Head

Bureau Serial No.

EFB 146

Question Serial No.

0038

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (2) Environmental Hygiene

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

(a)

(b)

The Environment and Food Bureau indicates that it will strengthen enforcement
action against littering, unlicensed food premises, improper handling of food
and operation of illegal slaughterhouses. What are the actual measures to
strengthen the enforcement action?

EFB indicates that it will improve efficiency in handling complaints relating to
environmental hygiene and processing of licence applications. The two
former Municipal Councils both made performance pledges in this regard. If
the Government is to improve its service in these 2 areas, what performance
pledges will be set to higher standards and what will these standards be?

Asked by : Hon Fred LI Wah-ming

Reply :
(@)

In addition to routine enforcement action, the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department (FEHD) launched special operations against illegal slaughterhouses
and unlicensed food business. Since January 2000, 14 operations against
illegal slaughterhouses and two territory-wide operations against unlicensed and
unhygienic food premises have been carried out. FEHD is strengthening
training for frontline staff in enforcing anti-littering legislation.



(b) FEHD is reviewing the procedures for handling complaints on environmental
nuisance to improve its efficiency and effectiveness in dealing with such cases.
The Department has set up an inter-departmental working group to consider
measures to simplify and expedite the issue of restaurant licences. Since 1
January 2000, the Department has shortened the time to issue letters of
requirements for provisional licences by two weeks and full licences by one
week and reduced the time for conducting final verification inspection by two
working days. In 2000-01, the Department will assign a case manager to
handle enquiries and co-ordinate departmental action on each application. The
Department’s performance pledges in these two areas will be examined on
completion of the reviews.

Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 130

Question Serial No.

0053
Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head : 154 Government Secretariat : Subhead : 002 Allowances

Programme :

Environment and Food Bureau

Food Supply and Food Safety, Environmental Hygiene,
Environmental Protection and Conservation

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :

Question :

Asked by :

Reply :

(a)

Secretary for the Environment and Food

As shown in the Estimates, there is a 595.7% increase in the
expenditure on allowances. What are the reasons for such an
increase?

(b) Of the expenditure on allowances, how much is pertinent to standard

(©)

allowances and how much to non-standard allowances?

Of the expenditure on non-standard allowances, what is the
percentage pertaining to overtime allowances?

Hon CHAN Wing-chan

(@)

The increase is due to the full year provision for existing staff and
staff filling new posts to be created in 2000-01. The Environment
and Food Bureau (EFB) was formed on 1 January 2000 following
the re-organization of municipal services. The revised estimate for
1999-2000 only represents the provision for three months from 1
January 2000 to 31 March 2000.

(b) The draft estimate of $2,087,000 under Subhead 002 Allowances is

made up of $2,001,000 for standard allowances and $86,000 for
non-standard allowance. Standard allowances cover acting
allowance, overtime allowance and typhoon allowance. Non-
standard allowance covers consolidated overtime allowance for a
Chauffeur in EFB.



(c) The draft estimate of $86,000 for non-standard allowance is wholly
(i.e. 100%) for payment of overtime allowance for the Chauffeur.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

| EFB132 |
Question Serial No.

| 0409 |

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 154 Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau

Programme :  (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

In programme 3, it is stated that, the Bureau will introduce in 2000-01 landfill charges
and revise other environmental charges to provide economic incentive to avoid
pollution. Please inform this Council of :

@) what items are included in “other environmental charges”?

(b) what are the specific measures to implement landfill charges?

(©) what is the timetable for revising these charges?

(d) what is the anticipated effectiveness of these initiatives in reducing pollution?
(e) what is the amount of resources earmarked for these initiatives?

Asked by :  Hon Cheung Man-kwong

Reply :

@) The “other environmental charges” refer to the various fees and charges relating
to the use of the waste disposal and treatment facilities, such as the chemical
waste disposal charges and trade effluent surcharges. They also include fees
for licences and permits under different environmental legislation.

(b) The specific measure required to implement landfill charges is the enactment of
a charging Regulation.



(© We intend to introduce revised landfill charging regulations within the coming
financial year after finalising arrangements will those concerned. The other
environmental charges are to be introduced in step with the overall revision of
Government fees and charges.

(d) The effectiveness of the charges will depend to a considerable extent on the
level of charges set.

(e) The introduction of landfill charges and the revision of fees and charges can be

implemented within existing resources. No new resources have been
specifically earmarked for these purposes.

Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB17

Question Serial No.

0434
Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION
Head 39 Drainage Services Department Subhead (No. & title) :
Programme : (2) Sewage Services
Controlling Officer : Director of Drainage Services
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food
Question : Please list out in details, the ranks, duties and expenses of the
38 posts created in 2000-2001.
Asked by : Prof Hon NG Ching-fai
Reply : The 38 posts to be created in 2000-01 are :
Rank No. Annual Salaries
$
Engineer 1 532,740-885,780
Inspector of Works 1 369,420-557,820
Assistant Inspector of Works 1 217,680-352,800
Senior Electronic Inspector 2 575,640-660,000
Electronic Inspector 1 369,420-557,820
Senior Mechanical Inspector 1 575,640-660,000
Assistant Mechanical Inspector 1 217,680-352,800
Chief Technical Officer 1 690,300-785,880
Technical Officer 2 193,140-336,900
Engineering Laboratory Technician 11 1 181,920-321,660
Works Supervisor | 2 217,680-252,120
Works Supervisor Il 7 171,600-205,200
Senior Artisan 10 171,600-181,920
Avrtisan 2 141,840-161,100
Clerical Officer 1 252,120-321,660
Clerical Assistant 1 103,500-181,920
Workman | 1 124,440-134,760
Workman 11 _ 2 117,420-122,100
38

The additional posts are mainly recurrent consequences of
capital works projects approved by the Public Works Sub-
Committee/Finance Committee. They will be responsible for
the operation and maintenance of new sewage facilities and
installations to be commissioned in 2000-01.

Signature
Name in block letters J. Collier
Post Title Director of Drainage Services

Date 16 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 157

Question Serial No.

0436

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme:

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :
It is stated in the Estimate that the Environmental Protection Department

(EPD) will promote the consideration of key environmental implications of major
policies or strategies at the earliest possible stage, whereas last year’s Policy Address
stated that the setting up of a Sustainable Development Unit is to monitor the impact of
major new policy proposals on sustainable development. Concerning the above areas,
what are the resources required by the Sustainable Development Unit and what are the
duties and division of work in relation to EPD? Is there any overlapping of work?

Asked by :  Prof Hon NG Ching-fai

The Sustainable Development Unit is intended to assist the administration
achieve greater integration of economic, social and environmental issues in the policy
making process. $18 million has been earmarked under Head 106 Miscellaneous
Services Subhead 251 Additional commitments — for setting up the unit during 2000-01.
EPD will be responsible for providing updated information for the environmental
indicators and databases. The Sustainable Development Unit will be responsible for
integrating these with the economic, social and other indicators and data to be used by
Policy Bureaux in evaluating the potential impacts of policy proposals. Irrespective
of the setting up of a Sustainable Development Unit, EPD will still be required to
ensure the carrying out of environmental impact assessment studies on designated
projects when they move from the conceptual to the detailed planning stage.



Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Head

Bureau Serial No.

EFB 158

Question Serial No.

0454

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme:

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :
With regard to the Administration’s proposal to set up a Council for sustainable
development, please let me know

1)
)
©)

What is the progress of the programme for 2000-01?
What are the time table, objectives and specific description of the work?
How much in terms of resources are to be deployed?

Asked by : Hon SZETO Wah

1)

)

©)

Planning for the establishment of a Council for Sustainable Development is
underway.

The timetable is to establish the Council during the new financial year. The
objective is to have a body giving expert advice to the Chief Executive on
measures that need to be considered in order to achieve more sustainable
development for Hong Kong, and to promote public education on sustainable
development. The work involves consideration of the composition and
functioning of the Council.

$18M has been earmarked under Head 106 Miscellaneous Services Subhead
251 Additional commitments for the establishment of a Sustainable
Development Unit which, inter alia, will provide supporting services to the
proposed Council.



Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

| EFB 133 |
Question Serial No.

| 0521 |

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 154 Government Secretariat : Subhead :
Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (2) Environmental Hygiene

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Please compare the actual/estimated expenditures on environmental
hygiene incurred by the former USD & RSD in 1999 and those by the
newly established Environment and Food Bureau in the coming year.

Asked by : Hon Michael HO Mun-ka

Reply :

The Environment and Food Bureau (EFB) is a policy bureau while the
former USD and RSD were the executive arms of the former Provisional Urban
Council and Provisional Regional Council. It is not appropriate to compare their
work and expenditure. The proposed provision for the policy area “Environmental
Hygiene” under the Bureau for 2000-01 is $16.1 million.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

| EFB 134 |
Question Serial No.

| 0522 |

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 154 Government Secretariat : Subhead :
Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (2) Environmental Hygiene

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Please compare the actual/estimated expenditures on environmental
hygiene incurred by the Department of Health in 1999-2000 and those
by the Environment and Food Bureau in the coming year.

Asked by : Hon Michael HO Mun-ka

Reply :
The Environment and Food Bureau (EFB) is responsible for the policy

area of “Environmental Hygiene” with the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department as the principal executive department. The Department of Health was not
involved in providing direct services on environmental hygiene in 1999-2000. The
proposed provision for the policy area “Environmental Hygiene” under the Bureau for
2000-01 is $16.1 million.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB18

Question Serial No.

0635

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Head 39 Drainage Services Department Subhead (No. & title) :
Programme : (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer : Director of Drainage Services

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Please list the titles, ranks and duties of the 38 posts created
under Programme (2).
Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply : The 38 posts to be created in 2000-01 are :
1 Engineer

1 Inspector of Works
1 Assistant Inspector of Works
2 Senior Electronic Inspectors
1 Electronic Inspector
1 Senior Mechanical Inspector
1 Assistant Mechanical Inspector
1 Chief Technical Officer
2 Technical Officers
1 Engineering Laboratory Technician 11
2 Works Supervisors |
7 Works Supervisors Il
10 Senior Artisans
2 Artisans
1 Clerical Officer
1 Clerical Assistant
1 Workman |
__2 Workmen Il
38

The additional posts are mainly recurrent consequences of
capital works projects approved by the Public Works Sub-
Committee/Finance Committee. They will be responsible for
the operation and maintenance of new sewage facilities and
installations to be commissioned in 2000-01.
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB19

Question Serial No.

0636

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Head 39 Drainage Services Department Subhead (No. & title) :
Programme : (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer : Director of Drainage Services

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Please give a detailed account of the study on the corrosion

effect due to increase in sewage salinity. When will the study
commence? When will it be completed?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply : Sea water flushing was introduced to Sha Tin and Tai Po areas in

1995 and 1996 respectively amongst other areas in the territory.
The change to sea water flushing has caused serious metal
corrosion problems for equipment at Tai Po and Sha Tin Sewage
Treatment Works due to the high corrosion effect of the sea
water content in the sewage. As a result, maintenance work at
these two sewage treatment works has increased due to more
frequent repair and equipment replacement for the corroded
units.

The Drainage Services Department will conduct a study using
mainly in-house resources on the corrosion effect due to increase
in sewage salinity with the following objectives:-

- To estimate the remaining service life for the existing metal
structure/equipment in contact with sewage;

- To examine the suitability of other materials under corrosive
medium;

- To devise protective methods for existing metal structures;
and

- To develop early warning systems for timely replacement of
critical parts.

It is planned to commence the study in April 2000 for
completion by end 2000.
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Name in block letters J. Collier
Post Title Director of Drainage Services
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB20

Question Serial No.

0637

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Head 39 Drainage Services Department Subhead (No. & title) :

Programme : (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer : Director of Drainage Services

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : In relation to matters requiring special attention in 2000-01,
please advise the latest status of the construction of sewage

tunnels under Strategic Sewage Disposal Scheme (SSDS) Stage |
and the current estimated completion time of the works.

Asked by : Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP
Reply : To date, 19.2 km (81%) of the 23.6 km of sewage collection

tunnels being constructed under Stage | of the SSDS have been
excavated. Two tunnels have been bored through and are being
lined. The excavation of the remaining 4.4 km is expected to
be completed this year. The concrete lining and finishing work
would then be carried out so as to complete the whole sewage
tunnel system in 2001.
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Name in block letters J. Collier
Post Title Director of Drainage Services
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 138

Question Serial No.

0670

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme :

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

In view of the fact that the policy area of environment has been transferred to
the Environment and Food Bureau, please advise what administrative arrangements are
there to ensure effective co-ordination between planning and environment which are
closely-related. Do these arrangements involve additional financial requirements?

Asked by : Hon HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP

Reply :
The transfer of the environment division from the then Planning,

Environment and Lands Bureau to the Environment and Food Bureau (EFB) has not
involved any change in arrangements for co-ordination of environmental and planning
issues at the departmental level. At the policy co-ordination level, the Secretary for
the Environment and Food and the Secretary for Planning and Lands meet informally
every month to discuss matters of mutual concern. In addition, both the Deputy
Secretary responsible for the environment division and the Director of Environmental
Protection remain members of the Committee on Planning and Land Development
chaired by the Secretary for Planning and Lands. Information technology also allows
easy communication and sharing of information between the EFB and the Planning and
Lands Bureau. No additional financial commitments arise from these arrangements.
Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 164

Question Serial No.

0820

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : It is mentioned that the Administration will increase cooperation with
the Guangdong authorities in areas of mutual concern, including cross-
boundary air pollution, water quality and environmental assessment.
Will the Administration inform this Council the progress in this respect,
the target to be achieved in 2000 and financial resources allocated to

achieve this?

Asked by : The Hon. Howard Young

Reply :

Progress of Co-operation with the Guangdong Province

We have been working closely with the Guangdong authorities to tackle
environment problems of mutual concern.  Significant steps include:

@ Action plans to protect the environment of Deep Bay and Mirs
Bay. Half-yearly audits are being carried out to ensure that
action items are being properly implemented.

(b) A joint study on air quality of the Pearl River Delta Region
(PRDR) commenced in mid 1999 for completion in early 2001.

() A Study Group on the Conservation of Chinese White Dolphins
has been set up.



(d) A Hong Kong — Guangdong Fisheries Resources Environmental
Protection Group has been set up.

Work Programme in 2000

2. A “Joint Working Group on Sustainable Development and Environmental
Protection” will be set up under the Hong Kong Guangdong Co-operation Joint
Conference. Priority will be given to the following areas -

@ air quality in the Pearl River Delta Region;

(b) harmonizing motor diesel fuel specifications;

(©) co-operation on sustainable forestry and nature conservation;
(d) water quality of the Dongjiang;

(e) water quality in the Pearl River Delta Region; and

)] urban planning and development

Resource Allocated

3. 16 new posts will be created in 2000-01, with 14 in EPD and 2 in the
Government Laboratory to support this work programme.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 159

Question Serial No.

0821

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau
Programme: (2) Environmental Hygiene
Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : What is the estimated expenditure for the Bureau to run the Healthy
Living into the 21% Century Campaign in 2000-2001? How does it
compare to the actual expenditure in 1999-2000? Is there any plan to
increase staffing? What is the anticipated effectiveness?

Asked by :  Dr the Honourable TANG Siu-tong, JP

The approved capital account commitment in 1999-2000 for launching the Campaign is
$10 million and the revised estimated expenditure incurred in 1999-2000 is $8.429
million. The balance of $1.571 million will be carried forward to 2000-01. In
addition, bureaux and departments involved in the Campaign will deploy resources
within their provisions. We do not have any plans to increase the staffing. We are
reviewing the progress made in conjunction with Health and Welfare Bureau before
determining the strategy for 2000-01.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 139

Question Serial No.

0822

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

In 2000-2001, what resources are allocated for enhancing EFB’s cooperation
with the Guangdong authorities on issues of mutual concern? What is the specific
work?

Asked by : Hon. Miriam Lau

Reply :

Liaison with the Guangdong authorities on issues of mutual concerns forms
part of the duties of one AOSGC and one SAO in EFB. While no additional resources
have been allocated specifically for this work in 2000-01, support services are being
strengthened so that these officers will be able to give more attention to this area.

2. As announced in the CE’s Policy Address, a “Joint Working Group on
Sustainable Development and Environmental Protection” has been set up

@ to conduct a joint study on air quality in the Pearl River Delta Region and
to formulate long-term preventive measures;

(b) to look into the feasibility of harmonizing motor diesel fuel specifications
between the two places;

(©) to forge closer co-operation on the development of sustainable forestry
and nature conservation;

(d) to protect the water quality of the Dongjiang;

(e) to enhance exchange of information on the water quality in the Pearl River
Delta Region; and

)] to strengthen co-operation and liaison with each other in the area of urban



planning and development, with a view to pre-empting and mitigating
environmental impacts arising from urban planning and development.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 136

Question Serial No.

0824

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 154 Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (2) Environmental Hygiene

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Regarding Programme (2), what is the work plan for and what are the
objectives to be achieved by Phase 2 of the Healthy Living Campaign?

Asked by : The Honourable Michael HO Mun-ka

Reply :

We are reviewing the progress made in conjunction with Health and Welfare Bureau
before determining the strategy for 2000-01.

Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 137

Question Serial No.

0825

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme: (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

Regarding the expenditure incurred from the creation of six posts as
mentioned in Programme (3), what are the justifications and what are the duties
involved?

Asked by : Hon Michael HO Mun-ka

Reply :
The six posts to be created under programme (3) are :

One Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to take up the secretaryship of the Advisory
Council on the Environment (ACE) and development of the target based management
programme (TMP) and performance review system (PRS) for this programme area.

Two Senior Executive Officers, one to take up secretaryship for the Environmental
Assessment Impact Sub-committee of ACE and to support the CEO in TMP and PRS
development, the other to take up administration of the Environment and Conservation
Fund and the Green Manager Scheme and to strengthen administrative support to the
einvironment division.

One Senior Engineer to prepare proposals for energy efficiency legislation.

One Administrative Officer to strengthen policy analysis for the environmental
improvement programme.



One Personal Secretary Il to provide secretarial support to the division.
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 147

Question Serial No.

0911

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (2) Environmental Hygiene

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :
a) What is the budget for cleaning-up litter?

b) What part of the budget is for enforcement work?
C) What part of the budget is for prevention and what are the measures proposed?

Asked by : Hon Christine LOH

Reply :
a) Within the Environment and Food Bureau, there is provision of $16.1 million

for formulating and coordinating policies and programmes concerning
environmental hygiene which includes public cleansing services. The Food
and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) is responsible for providing
public cleansing services, with a budget of $1,574.3 million in 2000-01 for
street sweeping, collection of domestic refuse and enforcing anti-littering
legislation.

b) The provision for enforcement work is included in the $1,574.3 million
mentioned in 2000-01.

C) FEHD has set aside about $6 million for launching various public education,
community involvement and publicity programmes in the coming year.
Proposed measures include joint clean-up operations with local organizations,
exhibitions, education programmes in schools and publicity programmes
through the media.



Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 141
Question Serial No.

1016

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (2) Environmental Hygiene

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

Will the Administration allocate funds for reviewing the assessment criteria of existing
grading system of restaurants and re-assessing the hygienic conditions of various
restaurants in order to more accurately reflect the hygienic conditions of restaurant?

Asked by :  Hon Emily Lau Wai-hing, JP

Reply :

The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department will review the award of
“Excellence in Hygiene” certificate under the “Open Categorisation Scheme” which
was introduced by the two former Provisional Municipal Councils in November 1999.
The review will be conducted by existing staff and there is no need to set aside
additional fund for the purpose.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB21

Question Serial No.

1063

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Head 39 Drainage Services Department Subhead (No. & title) :

Programme : (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer : Director of Drainage Services

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : What percentage is the amount of sewage treated by the
Stonecutters Island Sewage Treatment Works (STW) since its
completion as against its total treatment capacity? What

percentage is the expenses of the STW over the total sewage
treatment recurrent expenses?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply : The Stonecutters Island Sewage Treatment Works is designed to

handle an average daily flow of 1.7 million cubic metres.
Currently the amount of sewage treated represents
approximately 19% of the design capacity of the plant. The
recurrent expenditure involved is 12.6% of the total recurrent
expenditure for sewage treatment.
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Name in block letters J. Collier
Post Title Director of Drainage Services
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB22

Question Serial No.

1064

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER’S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION

Head 39 Drainage Services Department Subhead (No. & title) :

Programme : (2) Sewage Services

Controlling Officer : Director of Drainage Services

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : What impact will the completion of the Strategic Sewage
Disposal Scheme (SSDS) Stage | have on sewage treatment of
the Stonecutters Island Sewage Treatment Works (SCISTW)?

How about its impact on the recurrent expenses of the various
sub-heads? What about its impact on sewage charges?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply : After full completion of the SSDS Stage I, the volume of sewage

to be treated by SCISTW will increase from the current average
daily flow of 320,000 cubic metres to about 1.2 million cubic
metres.

The impact on the recurrent expenditure due to full
commissioning of SSDS  Stage 1 is as follows :-

$M
Personal emoluments for creation of 14 posts
5
Departmental expenses —
Light & power 63
Hire of services (Waste & Sludge disposal)
57
Specialist supplies (Chemical & equipment)
37
Maintenance expenses
14

176

This will lead to an increase in the recurrent cost of providing
sewage services by about 16% which will need to be taken into
account in determining sewage charges.

Signature
Name in block letters J. Collier
Post Title Director of Drainage Services

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 155

Question Serial No.

1126

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head(No. & title) : 154 - Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

Managing Indoor Air Quality: A Consultation Paper was published in November 1999
by the Environment and Food Bureau. The report suggests implementing a series of
IAQ-related activities during the year 2000.

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

()

Who is responsible for overseeing the IAQ programme?

When will the final decision about implementation of the suggested 1AQ
measures be made known?

The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department Estimates state that the
approved commitment for the pilot indoor air quality certification programme
for government buildings is HK$5,400,000 (Subhead 700, Item Code 697
(p.251). However, the Environment and Food Bureau does not mention any
specified commitment for IAQ in its Estimates. Does this mean that the
Environment and Food Bureau plays no role in the IAQ programme?

If, the Environment and Food Bureau is overseeing the IAQ programme, what
is the financial provision for the committed IAQ measures? Please give a
breakdown of the provision.

Who will be responsible for establishing the IAQ Information Centre?

When will the public be able to gain access to information provided by the I1AQ
Information Centre?



Asked by :  Hon.Christine Loh

Reply :

(@) The Administration has set up an inter-departmental Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)
Management Group to oversee the implementation of the IAQ programme.
The IAQ Management Group is chaired by the Environment and Food Bureau.

(b) The IAQ Management Group completed a trade and public consultation exercise on
the proposed IAQ programme in January 2000. The Management Group is
considering the feedback from various parties including those from members of
the Legislative Council Panel on Environmental Affairs. It aims to finalise its
proposal and report back to the Panel within the next few months.

() As Chairman of the IAQ Management Group, the Environment and Food
Bureau plays a co-ordinating role on the implementation of the IAQ
programme.

(d) The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) is allocated with a recurrent
financial provision of $0.86 million for the creation of 1 professional and 1
technical staff for the setting up and operation of an IAQ Information Centre.

The Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) is allocated with a
recurrent financial provision of $1.32 million for the creation of 1 senior
professional and 1 professional staff to provide technical support in the
development and promotion of the proposed IAQ programme. EMSD has also
earmarked a capital expenditure of $5.4 million for the carrying out of a pilot
IAQ certification programme for government buildings.

The Environment and Food Bureau will absorb the additional work arising from
the implementation of the proposed IAQ programme within its exisiting
resources in 2000-2001.

(e EPD will be responsible for the establishment of the IAQ Information Centre.
()] The IAQ Information Centre is intended to be set up and opended to the public

within 2000.
Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 165

Question Serial No.

1127

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head 154 Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau
Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation
Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food
Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food
Question :
EPD numbers among its matters requiring special attention for its noise programme,
the pursuit of measures “for dealing with existing traffic noise problems” (Head 44,
p.256, paragraph 16).
@) What is the budget for dealing with noise abatement?
(b) Is there any coordination between EPD and Transport Department to devise
means to reduce the number of vehicles on the road to both reduce noise and air

pollution from paved road dust and exhaust pipes?

(c) What measures are being considered and what is the prognosis for their
introduction?

Asked by : Hon. Christine Loh

Reply :

@) The Administration is finalising a programme to deal with traffic noise,
including retrofitting barriers or enclosures on existing roads. The financial
resources required will be determined once the programme has been finalised.

(b) A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) was conducted as part of the
Third Comprehensive Transport Study. The SEA recommended a number of
measures to alleviate the environmental impact of transport activities. The



(©)

Environmental Protection Department provides input and support to Transport
Department in the transport planning process. The Administration will
continue to monitor the vehicle growth rate to see whether any vehicle restraint
measures are needed.

Measures that are being considered to reduce the noise impact from existing
traffic including retrofitting noise barriers and enclosures on existing roads
where this is practicable and would have a significant effect on nearby
populations. The Administration is also implementing a wide range of on-
going and new measures aimed at reducing emissions of respirable particulates
and nitrogen oxides from different classes of vehicles.

Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 163

Question Serial No.

1173

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

What amounts of funding have been approved for allocation to applicants under the
Environment and Conservation Fund in the last two years? What are its approval
criteria? What are the details of the various funded items? What is the current
balance of the Fund?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan

Reply :

@) The amount of fund approved from 1 April 1998 to 13 March 2000 is
HK$26,127,336.

(b) In accordance with section 4 of the Environment and Conservation Fund
Ordinance, the ECF Committee advises on the disbursement of funds for educational,
research and other projects and activities in relation to environmental and conservation
matters. The following broad criteria are used in assessing the merits of individual
applications:

1) the likely extent to which the environmental awareness of the
local community is raised, or how far the community is
mobilized to take action to improve the environment;

2 the coverage of beneficiaries;

(€)) the nature of the applying organisations (the Fund supports only
non-profit making organisations); and



4) the feasibility of the project.

(c) Whilst the ECF Committee will consider every proposal on its own merits,
typically funded items include :

1) salaries of project assistants;

(2 transportation;

3) hire and decoration of venue, hire of lighting and public address
facilities;

4) materials, stationery and equipment;

(5) sponsorship for students participating actively in local conferences;

(6) printing;

@) purchase of refreshments for volunteers;

(8) fees to hire experienced speakers/trainers;

9) procurement of services such as processing films and slides, production
of design and artwork; and

(10)  premium for public liability insurance.

(d) The balance of the Fund as at 29 February 2000 was HK$48,361,175.

Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 153

Question Serial No.

1201

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head(No. & title) : 154 - Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau
Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

One reason cited for the 408.3% increase in the budget for this programme is to
coordinate the efforts of the Environmental Protection and the Transport Department to
reduce vehicular emissions of respirable particulates.

@) What amount of the budget will be allotted to this coordination effort?

(b) Which officers in the Environmental Protection Department and the Transport
Department were responsible for the inter-department coordination efforts?

Asked by : Hon.Christine Loh

Reply :

(@) Itis not possible to give a breakdown of the budget allocated to this co-ordination
effort. The work is undertaken by an Administrative Officer Staff Grade B, an
Administrative Officer Staff Grade C, and Administrative Officer and a Senior
Environmental Protection Officer within the Environment and Food Bureau.
These officers also have many other duties.

(b) The Director of Environmental Protection and the Commissioner for Transport
and their staff are responsible for assisting in the implementation of the
programme to reduce vehicle emissions.



Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 166

Question Serial No.

1202

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head(No. & title): 154 Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau
Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation
Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food
Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food
Question :
The Strategic Environmental Assessment Technical Report for the Third
Comprehensive Transport Study (CTS3) shows that, while Hong Kong will experience
a modest reduction in respirable particulates in the short term by 2016, the amount of
respirable particulates in the air throughout Hong Kong will increase over present
levels due to a dramatic increase in paved road dust emitted from increased vehicle use.
(Id. at 5-25 through 5-27).
@) In the light of this finding, is the Environmental Protection Department
planning to adopt measures to reduce the number of vehicles on the road, and if
S0, what are those measures?

(b) What is the schedule for adoption of such measures?

(c) Is the adoption of such measures being coordinated with the Transport
Department?

(d) What part of the budget is allocated to the reduction of vehicular traffic as a
means to reduce respirable particles?

(e) What efforts are being made to extend or improve public transport, such as the
MTR, in lieu of further road building?

()] Are efforts to reduce reliance on private vehicles among the policy options
being considered for the management of greenhouse gases? What other
measures are being considered?



Asked by :  Hon. Christine Loh

Reply :

@ The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the Third Comprehensive
Transport Study had identified among other things the effect of increasing
vehicle numbers on the environment and recommended a number of measures
to alleviate the environmental impact of transport activities. The SEA also
identified a number of possible measures including more drastic measures such
as restraining the growth and usage of vehicles. These measures would need
to be further studied in the planning context. The Environmental Protection
Department (EPD) will continue to assist the Transport Department (TD) in this
transport planning process.

(b) As pointed out in the SEA, the timing and extent of these measures would
depend on prevailing circumstances and public acceptance.

(© EPD will continue to work closely with TD in the transport planning process.

(d) One senior professional officer and one professional officer in EPD are
deployed to deal with air quality related land-use and transport planning
matters.

(e) The Administration has accorded priority to the development of railways in
Hong Kong as part of the transport strategy. Five major railway projects will
come on stream between 2002 and 2004. By 2016, railways are forecast to
handle about 40% to 50% of the total public transport passenger boardings, and
the railway network will cover about 70% of the catchment population.

()] The Administration has commissioned a study to provide more precise forecasts
of greenhouse gas emissions and to examine the socio-economic impacts of
different emission reduction options. That will help us to identify what more
we should do or how differently we should be shaping policies and incentives.
As the study is still underway, it would be premature to determine whether
emission reduction options should be considered at this stage.

Signature

Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food

Date 17 March 2000




Bureau Serial No.

EFB 154

Question Serial No.

1203

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 - Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau
Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation
Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question: (a) What is the budget for the formulation of the comprehensive
conservation policy and the schedule for its implementation?

(b) What is the comprehensive conservation policy to preserve our
natural heritage?  Will it identify areas where no future
development can occur, and how will conservation policy adopted
be enforced?

(c) What are the criteria used for conserving areas that preserved our
natural heritage?

Asked by : Hon.Christine Loh

Reply :

@ We are in the course of reviewing our conservation policy — this is done using
existing staff resources. We intend to complete the review by the end of 2000/2001.

(b) A comprehensive conservation policy aims at conserving and enhancing the
natural environment for the better protection of public health and quality of life and for
its intrinsic and educational value. Various means on how this could be achieved
would be examined. In the course of the review, we will also look into the question of
how the policy will be enforced in future.

(c) The conservation and ecological value of the areas concerned, i.e. the richness
in flora and fauna, the presence of rare and endangered species, the presence of
special habitats and the landscape quality, will be considered in identification of
areas important to the preservation of natural heritage. In the case of country



parks, the recreation potential of the areas is also of interest. Apart from these
criteria, we will also consider the land status, size and level of threat to the
areas in question as well as the historical and scientific significance of the areas.
The potential to enhance the ecological value of sites within development areas
will also be considered.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 156

Question Serial No.

1204

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme: (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

a. Regarding the substantial budget increase for Programme (3), please
provide a job description of each of the six new posts to be created
to strengthen support services and state the proposed salary range for
each.

b. Please also identify those activities that will begin full-year operation in 2000-

2001 and, therefore, require full year funding over last years’ budget.

Asked by : Hon Christine LOH

Reply :

a) The six posts to be created under programme (3) are :

One Chief Executive Officer (CEO) ($76,485 to $88,115) to take up the
secretaryship of the Advisory Council on the Environment (ACE) and
development of the target based management programme (TMP) and
performance review system (PRS) for this programme area.

Two Senior Executive Officers ($47,970 to $73,815), one to take up secretaryship for the
EIA sub-committee of ACE and to support the CEO in TMP and PRS
development, the other to take up administration of the Environment and
Conservation Fund and the Green Manager Scheme and to strengthen
administrative support to the environment division.

One Senior Engineer ($76,485 to $88,115) to prepare proposals for energy



b)

efficiency legislation.

One Administrative Officer ($35,285 to $73,815) to strengthen policy analysis
for the environmental improvement programme.

One Personal Secretary 11 ($10,420 to $20,010) to provide secretarial support.

All activities require full year funding in 2000-01.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

| EFB160 |
Question Serial No.

| 1222 |

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau
Programme: (2) Environmental Hygiene
Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

What measures will the Administration take to improve the existing licensing
procedures for restaurant and liquor licenses?

Asked by :  Hon Wong Yung-kan

Reply:
The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) has set up an inter-

departmental working group to consider measures to simplify and expedite the
procedure or processing restaurant licence applications. Since 1 January 2000, the
Department has shortened the time for the issue of letters of requirements for
provisional licences by two weeks and full licences by one week and reduced the time
for conducting final verification inspection by two working days. In 2000-01, the
Department will assign a case manager to handle enquires and co-ordinate
departmental action on each application. As regards liquor licenses, the Department,
in consultation with the Liquor Licensing Board, will consider issuing clearer
guidelines on the criteria for granting such licences.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 144

Question Serial No.

1294

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau
Programme :  (2) Environmental Hygiene
Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food
Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question: What is the financial provision for launching the Healthy Living
Campaign? What is the yardstick adopted by the Administration to
measure whether such works have actually helped improve the health
status of the general public or the hygienic conditions of Hong Kong?

Asked by :  Dr. the Honourable LEONG Che-hung, J.P.

Reply :

The approved capital account commitment in 1999-2000 for launching the Campaign is
$10 million and the revised estimated expenditure to be incurred in 1999-2000 is
$8.429 million. The balance of $1.571 million will be carried forward to 2000-01.
In addition, bureaux and departments involved in the Campaign will deploy resources
within their provisions. We are reviewing the progress made in conjunction with
Health and Welfare Bureau before determining the strategy for 2000-01. We will take
account of the level of public awareness, the extent of community involvement and the
actual improvements made during the last two years.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam

Post Title Secretary for the Environment and Food
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Head :

Bureau Serial No.

EFB 131

Question Serial No.

1297

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

154 Government Secretariat : Environment and Food Bureau

Programme : (2) Environmental Hygiene

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

(@)

(b)

Regarding the system of classifying all restaurants in Hong Kong into five
grades according to their hygiene standards, what is the Government’s
expenditure on its implementation in 1999-2000? What is the estimated
expenditure on this in 2000-2001?

What is the budget required for reviewing the system? What is the expected
completion date of the review?

Asked by : Hon CHAN Wing-chan

Reply :

(a)

The implementation of the Open Categorization Scheme (commonly known as
the 5-star Grading Scheme) was carried out by staff of the former Municipal
Services Departments. A sum of $68,500 was incurred for publications and
publicity. In 2000-01, the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
(FEHD) has reserved a sum of $30,000 for publicity on this Scheme.



(b) The review of the Scheme will be carried out by existing staff of FEHD. No
additional funding is required for the purpose. FEHD intends to complete the
review by the end of this calendar year.
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 142

Question Serial No.

1327

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau
Programme : (3) Environmental Protection and Conservation

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

1.

What will be area of work in respect of the six new posts to be created?

How will the provisions be allocated for environmental improvement,
conservation of natural resources, and reduction of pollution and waste?

Asked by :  Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing,JP

Reply :
1.

Of the six new posts to be created, a Chief Executive Officer, two Senior
Executive Officers and a Personal Secretary Il are to strengthen administrative
support to ‘Division B’ of the Environment and Food Bureau, and to the
Councils and Committees which it services. One Senior Engineer post is to be
created to help develop proposals for energy efficiency legislation. One
Administrative Officer post is to be created to strengthen policy analysis.

‘Division B’, which is responsible for the Environment and Conservation
Programme Area, has three sections. Section 1 (provision $7.1M) is
responsible for the Clean Air, Indoor Air Quality, Noise Control and EIA
programmes. Section 2 (provision $7.7M) is responsible for Waste Policy,
Energy Efficiency, International Issues, Green Management and Environmental
Reporting. Section 3 (provision $7.7M) is responsible for Water Pollution
Control Policy, Conservation and Country Parks, and Cross Boundary Liaison.
The remaining provision ($1.9M) is for the Deputy Secretary who heads the
division and for programme management and administrative support services
shared by all the sections.
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Name in block letters Mrs Lily Yam
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB 143
Question Serial No.

1328

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head 154 Government Secretariat: Environment and Food Bureau

Programme :  (2) Environmental Hygiene

Controlling Officer : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Bureau Secretary :  Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : What is the allocated provision for the Healthy Living Campaign in
2000/01? What is the anticipated effectiveness?

Asked by : The Honourable Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP

Reply :

The approved capital account commitment in 1999-2000 for launching the Campaign is
$10 million and the revised estimated expenditure in 1999-2000 is $8.429 million.
The balance of $1.571 million will be carried forward to 2000-01. In addition,
bureaux and departments involved in the Campaign will deploy resources within their
provisions. We are reviewing the progress made in conjunction with Health and
Welfare Bureau before determining the strategy for 2000-01.
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB37

Question Serial No.

0051

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : In the year 2000 to 2001, the department will develop a plan to manage low-level
radioactive waste. What are the estimates and the concrete plan? Please specify what is meant
by radioactive waste.

Asked by : Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai, JP
Reply :

Industrial, medical and educational institutions generate wastes that carry small amounts of low-
level radioactive substances. Such wastes include smoke detector parts, rayon mantles for
kerosene lanterns, luminous watch dials and hands, lightning protection conductor heads, and
weakened radiation sources from hospitals and educational institutions.

We are exploring ways for long-term management of these materials. In-house resources will be
used to develop this plan and no new resources are required.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB38

Question Serial No.

0052

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (5) Water
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :  For the coming year, the authorities intend to strengthen cross border liaison on marine
pollution issues and co-operate with the mainland department on marine water quality monitoring.
Please specify the relevant estimates of expenditure and work plan.

Asked by : Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai, JP
Reply :

To strengthen cooperation with the Mainland on marine environment monitoring, the EPD will
participate in the National Marine Environment Monitoring Network (NMEMN) led by the State
Oceanic Administration (SOA). As a member agency, the EPD would need to undertake special
monitoring work and contribute to the national monitoring database. We estimated that three
additional staff will be required. The total staff and other expenditure amounts to $0.88 M in 2000-
2001. In the first year, we will set up a working team with the SOA to establish the technical
requirements for our participation in the NMEMN. The detailed programme and work plans will
then be developed accordingly.

On marine pollution issues, in addition to the normal cross-border liaison, the EPD is participating
in the Second National Marine Pollution Baseline Survey and will deliver a report to the SOA at the
end of this calendar year.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB32

Question Serial No.

0161

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

Regarding the financial provision of the year 2000-2001, what is the total amount reserved for
formulating an implementation plan to develop materials recovery and recycling facilities?
What are the details?

b) Regarding the formulation of an implementation plan to develop materials recovery and
recycling facilities, will the Government create any new posts or recruit more staff? If yes,
what will be the additional expenditure?

Asked by : Hon CHAN Kwok-keung
Reply :

a) In February 1999, the Environmental Protection Department commenced a 15-month study to
formulate a strategic plan for incorporating materials recovery/recycling facilities into our
waste management system. The financial provision in 2000-01 to complete this study is
$1.13 million, funded from the Capital Works Reserve Fund Head 705. The total cost of the
study is $4.91 million, and the remaining balance of $3.78 million has already been spent in
previous financial years.

b) As we are still in the process of formulating the implementation plan and will not be
developing the facilities until around 2003-4, the Government will not create any new posts for
this purpose in 2000-01.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB33

Question Serial No.

0162

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Regarding the continual development of the waste-to-energy incinerators, what is the
financial provision of the Government? Has the Government drawn up a schedule for this? If
yes, what are the details?

Asked by : Hon CHAN Kwok-keung
Reply :

An item under Cat B of the Capital Works Reserve Fund in the sum of $9,780 million has been
created under the 1999 RAE for the development of two waste-to-energy incinerators with an
overall capacity of 6,000 tonnes per day.

Following finalization of the project's location and design, we intend to start preparing tender
documents for the first incinerator project in 2001 with a view to inviting tenders in 2003.
Assuming tenders can be awarded in 2004, we intend to commission the first waste-to-energy
incinerator in 2008. The second waste-to-energy incinerator is expected to be commissioned 3
years after the first one has commenced operation.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB56

Question Serial No.

0218

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : In the new financial year, the Environmental Protection Department will continue with
the development of the waste-to-energy incinerators, which has just commenced last year. What are
the results and the costs involved in the past year?

Asked by : Hon LAU Wong-fat, GBS, JP

Reply :

We commenced the feasibility study for developing our waste-to-energy incineration facilities in
September 1997. In the current financial year, we aim to finalize the engineering feasibility and
environmental impact assessment studies for a number of potential sites. We intend to consult the
public on the findings of these studies in the coming financial year.

The expenditure on the Waste-to-Energy Incineration Facilities Study in 99/00 was  $2.049M.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB76

Question Serial No.

0306

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : What are the amount of grease collected from restaurants last and the anticipated
amount to be collected in the coming year by the government? What are the estimated expenses
involved? Has the government subsidized the collection and handling costs?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply :

The Government does not collect grease from restaurants. Commercial waste collectors are hired
by restaurant owners to collect and transport grease trap waste for treatment and disposal at the
Grease Trap Waste Treatment Facility provided by the Government at West New Territories
Landfill.

From January to December 1999, a total of 67,525 tonnes of grease trap waste were received at the
Grease Trap Waste Treatment Facility. The operation cost for this waste was $11 million.

It is estimated that about 85,000 tonnes of grease trap waste will be received in 2000, costing
around $13 million in operation cost.

No government subsidy is provided to the collection of grease trap waste, however, no disposal
charge is imposed at the Grease Trap Waste Treatment Facility.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB77

Question Serial No.

0307

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : What is the government's estimated amount of grease that has been illegally
discharged into drains last year? What is the estimated cost involved for the related cleaning
work?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply :

We are not able to accurately estimate the amount of grease illegally discharged into drains during
1999.

The main sources of grease waste are the food industry, mainly restaurants. The grease waste is
collected by the collection contractors. In 1999, the EPD carried out 8,049 inspections to 5,375
restaurants. As a result, there were 209 convictions for offences under the Water Pollution Control
Ordinance in discharging substandard wastewater into sewers or storm drains. The inspections
covered all the large restaurants and most of the medium sized restaurants in Hong Kong. We have
also conducted unannounced inspections and patrols of blackspots as well as complaint
investigations against illegal activities by grease waste collectors, resulting in 12 convictions in
1999. The statistics indicate that there is a reasonably high level of compliance with the
Ordinance by restaurants and collectors and the quantity of grease illegally discharged to drains
should not be significant.

The Director of Drainage Services is responsible for maintenance of sewers and drains. He
has indicated the cost of clearing the grease that has been illegally discharged into the
sewers cannot be separately identified. However, the estimated maintenance cost on the
sewerage system for 2000-01 is $110M under Head 39. This includes regular inspection,
desilting, clearing of blockages and minor repairs.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB78

Question Serial No.

0308

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Caontrolling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :  What are the breakdown figures for the amount of chemical wastes treated last year and to be
treated in the coming year by the Tsing Yi Chemical Waste Treatment Centre? What percentage does it
account for of the annual total amount of wastes being treated by the whole Centre? What is the amount of
subsidy given by the government for the treatment of various types of chemical wastes (please give the
breakdown figures)?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply :

The breakdown of all waste intake by category at the Chemical Waste Treatment Centre in 1999/00 and
2000/01 is as follows:

1999/00 2000/01
Estimate (tonnes) (tonnes)
etchants 12,800 12,800
acids 2,300 2,300
alkalis 2,200 2,200
toxic metal solutions 1,600 1,600
solvents 3,700 3,700
waste oil 7,400 7,400
MARPOL oil 15,200 16,000
MARPOL wastewater 16,200 16,000
others 800 1,000
Total 62,200 63,000

The above 1999/00 waste intake data represent 100% of the annual total amount of wastes treated at the
Chemical Waste Treatment Centre.

The operating fee paid to the Chemical Waste Treatment Centre contractor in 1999-00 was about $470
million.  Of this, $185 million was the fee for overheads and other fixed costs, whilst the remaining $285
million was for the Variable Operating Fees based on the unit charge for treating different types of waste.

It is not possible to give a general reply for the treatment cost and subsidies for different types of chemical
waste, because the costs and subsidies vary depending on the chemical composition and treatment system
used and these variables can change with each consignment of waste. However, the overall subsidy for
treatment of chemical waste during 1999-2000, was $195 million.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB79

Question Serial No.

0309

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : What is the government's estimated expenditure for the development of additional
recovery and recycling facilities in the coming year? What percentage does it account for of the
expenditure under this Programme? What is the specific work involved?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply :

The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) commissioned a 15-month study in  February
1999 to examine how materials recovery and recycling facilities can be integrated into the waste
management system. The study costs $4.91 million and is funded under the Capital Works
Reserve Fund Head 705 Block Vote. $3.78 million was spent in 1999 and the financial provision
for 2000-01 is $1.13 million. The expenditure in 2000-01 under this study, constitutes about
1.47% of the environmental works under Capital Works Reserve Fund's Block \Vote.

Upon completion of the study in mid 2000, an implementation plan will be formulated for specific
recovery/recycling facilities, together with requirements for their development, management and
operation. The plan will build on the existing strengths of the recycling industry, look for ways to
expand the opportunity for the private sector to deliver cost-effective services and identify niches
where the government can render assistance to the industry.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
16 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB55

Question Serial No.

0345

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (2) Air
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : On the introduction of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG taxis and light buses, what
percentage of taxis and light buses are expected to switch from diesel to LPG in 2000-2001.
Please give the timetable for full conversion to LPG and whether money will be available to
facilitate such conversion. When all taxis are converted to LPG, how much pollutants will be
removed from the air?

Asked by :  Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP
Reply :

We are updating the projected rate of conversion in light of the announcement in the Budget Speech
that the duty on diesel would be restored to $2.89 per litre on 1 January 2001. Our plan is to
require all new taxis to use LPG starting from January 2001 and the entire taxi fleet to use LPG by
2006.

For light buses, we are working with representatives from the light bus trade with a view to
launching a 6-month trial of LPG and electric light buses in the next few months. The time table for
light buses using LPG or other clean alternatives will be worked out based upon results of this trial.

The Administration has already set aside $1.4 billion to help owners of taxis, light buses and other
pre-Euro standard diesel vehicles to switch over to LPG or use other technologies to improve air
quality.

When all taxis use LPG, a 25% reduction in particulates emitted from the entire vehicle fleet will be
achieved. Furthermore, LPG taxis emit virtually no smoke.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB39

Question Serial No.

0384

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food
Question :  What is the status of the study on the waste-to-energy incinerators?

Asked by : Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP

Reply : In developing our waste-to-energy incineration facilities, we are currently completing the
engineering feasibility and environmental impact assessment studies for a number of potential sites.
We hope to consult the public on the findings of these studies later in the coming financial year.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB40

Question Serial No.

0385

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :  Please elaborate on the waste management plan in terms of resources and time frame.
Asked by : Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP

Reply :

In 1999, the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) completed an internal review of the 1989
Waste Disposal Plan which sets out the waste disposal needs and the facilities required to meet
those needs up to 2001. As the next step forward, the EPD has started to develop a Waste
Management Plan to succeed the Waste Disposal Plan. The new Plan includes a review of the
existing waste management system, an assessment of the adequacy of existing facilities to meet our
changing needs together with the requirement for additional infrastructure, as well as the
formulation of a comprehensive and sustainable waste management strategy for Hong Kong for the
next 20 years.

The Plan will be developed by EPD using mainly existing in-house resources. However, a few
special assignments, such as the waste data forecast for the next 20 years and a review of the latest
waste management technologies are being contracted out. The cost of these services is estimated at
$2.5 million in 2000-01. We expect to deliver a draft Waste Management Plan in early 2001 which
will be followed by public consultation before its promulgation in late 2001.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB41

Question Serial No.

0386

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (2) Air
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Please give an account of the LPG light buses trial scheme in terms of its funding
requirements.

Asked by : Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP
Reply :

After consultation with light bus operators, the current plan is that the trial will include LPG and
electric light buses.  To support the trial, the Administration has reserved $5.05 million.

To launch the trial, a preparation committee has been set up comprising representatives from light
bus operators, experts in transport and electric vehicles as well as representatives from relevant
government bureaux and departments. Four LPG light bus suppliers and two electric light bus
suppliers have indicated interest to supply light buses for the trial.  On behalf of the committee, we
are now negotiating with the vehicle suppliers on the terms and details of providing the light buses.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
16 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB31

Question Serial No.

0418

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department Subhead: 603
Programme :

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Under Subhead 603 Plant, Equipment and Works, the estimate for 2000-01 drops
almost 90% from the revised estimate of $4,049,000 in 1999-2000 to $411,000. Please explain
the substantial reduction in provision.

Asked by : Hon Bernard CHAN
Reply :

The drop in expenditure under Capital Account Subhead 603 from Revised Estimate of $4,049,000
in 1999-2000 to Estimate of $411,000 in 2000-01 is attributed to the completion of a number of
projects for setting up new air monitoring stations in 1999-2000.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
16 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB74

Question Serial No.

0435

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (6) Environmental Assessment & Planning
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :  What will the Government do to promote greater public participation in the statutory
EIA process and how many resources will be injected?

Asked by :  Prof Hon NG Ching-fai
Reply :

Last year, EPD briefed all 18 District Boards on the operation of the EIA Ordinance. In the
coming year, we will continue to collaborate with the District Offices to promote greater public
participation in the statutory EI1A process.

To facilitate public participation at the local level, starting from 1 January 2000, we have required
the applicants under the EIA Ordinance to submit project profiles in both English and Chinese.
The availability of such documents in Chinese will greatly facilitate the public to be involved in the
statutory EIA process at an early stage.

The department will continue to promote a wider use of the dedicated EIA Ordinance web site
(www.info.gov.hk/epd/eia), which has been in place since April 1998, to make information fully
accessible to the public to facilitate their participation.

Under the current government directive, government proponents are already required to consult the
District Councils on the EIA reports. We will encourage the private sector and public corporations
to do the same.

To further facilitate the involvement of the District Councils, we will directly notify the secretariats
of the District Councils whenever a statutory EIA report is available for the public to comment.
We will collaborate with the District Offices to obtain comments from the public.

We rely on the existing resources to promote greater public participation, in collaboration with the
District Offices and with the help of the web-based technology.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
16 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB42

Question Serial No.

0484

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (7) Community Relations

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :  Regarding the campaign aimed at raising community awareness on waste recycling, has the Department
evaluated the degree of effectiveness of such a campaign carried out in 1999-2000? What other initiatives will be used
in 2000-2001 and their funding implications?

Asked by : Hon Edward HO Sing-tin, SBS, JP
Reply :

With secretarial and technical support from the EPD, the Environmental Campaign Committee (ECC) has organized
campaign activities at various levels to raise community awareness on waste recycling.

For housing estates, the ECC has conducted a Waste Recycling Campaign since March 1998; and the campaign is now
entering Phase Il programme from April 1999 to March 2000. Collection of plastic bottles was added and
promoted proactively in this phase. As of today, the number of participant housing estates has reached 300,
which include all rental public housing estates. The catchment of the campaign is about three million people
with over 800,000 households. According to the data collected during the competition period from July 1999 to
January 2000, 28,824 tonnes of waste paper, 403 tonnes of aluminium cans and 208 tonnes of plastic bottles were
collected in 236 housing estates.

=

Moreover, the ECC has commissioned a telephone survey with more than 2,057 respondents on the Waste
Recycling Campaign in February 2000. The findings of the survey reflect the effectiveness of the campaign
as summarised below :

- 48.2% of all respondents said that their residences are provided with recycle bins or recycling facilities.

- For households who are provided with recycle bins, 46.6% said that they use the bins once a week or more.

- The percentages of all respondents having the habit of separating waste paper, aluminium cans and plastic bottles
for recycling are 48.2%, 25.3% and 21.2% respectively.

- 51.7% of the respondents are aware of the Campaign.

As a new initiative for 2000-2001, the ECC aims to invite 100 additional housing estates to join the Waste Recycling
Campaign.

For schools, the ECC has just launched a "School Waste Paper Recycling Pilot Scheme™ for 100 secondary and primary
schools. In 2000-2001, the scheme will be extended to include collection of waste paper, aluminium cans and plastic
bottles for 400 schools.

In collaboration with nine local tertiary institutes, the ECC and EPD have recently initiated a new "Waste Recycling
Scheme in Universities". In 2000-2001, the scheme will be extended to target at all technical and vocational education
institutes.  Training workshops on waste recycling will be organized for students and staff members.

As the above campaign activities are organized by the ECC, which is seeking funding from the Environment and
Conservation Fund, no financial implication is involved in the Estimates.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB73

Question Serial No.

0498

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Regarding the plan of development through an integrated service-contract approach,
please state the amount of money involved, the expected cost-effectiveness and the details of
monitoring for the plan.

Asked by :  Prof Hon NG Ching-fai
Reply :

For the development of Hong Kong's solid waste facilities, the Government has developed a special
contractual approach to engage contractors through open tendering to design, build and operate the
new facilities. Since 1990, 24 projects have used this approach including 3 strategic landfills, 8
refuse transfer stations, 1 chemical waste treatment centre, and the restoration of 12 landfills. The
total capital cost of these projects is $11.5 billion and the annual operation cost is $1.4 billion.

The design-build-operate contracts are cost effective and all costs (apart from inflation) are known
for the long contract periods. The contractor is responsible for financing and carrying out the design
and construction of the capital works, and after satisfactory commissioning, to operate the facility
for 15 years in the case of transfer stations and as long as 50 years for the strategic landfills. There
is no need for Government to keep a large team of professional and technical staff to implement the
works and operate the facilities. The design-build-operate contract has resulted in competitive
tender prices. For instance, if we compare the cost of our landfills with overseas facilities which
have similar high environmental standards, e.g. those in the United States, the unit cost of our
landfills can be as low as half the price.

For all design-build-operate contracts, specific performance standards are set out in the contract
which are measurable and enforceable. To check that standards are being achieved during the
course of the contract, continuous monitoring of performance is carried out both by the
Government and an independent consultant.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFBI1

Question Serial No.

0741

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 705 - Civil Engineering

Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : Regarding the feasibility study on development of waste-to-energy incinerators under
subhead 5039DP, will it include a study of the likely emission of toxic gas from the incinerators?
Will the feasibility study on development of waste-to-energy incinerators also study the
complementary benefits on other waste reduction measures and the effects on the overall economy;,
in particular the employment of workers, through the use of the waste-to-energy incinerators?

Asked by : Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung
Reply :

The Waste-to-Energy Incineration Facilities Study will address all the potential toxic emissions
arising from the incineration of municipal solid wastes.

This Study will consider the integration of incineration facilities into Hong Kong's waste
management system. It is estimated that 2400 jobs will be created for construction of the
proposed incinerator. An additional 200 jobs will be created for the long term operation of the
facilities. However, it does not cover the complementary benefits of other waste reduction
measures. Nevertheless, EPD is currently introducing a Waste Reduction Programme which
covers all waste reduction issues. Whilst the development of incineration facilities is an integral
element of our Waste Reduction Programme, it is only part of the overall package of waste
reduction measures.

Our Waste Reduction Programme not only aims to reduce the amount of municipal solid waste
generated at source, it also aims to increase the amount of waste material that is recovered, reused
or recycled.  Our target is to reduce by 40% the amount of waste requiring disposal by 2007. Of
this, half will be contributed by engaging in more recycling activities and the remainder will be
contributed by the development of bulk waste reduction facilities such as the waste-to-energy
incineration facilities. These parts of the programme will not be in conflict, but will complement
each other in achieving our overall waste reduction target.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB43

Question Serial No.

0871

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (2) Air
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food
Question :

@ The actual numbers of the smoky vehicle reports processed and smoky vehicles tested in 1999
are both higher than the actual numbers in 1998. What are the reasons?

(b) Itis estimated that both the smoky vehicle reports processed and the smoky vehicle tested will
be less than the actual numbers in 1999. What are the reasons?

Asked by : Hon Mrs Miriam LAU Kin-yee, JP
Reply :

@ The increase in 1999 was a result of enhanced enforcement action by the Police as
well as additional number of spotters to spot smoky vehicles. The Police reported 4,874
cases in 1998 and 13,051 cases in 1999 and the number of spotters increased from 1,313 in
1998 to 1,613 in 1999.

(b) The projected drops in smoky vehicle reports processed and the smoky vehicle tested are the
result of the introduction of the advanced smoke test in last September. The use of
dynamometers will raise the overall maintenance standard of diesel vehicles and we therefore
expect a reduced number of smoky vehicles.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
16 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB44

Question Serial No.

0872

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (2) Air
Caontrolling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food
Question :

(@) During the year 2000-2001, the Environmental Protection Department will make preparatory work for
the introduction of more stringent vehicle emission and fuel standards in 2001. What are the details
of the preparatory work and the required resources?

(b) The Environmental Protection Department will have a net increase of four posts for further
development and implementation of motor vehicle emission control strategy. What are the ranking
and duties of these four posts?

Asked by : Hon Mrs Miriam LAU Kin-yee, JP

Reply :

€)) The preparatory work involves mainly the collection and analysis of relevant technical information,
discussion with relevant suppliers of vehicles, fuels and technologies, consultation with relevant trades
and organisations as well as the drafting of proposals and legislative amendments as may be required.
The work will be absorbed by existing resources.

(b) The net increase of four posts in 2000-2001 refers to the entire air programme in that 13 new posts
will be created for new or enhanced functions and at the same time a total of 9 posts will be deleted
as a result of the Enhanced Productivity Programme. For further development and implementation of
the motor vehicle emission control strategy, there will be five new posts including 2 professional
officers, 2 senior inspectors and 1 inspector.

The 2 professional officers will be deployed:

I to monitor the world-wide development of the technology of alternative-fuelled vehicles, and the
control technology and strategy to improve pollution from in-use vehicles,

ii. to evaluate the feasibility of introducing any new technologies related to Hong Kong in relation to i.
above;

iii. to enhance the quality assurance for vehicle emission testing centres, and

iv. to enhance the training of spotters.

The inspectorate grade officers are to assist the professional officers to carry out their duties.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
16 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB34

Question Serial No.

0873

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (5) Water
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : In the year 2000-01, the Environmental Protection Department will have an increase of
three posts for strengthening cross border liaison on marine pollution issues and co-operation with
the Mainland State Oceanic Administration on marine water quality monitoring. Please explain
the details of these posts.

Asked by : Hon CHOY So-yuk

Reply :

To strengthen cross border liaison on marine pollution and co-operation with the Mainland State
Oceanic Administration (SOA) on marine monitoring, the EPD will participate in the National
Marine Environment Monitoring Network. \We estimate that three new posts to accommodate one
Environmental Protection Officer and two Environmental Protection Inspectors will be required for
this purpose. The total staff and other expenditure amounts to $0.88 in 2000-2001. In the first
year, we will set up a working team with the SOA to establish the technical requirements for our
participation in the Network.  The major work of the new staff will be to develop and implement
the monitoring programme including liaison, arranging sampling and analysis, quality control, data
management and report writing.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB35

Question Serial No.

0874

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (5) Water
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :  How will the Environmental Protection Department carry out the work to “strengthen
cross border liaison on marine pollution issues and co-operate with the Mainland State Oceanic
Administration on marine water quality monitoring"?

Asked by : Hon CHOY So-yuk
Reply :

To strengthen cooperation with the Mainland on marine water quality monitoring, the EPD will
participate in the National Marine Environment Monitoring Network (NMEMN) led by the State
Oceanic Administration (SOA). The main purpose of participating in the Network is to exchange
data and other technical information on the water quality status of China's coasts and seas on a
regular basis. As a member agency, the EPD will undertake special monitoring work and
contribute to the national monitoring database.

In addition to participating in the Network, the EPD will also take part in the Second National
Marine Pollution Baseline Survey and will deliver a report to the SOA at the end of this calendar
year.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB36

Question Serial No.

0875

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (6) Environmental Assessment & Planning
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : EPD will create two posts in the year of 2000-01 for participating in the environmental
cooperation with the Mainland in the areas of environmental assessment and planning. Please
explain the details of these posts.

Asked by : Hon CHOY So-yuk
Reply :

In 2000-01, 3 posts under the environmental assessment and planning programme will be created.
Together with a post to be deleted as a result of the Enhanced Productivity Programme, there will
be a net increase of 2 posts. The 3 posts to be created are 1 Senior Environmental Protection
Officer and 2 Environmental Protection Officers. These posts are to be responsible for
conducting regular audits of the implementation of environmental measures in Mirs Bay and
Deep Bay and for liaising with the Mainland on the environmental implications of major
infrastructure projects affecting both sides.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
16 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB65

Question Serial No.

0905

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (4) Waste
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : The Department processes marine dumping permits, please explain what kind of waste
do these permits cover. Please also explain the procedure for dumping of human waste from
large ships coming into the harbour.

Asked by : Hon Christine LOH
Reply :

Marine disposal of waste is controlled under the Dumping at Sea Ordinance through a permit
system. Marine dumping of waste is generally not allowed except for dredged or excavated
materials such as marine mud, river and pond sediment. The dredged or excavated material
intended for dumping is required to be tested to determine whether it is suitable for marine disposal
and based on its level of contamination, to decide on the most appropriate disposal means.

As specified by the Dumping at Sea Ordinance (Exemption) Notice 1995, disposal of
sewage originating from vessels is exempt from the permit control. Pending an
international consensus on the control of sewage generated from vessels, no specific law
has so far been introduced in Hong Kong. Nonetheless, ocean-going vessels are usually
equipped with sewage storage tanks and they are encouraged to use them to store up their
sewage during their temporary stay in Hong Kong. The sewage can then be discharged in
a controlled manner sufficiently far from land. Direct discharge of sewage into Hong
Kong waters is discouraged unless it has been adequately treated on board.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
16 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB66

Question Serial No.

0906

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Caontrolling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

The first aim stated under the Waste Facilities Programme is "prepare plans and programmes for the
minimisation of wastes" (p. 253 at 2.), yet none of the key performance measures with respect to waste
facilities address waste minimisation.

()  Why are none of the key performance measures related to waste minimisation?

(b)  What performance targets and indicators does EPD rely on to measure the effectiveness of its waste
reduction measures?

(c)  What waste reduction measures does EPD currently promote and how do they operate?
Asked by : Hon Christine LOH

Reply :

(&) Whilst it is clear that waste avoidance and minimisation is the fundamental principle guiding our work
under the Waste Facilities Programme, it is difficult to quantify the amount of waste reduced at this
early stage of implementing the Waste Reduction Framework Plan, especially as it was only launched
just over 12 months ago.

(b) The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) aims to achieve the waste reduction targets as set out
in the Waste Reduction Framework Plan. That is to further reduce the projected levels of municipal and
construction waste requiring disposal by 40% and 20% respectively by 2007. We will closely
monitor the annual waste disposal and recovery figures to measure the effectiveness of our waste
reduction measures.

(c) The EPD is actively implementing and promoting all the waste reduction measures stated in the Waste
Reduction Framework Plan. These measures include promoting waste reduction through the various
sectoral task forces for public housing, private housing, hotels, government, airport community and the
construction industry. To date, waste separation and recovery systems have been set up in all 188 public
housing estates and 112 private estates as well as over 100 locations in public areas where different
sets of bins are provided for the collection of waste paper, aluminium cans and plastic bottles. We are
also focussing on measures to reduce construction and demolition waste by ensuring adequate demands
for public fill, encouraging other beneficial uses of inert construction and demolition material such as
use of recycled aggregates and asphalt, as well as promoting better waste management through
education and publicity. We will also be looking at introducing landfill charging to provide the much
needed financial impetus to reduce waste.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB67

Question Serial No.

0907

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :  What budget is there for the restoration of the exhausted landfills in the North-West
New Territories and Kwai Chung and what uses will be restored landfills be put to?

Asked by : Hon Christine LOH
Reply :

The exhausted landfills in the North-West New Territories comprise the Siu Lang Shui landfill,
Nagu Tam Mei landfill and Ma Tso Lung landfill and the one in Kwai Chung refers to the Gin
Drinkers Bay landfill.  The restoration of these landfills are funded under PWP Item Nos. 5157DR
and 5158DR.

The construction of the restoration work commenced in March 1999 and is scheduled for
completion in year 2000. The budget allowed in the 2000-01 Estimate for the two items is $175.5
million for the North-West New Territories landfills and $166.6 million for Gin Drinkers Bay
landfill, which covers payments for the capital works and the subsequent operation and maintenance
of the restoration facilities. Recreational uses are planned for the restored landfills.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000
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Bureau Serial No.

EFB167

Question Serial No.

0908

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO

WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION
Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (1) Waste Facilities
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

(@) Isthere a budget for handling low level radioactive waste?

(b) What measures are taken to handle and treat these wastes?

Asked by : Hon Christine LOH
Reply :

I am advised that the Director of Health has budgetted the sum of $9.8 million in her
Departmental Expenses for conditioning the low-level radioactive waste currently stored
inside the Queen's Road East Tunnel, Wanchai.

(b)  All the low-level radioactive waste inside the Queen's Road East Tunnel will be reassessed
and repackaged into new containers. The repackaged waste will be stored inside the tunnel
until other purpose-built facilities are available.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000



Bureau Serial No.

EFB80

Question Serial No.

0919

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme : (4) Waste
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food
Question :

What specific work will be carried out by the government in the coming year for the review
on the assessment of contaminated land? What are the resources required?

b) At present, what is the total area of land being assessed as contaminated? Are there any
solutions? What are the resources required?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply :

In the coming year, the EPD will develop a new framework for the assessment of contaminated land
using a risk-based approach which is now commonly adopted in other developed countries. It will
take into account the toxic properties of the more common chemicals and their exposure risk to
human receptors. We will seek assistance from experienced specialist consultants to develop the
framework and the new standards. We have reserved a sum of $1.2 M for this purpose.

We have not conducted a territory-wide survey on all potential contaminated sites in Hong Kong.
However, any person who wishes to redevelop sites whose past uses have the potential to cause land
contamination is required to carry out assessment and to clean up the contaminated areas. These
requirements are enforced through the Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance or land lease
documents. The common technical solutions for the clean up of contaminated land include on-site
remediation using recovery wells, venting of volatile chemicals, biodegradation, as well as
excavation of contaminated soil for off-site disposal.

The resources for the clean up of contaminated land depend on the nature and extent of the
contamination, and are therefore highly site specific. As an example, the clean-up cost for the ex-
Kai Tak airport site, which has been extensively contaminated by petroleum products, is around
$80 million.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000
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Question Serial No.
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Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (4) Waste

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :

a) For the past three years, what are the annual figures for the complaints received and
inspections conducted by the government in connection with illegal deposit of waste? What
are the related number of prosecutions, the percentage of conviction and the average amount
of fines?

What is the staff establishment for the handling of illegal deposit of waste in the
Environmental Protection Department? What is the expenditure involved?

Asked by : Hon WONG Yung-kan
Reply :

a)  The required statistics related to flytipping control are set out below:

1997 1998 1999
Number of complaints received by EPD 293 491 823
Number of inspections 1741 8340 4267
Number of prosecutions 42 80 81
Average fine $5,736 $5,000 $4,277

The high number of inspections in 1998 was due to the setting up of a temporary
Interdepartmental Task Force for Flytipping Control in EPD from April to June 1998 and
higher priority was given to tackle the flytipping problem. This co-ordinating function has
been taken over by the Lands Department in 1999.

b) EPD pollution control staff are organized on a geographical basis to carry out multi-
functional enforcement work. As such, a large number of our control staff are constantly on
the lookout for illegal dumping activities while going about other field duties. This
arrangement is necessary as we need to catch the flytippers on the spot before we could
initiate prosecution action. It is not possible, therefore, to quote a precise resource allocation
to this function. In 1997-1999, all the prosecutions resulted in conviction.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000
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Question Serial No.
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Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department
Programme : (3) Noise

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection
Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : The Government has planned to pursue measures for dealing with existing traffic noise
problems. What are these measures and the amount of money involved?

Asked by : Hon LAW Chi-kwong, JP
Reply :

To deal with existing traffic noise problems, the government is finalising an implementation
programme to provide noise mitigation measures on existing roads. Retrofitting barriers or
enclosures on existing roads are part of the measures being considered. Once the programme is
worked out, the amount of money involved could be determined.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000
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EFB58

Question Serial No.

0952

Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01

CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme :
Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question : What is the additional financial provision and manpower deployed in 2000-01 for
strengthening liaison and cooperation with the Mainland authorities?  Are those posts included in
the "net 10 posts” to be created in 2000-01 and what are these "net 10 posts"? Please provide
breakdown according to programme areas. Please also provide the corresponding provisions for
1999-2000.

Asked by : Dr Hon LEONG Che-hung, JP

Reply :

A provision of $5.7 million comprising 14 posts will be deployed in 2000-01 for strengthening
cooperation with the Mainland authorities to tackle cross border pollution issues.

They are included in the "net ten posts” to be created in 2000-01 for the department. The net
increase of 10 new posts comprises the following:-

Programme (2) Air - a net increase of four posts;

Programme (4) Waste - a net increase of three posts;

Programme (5) Water - a net increase of three posts;

Programme (6) Environmental Assessment & Planning - a net increase of two posts;

to be offset by the deletion of two posts under Programme (1) Waste Facilities.

At present, the department does not have any staff specifically designated for tackling cross border
pollution issues with the Mainland authorities. Such work is dealt with by existing staff under the
various programmes as and when required. As such, the resources involved are not readily
guantifiable.

(Robert J. S. Law)
Director of Environmental Protection
17 March 2000
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Question Serial No.
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Examination of draft Estimates of Expenditure 2000-01
CONTROLLING OFFICER'S REPLY TO
WRITTEN/SUPPLEMENTARY WRITTEN QUESTION

Head : 44 — Environmental Protection Department

Programme :

Controlling Officer : Director of Environmental Protection

Bureau Secretary : Secretary for the Environment and Food

Question :  Other than those studies or reviews already listed in the "Capital Account -

Commitment”, will the Department commission any further consultancy studies in 2000-01?
Please list the financial provision and nature of each.

Asked by : Dr Hon LEONG Che-hung, J