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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL No. 17.

WEDNESDAY, 17™ FEBRUARY, 1886.

PrESENT:
HISEXCELLENCY WILLIAM HENRY MARSH, C.M.G,,
Adminigering the Government in the absence of HisExcdlency Sr Georee Ferauson Bowen, G.CM.G.
HisHonour the Chief Judtice, (SR GeoraE PHILLIFFO, Krt.)
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secretary, (Freperick Stewarr, LL.D.)
Y the Attorney Generd, (EpwarD LougHLIN OMALLEY.)
N the Colonid Treesurer, (ALmReD LISTER))
N the Surveyor Generd, (JoHn MACNELE PRICE)
N PHiNEAS RYRIE.
N WiLLiam KESwick.
" THOMAS JACKSON.
" Freperick DavID SAssoon.
N WONG SHING.
The Council met pursuiant to adjournmernt.
TheMinutesof thelagt Mesting, held on the 10th ingtant, werereed and confirmed.
Vores rRererrED TO THE Finance Commimree—Reed the following Minutes by His Excdlency the Officer
Adminigering the Government—

W. H. MARsH.

(1) The Officer Adminigering the Governmentt lays before the Coundil a despatch which he has just
received from the Secretary of Sate for the Colonies on the subject of the defences of
Hongkong.

It will be remembered that the origind proposa's sanctioned by the War Office embraced
worksthe edimated cogt of which was £55,625, whilg the corresponding armament wasto cogt
only £37,500.

It was gated in the despatch of Lord Derey of the 17th September, 1884, which waslad
before the Coundl, that Her Mgesty's Government had arrived at the decison thet the Colony
of Hongkong should defray only the cost of the necessary works the Imperid Government
contributing the armament. The Coundil was accordingly asked by Sir Georee Bowen, on the
10th December, 1884, to vote the sum of £55,625 required for the congtruction of theseworks

Before agreding to vote the sum required for the condruction of the works there was
condderable discusson in the Finance Committeg, owing to an impression that the armament
which was to be st out was dtogether inadequate, and the vote was passad with the
underganding "thet the armament to be provided by the Imperid Government would be of the
bet and latest pattern of breachloading ordnance and capable of resding attacks by the
heavies modernirondads"

Sr Georce Bowen did not fail to represent srongly on saverd occasonsthe wish of the
community that Hongkong should be properly defended, and Generds Sareent and CameroN
have supported hisrecommeandationswith dl theweight of their long professiond experience.

Thereault of these recommendations has been that the scheme of defence hasbeen very
carefully re-conddered. Ingtead of three new works and remounting gunsin exiging works the
new scheme of defenceindudesfour new worksand three new stesfor sngle heavy guns and,
whilgt omitting the works origindly proposed a Quarry Bay, it subdiitutes a complete defence
of the Ly-ee Mun Channd. The weight and power of the guns have been o greatly increasad
that much more massive and codtly foundations and emplacements have to be provided for
them. An idea of the difference in the guns now propased from those origindly contermplated
may be gathered from the revised esimate of cogt of the asamaments, which, insteed of being
£37,500, will now amount to £118,500.
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In June 1885, the Mgor-Generd Commanding represented to the Governor the
necessity of alarge increase in the amount contributed by the Colony, in order to mest the cost
of the improved and extended works of defence, and, in accordance with the Colonid
Regulations, the Governor referred the quegtion to the Secrtary of State before asking the
Coundil to vote the necessary sum. The Despatch now laid before the Council conveys the
sanction of Her Mgesty's Government to the gpplication for such vote. It will be seen from this
Degpatch and its endosure thet the revised edimate of the cogt of condructing the Defence
Worksis£116,000 insteed of £55,625.

The Secrdary of State for the Colonies has no doulot that the Coundl will loyaly consent
to vote the necessary amount for completing the Defences of Hongkong in an effident manner.
The Officer Adminigering the Government therefore asks the Coundl to vote the additional
aum of £60,375. It gopears doubtful whether any part will be pert before 1887, but it is
necessary thet a vote should be passed to endble the Royd Enginears Department to enter into
contractsfor the execution of theworks

Government House, Hongkong, 16th February, 1886.
W. H. MARsH.
(2) The Officer Adminigering the Government recommends the Coundil to revote the following

UMs—

35;?:&5 Amournt due to the late Contractor for the Scavenging of the City during the
fird 6 daysof NOVEMbES, 1885, ......c.cvmvrerrereernieresssssssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssnnss $ 29600

Government House, Hongkong, 16th February, 1886.
W. H. MARsH.
(3) The Officer Adminigering the Government recommends the Coundil to revote the following
UMs—

255-3%85 For re-building the retaining wal below the Civil Hospita, damaged by the
(5 0= 8 {1 OO S $8,000.00

zaa(;;?éss For building aretaining wall to prevent landdips a the rear of Inland Lot 696,
Eadt of the Government Civil HOOItA, ......coereeeereesereesneeessesssseseesesessanns $ 945.00

Owing to the late period of the year & which these votes were passd
(November, 1885), it was not possibleto completetheworks

Government House, Hongkong, 16th February, 1886.

TheActing Colonid Secretary moved that these Votes be referred to the Finance Committee.

The Colonid Tressurer seconded.

Question—yput and passed.

THE LATE HonouraBLE F. B. Jornson—The Honourable P RYREE, refarring to the news just received of the
degth of the Honourable F. B. Jornson, formerly a Member of this Coundil, moved a vote of condolence with the
widow and family of the decessed.

TheHonourable T. Jackson seconded.

Question—yput and passed.

BiLLs Passsb.—On the mation of the Attorney Generd, seconded by the Acting Colonid Secretary, the
fallowing Billswereread athird time and pessad—

(@) Bill to regulate the printing of Newspapers and Books and the kegping of Printing Presses
within the Colony.
(b) Bill torepeal theUsury Lawsand tofixalegal Rate of Interest.

BiLL enmitLep THE TrRabE Marks OrDINANCE, AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1886—First Reaping.—On the
moation of the Attorney Generd, seconded by the Acting Colonid Secretary, this Ordinancewasreed afirg time.

The Attorney Generd gave natice that & the next meeting of Coundil he would move the second reading of
thisBill.
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BiLL enmiTLED THE ReLiGious CeremoNIEs AND FEsTivaLs ORDINANCE, 1886—The Attorney Generd moved,
and the Acting Colonid Secretary seconded that the Coundl go into Committeeon thisBill.

The Honourable W. Kesmck moved, as an amendment, that the Bill be referred to a Specid Committee
condging of thefalowing Members

TheHonourdble THe ATTORNEY GENERAL.
" THE TREASURER.
" THE SURVEYOR GENERAL.
" P RYRE
" T. JACKSON.
WonG SHing, and
THEMoVER.

TheHonourable F. D. Sassoon seconded.
Question—yput and passed.
The Council then adjourned urttil Tuesday, the 23rd ingtart, at 4 p.m., to condder the ury Ligt for the year.

W.H. MARsH,
Adminigering the Government.

Reead and confirmed, this3rd day of March, 1886.

ARATHOON SETH,
Clek of Councils



