VOTESAND PROCEEDINGSOF THE LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL OF HONGKONG.

NO. 12 OF 1874.
THURSDAY, 15™ OCTOBER  1874.

PRESENT:

His Excdlency TheAdminidrator JOHN GARDINERAUSTIN.
TheHonorablethe Chief Justice (SRJOHN SVIALE).
TheHonorabletheActing Colonid Secretary (CeciL CLEMENTI SMITH).
TheHonorable the Attorney Genera (JOHN BRAMSTON).
TheHonorablethe Acting Treesurer (CHARLESMAY).

TheHonorable PHINEASRYRIE.

The Honorable RICHARD ROWETT.

TheHonorable WILLAIM HASTINGSALEXANDER.

ABSENT:
The Honorable JAMESWHITTALL ,—absent on leave.

The Coundil meetsthisday at 2.30 PM., by Specid Summons.

The Honorable the Chief Jugtice adminigers to His Excelency JoHN GARDINER AUSTIN, the
Oath of Office as Adminidrator of the Government,—in the aosence of Governor SR
ARTHUR KENNEDY, K.C.M.G., C.B., who has this day departed for England, on leave of
absence on urgent private affars.

His Excdlency adminigers to CHARLESMAY, Esquire, the Oath of Office as Acting Treesurer,
and aMember of thisCoundil.

TheMinutesof the Coundil held on the 7th September, are read and confirmed.
TheHonorable PHINEASRYRIE, in pursuance of natice, putsthe following questions—

19—"Why the bl at the Central Station was not rung on the morning of the 23rd ultimo,
when intimation was received of aFrein the native portion of thetown?"

2nd—"Why the Police Volunteerswere not called out to assist in subduing the fire?!

3rd—"Why the usud natification of a fire occurring was not conveyed to Mr. MAy, the
Superintendent of the Fire Brigade, and to the Assstant Superintendent, Mr. RUSSELL?"

The Honorable the Acting Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdlency, makes the
following Statement :—

"In reply to the questions of the Honorable Member, | have to date thet the fire bell was
not rung, nor were the other Members of the Fire Brigade summoned on the occasion referred
to, because in the opinion of the Captain Superintendent of Police, (firdt,) such a proceeding
would have been inexpedient, in face of other requisitionslikely to be made upon the Reserve
Force of the Police; and, (secondly,) because the gaff detailed for the service wias expected to
be sufficient, as the result proved. Having made full enquiry into this matter, prior to the
notice of these questions, Governor SR ARHTUR KENNEDY conddered it right to express his
goprova of the conduct of the Captain Superintendent of Police”

The Acting Colonid Secretary adds thet the explanations of the Captain Superintendent of Police
on the subject may be seen by any Member of Coundil.



Mr. RYRIE here gives notice of protest againg thereply of the Government.
His Excdlency adjournsthe Coundil at 3 odock.

J. GARDINERAUSTIN,
Adminigrator.
Read and confirmed, this 26nd Day of October, 1874.

CeciL C.SITH,
for the Clerk of Coundils



