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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL No. 21.

FRIDAY, 25™ MARCH, 1887.

Presen:
HISEXCELLENCY WILLIAM HENRY MARSH,CM.G,
Adminigering the Government in the absence of His Excdlency Sr Georee Ferauson Boweny, GCM.G.
HisHonour the Chief Justice, (Sr Georee PHiLLIpro, Knt.)
TheHonourablethe Adting Colonid Secretary, (Freperick STEwaRT.)
" the Adting Attorey Gengrd, (Epwarp Javies AcKRoYD.)
" the Colonid Tressurer, (Avmrep LisTer))
" the Surveyor Generdl, (Jorin MacnaiLe Price.)
" Henry Georee THovserT, RN
" Prineas RYRE.
" WonG SHING.
N JoHn BeLL-IrvinG, (VicetheHonourable WiLLiav Kesmck, on leave).
N ALexanDeR Pacver MacEwen, (Vicethe Honourable THovas Jackson, on leave).
N Cararick PauL CHarer, (Vicethe Honourable Freperick Davip Sassoon, onleave).
The Coundl met purauiant to adjournment.
TheMinutesof thelagt Megting, hdd onthe 18th indant, wereread and confirmed.
Vore oF Moner rererrep 1o THE Finance Cowmmee.—Reed the following Minute by His Excdlency the Officer

Adminigering the Government—
W. H. MARsH.
P Chinese correspondence having incressed very much of late, espedialy registered lettersfrom America, the duties

of the Senior Postman, who hesto distribute dl registered lettersand oltain sgnaturesto recapts, arenow morethan one
mean can accomplishinthecourseof aday.

The Officer Adminigering the Government, on the representation of the Potmedter Generd, recommends the
Coundl to voteasum of $80to meet thesdary of another Postmen a therate of $10 per month from 1t of April next.

Government House, Hongkong, 22nd March, 1837.

The Adiing Colonid Secretary moved that thisvate bereferred to the Finence Committea.

The Tressurer seconded.

Quedtion—yput and passad.

Parer—The Adting Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdlency the Officer Adminitering the Governmant, lad

upon thetablethefollowing peper—

Corregpondencein connection with the proposed Loan. (No. % ).

Penmons—The Adting Colonid Secretary said thet the Clerk of Coundils had received two Petitions, and moved that they
bereed.
Thefallowing Petitionswerethen reed by the Clerk of Coundils—
@)
To His ExcaLLency THe Prespen, AND THE HonouraBLE MEVBERS OF
THE Leais ATive Counall oF HONGKONG.
Thehumble petition of Shdllim Ezekid Shdlim, of thefirm of David Sassoon, Sons& Co., Jacob SlasMoses of
thefirm of E. D. Sassoon & Co., Ruttonjee Dadabhoy Tata, of the firm of Tata& Co., Marcus David
Ezekid, of the firm of Abraham, Ezekid & Co., Mahomedbhoy Khetsey, of the firm of Tharia Topan,
Jferbhoy Khetsey, of the firm of Jarazbhoy Pearbhoy & Co., and Hormugee Mehewanjee Mehta, of
the firm of Framjee Hormugee & Co,, dl of Vidariain the Colony of Hongkong, for and on behdf of
the Opium Importersand wholesde Opium Merchants of thessid Calony.

SHewetH,—Tha a a recent Medting of the Opium Importers and wholesdle Opium Merchants of this Calony,
hdd for the purpose of conddering the Bill now before your Honourable Coundl, entitled An Ordinance for the better
regulating of the trade in Opium, it wes inter alia resolved that the sad Bill, if passed in its present form, would
praudiddly afect thar trade, and thet your petitioners should be gppointed a Committee to take Such messures asthey
might condder advissbleto bring their complaints before your Honourable Coundil.

That while fully recognizing the necessity of carrying out the object amed & by the sad Bill, namdy, the
prevention of Opium smuggling into Ching, and while sympathizing with itspirit, your petitionerssubmit thet the meens
by whichit is proposed to effectuate such dbject would inflict seriousinjury upon the Opium trade, and espedidly onthe
aoresaid Opium Importers and wholesde and retall Opium deders and prove a blow to the generd commerce and
prosoeity of thisColony.
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That your petitioners beieve that the endsintended to be accomplished by the said Bill could beattained by other
and less objectionable means and thet your petitioners are prepared to co-operate with your Honourahle Coundll and the
Executivein ataning thedesred object.

That ineamuch astheBill affectsprivateinterests and was only brought in and reed afirgt time on Friday, the 18th
indat, it is desrable to postpone the second reading thereof 0 as to engble the persons who are more immediatdy
interested, aswdl asthegenard public, to acguaint themsdves with its soopeand object.

Your petitionersthereforehumbly pray
1— That thesscond reading of the said Bill may be postponed until such day asyour Honourable Coundll may
under thedraumgancesdeam mest.

2— Tha your paiitionersmay beheard by Counsd a thebar of your Honourable Coundl asto ther objections

tothesad Bill initspresant form.

3— Thathesad Bill may be 50 amended or modified asto remove the dbjections of your petitioners, or thet it

may bewithdravn and afresh Bill introduced such asthe necessity of the caserequires

And your petitionerswill ever pray, &c.

SE SaLm.
J S Mosss.
R.D. Tama.
M.D. Ezexia.
M. KHerey.
J KHersey.
H. M. MeHma.

Hongkong, 22nd March, 1837.

@)
To The HonouraBLE

Tre Leaigative Counal oF Honakon.

Thehumble petition of the unders gned merchantsand tradersresident in Hongkong. Respectfully showeth-—

1—Your petitionersareded ersin Opium rigding and carrying on businessin Hongkong.

2—Atthemesting of your Honourable Coundl held on Friday, the 18th Marchingant, aBill wasintroduoced and

reed afirg time entitled An Ordinancefor the better regulating of thetrade in Opium, and the said bill isframed for the
purpose of regulaing the movement of Raw Opium in this Colony and of prohibiting the purchase or sde of Raw
Opiumin quantitieslessthen onechest.

3—Your petitionersded largdy in Raw Opium, buying and sdling it in quartitieslessthan one chedt, and havea
large capitd engeged inthe sad business, and they employ intheir said business many hundreds of persons.

4—f the sad Bill becomes law in its presant form the business hitherto carried on by your petitioners will
absolutdy cease and can no more be carried on the capitd therein employed will beidle, the hundreds of persons now
occupied inthe said busness wiill bethrown out of employment, and your petitionerswiill dl of them suffer grievousloss
andinjury, and someof themwill beirretrievebly ruined.

5—Your pditioners regpectfully submit thet the objects proposed to be atained by the sad Bill may befar more
effectudly caried out by means other than thase contained in the said Bill, and without loss or injury to any dassof the
community; and they therefore humbly pray thet on the second reeding of the said Bill they may be heard by their
Counsd againg the sad Bill, under the provisons of the 47th of the Standing Orders and Rules of this Honourable
Coundl, and that they may have duenatice of such ssoond reediing.

WinG Kar CHEUNG. Kwong IN CHEONG.
HorWo. Fuk SHun Lune.
Kine Wo. SN K.

| UnHo. Kwong SHiING L.
Ku Un Ho. Man Un Ho.
WinG Li Luna. TinUnN.

Li Ta Sne. Po Fung CHeonG.
Kwong UN SHinG. CHing Lune.

Fuk UN Creunc K. Sane Un Ho.
YurWoU K. On Shing Ho
SHun Kar Ho. Min Un Ho.

Hongkong, 23rd March, 1887.
HisExcdlency then addressed the Coundil.
TheChief Judtice dso addressed the Coundil.
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QuEsTions—Prava ExTengon—Mr. MAcEweN, pursuiant to notice, asked:—
Whether any decision hasas yet been arrived at with referenceto the Praya Extension Scheme;
and called for all Correspondence and Paperson thesubject.
The Officer Adminigering the Government replied, and laid upon the table the following peper:—
Memorandum by His Excellency the Officer Adminigering the Government on the guegtion of the
PrayaExtension. (No. 22 ).
RerurN oF Unstampen CorresPoNDENCE—MI. MAacEweN, pursuant to notice, asked:—
For an explanation from the Postmadter General with regard to the recent action of the Post
Office Authoritiesin returning to Shanghal and the Coadt Ports certain undamped letterswhich were
addressad to well-known Firmsand Individual sin this Colony.
The Treasurer replied, and laid upon thetable the following paper:—

Return of Unstamped Corregpondence. (No. 22

87 /7
LigHT-HousE oN Gar Rock.—Mr. MacEwen, pursuant to notice, asked:—
Whether any reply has been received from the Colonial Office regarding the proposed Light on
Gap Rock.
The Acting Colonid Secretary replied, and laid upon the table the following paper—

Correspondence respecting a proposed Light-house on Ggp Rock. (No. % .
BiLL enniTLeD AN ORDINANCE FOR THE BETTER REGULATING OF THE TRADE IN Opum.—The Adting Attorney
Generd moved the second reading of thisBill, and sated the objectsand reasons of it.
The Tressurer seconded, and addressed the Coundil.
Mr. CHaTer addressad the Coundil, and moved thet the second reading of the Bill be postponed till this day
three weeks, and thet Counsel be heerd &t the bar on the subject of the Bill.
Mr. MacEwen seconded.
The Acting Attorney Generd moved, as an amendment, that a pedid mesting he held on Wednesday, the
30thindant, a& 3 pm., to condder theBill.
The Tressurer ssconded.
Mr. RyRi addressed the Council.
The Chief Judtice addressed the Coundil.
Mr. WonG SHing addressed the Coundl.
The Council then divided:—
For. Againg.
Captain THomsETT. Mr. CHATER.
THE SURVEYOR GENERAL. Mr. BeLL-IRVING.
THe CoLONIAL TREASURER. Mr. MacEwen.
THe ACTING ATTORNEY (GENERAL. Mr. WONG SHING.
THe AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY. Mr. RYRE.
THe CHIEF JUSTICE.
Amendment carried by amgority of one
The Officer Administering the Government stated thet there would be no abjection to Counsel gopearing.
BiLL enTiTLED AN ORDINANCE TO ABOLISH TRANSFORTATION AND PENAL SERVITUDE AND TO SUBSTITUTE OTHER
PunisHvENT IN LIEU THEREOF.—The Acting Attorney Generd moved the second reeding of this Bill, and sated the
objectsand reasonsof it.
The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.
Question—put and pasd.
Bill reed asecondtime.
PosTroNEMENT OF THE OTHER ORDERS OF THE DAY.—On the motion of the Acting Attorney Generd, the other

Ordersof the Day were postponed.
AbsournmvenT.—T he Coundil then adjourned until Wednesday, the 30th ingtant, a 3 Pm.
W.H. MARsH,
Adminigering the Government.

Read and confirmed, this30th day of March, 1837.
ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Coundils



