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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL No. 20.

WEDNESDAY, 17™ MARCH, 1886.

PrReseNT:
HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM HENRY MARSH, C.M.G.
Adminigtering the Government in the absence of His Exodlency SR Georce Ferauson Bowen, GCM.G.
HisHonour the Chief Justice, (SR GEORGE PHILLIPFO, Knt.)
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secrdtary, (FRepERICK StEwaRT, LL.D.)

" the Adting Attorney Generd, (EDwaRD JAMES ACKROYD.)

" the Calonid Tressurer, (ALFRED LISTER))

" the Surveyor Generd, (JoHN MACNBILE PRICE)

N PHINEASRYREE.

N WiLuiam KEsmick.

. THOMAS JACKSON.

" FReDERICK DAVID SASSOON.

N WONG SHING.

ABsNT:
TheHonourablethe Attormey Generdl, (Ebwarp LoucHLIN OMALLEY,) onleave

The Coundl met pursuant to adjournment.

TheMinutesof thelast Medting, held on the 10th instant, were read and corfirmed.

Vore oF Moner ReFeRRED TO THE FNANCE CommimTee—Reed the fallowing Minute by His Excdlency the
Officer Administering the Government—

W.H. MARsH.

The Officer Administering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote the fallowing sum, viz.—$450 to
encblethe Sanitary Board to carry out the pedid deenaing of tenementswithin thedity.

TheBoard, with the gpprova of the Government, hes decided thet the Chinese community should beinvitedto give
their dwdlingsathorough specid deensing threetimes ayear, such deangngsto teke place as near to the 14 February, 19
June, and 1t October, asthar festivaswill permit; the Government rendering asssancein theway of supplying additiond
weter, and providing additiond fadlitiesfor theremovd of refuse

The Board esimate that each of these deenaings will cost $150, and the sum now recommended is to engble the
Board to defray the expensesincurred under thisheading during 1886.

During thelast gpedid deansing, 180 tonsabovethe average daily quantity of refusewere removed inthisway.

Government House, Hongkong, 16th March, 1886.

The Acting Colonid Secretary moved thet thisvote be referred to the Finance Committee.

The Colonid Tressurer ssconded.

Question—put and passd.

MINUTE—INVASION OF TERRITORIAL RigHTs oF THE CoLony.—Reed the fallowing Minute by His Excdlency the
Officer Adminigtering the Government—

W.H. MARH.

The Officer Adminigering the Government informs the Coundl thet he hes recdved a
communication from Her Mgesty's Chagé dAffares a Peking daing that he had mede strong
representationsto the Minigers of the Tsungli Yamén on the unwarrantable action of the Chinese Offiddsin
saizing aChinese subject accused of piracy who hed taken refugein thisColony.

The Ministers have expressed their regret for what hed occurred, and assured Her Mgesty's Chargé
dAffares that the Goveror-Generd of Fuhkien would be directed to meke suitable excuses to the
Hongkong Government, and that ingructions would be sent to the High Locd Officids thet Hongkong was
British Territory, and thet any invasion of its rights or territory must be very carefully guarded againgt in
future

Her Mgesty's Chargé dAffaires expresses the bdief thet the represantations which he has mede will
effectudly put asop to such occurrencesin future,

The British Consul a& Foochow was some time ago informed by the Governor-Generd of Fuhkien
thet the Nave Officer in charge of the Ngai San hed for hisirregular conduct & Hongkong been deprived of
hiscommand and hed hed hisbutton teken fromhim.

The datus of Chinese Cruisers and their interference with the Junk trade of Hongkong will, it is
hoped, befindly settled by the Commission to be gppointed before long for the consideration of thisquestion
under the 7th Artide of the 3rd Section of the Chefoo Convention.

Government House, Hongkong, 15th March, 1886.
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ParerS—The Acting Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdlency the Officer Administering the

Governmert, laid on the table the following papers—
(@) Despatch repecting the postponement of the proposed Loan. (No. 14.)
(b) Despatchreecting the new Heavy Gunsfor Defensve purposes. (No. 15)
(c) Correspondence respecting Quarantine Regulaions (No. 16.)

Vore oF Money mssp BY THE FiNance Covmimmee—The Acting Colonid Secretary reed the following
report of the Finance Committee—

(Finance Committeg, 12th March, 1886.)
Additiond voteof £60,375 for Defences,

The Committee unanimoudy recommend the payment of the additiond sum of £60,375 now
asked for, but they do so on the diginct understanding thet this vote shdl befind for the military and
defensve purposes of the Colony.

To pay thissum and complete the essentid public works in progress, the Colony must borrow,
and the resuilt will be, that interest and the provision of asnking fund will o cripple the resources of
the Colony, that urgently nesded sanitary works mugt, for the present, beleft in ébeyance The Colony,
being merdy a depdt, without naturd products, is unable to increese its revenue to any gppreciable
extent, and it will beimpossblefor any further contribution to be mede for military purposss.

The Committee next procead to the consderation of the means to be devisad for meeting the
interest and the sinking fund in connection with the L.oan which must beraised.

The Committee unanimoudy condder that the best means of doing S0 would chiefly be by an
increase of Stamp Duty.

The Acting Colonid Secretary added thet the Committee afterwards prooeeded to consider the Loan Bill, the
result of which will be brought up later, as His Excelency the Officer Adminigering the Government was in
communication with the Secretary of Satefor the Colonieson the subject.

TheHonourable W. Kesmck moved that, asthe subject trested in the above report was of vast importanceto
the Colony, the consideration of the report should be postponed to this day week.

TheHonourable P Ryrie seconded.

Question—yput and passed.

THe ReLicious CeramoNIES AND FesTivaLs BiLL—Rerort oF Srecial Commimtee—The Honourable W.
Keswick, Chairman of the Specid Commiittee gppointed to congder this Bill, presented the report of the Committee
intheform of arevisad Bill, and gave natice that when the Coundil went into Committee on the Bill hewould move
the addition of adlause.

QuesTion—The Honourable W. Keswick, pursuant to notice, asked thefallowing question—

When will the Lazaretto on Stone Cuitters Idand be completed, and pending its construction,
what provisonwill there beready to meet any outbresk of infectious or contagious diseases?

The Surveyor Generd replied that the permanent buildings for the L azaretto were contracted to be reedy on
the 1 of July next; and that, pending the completion of the permanent buildings sLitable accommodation was
being provided for the reception of the Sick, should occasion requireit, intemporary and provisond matsheds

WitHDRAWAL OF THE EccLesasmical Grant.—The Honourable T. Jackson gave notice that a the next
mexting hewould movethe fallowing resolutions, and introduce a Cathedrd Bill:—

1—That the Secretary of State for the Colonies beinvited to reconsider the decison which has
been arived a as to the withdrawad of ecdedadicd grants in this Colony, with a view to the
continuance of such grants; asin Singaporeand in Mauritius,

2—That the only expenditure which could be retrenched under the indructions received is a
amdl dary, nomindly of £800, but redly of £640, paid to the Colonid Chaplain, and representing
little more than remuneration for the necessary sarvices of burying the deed, attendance @ the gedl, &
hogpitds &c.

3—That if thissalary bewithdrawn, the Colony will haveto pay nearly if not quiteasmuchin
dlowances for these sarvices thus subgtituting a precarious and unsatisfactory arrangement for one
whichworksto the satisfaction of &l concerned.

4—That the ingtructions to disestablish the Church on the first opportunity were not called for
by any public demand, and that no public feding exigsin the Colony on the subject exogpt such asis
adverseto the course proposed.
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5—Thet the palicy of disestablishment, ill far from being generdly acoepted & home, hes
been, asfar asthe information of this Council goes, digageful to every Colony on which it has been
imposed; that it hes been reversad in two Colonies, and in at least one more continues to be an offence
and apublic grievanceto the Community.

6—Theat a doubtful policy of this kind should not be, in ignorance of many of the essentid
drcumgtances of the case, neadlesdy forced upon an unwilling community which, adminigering its
own revenue, is more interested in guarding againg the misgppropriation of thet revenue than any
externd authority canbe.

BiLLsREAD A ssconp TIME—ON the mation of the Acting Attorney Generd,, seconded by the Acting Colonid
Saoretary, thefollowing Billswere read asecond time—

(@) ABill entitted An Ordinanceto amend the Law relating to Vegrants

(b) ABiIll entitled An Ordinanceto amend the Law asto Salesof Land by Public Auction.

(c) A Bill entited An Ordinance for the Reief of Widows and Children of Intestates where the
personal estateisof small value

The Acting Attorney Generd gave naticethat a the next mesting of Coundil he would movethat the Coundil
gointo Committeeonthexe Bills

PosrroNement oF THE OTHER Orpers oF THE Dav—The Adting Attorney Generd moved that the other
Ordersof the Day be postponed.

ApsournmvenT.—The Coundl then adjourned to Wednesday, the 24th ingtartt, a 4 p.m.

W.H. MARsH,
Adminigering the Governmert.

Read and confirmed, this 24th day of March, 1836.

ARATHOON SETH,
Clek of Councils



