LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL NO. 1.

WEDNESDAY, 3® DECEMBER , 1884.

PrREENT:
HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

(SR GeorGE Ferauson Bowen, GCM.G)

HisHonour the Chief dustice, (SR GEORGE PHILLIPFO, Knt.)
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secrdary, (WiLLiam HENRY MARsH, CM.G))

" the Attorney Generd, (EDwARD LOUGHLIN OMALLEY.)

" the Colonid Treesurer, (ALFRED LISTER.)

" the Surveyor Generd, (JoHN MACNBLLE PRICE.)

" theRegidrar Generd (FReDERICK STEWART, LL.D.)

. PHINEASRYRIE.

" WiLLiam KEsmck.

" THOMAS JACKSON.

. FReDERICK DAVID SASSOON.

. WONG SHING.

Pursuant to Prodamation, the Coundil met.

At30dock PM., the Acting Clerk of Coundilsread the Prodametion convening the Coundl, asfallows—
No. 16.
PROCLAMATION.

[Ls] G.F. Bowen.

By HisExcdlency Sr GEORGE FERGUSON BOWEN, Knight Grand Cross of theMost Didtinguished Order of
Sant Michad and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of Hongkong and its Dependendies,
and ViceAdmird of thesame

Wheressthe Legidative Coundil of Hongkong stands prorogued to Wednesday, the 19th day of November ingtart,
now |, Sr GEORGE FERGUSON BOWEN, in exerdise of the powers in me vested as Govemnor aforesaid, do hereby
prodam tha the sad Legidaive Coundl be further prorogued to Wednesday, the 3rd December, 1884, on which day it
shdll meet for the despetch of business & the hour of 3 odock in the afternoon in the Coundil Chamber, in the City of
Victoriain the said Colony; and the Members of the Legidative Coundil are hereby reqguired to give their attendance a the
sadtimeand place accordingly.

Given under my Hand and the public Sedl of the Colony, this 12th day of November, 1884,

By Command,
FREDERICK STEWART,
for theColonial Secretary.
Gop Save THE QUEEN.

His Excdlency the Governor cameinto the Coundil Chamber, and having desired the Honourable Membersto be

Seated, was plessed to goeek asfollows—

HoNourABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

I have much pleesurein opening this Session, and in inviting your co-operaioninitslaboursand duties

2 Full information with regard to the Finendid position of the Colony a the present time will be laid before
youin the Report of the Colonid Secretary and Auditor Generdl. The paliticd and other complicationswhich have now for
aconsderable period dfected genardly this quarter of the globe and especidly the neighbouring Empire of China, have
exerdsad an injurious influence on trade and commerce, and conssquently on the resources of this community. 1t is
however, beieved tha this depresson will prove to be only temporary, and that the restoration of peace will restore the
dadtidty of the public revenue. Mearnwhile, it will be necessary to practise a prudent economy. A lig of the Public Works
proposed and commenced will be submitted for your consideration; and | request, that you will report which of thoseworks
should, in your opinion, be pushed on and which postponed. Your locd knowledge and experience will prove of practicd
advantage in encbling my Government to arrive a a sound decison on this paint. It may become expediant, moreover, to
revisethe Esimatesfor 1835.



3 In opening the last Session, | informed you thet the necessity of srengthening the Militery Defences of this
important Navd and Militay Station and grest mart of commerce had been urgently represented to the Imperid
Government. Without referring to the vaue of the other and manifold interests, both Imperid and Colonid, which are a
stake here, | reminded you that Offidd Statidtics show thet the tonnage of the shipping entered a the Port of Hongkongin
the year 1833, exceeded five millions of tons; that is, it excesded the tonnage of the shipping entered &t the Port of London
in 1843, the year in which Hongkong was annexed to the British Crown. At the present day, the shipping of Hongkong
exceadsthet of dl Portsin the United Kingdom with the excegption of London and Liverpool. The value of the property of
every kindinthiscommunity isestimeted a not lessthan twenty millionsserling; and thisiswithout taking into account the
Navd and Militay Arsends Stores and Barracks The Imperid Government has determined to proceed with the
completion of thefour principa Fortswhich are deemed by the Military Autharitiesto be necessary for the protection from
hodtile attack of this City, with its harbour and shipping. Towards the cogt of these works, this Colony is expected to
contribute the sum of £56,000. The payment of this contribution will be soreed over two years; and you will probably agree
thet it should be ultimately charged againgt the moderate loan, not exceeding one year's revenue, which you have dreedy
sanctioned in principle for the construction of urgently required public works: | recommend this question to your early and
favourable congderation.

4, You are dready aware, from papers presented during the lagt Session, that | have strongly pressed the
expediency, on sanitary and other grounds; of the junction of the Eagtern and Western divisons of this City by meensof a
continuous Marine Embankment dong the sea-frontage of the Military cantonments and of the Royd Navad Yard. The
Colonid Officein England supports my recommendation; but | regret to announce tht its negotiations with the Wer Office
and Admiraty have not asyet been brought to asuccessul issue.

5 During the course of the Session, reports and other pgpers will be laid before you showing the condition of
theseverd Depatments of the Public Savice whichisgenerdly stisfactory.

6. With regard to Legidation, there will be submitted to you, among other meeaures, Bills to make cartain
amendmentsin the Bankruptcy Law; to regulate Weights and Meesures to codify the law of Bills of Exchange; to amend
catan Provisons of the Merchant Shipping Act; to gppropriate catain undaimed baances of Bankrupt and Intestate
Edates and to amend the Building Ordinance.

7. It ishoped, moreover, that the progressin itsimportant work of the Commission gppointed to consolidete the
lawsnow inforcein this Colony will enable severd revisad Ordinancesto be proposed during the present Sesson.

8. Youwill further be requested to consider the propriety of enecting in a permanent form cartain provisons of
the temporary Peece Presarvaion Ordinance. On arecent occasion, the precautionary meesures prompitly adopted by the
Civil Government with the support of the Military, spesdily repressed the tendency to disorder which for a short period
seamead to be threstening among the lower section of the Chinese population. Perfect tranquiillity was & once restored. It
must dways be remembered that the position of the Chinesein Hongkong is essartidly different from thet of the nativesin
Indig, and in other possessions of the Crown acguired by conguest, where British rule has been impaosed on peoples with
long established indtitutions of their awn. Hongkong, on the ather hand, when ceded to the British Crownin 1843, weslittle
more than a barren rock, inhabited only by a few fishermen and pirates. Since the firg establishment of our rule here, a
Chineseimmigration, now amounting to above 150,000, hes settled in this British territory of its own freewill, and for the
seke of its own convenience and profit. It is obvious thet this new population, while entitled to the full protection of the
English laws, isbound to obey those lavs. Moreover, the Government of Hongkong, while expecting the loyal support of
dl the nationdities dweling here together under the British flag, hes ample strength of itsalf to enforoe obedience, and to
brook no interference from the Chinese Secret Socieies, or from other illegd or unauthorized assodiations It is satifactory
to know thet the prindpa Chinese Merchants and dl other Chinese residents of worth and subgtance, gppredide the
advantages which they enjoy in this community, and are favourable to the adoption of meesures required for the
maintenance of law and order, and for the protection of industry and property.

9. In condusion, Honourable Gentlemen, | would express my confident hope that a steedy and prudent
devdopment of the resources of this Colony, coupled with congtant firmness and justice— not dry but sympethetic
judtice—onthepart of the Government and Legidaturewill, by thefavour of Divine Providence, securethe generd wdfare
and contentment of dl racesand dasses of our populaion.

His Excdlency the Governor having left the Coundil Chamber, the chair wias taken by the Chief Judtice, as Senior
Member.

The Colonid Secretary moved thet the following gentlemen be gppointed a Committee to prepare the address in
reply to HisExcdlency's Spesch:—

TheHonourable THe COLONIAL SECRETARY.
TheHonourable THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.
TheHonourable THe CoLONIAL TREASURER.
TheHonourebleP RYRE,

and TheHonourable W. Kesmck.

Quedtion—yput and passed.



Parers—The Colonid Secretary laid on thetablethefollowing papers—
@) Degpatch repecting the Defences of Hongkong.
2) Degpatch repecting contribution towardsthe Eastern Ml Service
3) Report on the Hnances of the Colony.
On the mation of the Colonid Secretary, the Coundil adjourned till 4 PM. to eneble the Address of the Legidetive
Coundil inreply to the Speech of His Excdllency the Governor to be prepared.
TheCoundl re-sssembled & 4 PM.
The Chief Justicetook the Chair.
The Ading Clek of Coundls read a the teble the following Address to be presanted to His Excdlency the
Governar, inreply to the Speech he had been pleasad to ddiver to the Coundil: —

May IT PLEASE Y OUR EXCELLENCY,

1 We the members of the Legidative Coundil of Hongkong, in Council assambled, desire to thank Your
Excdlency for your gpesch, and to assure you of our cordid co-operation in thelabours and duties of the Sessionwhich hes
now been opened.

2 We regret that the trade and commerce of the Colony have been injurioudy dfected by the political
complicaionswhich prevail in this region; but we trust with Your Excdlency thet the presant depression will proveto be
only temporary, and thet the return of peece a no digant dete will reorethe dadticity of the public revenue Meanwhilewe
acknowledge the necessity for a prudent economy; and in that view we shdl carefully condder the list of proposed public
works to be submitted to us 0 as to report as to which of them should be pushed on and which may be conveniently
postponed.

3 Weare glad to hear that the Imperia Government has determined to procesd with the messures requiired for
the protection of this City with its harbour and shipping. We doubt not that the Colony will be prepared to contribute its
share towards the cost of the Defence works to be undertaken, and we shdl carefully consider such propositions for thet
purpose as may be lad before us We trugt, however, that as soon asthe plans of the defences are completed, the valugble
lands now resarved, which may not be required for military purposes, will be restored to the Colonid Government, free of
dl regriction.

4, Whilethanking Your Excdllency for the stepsthat you have taken to impress upon the Imperid Government
the expediency of providing for the junction of the Eagtern and Western divisons of this City by meens of a continuous
marine embankment, we regret that the necessary negodaions with the War Office and the Admirdty have not yet been
brought to asuccessful issue

5. Weare glad to understand that the condition of the severd departmentsof the public sarviceissatisactory.

6. Weshdl carefully condder the Legidative messureswhich areto beintroduced in the course of the Sesson.

7. Welook with hope to the resuits to be abtained by the Commission gppointed to revise and consolidate the
lawsnow inforcein thisColony.

8. We shdl be glad to consider the propriety of enacting in a permanent form some of the provisons of the
temporary Peace Presarvation Ordinance. It is a cause for thenkfulness and stifaction that on the occasion of the recent
disturbances the precautionary messures promptly adopted by the Government, supported by the military, sufficed for the
pedly represson of dl tendency to disorder and the perfect restoration of trangiillity. While we recognize with plessure
thet the Government has ample strength to enforce obedience to law, and will nat brook theinterference of Chinese Secret
Sodidties or of other unauthorized assodations, we bdieve with Your Excdlency thet it will dways recave the loyd
upport of dl nationdities dwelling in this Colony under the protection of the British flag.

9. In condusion, wejoin with Your Excdlency in the Sncere hopethat, under thefavour of Divine Providence,
the prudence, firmness and justice of the Government and Legidaturewill conduceto the generd welfare and contentrment
of dl dassesand racesin the population.

TheHonourable P Ryrie moved thet the Address as reed be adopted.

TheHonourable . D. Sassoon seconded.

Question—put and passed.

The Colonid Secretary moved,—Tha the Address in reply be presanted to His Excdlency by the Honourable P
RY RIE and the Honourable . D. Sassoon on Fiday, the 5thindart.

Question—put and passed.

TheCoundl adjourned a 5 PM. until Wednesday, the 10th indtant, &t 4 PM.

G. F Bowen,
Governor.
Reed and confirmed, this 10th day of December, 1884.

J H. StewART LOCKHART,
Adting Clerk of Coundils.



