LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL No. 4.

FRIDAY, 5™ NOVEMBER, 1886.

PrESENT:
HISEXCELLENCY WILLIAM HENRY MARSH, CM.G,,
Adminigering the Government in the absence of HisExcdlency Sr Georee Ferauson Bowen, G.CM.G.
HisHonour the Chief Judtice, (SR GeoraE PHILLIFFO, Krt.)
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secretary, (FREDERICK STEWART.)
" the Adting Attorney Generd, (EbwaRD JAMES ACKROYD.)
" the Colonid Treesurer, (ALerReD LISTER.)
N the Surveyor Generd, (JoHn MACNELE PRICE)
N Henry Georee THomseETT, RN.
PHINEAS RYRIE.
N Freperick DavID SAssoon.
" WONG SHING.
Y ALEXANDER PaLMER MACEWEN, (Vicethe Honourable THomas Jackson, onleave).
JorN BELL-IRvING, (Vice the Honourable WiLLiam KEswick, onleave).

Pursuant to Prodanaﬂon the Coundil met. The Chair wastaken by the Chief Judtice as Senior Member.

At 4 odock pm., the Clerk of Coundilsreed the Prodamation convening the Council, asfollows—

No. 14.

PROCLAMATION.
[Ls] W.H. MARsH.

By His Excdlency WiLLiam Henry MarsH, Companion of the Mogt Didinguished Order of Saint Miched
and Saint George, Officer Adminitering the Government and Commander-in-chief of the Colony of Hongkong
and its Dependencies, and Vice-admird of thesame.

Inexerdse of the powersin me vested as Officer Administering the Government aforesad, |, WiLLiam Henry
MaRrsH, do hereby prodaim that a Session of the Legidative Coundil of Hongkong shal commence and be holden
for the despatch of busness on Fiday, the 5th day of November, 1886, a the hour of four odock inthe afternoon, in
the Legidative Coundil Chamber, inthe City of Victoria, within the ssid Colony; and the membersof the Legidative
Council are hereby required to give thar atendance at the said time and place accordingly.

Given under my hand and the public sed of the Colony, & Government House, this 30th day of October,

1886.
By Command,
FREDERICK STEWART,
Acting Colonial Secretary.
Gop Save THe QUEEN.
His Excdlency the Officer Adminigtering the Government then came into the Coundil Chamber, and was
pleasad to goeck asfollows—

HoNouraBLE M EMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COoUNCIL,

Asl ddl indl probahility be soon rdieved of the responsble duties of adminigtering the Government of this
Colony, it would obvioudy be imprudent for me to meke any statements which might pledge the Governor,
regarding the bus nessthat will betransacted during the ensuing session.

2. Thee ae, however, some public measures dther dready under consideraion, or in regard to which
recommendations have been received from Her Mgesy's Secretary of State for the Colonies, which ought to be
pushed on assoon aspossible

3. Asrggadsthe Finandd postion of the Colony, the Acting Colonid Secretary and Auditor Generd, in
his report of 16th September last accompanying the Edimates for next year, dated thet he anticipated that the
Revenue of the present yeer, which had been estimeted a $1,230,973, would reach $1,304,000. The actud recaipts
for the firgt three quarters of the year have been $1,031,380, or very nearly four-fifths of that amount. There is
therefore every reason for bdieving that hisanticipationswill beredized.

4. Itis however, vary necessary to continue to exerdse strict supervison over the expenditure of the
Colony, for the year 1883 will commence, (aswill be seen a page 3 of next year's Eimates)
withaprobable bdancein hand Of OFY ... ssss s s ssss s ssssssssans $115,000
Addtothisthebdanceof thELOaN, SAY ......creeeinersessisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses $230,000
therewill coNSBQUENTHY DEONTY ........rveeereeereeseeessneeesssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssess $345,000
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applicable to the extraordinary works aready commenced, for the completion of which during 18388, the fallowing
sumswill berequired—

TytamWater WOrKSaOoUL, ...........eevevveeeneessssssesssssssssesssssens $ 12000
VictOHACOIBOE, ...eeerreeeeeersreeessesesseesssseesssessssssssssesssssesssssssssns 55,000
POICEBUIAINGS, .vvvvverereeereeneseeesssssesssessssssssssessssssesssesssssssns 70,000
Military DEFENOES, ..uueverreeereressessssmssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessens 170,000

$307,000

Nothing, it will be observed, has been sat down for Sanitary Works during 1888. Means mugt be devised, when the
Edimatesfor thet year are prepared, for providing fundsfor thisimportant object.

5. Amongd the mesares to which | have referred in para 2 is a Bill deding with the Triad and other
Saoret Sodieties, as dso another regulaing the carrying and passesson of arms, both which have dreedy been
drafted and submitted to the Colonid Office. These Bills were recommended by a Commission which | gppointed
some time ago to inquire into representations made to me by the Captain Superintendent of Police and dso by the
Superintendent of the Gaol, respecting the growing power of the Triad Sodiety. The proceedingsof this Commission
were necessrily confidentiad, and it was only on this undersanding that much of the evidence was obtained. The
Saoretary of Sate has dreedy gpproved of the proposd to passanew Bill deding with Triads

6. Another important measure which will beintroduced early in the Session isa Bill for the prevention of
abuses connected with the so-cdled adoption of femde children, and domegtic sarvice by femde children. The
necessity of some legidation on the subject has been long recognized, and is shewn by the fact thet & the present
moment there are nearly 200 girls of tender age who are being taken care of under the direction of the Regidrar
Generd, assisted by the Po Léung Kuk, and who, but for thet care, would probably be consigned sooner or latertoa
life of infamy. The powers which the Regidrar Generd possesses are however considered inadequate for the
purposein view. Difficulties of alegd and condtitutional nature have hitherto prevented the introduction of the Bill.
But these difficulties have been now overcome, and it only remains for the Legidature to ded with the Bill, the
prindiple of which hasbeen goproved by the Secretary of Sate

7. The Seoretary of State has ds0 expressad his goprovd of a suggestion made by the Superintendent of
the Gadl in hisannud report, that prisonerswho have earned aremisson of sentence should be placed, asin England,
under the supervison of the Police, so that if found returning to acrimind career they might a once be sent back to
prison to completetheir origina sentences. A Bill giving effect to thisrecommendation will belaid beforeyou.

8. A Commisdon gppointed by me to report on representations made by the Superintendent on the
overcrowded gate of the Gaol has recommended the infliction of whipping for certain offences | have no authority
for introducing a change in the law of such importance, but a Bill embodying the recommendations of the
Commisson hasbeen prepared and sent home for condderation by the Imperid Governmentt.

9. | haveds forwarded for the condderation of the Secretary of State a Bill which was reed afirg time
last Session erttitled the European Vagrancy Ordinance. This Bill proposss to ded with thase Europeans who are
frequently landed or discharged from vessds in this port and who are either dedtitute or become 0 dfter a short
period. AsInternationd questions areinvalved in this measure, it was withdrawn after thefirst reeding, in order that
it might be submitted for condderation by the Imperid Government beforeit was passed.

10. TheSanitary Board, which hasbeen enlarged by the gppointment of four additiond Un-officid Members
have had under their consderation for some time pagt the provisons of a Draft Public Hedth Bill which were
induded by the Surveyor Generd in agenerd Ordinance rdlating to Buildings, prepared by himayear ago. It hesnow
been dedided that it would be more convenient that the provisions origindly propasad to be contained therein should
be dedlt with separately in two Bills one confined to technicd building matters only and the other rdlaing to purdy
sanitary matters | hopethat both these Billswill belaid before the Coundil during the presant Session.

11. Besdesthe Bills dreedy referred to the following Draft Ordinances have been prepared by the Law
Commissonor by the Acting Attorney Generd, and are reedy for consideration by the Coundil.

1. An Ordinance for enabling the Legidative Council and any Committee thereof to compd the
attendance of and to adminiger oathsto witnesses
2. An Ordinance to enable the Governor of Hongkong to gppoint Commissons under the Sedl of
the Colony and to confer cartain powers on Commissioners o gppointed necessary for
conducting inquiries.
An Ordinanceto amend the Lawsrdaing to Wills
An Ordinance to amend the Law repecting defamatory wordsand Libd.
An Ordinanceto amend and consolidete the Law of Evidence
An Ordinance to amend and consolidate the Lawsrdating to Jurorsand duries
An Ordinanceto consolidate the Lawsrdating to good order and cleanliness
An Ordinanceto promote therevison of the Satute Law.
An Ordinance to amend the Companies Ordinances 1865 to 1836.

©ooNOOhA W
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An Ordinancerdding to Billsof Leding.

An Ordinanceto consolidate the Lawsrdaing to the Post Office

An Ordinancefor the better preservation of Books printed in the Colony.

An Ordinancefor theregulation of Marketsand theimportation of cattle

An Ordinance consolidating and amending the Lawsrdating to St. John's Cathedrdl.

An Ordinanceto fadlitate theincorporation of Rdigious, Educationd, and Charitable Indiitutions
16. AnOrdinanceto amend theLaw rdatingto theregisretion of Trade Marks.

12. Thefdlowing Billsaredso under condderation or preperation, and will, it ishoped, beintroduced this Session:

GEBRES

An Ordinanceto consolidate and anend the Crimind Law Procedure.
An Ordinanceto amend the Law rdating to Pavn Brokers.

An Ordinanceto amend the Law rdating to Coroners

An Ordinanceto consolidate and amend the Magistrates Ordinances

13.  The Commission gopainted under Section 3 para. 7 of the Chefoo Agreement of 1876, and the additiond
atideof July, 1885, hes met and agread conditiondly to the terms of an arrangement, which however will not have effect,
unlessitisraified by the Imperid Government aswdl asby that of China. | am unabletherefore a present to enter into any
explangions

14. The representaions of the Chamber of Commerce on the necessity of condructing a Lighthouse for the
Southern gpproach to the Colony will be transmitted to the Secretary of State, as soon as | have recaived dl the reports on
the subject which have been cdled for. The Gap Rockis, in the opinion of those qudified to judge, the best Stuation for this
Lighthousg, dthough itismoredifficult of accessthan some of theather Idandsin theimmediate vidinity. Thisobjectionis
however, | bdieve, not insuperable

15. | regret to say that the prospect of carrying out the scheme for the extension of the Praya, in order to connect
the Eagtern and Wetern parts of the City ssamsasremoteasever. Theoriging esimete of the cogt of thiswork medeby the
Surveyor Generd wias £45,000. This hed to be raisad subsequently to £71,000 in order to mest the objections of the Nava
and Military Authorities, and dthough the whdle of the land to be redaimed, which is etimated a £160,000, was to be
gppropriated to thar use, the War Office and the Admiralty dedined to bear any portion of the cost. The Secrdtary of State
for the Colonies on the other hand has considered that one hdlf of the cost should be borne by the Imperid Departmentsin
condderdion of the grest extenson of ground thet they would gain. Generd CameroN has Snce recommended thet a
portion of the extra cog, entailed by the maodification of the origind plan should be bome by the Wear Office, but the
Admirdty have dated thet until Some extension of their premises has been obtained, they must withhold their consent.

16.  Inregpect of the larger public works and undertakings in which the Government has been engaged during
the padt twelve months, | may mention that, in Spite of an unprecedentedly sickly season among the workmen at Tytam,
good progress has been made in the congtruction of the new water-works, and thet pertia relief may be expected from the
subsdiary suppliesin connexion with theseworks, in the event of adrought occurring during next summer. The erection of
Victoria College dso progresses stisfactorily, and the new building will, 1 trust, be reedy for occupation early in 1888. New
Police buildings have been commenced both a Kennedy Town and & Mount Gough for the protection of the resdentsin
thoselocdities and proposas will be duly submitted to you for the construction of Palice Saions neer Quarry Bay and &
Aberdean. Arrangements are dso in course of completion for beginning the erection of the proposed new Centrd Market
Building during the coming year.

17.  Incondusion | am confident that our labours during the presant session, probably the last a which | shdl
have the honour of co-operating with you, will be mearked by the same zedl for the welfare of the Colony that hes dways
been manifested by the Members of this Coundl in pegt years, and thet the measuresto be submitted to you will recave a
your handsthat careful and attentive consideration which hes dway's characterized the procesdings of this Coundil.

His Excdlency the Officer Administering the Government having then Ieft the Coundl Chamber, the Char was
agein taken by the Chief Judtice

The Acting Colonid Secretary moved thet the fallowing gentlemen be gppointed a Committee to prepare the
addressin reply to HisExodlency's speech:—

TheHonourable THE ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL.

THE CoLONIAL TREASURER.
PRYRE.
" F. D. SAssooN.
" J BELL-IRVING.
THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY.

EE O o

The Treasurer seconded.
Question—put and passed.
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TheAding Colonid Secretary moved thet the Coundl adjourn till 4.45 ododk, to eneblethe address of the Coundl in reply
to the gpesch of HisExcdlency to be prepared.

The Tressurer seconded.

Quedtion—put and passad.

TheCoundl reessembled & 5pm.

The Chief Judticetook the Chair.

TheClek of Coundlsread & thetable thefollowing addressto be presanted to His Excdlency, in reply to the spesch hehed
been pleasad to ddiver to the Coundll:—

Mav i rLeasE Y ouR ExcaLLency,

We lean with satisfaction from the Address ddivered by Your Excdlency tha the favourable anticipations formed
regpecting the Revenue of the Colony for this year will most probiably beredlized, and we bdievetha theincrease which has yearly
taken placein the Revenuewill be maintained. Wethink we may safdy rdy upon the Revenue of 1888 baing sufficent to meet the
demands which may be made upon it. We agree with Your Excdlency that it is Slill necessary to exardse adrict suparvision over
theexpenditure

2. Weleamnwith plessurethet asumof $12,000isdl thet will berequired in 1838 to complete the Taitam Weter-works

3. Among the mesaures which Your Excdlency proposes to presant for the condderation of the Coundl, we atach
pedd importanceto thefollowing—

A Bill dedingwith the Triad and other Secret Soddlies;
A Bill for the better Protection of young Girls and
A Bill for the Police supervision of cartain Criminds

Thislag meeaure, in presence of the number of recommittals, webdieveto begreatly needed.

4. \We obsrve with goprovd tha a Bill embodying the recommendation of the recent Gaol Commission repecting
whipping for cartain offenceshas been prepared.

5. With respect to the ather Bills mentioned in Your Excellency’s Address we trust thet they may, during this Sesson, be
added to the Setute-book, as judging fromthar tiles webdievetha they will proveeminatly bendfiad totheinterestsof theCadlony.

6.  We lean with sstisfaction thet the quedtion of a Lighthouse for the Southem goproach to the Colony is a last
receiving serious atertion, and we hope thet shortly this metter will teke apractica shepe Thewant of such alight hasbeen much
fdt for many years and no ather port of theworld of the magnitude of Hongkong iswithout aleeding light toiits prindipa goproach.

7. Wejoin Your Excdlency in regretting thet there should be any difficulty in carrying out ascheme so desirdbleand o
gretly needed astheextendon of the Praya.

8.  Itisstidadtory toleam thet progressisbeing mede with thelarger Public Works and undertakings of the Colony, and
thet arangementsfor the erection of thenew Centrd Market arewell advanoed.

9. Wehave heard with regret that thisis probably the last Session during which Your Excdlency will presde over this
Coundl, and we beg to assure you of our hearty co-gperation in dl such messures condudverto the wefare of the Colony as Your
Exacdlency may bring beforeus

Mr. Ryre moved thet the Address as reed be adopted, and addressad the Coundil.

Mr. J. BeLL-rving seconded the mation, and addressed the Coundil.

Mr. MacEwen addressed the Coundll.

The Surveyor Generd addressad the Coundil.

The Ading Attorney Generd addressed the Coundil.

The Treesurer addressed the Coundil.

Quedtion—yput and pessed.

The Adting Colonid Secretary moved thet the Addressiin reply be presanted to the Officer Administering the Government
by Mr. Ryre and Mr. BaLL-Ir/ine & Government House to-morrow;, a 1 e, it having been asoartained that thet hour would be
conveniant to HisExcdlency.

Quedtion—yput and pessad.

BiLLs reap A First iMe—On the mation of the Adting Attormey Generdl, seconded by the Ading Colonid Secretary, the
falowing Billswerereed afirg ime—

(1) ABiIll entitied An Ordinancefor the better protection of young Girls

(2) A Bill etitled An Ordinance for enabling the Legidative Coundl and any Conittee thereof to conpd the

attendance of and to adminigter Oathsto Witnesses

(3) A BiIll entitied An Ordinance to enable the Governor of Hongkong to appoint Conmissoners under the Seal of the

Colony and to confer cartain powers on Conmrissioners o appointed necessary for condudting
Inquiries

(4) ABiIll etitled The Cattleand Markets Ordinance, 1886.

Norce oF Seconp rReaping—The Adting Attormey Genard gave natice thet at the next medting of Coundl hewould move
the sacond reeding of thee Bills

Aburnvent.—The Coundl adjourned until Friday, the12thindant, at 4p.m.

W.H. MARsH,
Adminigtering the Government.
Read and confirmed, this 12th day of November, 1886.
ARATHOON SETH,
Clerkof Coundls



