LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, No. 2.

THURSDAY, 10™ JANUARY, 1889.

PrESENT:
HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
(SR G. WiLLiam DesVorux, K.CM.G)
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (FREDERICK STEWART).

Y the Attorney Generd, (EbwarD LougHLIN OMALLEY).

Y the Acting Colonid Tressurer, (Henry ErnEsT WobeHOUSE, CM.G).

" the Captain Superintendent of Police, (WALTER MEREDITH DEANE).

N PHiNEAS RYRIE.

N WONG SHING.

BenoysHe LavTon, (vicethe Honourable ALExANDER PaLMER MACEWEN).
ABSENT:
TheHonourablethe Surveyor Generd, (JoHN MAcNEILE PRICE).
" JorN BELL-IRVING.
N CartcHick PauL CHATER.
The Council met pursuant to natice.
TheMinutesof thelagt Mesting, held on the 2nd ingtant, were reed and confirmed.
Messace—Reed the following Message from His Excdlency the Governor—
G. WiLLiam DesVorux.

The Governor, in accordance with the intimation mede to the Legidative Coundil last yeer, has
hed under condderation the Report of the Commission which was gppointed to enquire repecting the
interpretation in the Courts and other Government Departments; and asthe result of further enquiries
and much discusson of the subjet, he is now prepared with definite recommendations, which, if
adopted, will he hopes promote amore generd knowledge of Chinesein the Public Sarvice and bring
about asubgtantia improvement in itsinterpreting cgpacity.

It should however be mentioned in the firgt ingtance thet the exiging sate of things proved on
investigation to be scarcely as defective as might be supposed from the report of the Commisson. The
Judges and Magidrates (from whom no information was sought or obtained) did not dtogether
confirm the view taken by the Commissoners in paragrgph 7 of ther report, and have furnished
evidence showing that in respect of Hakka, the mogt important of the didects ecifically mentioned,
the Colony isfairly wel served. And even asregardsthe didects of Svatow and Amoy the Governar,
as the result of his enquiries is nat digposed to think thet there is S0 wide a gap between present
defidency and what is practicdly obtaineble as a superfidd condderation of the subject is apt to
indicate

It is to be borne in mind thet ided pefection in interpretation is quite impracticeble of
atainment even when the two languages are far more akin than English and any didect of Chinese. In
the quick trandation of any one languageinto any other the success of cross-examingtion, is and must
be, frequently affected by the failure to diginguish ddlicate shades of meening; and in view of the fact
thet there are used by witnesses here agrest number didects of alanguage S0 utterly unlike English as
isthat of Ching, it is quite hopeess to expect the attainment of a condition under which the Courts
would bedtogether free of difficulty and embarrassment in respect of interpretation.

Of the Hakkadidect done which is mentioned in the report asone single didect there are, the
Governor is informed, severd varidies, eech suffidently diginct from the rest to render a good
interpreter of any one very possbly a bed interpreter of any other: and it is obvious thet under such
drcumgtancesto secure for the Courtsthe command of sttifactory interpretationindl casesisawork
of no ordinary difficulty, which at thebest can only be accomplished gpproximetely.

It would be evidently inexpedient to attempt the provison of al the necessary capecity and
qudifications in adass of officers employed on no ather duty. For that would not only involve the
veary greet expense of a large Department of Interpreters and of students (many of whom would
probably prove indigible for office after large sums had been spent on their training) but it would
mean a body of officers for the mogt part required for sarvice only very occasiondly, and whose
ideness as regards public work, in the intervas would be perhaps injurious to themsdves, ad
certainly to the Governmernt sarvice generdly.



For this reason it seems desirable to depend on regular interpreters only in repect of thetwo or three
didectsin most common use and as regards the less common didedts or varidties of didectsto provide the
requisite cgpadity among other Public Officers whose services asinterpreters would be cdled for only when
actudlly reguired.

Partly with this object therefore, and dso to promote improvement in dl interpretation, aswell asto
obtain greater effidency, through improved knowledge of Chinesg, in other departments then the Judicid,
the Governor hes drafted certain regulaions (1) which arenow laid on the table and offerred for congderation,
asgppearing likdy to secure what is required within ressonable limits of expense, and under other condiitions
leest open to abjection.

With further view to the same objects, the Governor has deamed as wel worthy of the test of
experiment the suggestion of the Commissoners as to the encouragement of the acguistion of Chinese
among the younger mambers of the non-chinese, community; and some proposds for the purposein the
formof regulations (11) are dso offered for congderation.

The case of the Police requires somewhet differant trestment. Their tenure of office for ashort fixed
period rendersunsliteble areward in the shape of alump sum; and it ismoreover expedient in their casethat
asomewha lower sandard of knowledge of Chinesethen isrequired from other Public Servants should not
go without reward. For these and other reasons, after consuiltation with the Captain Superintendent and the
Boad of Examiners the Governor has deamed it wel to retain the prindiple of the existing system of
rewardsfor acquistion of Chinesg increesing however the umspaid per mensem for the lower gandards of
knowledge, and adding a third sandard, the attanment of which will cary a reward quite equd to that
offered to the regt of the sarvice In ancther peper (111) now laid on the teble will be found the scde of
premiumswhichit isproposed to offer.

Though these various regulations which are suggested for adoption will probably be found to reguire
amendment after experience has been gained of thar working, the Governor hopes that they will at leest
bring about substantia improvement in the condition of thingswhich wasthe subject of the Commissoners
enquiry, and will thustend to the greater effidency of the Public Sarvice

By Command,
FREDERICK STEWART,
Colonial Seoretary,.
Government House, Hongkong, 10th Januiry, 1889.

l.
1407
INC.SO. 88

Proposed Regulationsfor Public Officers, ather than Members
of the Palice Force, for the encouragement of
proficiency in the Chinese Language.

l.

Public Officers who pass an examination, to the satifaction of the Examiners in the Chinese
language, of the Cantonese or Hakka didect, or any other didect to be goproved by the Governar, will
receive an dlowance according to thefollowing scde—

Officersinreceipt of Alaries  Officerswith slaries
under $200 per month. over $200 amonth.

For colloquid and written Chiness, ............ $400 $600

For colloquid OnlY, .......ereeeemereeesensesesssnns 300 450

This regulation to apply only in repect of didects which Officers have hitherto not professed to
undergand, or in which they have hitherto not been employed to interpret.

1.
The dlowance will be granted to Cadets who acquire profidency in other didedts then those in

whichthey have passed.
.

Onreceipt of an dlowance under these regulations, an Officer will berequired to give security for the
repayment of the whole sum, or such propoartion of it as may be fixed by the Governar, in the evert of the
Officer leaving the service of the Colony within three yearsfrom thetime of receipt.

IV.

The dlowance for a Chinese Teecher will be continued to Officars, who have passed thar
Examinations, for aperiod not exceeding three years, on ther satisfying the Board of Examinersat theend of
each year, that they are profiting by theteeching.



InCSO. 12°
Proposal for the encouragement of the acouistion of the Chinese
languageamong resdents of the Colony, with aviewto
secureeffident interpretation in the Courts of
Judiceand Public Offices,

l.

The Governor to gppoint, from residentsin the Colony under 16 years of age, who have shown an
gotitude for aoquiring the Chinese language, and who have distinguished themsdalvesin the Examination for
the Colonid scholarship or other Smilar comptition three Sudent Interpreters each to be atached to such
department of the Public Service asto the Governor may seem fit.

I

The ay of the sudent Interpreters will be 40 Ddllars a month, payable however aubject to a
certificate of the Examiners dter every period of Sx months, to the effect that stisfactory progressis being
meadein knowledge of the Chineselanguage, and inthefadility of interpretingit into English and viceversa.

M.

Any sudent Interpreter who at the end of three years from his gppointment as such shl pass
asdifactory examination in the Chinese languege, and whose conduct in other repects shl have earned
goprovd, will be gopointed to an officewith asdary of nat lessthan 100 Dallarsamonthif, or assoon as he
isof theageof 18 years

IV.

Every sudent Interpreter on his gopointment shall fumnish security for the repayment of asum not
exceading hdf of thewhole sum received by him by way of sdary, inthe event of hisleaving the service of
the Calony before the expiration of 6 yearsfrom thetimeof his gppointment.

I1.
1407
INC.SO. 88

Proposad Regulations for Mambersof the Police Forcefor the
encouragement of proficiency in the Chineselanguage.

l.

Ingteed of thefour certificateshitherto granted, two cartificates shdl be granted in ordinary cases with

athird oneto beawarded only in cases of exceptiond knowledge.
1.

Ingteed of the dlowances of $2.50 and $1 a month now given to Europesn and Indian Congtables
repectivdy who hold a catificate from the Board of Examiners, the fallowing scale of remuneration shdl
beedopted, viz.—

1¢ Certificate 2nd Certificate 3rd Certificate.

Europesn Congales, ......ooevvnnen. $250 $5.00 $1000

Indian Congahles, ..o 1.00 300 500
such remuneration to be dravn only solong astherecaiver remansin the Pdlice Force.

M.

For thefirg certificate, aknowledge of colloguid shdll berequired.

For the second catificate, a higher standard of calloquid will be necessary, as wel as acquantance
with a book in Colloguid to be gpproved of by the Board: and in the case of the third certificate an
acquaintance with the written Chinese character will be necessary, as wel as an advanced knowledge of
Colloguid.

IV.

In no case shdll the third certificete be granted without the sanction of His Excdlency the Governar,
upon the recommendation of the Board.

V.

Members of the Police Force dreedy holding oertificates under the old scheme, shdl be dlowed to
continue drawing ther present dlowances, but will be  liberty to offer themsdves for examination for the
seoond and third cettificates under the new stheme, and shdll be entitled, on passing, to the higher
dlowances



QuesTions—Mr. LavTon, pursuant to notice, asked thefollowing question—

HasMr. Leigh's Report on the Proposad Drainage Scheme been forwarded to the Secretary of
Sate for the Colonies?

HisExcdlency the Governor replied.

Mr. RYRE, pursuant to notice asked the following question—

Hasthe Government got any official information of the occurrence on board the " caledonien,”
which is reported in the public prints, of an Officer of the Supreme Court being obstructed in the
execution of hisduty?

HisExcdlency the Governor replied.

BiLL enTiTLED AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CATTLE Diseases, S AUGHTER-Houses, AND M ARKETS ORDINANCE,
1887 —The Attorney Generd moved thefirg reading of thisBill.

The Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—put and passd.

Bill reed afirg time

BiLL entimep AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE REFORMATORY ScrooLs ORDINANCE, 1886—The Attorney
Generd moved thet the further consderation of this Bill in Committee be postponed.

The Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—put and passd.

BiLL eNTITLED THE MERCHANT SHIPANG ORDINANCE AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1889—The Attorney Generd
moved that the further condderation of thisBill in Committee be postponed.

The Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—put and pasd.

Bye-Laws UNDER "THE PuBLIc HeaLTH ORDINANCE, 1887."—His Excdlency stated thet it was not possbleto
procesd with these Bye-Laws as it had been found necessary to refer them back to the Sanitary Board for
recongderaion.

Abournmvent.—The Coundl then adjourned to Thursday, the 17thindant, a 4 pv.

G. WiLuiam DesVorux,
Governor.
Read and confirmed, this 17th day of January, 1889.
ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Councils



