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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, No. 6.

FRIDAY, 3 FEBRUARY, 1888.

PrEsENT:
HisExca_Lency THE GOVERNOR
(SRG. WiLLiam DesVoeux, K.CM.G)

HisHonour the Acting Chief Judtice (JamesRusseLL, C.M.G.), vice His Honour Sr Georee PHiLLIFRO, Kt
onleave
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (FREDERICK STEWART).
" the Attorney Generd, (EbwarD LougHLIN OMALLEY).
" the Colonid Treasurer, (ALFRED LISTER).
the Surveyor Generd, (JoHN MACNEILE PRICE).
" Henry Georee THovseTT, RIN.
" PHINEAS RYRIE.
" WONG SHING.
" ALEXANDER PALMER MACEWEN.
" JorN BELL-IRVING.
ABSENT:
TheHonourable CatcHick PauL CHATER.
The Council met pursuiant to adjournment.
TheMinutesof thelagt Mesting, held on the 25th ultimo, were reed and confirmed.
Finance Commitree Meenines—Reed the fallowing Message from His Exedlency the Governor:—
G. WiLLiam DesVorux.

The Governor hasgiven his careful condderation, in Coundil, to the quegtion recently raised by
the Honourable Mr. MacEwen with regard to the Sittings of the Finance Committee He is informed
thet for along time pagt, nothing has occurred at any of the medtings of the Committes, which might
have not been published without prgudice to the Public Sarvice, and he moreover srongly
sympathizes with the view that discussons on votes of public money should, as arule, be hdd in
public. On the ather hand the practice of private sittings has the sanction of long usage, and though the
advantages which it possesses, or the conditions that make it expedient, are not for the moment
goparent, they must be presumed & one time to have existed and as therefore possible of recurrence.
For this reason the Governor does not fed judtified in sanctioning acomplete dteration of the practice
a once, but thinks that an experiment may safey be tried, which while making a sensble advance
towardspublicity, will permit of private Sttingswhen they appear for any reason expedient.

It is proposed therefore thet for the future the medtings of the Finance Committee shall, asa
rule, be hdd with open doors, and thet dl votes be passed in public, it being however competent for
any member, ether by previous notice or atherwisg, to secure a private discussion of such vote or
votes as may gppear to him to requireit. Asthe principd ressons for or againg every vote can under
such a sysem dways be didted in the public hearing, dther in the Finance Committee or in the
Legidative Coundil, it ishoped thet dl ressonable demandsfor publicity will thusbe stified.

On the other hand in the event, which the Governor does not deem probable, of the new
practice proving by experience to haveinconveniences which outweigh its obvious advantages, it will
not be found difficult to return to thet which has been hitherto followed.

Government House, Hongkong, 3rd February, 1888.
SUBSIDIARY COINS—Mr. MacEweN, pursuant to notice made the following motion and addressed the
Coundil:—

That in consequence of the frequent inconvenience caused to the Public owing to the
inaufficiency of the supply of Small Coins, the Council reconmend increased quarntitiesto be regularly
sent out. Mr. MacEwen will also movefor previous correspondence on the subject.

Mr. RyriE seconded, and addressed the Coundl.
The Tregsurer addressed the Coundil.
The Governor addressed the Coundl.
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At the suggestion of the Governar, the Colonid Secretary moved that the Coundl resdlve itsdf into Committee in order to
givegregter soopefor discussion of thequestion.

The Tressurer seconded.

Quedtion—put and passad.

Discussion ensued in Committeg, and His Exadlency stated that he would give the subject early consideration and lay it
beforethe Seretary of Sate

The Coundil then resumed and procesded with the other business of the day.

BiLL enmiLep THe V acanamion Oroinance, 1888—The Attorney Genard moved, and the Colonid Secretary seconded, the
fird reeding of thisBill.

Quedtion—yput and passad.

Bill reed afirg time

The Attorney Generd then moved, and the Colonid Secretary seoonded, that the Standing Ordersbe suspended and the Bill
bereed assoondtime.

Quedtion—put and passad.

Bill reed asscondtime

The Coundl then went into Committeeon the Bill.

Bill reported with amendments

TheAttorney Generd then moved that the Bill bereed athird time.

Quedtion—put and passad.

Bill reed athirdtime

Quedtion put—that thisBill dopass

Bill pessed, and numbered as Ordinence 1 of 1888.

BiLL enmitLep THe Derences SkeraHing Prevenmon Oroinance, 1888—The Attomey Generd moved the second reeding of
thisBill.

TheColonid Sacretary seconded.

Quedtion—yput and passad.

Bill reed asscondtime

The Coundl then went into Committeeon the Bill.

Bill reported without amendmert.

TheAttorney Generd then moved thethird reeding of the Bill.

TheColonid Sacretary seconded.

Quedtion—yput and passad.

Bill reed athirdtime.

Quedtion put—that thisBill dopass

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinence 2 of 1888.

BiLL enmimiep THe UnaLaivep BatancesOroinance, 1888—The Attorney Generd informed the Coundl that owing to some
additionswhich will have to be medein thisBill it will be necessary to subdtitute it by another Bill, and therefore asked permission
towithdraw thisone.

Bill withdraan.

BiLL enmimLep An Oroinance TO Amienp THe Crown Revienies Oroinance, 1875.—The Attorney Generd moved the second
reeding of thisBill.

TheColonid Sacretary seconded.

Quedtion—yput and pessad.

Bill reed asecond time

The Coundl then went into Committeeon the Bill.

Bill reported without amendmert.

TheAttorney Generd then moved that the Bill bereed athird time:

Quedtion—yput and pessad.

Bill red athirdtime.

Quedtion put—that thisBill do pass

Bill passad, and numbered as Ordinance 3 of 1838.

BiLL enmimLep AN Oroinance Proriiming THe EncLosure oF VEranpaHs EReCTED ovER Crown Lanps—The Attormey Generdl
moved thet the Bill berecommitted.

TheColonid Secretary seconded.

Quedtion—put and pessad.

The Coundl then went into Committeeon the Bill.

Bill reported with theaddition of adause

TheAttorney Generd then moved that the Bill bereed athird time.

Quedtion—yput and pessad.

Bill reed athirdtime

Quedtion put—that thisBill dopass

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 4 of 1888.
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BiLL ennitep THe OrRciaL SiaNaTures Fees OroiNancg, 1888—The Attorney Generd moved the third
reeding of thisBill.

The Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—put and passd.

Bill reed athirdtime.

Quedtion put—thet thisBill do pass

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 5 of 1888.

BiLL enTiTLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THE NATURALIZATION OF FRITz ApoLrH Fricoius Groeien— The Attorney
Generd moved thethird reeding of thisBill.

The Colonid Secretary saconded.

Question—put and passd.

Bill reed athird time.

Question put—thet thisBill do pess

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 6 of 1888.

BiLL enTiITLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THE NATURALIZATION OF HILLUNE Loo Neawk otherwise Loo Kiu Fune—The
Attorney Generd moved thethird reading of thisBill.

Question—put and passd.

Bill reed athirdtime.

Question put—that thisBill do pass

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 7 of 1888.

BiLL enTiTLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THE NATURALIZATION OF LAl SHanG aotherwise LAl CHex Kun— The
Attorney Generd moved thethird reading of thisBill.

The Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—put and passd.

Bill reed athirdtime.

Quedtion put—thet thisBill do pass

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 8 of 1888.

BiLL enTiTLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THENATURALIZATION OF L A1 KiT otherwise Lar CHeuk—The Attorney Generd
moved thethird reading of thisBill.

The Colonid Secretary saconded.

Question—put and passd.

Bill resd athirdtime.

Quedtion put—that thisBill do pass

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 9 of 1888.

ApournmenT.—T he Coundil then adjourned to Wednesday, the 8thingtart, at 4 pw.

G. WiLLiam DesVorux,
Governor.

Reed and confirmed, this8th day of February, 1883.

ARATHOON SETH,
Clek of Councils



