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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL No. 10.

WEDNESDAY, 9" DECEMBER, 1885.

PrESENT:
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
(SR GeoreE Ferauson Bowen, G.CM.G)
HisHonour the Chief Judtice, (SR GeoraE PHILLIFPO, Krt.)
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secretary, (Freperick Stewarr, LL.D.)
Y the Attorney Generd, (EpwarD LougHLIN OMALLEY.)
N the Colonid Treesurer, (ALmReD LISTER))
N the Surveyor Generd, (JoHn MACNELE PRICE)
N PHiNEAS RYRIE.
THOMAS JACKSON.
N Freperick DavID SAssoon.
" WONG SHING.
ABSENT:
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (WiLLiav HENRY MarsH, CM.G)), onleave.
N WiLuiam Keswick, onleave

The Council met pursuiant to adjournment.

TheMinutesof thelagt Mesting, held on the 2nd ingtant, were read and confirmed.

Parers—The Acting Colonid Secrétary, by direction of His Excdlency the Governor, laid on the table the
following paper—

Degpatch repecting the submisson in future of the Municipd taxation to the Legidaive Council.
(No.8).

BiLL enmmeeD THE Municmt Rates Oroinance, 1885—In Covmimree—The Coundl resumed
condderation, in Committee, of thisBill.

The Honourable P Ryrie addressed the Coundil at length on dause 20, pointing out that Quarry Bay should
not berated the same as Victoria

The Attorney Generd replied.

Bill reported with someverba amendments, and the addition of adause

The Attorney Generd moved the sugpension of the Standing Orders

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—yput and passed.

On the mation of the Attorney Generd, seconded by the Acting Colonid Secretary, the Bill wasreed athird
time

Question put—thet thisBill do pass.

Bill passd.

HisExcdlency the Governor then said—

HonourasLE GenTLEMEN,—] desire to satethat it is highly satisfactory to me thet | should have now passed
an Ordinance which, for thefirg timein the history of this Colony, places the entire taxation under the cortral of this
Council.

FareweLL Appress oF His Exca Lency THE Governor—His Excdlency the Governor wias pleasad to goesk
asfdlows—

HoNouRraBLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

| dedire to announce officidly to you that | intend to proceed from this Colony to India, on my way to
England, on the 19th of thismonth. Asyou are dready aware, | had obtained leave of aosence on medicd cattificate
a thebeginning of thisyear, but | then fdt thet it was my duty to remain a my post during the protracted crisis of the
Franco-Chinese hodtilities and of the threstened war with Russa. Her Mgesty's Government have expressed "their
high gpopreciation of the public spirit which led me to this decison." Now tha pesce has been restored, the
permission to return to England has been renewed. After twenty-Sx years continuous service asthe Representative
of the Queenin five Colonies successivy,, it will beagread thet | havefully eerned aperiod of rest.

2. Oneof themog eminent of the Governors of Crown Colonies, in bidding farewell to his Council,
remarked: "1 think it very useful that the lagt Address of a Governor should be exhaudtive; thet it should touch on
al subjectsof publicinterest; that it should be astandard of comparison by which the progress of the Colony may
be measured at different epochs.” Accordingly, in pursuance of the custom established elsawhere, | will take
advantage of this opportunity to place on record a
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brief review of the principd actsof my administration here, which haslagted for nearly three years These yearshave
been very critical and eventful both as regards this Colony, the centre of British power, influence and commerce in
the Far Eadt, and dso asregards European interests generdly in this quarter of the globe, which contains one-fourth
of the human race, and which mugt yet fill agreat placein the higtory of theworld.

3. Soon dfter my assumption of this Government in the early part of the year 1883, | satified mysdf,
after careful sudy of the pogtion of your dfars thet there were three subjects of pressing importance to which |
should fird direct my spedid atention. Thesewere—

(@) Therecondtitution of the Legidative Council.
(b)  Thecommencement of the much-nesded Works of Water-supply and Sanitation.
(c) TheDefenceaf the Colony.

4.  Totherecondtitution of this Council, so asto makeit representative of the Colony generdly, | atached
primary importance; for when an energetic English community like that of Hongkong has acquired an adequate
voice and contral in the management of its own locd and municipd affairs dl necessary and well-conddered
internd reforms should fallow. Accordingly, | procured the assent of the Imperid Government to alarge increesein
the number of the un-officdid members while | gave the privilege of fredy nominating their own representatives to
thetwo principa Public Bodies viz. the Bench of Magigtrates and the Chamber of Commerce, which comprisethe
chief resdents of every naiondity. Thus the property, intdligence, and education of the Colony are now directly
represented in this Coundil. | observed in a previous address "it will dways be one of the mos satifactory
reminiscences of my long public career thet | have been able to procure a more adequate representation in this
Coundil of thecommunity at large™

5. Agan, when | found that under the former law of this Colony, the power of assessing the Municipd
taxation was vested 0ldy in the Governor, | procured the consent of Her Mgesty's Government to the remova of
thisanomaly, which was probebly without precedent in any other part of the British Empire Thus, here asdsawhere,
the entire taxation of the Colony will henceforth be under the contral of the Colonid Legidature.

6.  Moreover, in opening the Sesson for 1884, | addressad you as fallows " For obvious reasons itisin
the highest degree important thet this Coundil should adhere to the condtitutional forms followed by the Legidatures
of the ather principd Crown Colonies The address of the Governor a the opening of each annud Sesson will
contain, here asd sawhere, agenerd view of the Finandid and Sodid condition of the Colony, and agatement of the
Legidative and other messurres, and of the public works proposed. So the Address of the Coundil in reply will afford
the members of the Legidature the usud condiitutional opportunity of expressing their opinion of the conduct and
propasds of the Government.” To these obsarvations you replied as fallows "We concur in the advissbility of
assmilating the proceedings of this Legidature to the condiitutiond forms established in the other principd Crown
Colonies"

7.  Simultaneoudy with the steps taken towards the recongtitution of this Council, | gave authority, with
your consert, for the commencement of those large measures of Water-supply and Sanitation, which Mr. CHabwick,
the Commissioner sent out from England, hed reported to be absolutdy necessary "for the immediate benfit of the
public hedth;" but which were in abeyance on my arrivd. Among the more prominent of these public works have
been the very extendve improvements and additions to the main drainage of the City; and to the roadways and
pavemernts, more epecidly in the Chinese quarters; together with the organization of acomplete sysem of practicd
sanitation and daily remova of waste products; the redamation and embanking of noxious foreshores a Kennedy
Town, Hunghom, and Yauméti, and their converson into hedthy and remunerative building land; the extension of
the City to the westward, and the opening out of new areasto the commercid and industrid enterprise of the Colony;
the condruction of mountain roads for the hedth and recregtion of the community, and the utilization of mountain
Stesfor the erection of summer residences; the continued spread of tree-planting in the hitherto arid hill digricts of
theidand, to the eventud amdioration of the dimate; these, and many other kindred works of scarcdy lessinterest
to the heslth and wellbeing of the people, have been inaugurated with your assistance and by your votes during my
adminigration.

8. You aredready aware that, while authorising the works required for the internal health and
progress of the Colony, | took early and effective measuresfor itsexternd defence. On May 12th, 1883, only six
weeks after my assumption of this Government, | opened the question of the Defencesin an elaborate despatch
to the Secretary of State, in which, after entering fully into detailed statements and arguments;, | added: "It has
been frequently shown that Hongkong commands our trade routesin the Far Eagt; that shipping to the amount of
abovefive millions of tons (alarger tonnage than that which entered the Port of London forty years ago), yearly
entersthis Port; and that it is of paramount importance not to suffer any nation, or possible confederacy of nations,
to destroy or lessen the pregtige and influence of Greet Britain with Chinaand Jgpan, thoserich and vagt countries
which haveindl human probability agreet future beforethem.” | concluded in the following terms—""1 submit
that your Lordship should move the War Office to prepare a full and final plan for the
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defences of Hongkong, and that such plan should be tranamitted to both the Governor and the Generd
Commanding the Troops with ingructionsto usedl the authority and influence of their respective officesto asdgt in
carrying it into execution.” | followed up this opening by along series of officid despatches and of private lettersto
English Statesmen, and to the chief Authorities @ the Wer Office My persgtent representations; aided by those of
the Navd and Military Authorities at this Station, and by the energetic support of this Coundil, have led to the
undertaking of that system of Defence Workswhichisnow being vigoroudy pushed forward by Generd Cameron.
Moreover, my gpplication, dso supparted by this Coundil, for a flatilla of torpedo boats wes granted by Her
Mgesty's Government. As| sad in arecent address "It ismordly certain thet our defences by land and seawill be
completed before there will be any occasion to test them; and, as you dready know, the highest Navd and Military
Authoritiesin the Empire consider that, when completed, they will place Hongkong in safety againgt foreign attack.”

9. I may next remind you that the action of my Government throughout the difficult and ddlicate crisis of
the Franco-Chinese hodtilities met with the entire gpprova of the Imperid Government. With the support of Admird
SrW. DOWELL, withwhom | wasin constant communication, | maintained British rightsand British neutrdlity, and,
a thesametime, | presarved friendly rdationswith the B ligerent Powers Soddly, | made the Government House
aneutrd ground on which English, French, American, German, Rusdan, Itdian, Chinese, and Japanese Minigers
Admirds Gengrds and other high Officers on visting this Port, frequently met, and so leamed to be in good
humour with England, and to some extent with eech ather.

10. | have never faled to direct, from time to time, the attention of the Imperid Government, and of the
British Legation a Peking, to messures caculated to advance theinterests of the mercantile community, such esthe
opening to commerce of the great South-Western Provinces of China. The cordid co-operation of the Chamber of
Commerce hasnever faled me

11.  Throughout my adminigration, | have devoted much care to the improvement of the public
inditutions and establishments, and, above dl, to public education. | have dsawhere expressed my bdief that the
new Victoria College, with its scholarships enabling some of the mogt promisng students to complete their
education in England, will render an important sarvice not only to this Colony, but dso ultimady to the
neighbouring Empire of Ching; and that this will prove a powerful and honourable method of extending British
influence. Alreedy indesd severd men in high office under the Chinese Government owe their education to the
schoolsegtablished & Hongkong under British augpices

12, Inconnection with our public establishments, | desre to place on record my high gpprediation of the
ability, diligence, and public spirit of the Heads of the chief Departments of Government who form the Executive
Council; and of thefaithful and efficient discharge of their duty by the Civil Service generdly.

13, With regard to Legidation, there have been passad during my adminigtration fifty-five Ordinances;
many of which areadditions of permanent vaueto the Satute-Book.

14.  To sum up.—The recongtitution of this Coundil, with increasad contral over the management of the
locd affairs and taxation of the Colony;—the extensive Works of Water-supply, Sanitation, and Defence—the new
Victoria Callege; the new Public Park; the redamation of Causeway Bay; together with many other important
Public Works—a large amount of ussful and practical legidaion; these mugt ever remain permanent monuments
dike of my adminigration, and of your support. Whatever measure of success may have been gained by my
Governmert, it could not have been achieved without your able, experienced, and hearty asigance Asl remarked
once before, "Governors and Legidatures should gpesk by their actions™ and it is confidently hoped that our united
effortswill befound heregfter to have promoted the generd welfare of dl racesand dassesinthisColony.

Findly, in bidding you Farewell, | pray thet you, Honourable Gentlemen, and thelong line of your successors
in this Council, may exercise your important functions through yeers of growing prosperity and hgppiness During
the brief period of forty-three yearswhich have dgpsad Sncethisidand, then barren and desolate, was erected into a
British Colony; it has risen, by the blessing of Providence on the enterprise and energy of our race, to the proud
pogtion of thethird grestest Mart of shipping in the British Empire, ranking next after London and Liverpodl. If this
dty cannot boadt the ancient historicd assodaions of the gret cities of the Mother-Country, it will be remembered
thet (asit hesbeen truly observed), thelot cannot be conddered otherwise then fortunate of thase who haveto make,
ingeed of inheriting higory.

TheHonourable P RyriE then addressad His Excdllency asfollows—

Your Excdlency, | riseto movean addressin reply to the oquent address you havejust givenus It gives
me much pleasure to record that Since you have been President of this Council your management of the public
busness of the colony hasbeen such as| have never seen equaled in thischamber. | think thet Since we have had
these regular meetings the business has gone on much more amoothly, and if anything happens we aways meet
again very soon and can put the matter straight.
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The Coundil has, during the whole of your time here, been amost harmonious one. Now and then there have been
discussions; perhgps| mysdf have been the greatest disturber of the peace—but the other members of Coundl have
taken my ebullitions very good naturedly, your Excdlency epecidly. With these remarks; if your Excdlency will
dlow me | will reed the addressin reply:—

May IT PLEASE Y OUR EXCELLENCY.

We, the Members of the Legidative Council, have ligened with great interest to your Excdlency'sreview of
the higory and progress of public affairs during the term of your adminigration of this Government. This period,
though shorter than a Governor's usud tenure of office, has been marked by eventts of the grestest interest to the
communitiesin the Far Eagt, and more especidly to the community of this Colony. We agree with your Excdlency
asto the undoubted usefulness of aglance a the past, which istoo gat, under the continuous presaure of business, to
be forgotten in the absorbing interests of the present.

2. Your Excdlency'sadminigration will dwaysbeassodated in our mindswith much persond kindness
condderation, and hogpitality, as well as with the memory of a congant and assduous atention to fecilitating the
courseof public business

3. Weareglad of this opportunity of acknowledging the great services your Excdlency has rendered to
the cause of good governmernt in this Colony by your successtul effortstowards alarger and fairer representation of
itscommunity, and amore effective contral of our finances We have latdy learned with pleasure the progress made
in our greatest public work, the extengve scheme for improving the water-supply of the dity. We cannat but regard
with satisaction the rapid and indeed wonderful development of this Colony, both during the padt forty yearsand as
it is proceeding a present; and we are happy to think that the day isnot far digant when the defences of Hongkong
may be conddered commensurate with the magnitude of the intereststo be protected. We join with your Excdlency
in the fervent hope that the public works commenced, and the changes inaugurated during your adminigtration will
bear amplefruit in thefuture to the permanent benefit of the Colony.

4.  Wergoice that atedious and desolating war has been brought to a dase, and the difficult questions
raised by it heppily terminated. We congratulate your Excdlency on the success with which you maintained the
difficult attitude of neutraity during the serious crisis forced on this Colony by conflicting interests of internationd
importance.

5 In cordidly reciprocating your Excdlency's kind expressons we can only hope that every
adminigtration of the Government of Hongkong will be marked by an observance of the same sound condtitutiond
rules which have invariably guided you, by the same hedthful freedom of gpeech and abundant opportunity for
debate, and by the sasme avoidance of any tendency to infuse private views and individud fandiesinto the legitimate
current of publicbusness

6.  With these words we respectfully bid your Excdlency Farewdll, hoping that you may long enjoy the
res earned by more than a quarter of a century’s service, and that your unegudled experience may be found of
sviceinthe Coundilsof the Empire.

HisExcdlency replied asfollows—

| can only say a few words in thanking my Honourable Fiend, the Senior Un-officid Member, for the
extremdy kind termsin which he has gpoken of me and | thank the Coundil for this most gratifying reply to my
address | sdl dwaysaslong asl livetressureit asone of themost precious heirlooms of my family.

There baing no other business on the Order of the Day, the Coundil adjourned until Wednesday, the 6th
proximo, & 4 pm.

W.H. MARsH,
Adminigering the Government.

Reed and confirmed, this6th day of January, 1886.

ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Coundils



