion proposed.

Three Menbers spoke on the notion.



- 94 -

The Secretary for Education and Manpower replied.

Question on the notion put and agreed to.

Menbers' Motions

Freezing and reducing fees and charges

Hon LEE Wng-tat noved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

That, in view of the wuncertain econom c prospects and the
persistently high unenploynent rate in Hong Kong, this Counci
asks the Government to continue to freeze the wvarious
governnment fees and charges relating to people's livelihood in
the year 2000 and wurges the wvarious public utility
corporations to reduce their charges in the comng year, in
order not to increase the burden on the public and slow down
Hong Kong's econonic recovery.

Question on Hon LEE Wng-tat's notion proposed.

The President stated that Hon HO Sai-chu would npbve an
amendnent to the notion. In accordance with the Rules of
Procedure, the notion and the anendment would be debated
together in a joint debate.

Hon HO Sai-chu noved the follow ng anmendnment to Hon LEE W ng-
tat's notion and addressed the Council:

To delete “in view of the uncertain econonic prospects” and
substitute wth “as the |ocal econony has not fully
recovered”; to delete “persistently high”; to delete “in Hong
Kong” and substitute with “remains persistently high”; to add
“trades and industries as well as” after “the various
governnent fees and charges relating to”; to delete “reduce”
from “urges the various public utility corporations to reduce
their charges” and substitute with “freeze”; and to add “the
comrercial and industrial sectors as well as” after “in order

not to i ncrease the burden on”.

Question on Hon HO Sai-chu's anmendnent to Hon LEE Wng-tat's
noti on proposed.

A Menber spoke on the notion and the anmendnent.

At 5:42 pm the President's Deputy took the chair during the
tenporary absence of the President.

Anot her 11 Menbers spoke on the notion and the anendnent.
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Hon LEE Wng-tat spoke on the anendnent.

The Secretary for the Treasury spoke on the notion and the
anendnent .

At 6:52 pm the President resuned the chair.

Question on Hon HO Sai-chu's anmendnent to Hon LEE Wng-tat's
notion put.

Hon LEE Wng-tat and Hon HO Sai-chu clainmed a division. The
President then ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1)
of the Rules of Procedure.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, 13 were in favour
of the anendnent, eight against it and four abstained; while
anong the Menbers returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Commttee, 22
were present, five were in favour of the anendnent, six
against it and 10 abstained. (Voting record in Appendix 1.)
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the
two groups of Menbers present, she declared that the anmendnent
was negati ved.

Hon LEE Wng-tat replied.
Question on Hon LEE Wng-tat's notion put.

Hon LEE Wng-tat clained a division. The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that anong the Menbers returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, eight were in
favour of the nmotion and 17 against it; while anong the
Menbers returned by geographical constituencies through direct
el ections and by the Election Commttee, 22 were present, 13
were in favour of the notion and eight against it. (Voting
record in Appendix Il.) Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Menbers present, she
decl ared that the notion was negati ved.

Al l ocation of secondary school places to boys and girls

Hon Christine LOH noved the follow ng notion and addressed the
Counci | :

That this Council urges the Admnistration to fulfill its
responsibility under the law and renpbve the discrimnatory
el enments in the Secondary School Places Allocation System and
to ensure that, from the year 2000, boys and girls are placed
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into secondary schools in a manner that does not unlawfully
di scri m nate agai nst either sex.
Question on the notion proposed.

Ei ght Menbers and the Secretary for Education and Manpower
spoke on the notion.

Hon Christine LOH repli ed.

Question on the notion put and agreed to.

Next Meeting

The President declared that the next neeting of the Council
woul d be held on 1 Decenber 1999 at 2:30 pm

The Council was adjourned at 8:24 pm

(Ms Rita FAN
Pr esi dent

Counci | Chanber
Hong Kong



