a7

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL NO. 18.

WEDNESDAY, 15 APRIL, 1885.

PresENT:
HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

(SRGEoRGE FerRcUsON Bowen, G.CM.G)

HisHonour the Chief Judtice, (SR Georae PHILLIFFO, K1)
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (WiLLiAM HENRY MARsH, CM.G))
Y the Attorney Generd, (EpwarD LouGHLIN OMALLEY.)
N the Colonid Tregsurer, (ALRReD LISTER.)
N the Surveyor Generd, (JoHn MAcNEILEPRICE)
N the Regigrar Gengrd (Freperick Stewarr, LL.D.)
N PHINEASRYRE
" WiLLiam Keswmick.
" THOMASJACKSON.
N Freperick DavID SASSOON.
N WONG SHING.

The Council met in pursuance of adjournmert.

Minutesread and confirmed.

Parers—The Colonid Secretary laid on the table Tdegrams and Correspondence repecting the Armament
of the Fortsof Hongkong.

Direct TELEGRAPH LINE TO SNGAPORE—T 0rRFEDO L AUNCHES—The Honourable THovAs Jackson, purdliant to
notice, moved the following resolution:-—

"Thet in the Opinion of this Coundil, there ought to be direct Tdegrgphic Communication
between Hongkong and Singapore, the nearest British Settlement; and that immediate Seps be taken to
upplement the defences of Hongkong, by obtaining with the leest passble dday aflatilla of Torpedo
Launchesfully equipped.”

TheHonourable P Rvrie seconded, and addressad the Coundil.
TheHonourable W. Kesmcx addressad the Coundil.
His Excdlency the Governor addressad the Coundil, and spoke asfollows—

HonouraBLE GENTLEMEN oF THE LEGisLATivE Counal,,—| am very glad indesd that my
Honourable friend who so worthily representsin this Coundil the Chamber of Commerce, has brought
forward this mogt important resolution; and | thank him and | thank the two Honourable memberswho
upported him for the way in which they have spoken of mysalf and of the Executive of this Colony. |
hope that thisresolution will be carried unanimoudy. Asthe Honourable member said, it isowing to my
exations thet the Un-officid dement in this Coundil was increasad from two to five, and that the
Chamber of Commerce was invited to nominate its own representaive. | am sure from the able
speeches my Honourable friend has made on this and other occasions, and from his high cheracter ad
position, that the Chamber of Commerce could not have made a better choice. In fact | look upon my
Honourable friend as aliving, and | am happy to add, flourishing, proof of the success of my palicy. |
sad jugt now that | hoped that this resolution would be passed unanimoudy, and | said 0 because it
would give gregt grength to recommendations| have dready made on the same subject to Her Mgetty's
Governmert. The fact is gentlemen, that a truly paternd Governor on this as on other occagons has
anticipated the wishes of his children. A great English satesman some years ago— refer to Sir Roeerr
rerL—sad it was the firg duty of a gatesman to be alittle, but not too much, in advance of the people
over whom herules Now it can be proved by documentary evidencethat | have beenin thisquestion of
defence twelve months t leat in advance, not of the Roya Enginear Officers, and others to whom my
Honourable friend on my left (Honourable W. Keswick) referred just now as having given specid
atention to the subject, but of generd opinion in this community. | can only say thet when | came here
there was no generd agjitation on the subject of defences, and it was | who then firg raised the question
with the Imperid Government. | have prepared a minute showing exactly what has been done, and
quating from various documents, and with the permission of the Council | will now read that minute—
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"| arrived a Hongkong on March 30th, 1883; and six weeks afterwards, after careful sudy of the
ubject, | opened the question of the Defences of this Colony by an daborate despatch to the Secretary
of Sate (Lord Deray), dated May 12th, 1883. In that Degpatch, after entering fully into detals |
conduded asfallows"—

| submit thet your Lordship should movethe Wer Officeto prepareafull and findl plan for the defences of Honglkong, and thet
such plan should be transmitted by Her Mgesty's Govemment to bath the Govemor and the Generdl Comminding the troaps, with
ingrudionsto usedl the autharity and influence of thar regpective dfficesin essiding in carying it into execution. The Mgor-Genard
Commanding hesreed thisdespetch, and authorises meto Satethat hecordidly agresswith my viewsin every respect. Hefully concurs
astothe urgent necessity of the Wer Officefindlly deciding on acomplete plan of defence, and of thet plan being carried into execution
without unavoidsbledday.

| may here observe that in the phrase "full and find plan," | referred to those various and
conflicting schemes to which my honourable friend dluded just now. | knew, of course, that various
Engineer Officarshad propased various plans, but none had been adopted, and the great point wasthet a
full and find plan should be decided upon.

"After severd detailed satementsand arguments, | proceeded asfollows—

It hasbeen frequently shown thet Hongkong commeands aur Trade Routesin the Fer Eadt; thet shipping totheamount of above
fivemillions of tons (alarger tonnege than thet which entered the poart of London 40 years ago) yearly entersthis part; and thet it is of
paramount importance nat to uffer any nation, or any possible confederacy of netions; to destroy or lessen the prestigeand influence of
Greet Britain with Chinaand Jgpen, thoserrich and vagt countries which havein al humen probebility agreet future beforethemin the
hitory of thewarid.

"SQuch, Honourable gentlemen, was the language in which | opened the question of our defences
just 9x weeks after my firg arrival here. And | have followed up this opening by along sriesof offica
despatches and (what has proved gill more effective), of private letters to my persond friends among
English datesmen and among the chief Military Authorities a the War Office | cannat, of coursg,
publish correspondence much of which is of a confidentid character; but | am reedy to show it to any
member of this Coundil. | know that you, Honourable gentlemen, like mysdf, deprecate any
irrespongble chatter’ (as one of you hestruly cdled it), which could have no other result but to point out
any wesk point in the armour of our country to our posshle enemies—to dl who fear or who envy the
greatness of England. A perusa of my correspondence on this subject will show that what has been
done, and is doing, for the defences of this Colony, is due mainly to my congtant and peragent
representations, aided, of course, by Generd Sargent, and by the ather nava and military authorities. |
amin cordid co-operation with Admird Sr W. DoweLL, and with Generd Cameron, who possessthe
entire confidence of the Admiraty and of the Wer Office; and this community can place full rdiance on
their prudence and energy. Sr W. DoweLL is now temporarily absent in the execution of messureswhich,
if they could be divulged, would be regarded by dl of you asthe best cdculated dike for the protection
of our trade and of English interests generdly in this quarter of the globe, and dso for the protection of
Hongkong. The Admiral has authorised meto state, moreover, thet therewill remain permanently inthis
harbour the formidable irondad Wivern—now fully manned and equipped—and five other men-of-war,
together with four torpedo boats and a large provison of submarine mines | may add thet | have
recertly received aletter from the highest offidd military authority in England, in which he writes that
with the ‘defensive power' of various kinds areedy provided, or which will shortly be provided for this
harbour, ‘you should laugh to scorn the passible atacks of the ships of dl other nationsnow inthe China
-

"l am sorry to be obliged to detain you <0 long; but | must now tdl you precisdly what has
dready been done with regard to the two subjects refared to in the Resolution proposed by my
Honourablefriend.

"(1) The Governmet entirdy agree that ‘there ought to be diret Tdegrgphic
Communication between Hongkong and Singapore.’ | have adreedy communicated with the Imperid
Government on this subject, bath by tdlegrgph and by despatch. | dso brought it before the Executive
Coundil, which, after full condderation, passed thefollowing Minute—

The Coundl advise tha, in the present depressad date of the Colonid Revenug, it is impossible that this
Colony should give any substantial contribution towards adirect tdegrgphic cableto Singapore, whichisdesirable for
Imperid rather thenfor Colonid, for naval and military rather then for commerdd interests

"l have communicated on this point dso with the Acting Governor of the Straits Settlements,
who informs me that his Governmertt, likethat of Hongkong, is unableto give any substantid aid to the
proposed scheme.

| was informed by the Manager of the Eagern Extenson Tdegrgoh Company that a direct
Teegraph cable to Singgpore would cost about £400,000, thet is, about twice thetotal annual revenue of
this Colony; but | have been informed Snce that thet is probably an extravagant etimate. It gppearsthet
the Company would require a guarantee of £20,000 yearly for twenty years It is possble thet the



Imperid Government might beindined to giveaguarantee, or to aid in some ather way.
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"(2)  With regard to the second paint of the Resolution now before the Coundl, viz,, the
provison of a flatillaof torpedo boats' | have dreedy dated that Admird Sir W. DoweL hasinformed
me that four torpedo boats, fully equipped, are attached to this harbour. After consuitation with him, |
have asked the Imperid Government, both by tdegrgph and depatch, to provide four more torpedo-
boats making eight indl, which the nava authorities consder amply sufficient. | may here add thet the
navd autharities bdieve that the Auxiliary Hatilla, formed of six of the deam-launchesbdonging to the
Colonid Government, will afford very vadudble aid. At my regued, the Imperid Government has
provided the Colony with afull equipment for thisHatillaof 7-pounder guns and Nordenfeldt machine-
guns, and of rifles and revolvers for the crews, together with a large supply of ammunition. | am
informed that two of the Government seam+launches can befitted for torpedos

"Thereare severd other points connected with the subject of our Defencesto which | should like
to refer, if this Minute were not dreedy longer than | intended. | should not omit, however, to mention
that, more than ayear ago, | srongly recommended the increase of the Garrison by acondderable force
of Artillery and another regiment of theline. As you are aware, a second battery of the Royd Attillery
was st out a once It isimpossble thet, a the present criss a second betdion of English infarntry
should be gpared; but | have been assured thet arrangements have been made for sending hereas soon as
possble at least one regiment of Indian troops and two more bateries of Artillery, meking four betteries
indl.

"In condusion, | would obsarve that nothing can be further from my intention, in writing this
Minute, than to daim any spedid credit for the congtant, zedlous, and successful efforts which | have
meade during the lagt two years for the improvement of our Defences. | fed that | have only discharged
what isone of thefirg duties of the Governor of this Colony a theexiding crigs”

If no other Honourable gentleman wishes to address the Counal | will now put the resolution to
the vote, and | repedt that | hope it will be carried unanimoudly; for it is cdculated to add force to the
recommendations| have dreedy madeto the Imperid Government onthe subjectsof whichit tregts

Question—put and pasd.
THEe BiLL enmimLED THE BiLLs oF ExcHange OrRDINANCE, 1885, iIn Committee—On the mation of the Attorney

Gengrd, the Coundil resumed condderaion, in Committeg, of the Bill entitied The Bills of Exchange Ordinance,

1835
Progressreported a the Schedule.
PrivaTE BiLL—SeconD ReapiNg.—On the mation of the Attorney Generd, seconded by the Colonid

Saoretary, the Bill for the Incorporation of the Roman Catholic Mcar Apodtalic of Hongkong, was reed a second

time.

A BiLL ToAMEND THE Post Orrce Oroinance—Norice oF First Reabing—The Attorney Generd gave notice

thet a the next Medting of Coundil hewould movethefirg reeding of thisBill.

ADIOURNMENT OF THE OTHER ORDER OF THE DAY—The Attorney Generd moved the postponement of the other

Order of theday.
Question—put and pasd.
The Council adjourned urtil Wedneday, the 8thindart, a 4 pv.
G. F. Bowen,
Governor.

Read and confirmed, this8th day of April, 1885.

ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Coundils



