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Members present:

Hon Ronald ARCULLI, JP (Chairman)
Hon CHAN Kam-lam (Deputy Chairman)
Hon James TIEN Pei-chun, JP
Hon David CHU Yu-lin
Hon HO Sai-chu, SBS, JP
Hon Michael HO Mun-ka
Hon LEE Wing-tat
Hon LEE Cheuk-yan
Hon LEE Kai-ming, SBS, JP
Hon Fred LI Wah-ming, JP
Hon NG Leung-sing
Hon Margaret NG
Hon Mrs Selina CHOW LIANG Shuk-yee, JP
Hon MA Fung-kwok
Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong
Hon HUI Cheung-ching
Hon CHAN Kwok-keung
Hon CHAN Yuen-han
Hon Bernard CHAN
Hon CHAN Wing-chan
Dr Hon LEONG Che-hung, JP
Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, JP
Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung
Hon Gary CHENG Kai-nam, JP
Hon SIN Chung-kai
Hon WONG Yung-kan
Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, JP
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Hon Howard YOUNG, JP
Dr Hon YEUNG Sum
Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung
Hon LAU Wong-fat, GBS, JP
Hon Mrs Miriam LAU Kin-yee, JP
Hon Ambrose LAU Hon-chuen, JP
Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP
Hon CHOY So-yuk
Hon SZETO Wah
Hon Timothy FOK Tsun-ting, SBS, JP
Hon LAW Chi-kwong, JP
Hon TAM Yiu-chung, GBS, JP
Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP

Members absent:

Hon Kenneth TING Woo-shou, JP
Hon Cyd HO Sau-lan
Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP
Hon Albert HO Chun-yan
Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai, JP
Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming, SC, JP
Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP
Dr Hon David LI Kwok-po, JP
Dr Hon LUI Ming-wah, JP
Prof Hon NG Ching-fai
Hon James TO Kun-sun
Hon Christine LOH
Hon Andrew WONG Wang-fat, JP
Dr Hon Philip WONG Yu-hong
Hon LAU Chin-shek, JP
Hon LAU Kong-wah
Hon Andrew CHENG Kar-foo
Hon FUNG Chi-kin

Public officers attending:

Miss Denise YUE, JP Secretary for the Treasury
Mrs Carrie LAM, JP Deputy Secretary for the Treasury
Mr Robert ALLCOCK, BBS Solicitor General
Mrs Pamela TAN, JP Director of Administration and Development,

Department of Justice
Mr Peter H K CHEUNG, JP Deputy Director (Administration),

Department of Justice
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Mr D W PESCOD, JP Deputy Secretary for the Civil Service
Ms Carol YUEN Principal Assistant Secretary for the Civil

Service
Ms Georgiana CHU Assistant Director of Accounting Services
Ms Michelle LI Principal Assistant Secretary for Education

and Manpower
Mr Nigel FRENCH, JP Secretary-General, University Grants

Committee
Ms Esther LEUNG Principal Assistant Secretary for the

Treasury
Mr CHU Yam-yuen Assistant Commissioner of Inland Revenue

Clerk in attendance:

Ms Pauline NG Assistant Secretary General 1

Staff in attendance:

Miss Polly YEUNG Chief Assistant Secretary (1)3
Ms Sarah YUEN Senior Assistant Secretary (1)4

Item No. 1 - FCR(1999-2000)63

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT
SUBCOMMITTEE MADE ON 12, 19 AND 26 JANUARY 2000

At the request of Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong that item EC(1999-2000)37
be put to vote separately, the Chairman put FCR(1999-2000)63, except item
EC(1999-2000)37, to the vote.  The Committee approved the proposal.

EC(1999-2000)37 Proposed revision of the civil service starting
salaries for the civilian and disciplined grades
which will apply to recruits appointed on or
after 1 April 2000 and serving staff on in-
service transfer with effect from the same date

2. Miss Emily LAU referred to the Administration's undertaking at the
relevant meeting of the Establishment Subcommittee that it would present a
paper to the Public Service Panel in March 2000 setting out its views on an
overall review of civil service salaries.  She sought confirmation on whether the
Administration would adhere to its undertaking despite objection recently
voiced by some civil service unions when being consulted.
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3. In reply, the Deputy Secretary for the Civil Service (DS(CS)) confirmed
that the Administration would provide a paper for the Panel meeting in March
2000 as previously undertaken.  He added that in preparing the information for
the Panel, the Administration had briefed the Staff Side in line with the
established consultation procedures.  Subsequently, the civil service unions had
also made known their reaction which had been reported in the media.

4. Apart from the views of civil service unions, Miss Emily LAU enquired
about the factors which the Administration would also take into consideration in
formulating its proposals.  In reply, DS(CS) said that the paper for the Panel
would set out all the relevant factors including legal issues covering both  the
Basic Law and Government's contractual obligations.

5. The item was put to vote.  23 members voted for the item, 14 voted
against and none abstained:

For:
Mr James TIEN Pei-chun Mr David CHU Yu-lin
Mr HO Sai-chu Mr NG Leung-sing
Miss Margaret NG Mrs Selina CHOW LIANG Shuk-yee
Mr MA Fung-kwok Mr HUI Cheung-ching
Mr Bernard CHAN Mr CHAN Kam-lam
Dr LEONG Che-hung Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU Yau-fun
Mr Gary CHENG Kai-nam Mr WONG Yung-kan
Mr Jasper TSANG Yok-sing Mr Howard YOUNG
Mr YEUNG Yiu-chung Mrs Miriam LAU Kin-yee
Mr Ambrose LAU Hon-chuen Miss Emily LAU Wai-hing
Mr Timothy FOK Tsun-ting Mr TAM Yiu-chung
Dr TANG Siu-tong
(23 members)

Against:
Mr Michael HO Mun-ka Mr LEE Wing-tat
Mr LEE Cheuk-yan Mr LEE Kai-ming
Mr Fred LI Wah-ming Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong
Mr CHAN Kwok-keung Miss CHAN Yuen-han
Mr CHAN Wing-chan Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung
Mr SIN Chung-kai Dr YEUNG Sum
Mr SZETO Wah Mr LAW Chi-kwong
(14 members)

6. The Committee approved the item.
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Item No. 2 - FCR(1999-2000)64

RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  WORKS
SUBCOMMITTEE  MADE  ON  26  JANUARY  2000

7. The Committee approved the proposal.

Item No. 3 - FCR(1999-2000)65

HEAD 92 - DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE
♦  Subhead 149 General departmental expenses

8. Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong stated that Members of the Democratic Party
(DP) would abstain from voting because the present proposal, which sought to
lower the honoraria for first year and second year trainees under the Legal
Trainee Scheme to bring them in line with the civil service benchmark for
Qualification Group 11, was a direct result of the lowering of civil service
starting salaries to which Members of DP had objected under item EC(1999-
2000)37.

9. Miss Margaret NG said that she had voted for EC(1999-2000)37 on
revised starting salaries for the civil service and the item was approved.  To
follow logically the decision of the Committee, she would also be supporting the
present proposal .

10. The proposal was put to vote.  The Committee approved the proposal.

Item No. 4 - FCR(1999-2000)66
HEAD 46 - GENERAL  EXPENSES  OF  THE  CIVIL SERVICE
♦  Subhead 014 Home purchase allowance
♦  Subhead 033 Home Financing Scheme

11. The Committee approved the proposal.

Item No. 5 - FCR(1999-2000)67

HEAD 190 - UNIVERSITY  GRANTS  COMMITTEE
♦  Subhead 529 Home Financing Scheme

12. The Committee approved the proposal.
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Item No. 6 - FCR(1999-2000)68

HEAD 76 - INLAND  REVENUE  DEPARTMENT
♦  Subhead 189 Interest on tax reserve certificates

13. The Committee approved the proposal.

14. The Committee was adjourned at 2:45 pm.

Legislative Council Secretariat
29 March 2000


