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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL NO. 20.

WEDNESDAY, 15™ APRIL, 1885.

PrEsENT:
HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

(SR GeoreEFRcuson Bowen, G.CM.G)
HisHonour the Chief Judtice, (SR Georce PHILLIFFO, Kt.)
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (WiLuiam Henry MarsH, CM.G)
the Attorney Generd, (Epwarp LougHLIN OMALLEY.)
the Colonid Tregsurer, (ALRReD LISTER.)
the Surveyor Generd, (JoHn MACNEILEPRICE)
the Regisrar Generd (Freperick Stewarr, LL.D.)
" PHiNEAS RYRIE
" WiLLiam Keswick.
" THOMASJACKSON.
" Freperick DavID Sassoon.
WOoNG SHING.

The Council met pursuiant to adjournmernt.
Minutesread and confirmed.
Parers—The Colonid Secretary, by direction of HisExcdlency the Governar, laid on thetable the following
papers—
(1) TheCoonid Surgeon's Report for 1884.
(2) Despatches respecting the propased Incorporaion of the Vicar Apogolic of the Roman Cathalic
Churchin Hongkong.
Quesnion—The Honourable P, Ryrig, pursuant to notice, asked, with reference to the resolution passed a the
Mesting of Coundl on 1st April, whet replies, if any, have been received from the Home Government?

His Excdlency the Governor addressad the Coundil asfollows—

HonouraBLE GEnTLEMEN oF THE LecisLaTive Counai,,—As | have dready intimated to my
Honourable Fiend, | have not as yet recaived the reply of the Imperid Authorities with reference to the
ubjects of the Resolution passed by this Coundil on the 1st April. The Council may rest assured thet |
will dways communicate to them forthwith every dedision of the Imperid Government affecting the
interegsof this Colony. | am glad, however, thet the Honourable Gentleman has asked thisquedtion, for
it gives me an opportunity of laying before you a further officid Satement on the matters to which it
refers As you, Honourable Gentlemen, are dreedy aware, a paternd Governor had anticipated your
wishesin the matersreferred to in the Resolution of the 1t April, as dso with regard to the fortification
of Hongkong generdly; and what has been done dreedy, and is now doing for our Defences ismainly
due (as there is abundant documentary evidence to prove), to my constant and urgent representations
during the two years of my administration here, both in officia despatches and in private lettersto my
persond friends among English Statesmen and among the chief Military Authoritiesin England. It was
vay satiactory to me to obsarve that dl the gpeskers a the recent discusson in this Coundl fully
recognised my foresight, energy, and perseverancein promating the true interests of this Colony in these
ad in dl other matters, and to hear the Honourable Gentleman who represents the Chamber of
Commerce dedlare that "atime "of emergency has now arisen, and it isin times of emergency that we
should dl act together "and raly round the Governor for the common good.”

It will berecollected thet | expressed ahopethat the Resolution of the 1t April would be passed
unanimoudy, because it would add forceto the representationswhich | had dready medeto the Imperid
Authorities on the subjects of whichiit treated. Accordingly, on the 2nd April, | telegraphed to the
Secretary of Sate that the Legidative Council, sswdl asthe Admiral and Generd Commanding Her
Mgjesty's Forces on this Station, concurred with me on the pointsin quettion. Asl saidjust now, | have
n ot a s y et received any repl.y
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to my tdegram of the 2nd ingant. | must hereremark that if Honourable Gentlemen knew;, aswell asl do,
through my experience as Governor for above a quarter of a century, the length of time required for
officid corregpondence between the different departments of the Imperid Adminigration, they would
not be 0 sanguinein the expectation of peady answersin matters of this nature. From the officia papers
which | laid before you afortnight ago (No. 14), you will have perceived that it reguired nineteen daysto
receive a reply on the much smpler matter of the calibre of the Ordinance to be mounted on the new
Forts Now the quedtions trested of in the Resolution of the 19t April, viz.: (1) the provison of direct
telegraphic communication between Hongkong and Singapore, and (2) the provision of "a Hatilla of
Torpedo-boats, fully equipped,—would reguire an exchange of officid correspondence between the
Colonid Office, the War Office, the Admirdlty, the Directors of the Tdegragph Company, and, ebovedll,
the Imperid Treesury, the goprova of which is necessary for the expenditure of public money in eech
and dl of the public Departments However, | yesterday tdegrgphed once more, urging an early reply
showing the decison of Her Mgesty's Government concerning direct tlegrgohic communication, and a
further supply of Torpedo-boats, and dso asking when the heavy Ordinance for the new Forts may be
expected toarrive

I will now meke some further observations on eech of thetwo matterstreated of in the Resolution:

(1) With regard to the proposad Tdegraph to Singapore, | have been in correspondence respecting
it with the Manager, and find that the Eagtern Extendon Company would require aguarantee of £20,000
ayed, for twenty years, before undertaking to lay a direct cable You dready know thet the Executive
Coundil of Hongkong, while agresing with me and with this Coundil asto the importance of a direct
cable, has advisad that, epedidly in the present condition of our revenue, this Colony iswholly unable
to offer any subgtantid ad to this project. | have dreaedy stated, moreover, that the Acting Governor of
the Straits Settlements hasinformed methet the view of his Government issimilar, and thet it would not
be prepared to give materid assstance. It remains to be seen what will be the decison of the Imperid
Government on my strong represantations;, afterwards supported by thisCoundal.

(2) I now come to the sscond proposd, which |, and mogt others who have given thought and
atterntion to the matter, condder to be more likdy to prove feesble, viz, the providon of a Hatilla of
eight Torpedo-boats, which the Nava Authorities condder to be amply suffident. As | have dready
informed you, Admird Sr W. DoweLL has|left the four Torpedo-boets now on this gation to srengthen
the Nava defence of our harbour. | have, asyou know, asked that four more Torpedo-boats may be sent
out; but, though | have nat as yet recaived the decision of the Imperid Governmert, | learn from other
sources thet it is very improbable that any more Torpedo-boats can be spared for this Colony, while
many of the chief ports of the United Kingdom, and of the other Colonies, remain wholly unprotected;
andtha, a dl events no more boats of thiskind could reach usfor many monthsto come. | am grongly
of opinion that we should prefer to look to our own resources on the gpot, which (as| am assured), could
be made available in afew weeks and & a very amdl cod. | have ascartained that two of the Steam-
launches bdonging to the Civil Government, and two of the Steem+launches bonging to the Military
Departments, could be eesily and speadily fitted for Spar and Whiteheed Torpedoes | have been in
correpondence on this heed with Commodore MoranT, who haswritten to me asfallows—'I havethe
honour to inform your Excellency that thesefittings could be meade and fitted to the launchesin question
a acog of about fifty-five pounds (£55) each; and thet there are in store torpedoes which, with the
Commander-in-Chief  (Admird DoweL's) sanction, could be supplied, should your Excellency
determineto have these boats o fitted.”

| have dready informed Commander Rumsey, RN., the Commandant of our Auxiliary Hadtillg,
thet two of our geamHlaunches will be usad for Torpedoes, 50 soon asthe crews are sufficiently drilled;
and | have assured the Military Authorities that the Colonia Government will be ready to pay d<o for
thefittings of their two launches 1t will thus be seen that a v uable addition to the Torpedo Hatilla.can
be secured at acost to this Colony of about £250.

In condusion, | would repest thet, on the completion of the works now in hand, and with the grest
"defengve power” in Ships, Torpedoes, and Submarine Mines, pamanently attached to the harbour, one of the
highest Offidid Military Authoritiesin England has recently assured me that "you (et Hongkong) should laugh
to scom the posshble attacks of dl the ships now in the China Sees"" One word more, and | have done. | am
confident thet | interpret rightly the mind of every member of this Council when | say thet nothing can be
further from your wish and interttion than to countenance any feding of panic a the present moment. | beieve
thet, like mysdf, you Smply desire to see this fird-dass Navd and Military Station and grest Mat of
Commerce, placed, oncefor dl, in acondition of practica and permenent security;,—and that on the prindple
of theold Roman Maxim, 9 vispacem, para bdlum
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THEBILL ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THE | NCORPORATION OF THE RomMAN CaTHoLic VicAR APosToLIC OF HONGKONG.
—Onthe mation of the Attorney Generd the Council wernt into Committee on thisBill.

CLaus 1.

The Attorney Generd moved, and the Colonid Secretary seconded, thet fter the words Vicar Apogtalic the
words"of Hongkong" be struck out, and the words "of the Roman Cathalic Church in Hongkong' be inserted in
lieuthereof.

The Honourable W. Keswmick, seconded by the Honourable P Ryrie, moved as an amendmert, that the firgt
gx lines be sruck out and thet there be subgtituted in place thereof the words "The Sacred Congregation of the
Propagation of the Faith shall beabody Corporatein Hongkong."

THe COUNCIL DIVIDED.

For. Againg.

The Honourable WonG SHING, THe ReGISTRAR GENERAL,

" F D. Sassoon, THESURVEYOR GENERAL,
" W. KEswick, THE CoLoNIAL TREASURER,

" PRyrE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,
THE CoLONIAL SECRETARY,

THe CHiEr JusTicE

TheHonourable T. Jackson did not vote
For, 4; Agang, 6; Mgority, 2—Moationlog.
Theorigind mation wasthen put tothevote

THe CouNCIL DIVIDED.

For. Againg.
THE REGISTRAR GENERAL, TheHonourable F. D. Sassoon,
THE SURVEYOR GENERAL, " W. Keswick,
THe CoLoNIAL TREASURER, " P RYRE
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,
THe CoLONIAL SECRETARY,
THe CHiEr JusTICE.

TheHonourable T. Jackson and the Honourable Wone SHine did not vote,
For, 6; Againg, 3; Mgority, 3—Mation carried.
A few verbd amendmentsweredso mede.

The Bill having been reported as amended, the Attorney Generd gave natice that a the next meeting he
would movethet the Bill beread athirdtime.

BiLL enmimLeD AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 16 oF 1873, (TRADE MARKS).—HRsT READING.—The
Attorney Generd moved thefirgt reading of thisBill.

The Colonid Secretary saconded.

Question—put and pasd.

Bill reed afirg time

PostroNemENT oF THEOTHER ORDERSOF THE DAY—The Attorney General moved the postponement of the other
Ordersof theday.

Quegtion—put and passed.

The Coundil adjourned until Wedneday, the 22nd indart, & 4 pw.

G. F. Bowen,
Governor.
Read and confirmed, this22nd day of April, 1885.

ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Coundls



