LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL No. 20.

THURSDAY, 3® JULY, 1834.

PrEsENT:
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
(Sr Georee Ferauson Bowen, G.CM.G)
HisHonour the Acting Chief Judtice (James RusseLL.)
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secretary, (FREDERICK STEWART.)

Y the Attorney Generd, (EbwarD LougHLIN OMALLEY.)
N the Colonid Treesurer, (ALmReD LISTER))
N the Surveyor Generd, (JoHn MACNELE PRICE)
Henry Georee THomseETT, RN.
N PHiNEAS RYRIE.
" WiLLiam KESwick.
N THOMAS JACKSON.
" Freperick DavID SAssoon.
" WONG SHING.
ABSENT:
HisHonour the Chief Judtice, (SR Georae PHILLIPFO, Krit.), onleave.
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (WiLLiav HENRY MarsH, CM.G)), onleave.
The Council met in pursuance of adjournmert.
Minutesread and corfirmed.

Vore mssp By THE Finance Commimree—The Acting Colonid Secretary moved the fallowing Vote passed
by the Finance Committee—
(Finance Committes, 26th June, 1834.)
Bxtraordinary Works
cso.

1580183 Redamation at Causaway Bay, being unexpended balance of 1883, revote, ........eeeeeeeees $6,000.00

The Colonid Tressurer seconded.
Question—yput and passed.
Parers LAID oN THE TABLE—The Adting Colonid Secretary laid on the Tablethe following Papers—
Degpatch respecting the chargesbrought againg the Surveyor Generd's Department by the Hongkong
Tdegraph Newspaper.
Report by the Surveyor Generd on the progress and present position of the Tytam Waterworks 25th
June, 1834.
CLosNG oF THE Sesson.—The Honourable P. Ryrie addressed the Coundil inthefollowing terms—

"Your Excellency, asyou are now about to prorogue thisthe first sesson of the newly condtituted
Council, | ask leaveto make afew remarksregarding it. | think every onewill admit that the
progress of business during the session has been mogt satisfactory. The harmony that has
prevailed could not be surpassed, | am sure, inany smilar assembly in any part of theworld;
and | atributethis, firgt, to the fact that the measures which Your Excellency has brought
forward, and the money vatesfor which you have asked this Coundil, have been acknowledged
by everyoneto befor the benefit of the entire public of the colony; and | fed assured thet inthe
expenditure of these votes every possible economy consstent with efficiency will be sudied.
Much of this harmony has also been due to the genial manner and thorough business
qudifications Your Excellency has digplayed in conducting the business of the Coundil. It has
been my experience in days gone by in this Council that there has been a certain amount of



friction and asperity of feding between the officid and unofficid dements; but nothing of the
sort hes digolayed itsdf during the present sesson, and | fed assured thet we shdl se no
recurrence of it during Your Excdlency’s term of office; and thet you will aways recave the
upport of the members of this Council. | think no onewill deny that the re-condtituted Council
has been a success. It may be said by some people that our new unofficid members have not
given usany great oratoricd digplays Snce the sesson commenced, but the organisation of the
various committees—where every messaure is thoroughly discussad and threshed out before
coming to the Council, has rendered these digolays unnecessary. In condusion, | consider Your
Excdlency has brought this Coundil into good working order, and | am sure you will have the
support of dl theofficid and unofficid membersinmaintaining it inthet sate”

His Excdllency the Governor dosed the Sesson with the following Spesch—

"HonouraBLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGIS_ATIVE COUNGIL,

1. Thebusnessof the Sesson, which haslagted for more than four months, having now been brought
toadose | anenabled to rdeaseyou for atime from your attendancein Coundil.

2. During therecess, saverd measures of importance, to which your attention hasin some casesbeen
dready directed, will be maured by my Government, and will be submitted for your
condderation a your next Medting. | bdieve that it is universdly agreed thet the public
conveniencewill bebest consuited by opening the annud session of the Coundil inthe month of
November of eech year.

3. I thank you, inthe name of the Queen, for the supplieswhich you have granted for every branch of
Her Mgesty's Sarvice in this Colony. It will be the duty of my Government to exerdse a
watchful supervison over their expenditure, and to practise such economy as may be condgent
with the efficiency of the severd Departments Asyou are dready aware, it has been my object
to reserve as much money as possble for the prosecution of the important Sanitary and other
Public Works which are urgently required. The Report recently laid before you by the Adting
Auditor Generd shows that the probable assets of the Colony on the 1 January, 1885, will
amount to $659402. This aum will probably auffice for next year's expenditure on the
Extraordinary Works connected with Sanitation and the increased Water Supply; o thet it will
not be necessary before the dose of 1885 to take any geps for raising the smdl loan not to
excead one year'srevenue, which you have dreedy sanctioned in principle. It will be recollected
that Hongkong is one of the very few communities in the world which is now absolutdy
without a Public Detat.

4.  With regard to legidation; Twenty Bills have become law during the Session. Of these severd are
of much public importance, and received your careful atention; such are, in paticular, the
Ordinances for the Regidration of Medica Practitioners; for the fadilitation of the business of
Savings Banks for the regulation of the Pogt Office; and for the re-arrangement of the Stamp
duties together with severd mesasures amending former Ordinances which experience had
proved to be defective 1t may be confidently expected thet valuable and permanent results will
be deve oped from legidation of such acharacter, basad on no abdract theories but on practicd
experience; and neither impaired by haste, nor influenced by favour, nor impeded by faction.

5. With regard to Public Works, | am heppy to be able to announce thet a large ingtdment of the
Sanitary improvements sanctioned by you has dreedy been accomplished. The redlamation of
the unhedthy lands & Yaumati, on the Kowloon Peninsula is nearly completed; and the
reclamation from the sea at Causeway Bay will be finished before the end of thisyear. In bath
these locdities, extengve areas will be thrown open for building purposes Moreover, under
arangements with severad owners of marine dlotmentsin thet quarter, the congruction of seer
walls and embankments has dso been initiated at the Western extremity of the City; and the
early erection isexpected of animportant suburb in thet neighbourhood.

6. Owing to the length of the negatiaions with the War Office and the Admirdlty, | have not yet
received thefind decision of the Imperid Government on the proposd to unite the Eastern and
Western Prayas by an embankment and road in front of the Navd and Military Etablishments
But seam-dredging machinery has dready arived from England, and will shortly be put into
operation dong the noxious foreshore. An aggregete length of two miles of new and improved
main sawers has been condructed in the Sreets principdly of the Centrd and Eagtern didricts
forming portion of the comprehensive system of drainage in contemplation for the entire City.
But in regect of the equdly vitd question of private house-drainage, it has been found
necessary to defer action pending the passng of the new Building Ordinance, which will be
presanted for your consderation during the next Sesson.



7. Among other works of public importance, the new Victoria College and the Quarartine Hospitd at
Sone Cutters Idand are now being actively pushed forward; while the works in the Tytam
Valey in connexion with the extenson of the Water Supply continue to meke as favourable
progress asthe difficuit nature of that undertaking will permit. Preparations are being mede for
the early erection of the new Central Market. The funds required to defray the cogt of draining
the marshy landsin the Wong-nei-chong Vdley, with the view to their conversoninto a Public
Park, having been voted by you, no avoidable dday will take place in commencing awork so
desirable on Sanitary and on other public grounds.

8. With respect to Public Education; the Report of the Government Ingpector, which has beenlad on
your table, bearswitnessto satisfactory progress It will be seen that 'hoth the number of Primary
Schodls under Government supervision in the Colony, and the number of Scholars attending
such schoals have been more than doubled in the ladt ten years' It is moreover, particularly
graifying to observe that thisincrease extendsto the femde aswell asto the mae portion of the
community. At the same time, it is certain that grest advantage will be gained for the higher
education through the erection of the new Victoria College, and through the foundation of
Government Scholarships enabling acertain number of promising young men to complete their
professond sudiesin England.

9.  Muchatention hasbeen given during the past year to theimprovement of the drill and discipline of
our Police Corps, whichisnow avery efficient body. One favourableresult isthe diminution of
srious and vidlent arime. Sucocessful efforts have aso been made towards the suppression of
gambling-houses, an abject to which the principa members of the Chinese community rightly
attach specid importance; and to which the Honourable Member who so worthily representsin
this Council his Chinese countrymen recently called attertion.

10. | have now glanced a the internd affairs of this Colony under the severd heads of Finance
Legidation, Public Works, Education, and Police. But, Honourable Gentlemen, it should never
be forgatten that Hongkong is the centre of British power, influence, and commerce in this
quarter of theglobe; and thet, as| know on the very highest authority, theforemost satesmen of
England dtach far grester importance to this Colony than to other Colonies of infinitdly larger
territorid extent. Consequently, we are here degply interested in the dirring events passing
around us and epedidly inthe concerns of the vagt neighbouring Empire. | congratulate you on
the progpect of permanent pesce between France and Ching, notwithgtanding some fresh
disturbances in Tonquin; for the outbresk of war could nat fall to prove a grave interruption to
the trade of this Colony. | congratulate you aso on the probable progpect of, ere very long,
sesing Chinathrown open, through the extengion of railways and telegraphs to theinfluences of
European commerce and dvilization. | have not omitted to suggest both to the Imperid
Government and to the British Miniger a Peking thet it ishighly desrableto pressdike onthe
French and on the Chinese Governments the importance of opening to generd trade the rich
South-eagtern Provinces of Ching, and dso those extendve countries in the Indo-Chinese
Peninsula, which have latey been brought under therule or protectorate of France.

11. And now, Honourable gentlemen, in condusion, permit meto thank you on my own behdf, asthe
Representative of the Queen, for the vaduable advice and assistance which you have afforded
me during the recent Sesdon, and for the zedl and assduity with which you have applied
yoursalvesto the questions of public interest which | have proposed for your consideration. Itis
dike my pride and hgppinessto recognise the cordid reations existing between mysdf and dl
the members of the Coundl. It is generdly agread, moreover, thet your conduct has dreedy
fully judtified my efforts to procure the consent of the Imperid Government to an enlargement
of the Un-officid dement in your body, with the view of sscuring a more adeguate
representation of the opinions and fedings of the entire Community. You have indeed left little
to be desired by the warmest friends of Hongkong, whether here or dsawhere, except that,
under the favour of the Supreme Ruler, future Sessions may maintain the high character, that the
loyalty, moderation, and public spirit with which you have commenced the exerdise of your
privileges and the performance of your duties have dready earned for the re-condructed
Legidaureof thisColony.

12. 1 now proroguethis Coundil to the 19th day of next November.”



