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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, NO. 17.

TUESDAY, 28™ AUGUST, 1888.

PRESENT:
HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
(SR G. WiLLiam DesVorux, K.CM.G)
HisHonour the Acting Chief Judtice (James RusseLL, CM.G.), vice HisHonour Sr GEorGe PHILLIFFO,
Knt., onleave
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (FREDERICK STEWART).

" the Attorney Generd, (EbwarD LouGHLIN O'MALLEY).

" the Acting Colonid Tressurer, (Henry ERvEsT WopEHOUSE, CM.G.).

" the Surveyor Generd, (JoHN MACNEILE PRICE).

" the Captain Superintendent of Police, (WALTER MEREDITH DEANE).

N PHiNEAS RYRIE.

" WONG SHING.

" JorN BeLL-IRvING.

N BenovsHe Lavton, (Vicethe Honourable ALexanper Pacver MAcEwWeN), onleave

ABsnT:
TheHonourable CarcHick PauL CHATER, onleave
The Council met pursuant to natice.
TheMinutesof thelast Mesting, held on the 4th Junelast, were read and confirmed.
GovernoR's MEssace—GaP Rock LicHT-HousE—Read the fallowing Message from His Excdlency the
Governor—
G. WiLLiam DesVoeux.

The Governor haspleasurein directing to be laid on the table the further correspondence (other
than confidentia) which hastaken place on the subject of the proposed Light-house a the Gap Rack.

Though none of the dternative proposas recently submitted by the Governor to the Chinese
Government were conddered dtogether free from objection, an arrangement bassd on them has
neverthdess, been arrived a which practicdly sscuresthe object in view, viz.: the improverment of the
Southern gpproach to Hongkong by the erection of a Light-house and the maintenance of aLight & a
point where this convenience to shipping has long been very urgently required, and on the Ste which
al competent authority regards asthe best for the purpose

Thisarangement isnot indl respects such asmight be desired; but thereisexcdllent reason for
bdieving tht it is the mog favourable that can be obtained, and that unless it were acoepted, the
atainment of the end desired would again be indefinitely postponed.

Inthisview of the arrangemert, the Governor feds bound to make public acknowledgment of
the sarvice rendered, in devisng and propoging it, by Sr Roeerr Harr, the dble Ingpector-cenerd of
the Chinese Imperid Customs, who has thus found the means of furthering theinterest of British trade
whileat thesametimeloydly conforming to the very naturd and inteligible prgudices of the Chinese
Governmen.

And while recognizing the means by which this benefit hes been obtained, the Governor
desiresd 0 to express hisregret that any words used, or reported to have been used, by himin Council
in connection with this question should have been conddered as reflecting upon His Excdlency Sir
Jorn WaLsHam, Her Mgesty'sMinider a Pekin.

Nothingin the knowledge of the Governor hasfurnished any ground for such reflection; onthe
contrary he condderstha Sr Join WaLsHam deserves the thanks of the Colony for taking the only
coursewhichwasat dl likdly to achieve success, and for thusbringing to astisfactory termination, a
question which hasbeen the subject of much futile correspondence with his predecessors

In connection with this Ggp Rock arrangement, the Governor had hoped to be able to secure
ancther improverment in the lighting of the gpproachesto Hongkong by the remova to Weglan Idand
of the Light-house now a Cgpe D'Aguilar. But, though his efforts in this direction have so far proved
unsuccesstul, he does not propose to relinquish them, if such course be gpproved by the Coundil.
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The erection of a Light-house a Waglan would be far less difficult then a Gap Rock; and it is
possble therefore that the Chinese Government might be more eesily induced to undertake the work
withitsown gaff, if asufficient subsdy were promised by this Colony.

But pending any such negatiation, the issue of which would of course be uncertain, the
Governor condders that there should be no dday of the work & the Ggp Rodk, if the arrangement
regpecting it should meet with the gpprova of the Coundil, and recaive the sanction of the Secretary of
Sate

For this reason the proposd recertly made (with a view to save time in construction) for
placing aflashing Light at Waeglan and afixed Light at the Gap, will require to be abandoned; anditis
deemed to be on the whole expedient to revert to the arigind plan of a flashing Light at the Gap.
Placed a the same height there seemsto be no doulat thet aflashing Light would be much more ussful
than afixed Light; and gpparently Sr Roeerr Harr, whose experience on the subject isentitied to very
gregt weight, is of opinion that the grester height required for the former is a disadvantage which
would not be aufficient to outweigh thissuperiority.

Thetwo Light-houses, if we should succeed in obtaining both, would thus be more codly then
would have beenthe caseif the Governor's proposd to indude them in the ssme arrangement had met
with success but considering that there now annudly enter the Port of Vidtoria vessds with an
aggregate measuremernt of nearly Sx millionsand ahdf of tons (atonnageit may be remarked which
according to the published returns is larger than that of the Ports of dl the British Possessons on the
Continent of Americaand larger do than thet of the totd of the three leading Colonies of Audrdia)
and conddering that the Southern is if anything, the more important of the two approaches to the
Idand, it may be taken as cartain thet no expensewhichisa dl likdy to beincurred can be otherwise
than very inconsderable by comparison with the advantage gained in the saving of time done, and
without referenceto thelosses of vessdsdirectly atributableto the absence of Lights

The cogt which would have been saved to the shipping trade, if a Light &t the Gap Rock hed
been provided at the time when the subject was firs mooted would now amount to asum which could
probably be only expressed in hundreds of thousands of Pounds, and the Governor truststherefore he
has reason in congratulating the Coundil and the Colony that awant of such very greet importanceis
at length to be supplied.

By Command,
FReDERICK STEWART,
Colonial Scretary.
GOVERNMENT HouSE,
Hongkong, 27th August, 1888.

V ores ReFERRED TO THE FINANCE CommiTree—Reed the following Minutes by His Excdlency the Governor:

CSO.
8150f 1838.
$13000.

CSO.
7300f 1838,

CSO.
14280f 1838,

1)
G. WiLuam DesVorux.
The Governor recommends the Council to vote the sum of Thirteen thousand Dallars for the
drainage of the Wongnaichung Valley.
The advantagesto be found by this proposed work aretoo well known to require pointing ot.
Government House, Hongkong, 18th June, 1888.

@)
G. WiLuiam DesVorux.
The Governor recommendsthe Coundl to votethe sum of Forty-six Dallars; to be awarded to
membersof the Police Force as Prizesfor shoating.
The above amount was redisad from the sde of empty ammunition boxes which the Police
Authorities recommended should be devoted to prizes
Government House, Hongkong, 27th July, 1888.

3)

G. WiLuam DesVorux.

The Governor recommends the Coundl to vote the um of FHve hundred and Thirty-one
Ddllars for generd overhaul and repars to Hedth Officar's Seamlaunch Blanche, and hire of a
Seamlaunch whilethereparsare being executed.

Government House, Hongkong, 27th July, 1838.
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4)
G. WiLLiam DesVoeux.
L 47%2?883 The Governor recommends the Coundil to vote the sum of Three hundred and Twenty-five
25, Dallars, for supplying and fixing anew Hag Saff complete, in front of the Harbour Magter's Office

Government House, Hongkong, 27th July, 1888.

(5)
G. WiLuam DesVorux.
ﬂéﬁ%ﬁa The Governor recommends the Coundil to vate the sum of Two hundred and Eighty Dollars
20, for the sdary of an Overseer at the Pegk, to prevent Contractorsfrom removing Sones, cutting earth,

or turf on Crown land without permits, and ensuring that dl regulations and conditionson the permits

aredrictly obsarved. 7 monthsat $40 Par MONEH, .........cccceeeeeeeeeessssssssesssssssmmssssssssssssessssees $ 28000
Government House, Hongkong, 2nd Augudt, 1888.
6)
G. WiLLiam DesVorux.
167%3%& The Governor recommends the Coundl to vote the sum of One thousand Dallars as an

o, additiond voteto the Contingent expenditure of the Sanitary Department.

The vote on the Estimates has proved insufficient owing to the purchase of an unusudly large
quantity of dignfectants and to other expensesincurred in connection with the epidemic of amal-pox
intheearly portion of the year, and the morerecent prevalence of cholera

Government House, Hongkong, 14th August, 1883.

The Colonid Secretary moved thet these Minutes be referred to the Finance Committee.

The Acting Treasurer ssconded.

Question—put and pasd.

Vores mssp BY THE FiNanceE Coumimee—The Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdlency the
Governor, laid upon the table the Report of the procesdings of the Finance Committes, (No. 24), held on the 4th
Jurelagt, and moved that the following votesreferred to therein be passed—

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTESFOR 1888.

SERVICESEXCLUSVEOF ESTABLISHMENTS.

Worksand Buildings
gfé:io@ Building aroom over thetwo cdls a the Magistracy to keep scales, balances &.c.
for teding WEIGtS N0 MEBEUIES, ........rereeevevessesessssssssessssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess $400.00
mdl‘;;o- Erection of a Tdegrgphic line between the Gap and Mount Gough Police
©SUBHONTS, wevueeueussussssssssssssssssssssssssesesssssssssssssesssesssssesesesssesess s sesesssesesesesesssssssesesseseeseeneees $200.00
Miscdllaneous Srvices
2&3-;%87 Compensation to Mr. EbMunD SHare, for deficiency in areaof Inland Lot 670 &
© Bdcher'sBay, (KENNEAYIOWN), ......ucveevversssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees $782.22
Overchargeof Crown REMEONEDOVE, ........vvvereeeressesesssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 58.19
$84041
The Acting Treasurer ssconded.
Question—put and passd.
Parers—The Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdlency the Governor, laid upon the table the
following papers—

(1) Report of the Superintendent of the Batanical and Afforestation Department for 1887. (No. 13/88).
(2)  TheColonid Surgeon'sReport for 1887. (No. ).

(3) Reunsof Birthsand Degthsfor theyeer 1887. (No. = ).

(4) TheAssessor's Report onthe Assessment for 1888-9. (No. 5 ).

(5) TheHarbour Master'sReport for 1887. (No. 5. ).

(6)  Report onthe BlueBook and Departmenta Reportsfor 1887. (No. 22 ).

(7)  Proposed Light-houseon Gap Rock. (No.53).

(8) TheBlueBook for 1887.
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Question—MTr. LavTon, pursuant to notice, asked thefollowing question—

Isthere any truth in the rumours to the effect that an order has been gixen that Mendicants are
not to be arrested in the Calony; and that the burning of paper dothesin the sreets by the Chineseis

to go on unchecked?
HisExcdlency replied.

BiLLs eniTLED THE FReENcH MAIL StEAMERS ORDINANCE CONTINUATION ORDINANCE, 1888, AND THE GERVIAN
MaiL Sreamers ORDINANCE CoNTINUATION ORDINANCE, 1888—At the suggestion of His Excdlency the Governor

thet both Ordinances should be taken together, the Attorney Generd moved thefirg reading of these Bills

The Colonid Secretary seconded.

Billsreed afirg time

Onthemation of the Attorney Generd the Standing Orderswere sugpended.

His Excdlency then addressad the Coundil.

The Attorney Generd then moved thet the Billsberead asscond time.

The Colonid Secretary saconded.

Mr. RyRriE opposed the mation, and addressad the Coundil.

His Excdlency addressad the Coundil.

Question put—that the Billsberead asecond time.

The Coundil divided:—

For Againg
TheHonourable the Captain Superintendent of Honourable B. LayTon.
Pdlice Y J. BeLL-IrvING.

N the Surveyor Generd. N WONG SHING.
" the Adting Colonid Treesurer. " P RYRE.
" the Attorney Generd.
" the Colonid Secretary.
" the Acting Chief Justice

Mation carried by amgjority of two.

Billsread asecond time

The Coundil then went into Committeeonthe Bills

Billsreported without amendment.

The Attorney Generd then moved thet the Billsbereed athird time.

Question—put and pasd.

Billsreed athirdtime.

Question put—that thee Billsdo pass

Billspassed, and numbered regpectively as Ordinances 18 and 19 of 1883.

BiLL eNTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORISE IN CERTAIN CASES JUDICIAL INVESTIGATIONS INTO CAUSES OF RRE—The
Attorney Generd moved the firgt reading of this Bill, and explained thet it wasin subgtitution of the Bill entitled The

Fire Enquiry Ordinance, 1888, which wasread afirg timeat thelagt Medting.

The Colonid Secretary seconded.
His Excdlency addressad the Coundil.

Question—put and passd.
Bill reed afirg time
Apypournmvent.—The Coundl then adjourned to Thursday, the 13thindant, a 4 Pw.

G. WiLLiam DesVorux,
Governor.

Reed and confirmed, this 17th day of October, 1888.

ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Coundils



