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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL No. 24.

WEDNESDAY, 14™ APRIL, 1886.

PRESENT:
HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM HENRY MARSH, C.M.G.,

Adminigtering the Government in the absence of His Exodlency SR Georce Ferauson Bowen, GCM.G.

HisHonour the Chief Justice, (SR GEORGE PHILLIPFO, Knt.)
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secrdtary, (FRepeRICK StewaRT, LL.D.)
" the Adting Attorney Generdl, (EDwaRD JAMES ACKROYD.)
" the Calonid Tressurer, (ALFRED LISTER))
" the Surveyor Generd, (JoHN MACNBILE PRICE)
N PHINEASRYREE.
N WiLuiam KEsmick.
N WONG SHING.
ABsNT:
TheHonourablethe Attormey Generdl, (Ebwarp LoucHLIN OMALLEY,) onleave
" THomAS JACKSON (On leave).
Y FReDERICK DAVID SASSOON (0N leave).

The Coundl met pursuant to adjournment.

TheMinutesof thelast Medting, hdd on the 7thinstant, were reed and confirmed.

Parers—The Acting Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdllency the Officer Administering the Governmertt,
laid on theteble thefollowing pgpers—

(@) Annud Wegther Report of the Director of the Obsarvatory, for 1885. (No. 25.)

(b) Report of the Director of the Obsarvatory on FHve-day Meens of the principd Meteorologicd
Elements, for 1885. (No. 26.)

(c) Report of the Adting Supeintendent of the Botanicd and Afforetation Department, for 1835.
(No.27.)

Vores msseD BY THE FiNance CommiTTEE—The Ading Colonid Secretary moved the fallowing Votes pessed by
the Finance Committeg, and laid upon thetable, by direction of His Excdlency the Officer Administering the Government,
the Minutes of Procssdings of the Committeein connection therewith—

(Finance Committeg, 7th April, 1886.)

PAYMENTSIN EXCESS OF THE ESTIMATES FOR 1886.

ESTABLISHMENTS.
Observatory.
cso.

700155, SAlary of an additiond Chinese Clerk, a $40 per Month, BMOMINS, ......cuuuuuueuuemmmssssssssssssssssssssss $ 32000

SeRvICES EXCLUSVE OF ESTABLISHMENTS.
Worksand Buildings
CSo.

6780 1955, Cenerd reparsto Mountain LOOgEat VICHOMAIPEEK, .......cceeweerrresessssesessesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessss s $1,386.00

The Colonid Tressurer ssconded.
Question—put and passd.
BiLL eniTLED THE Stamp ORDINANCE, 1886 —ReroRT oF SreciaL CommiTTEE—The Colonid Tressurer read the
following Report of the Specid Committee on thisBill.—
Report of the Special Committee of the Legidative Coundl appainted to consder a Bill
entitled the Sarmp Ordinance, 1836.

The Specid Committee gppointed to report on the draft anended Slamp Ordinance, on going
carefully into the probeble expenditure of the Colony, are of opinion thet no urgency exidts for additiond
taxation at this time, and they recommend thet the consideration of increese to the Revenue be postponed
until funds are actudly nesded, when, should unforessen dams be made upon the Treasury on acoount of
Typhoons or other locd causes, the Legidative Coundil might be cdled upon to sanction an increese in the
Samp Duties, of whichin prindipleit has gpproved.

Coundl Chamber, Hongkong, 7th April, 1886.

The Tressurer then addressad the Coundil and conduded by stating that he proposed thet the Bill should be
procesded with, the dutiesbeing kept precticdly asthey arein the present Ordinances with some amendments of detall and
consolidation.
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The Officer Adminigtering the Government addressed the Coundil asfollows—

After hearing the report of the Specid Committee on the proposed incresse of the Samp Duties and
theexplanaion given by the Tressurer, | beg to announce to the Coundil thet itisnot my intention to procesd
with this Ordinance asameeaurefor increesing the taxation, & least during the present Session.

It will be convenient perhapsif | recapitulate for the information of the Coundil what has been done
with repect to thisquestion of theimposition of additiond Stamp duties.

| lad on this teble as far back as the 17th February last a Depatch from the Seordary of Sate
together with aMinute of my own asking the Coundil to vote an additiond sum of £60,000 for the Military
defences of the Colony. The despatch and minute were referred in due course to the Finance Committee
who hed to consder a the same time what means were to be devisad for medting the interest and sinking
fund ontheloan which it was necessary to raiseto providefor thisaswell as other extraordinary expenditure.
Theresolution of the Finance Committeewhich was aterwards adopted unanimoudy by the Coundil westo
the effect thet "the best means of doing so would chiefly be by an increase of Stamp duty.” A Specid
Committee of Coundl was then gppointed to consider in detal what incresses should be made in a draft
Stamp Bill whichwasintroduced and reed afirg time.

Snce however, the question wes firg raised the accounts of Revenue and Expenditure of the past
year have been dosed and laid before the Coundil. The accounts of receipts during the firgt quarter of the
present year have dso been mede up. The Specid Committee to which the Draft Samp Bill had been
referred hes efter carefully conddering thefinendd datementssubmitted to it, cometo thecondusion thet in
view of the prospects of expanding trade and Revenue there is no immediate necessity for imposing
additiond taxation, and asit is dear to me thet the surplus revenue of the present year will be more then
auffident to meet theinterest and sinking fund on the portion of theloan whichit will be necessary to borrow
this year, | beg to announce to the Coundil thet | do not intend to proceed any further this Session with the
Stamp Bill asamessurefor imposing additiond taxation. Thereare however afew smdl amendmentsto the
Stamp Ordinance passed legt year which experience has shown to be necessary and advantage will betaken
of thedrcumgtance that adraft Slamp Actisnow beforethe Coundil to introduce theseamendments

When Sir Georce Bowen announced to this Coundil on 18th November lest that hedid not intend to
proosd further & thet moment with the Spirit Farm Bill he Sated thet it “was confidently hoped that the
progressive development of our commerce now rdieved from the depression caused by the recent hodtilities
in this part of the world will of itsdf lead to a growing extenson of the public Revenue™ It is most
sisfactory to sse Sgnsthat thisanticipation will in dl probability be redized. An opinion was expressad on
the same occasion by one of the unofficid members "that the ordinary Revenue which we shl recave will
be auffident to meat dl cdls made upon it Whether this opinion will prove a correct oneiit is of course
imposshle a presant to foresee | bdieve mysdf that & some future date extra taxation will become
absolutdy necessary.

The Tressurer then gave natice thet & the next meeting of Coundil he would move the second reeding of this Bill,
the Schedule to be substituted by the onenow in force

BiLLs READ A sEcoND TIME—OnN the mation of the Acting Attorney Generd, ssconded by the Acting Colonid
Seoretary, thefollowing Billswereresd asscond time—

(@) ABiIll entitled The Loan Ordinance, 1886.
(b) ABIll entitled The Peace Preservation Ordinance, 1836.

BiLL READ A THIRD TIME, AND RASSED.—On the mation of the Adting Attorney Generd, seconded by the Adting
Colonid Secretary, the Bill entitled An Ordinance for the Relief of Widows and Children of Intestates where the personal
edateisof sl value wasreed athirdtime

Quedtion put—that thisBill do pess

Bill passed.

BiLL ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO CONSOLIDATE AND AMEND THE LAW FOR FREVENTING FRAUDS UFON CREDITORS BY
SECRET BILLS OF SALE OF PERIONAL CHATTELS—CommiTten.—On the motion of the Acting Attomey Generd, seconded
by the Acting Colonid Secretary, the Coundil wertt into Committeeon this Bill.

Bill reported without amendment.

The Adting Attorney Generd gave natice that at the next meeting of Coundl he would move the third reeding of
thisBill.

PosTPONEMENT OF THE OTHER ORDERS OF THE DAy —On the motion of the Acting Attorney Generd, the other
Ordersof the Day were postponed.

ApxournmvenT.—The Coundl then adjourned to Wednesday, the 21t indart, &t 4 p.m.

W. H. MARsH,
Adminigering the Governmant.
Reed and confirmed, this 21 day of April, 1836.
ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Coundls



