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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, No. 14.

FRIDAY, 30™ MAY, 1890.

PRESENT:
HIS EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT
(TheHonourable Franais FLeming, CM.G.)
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secretary, (WALTER MEreDITH DEANE).
Y the Attorney Generd, (WiLLiaM MEaGH GoobMAN).
Y the Colonid Treesurer, (ALFReD LISTER).
Y the Surveyor Generd, (SAMUEL BROWN).
" the Acting Registrar Generd, (NormAN GILBERT MITCHELL-INNES).
N PHiNEAS RYRIE.
N CatcHick PauL CHATER.
N HoKai, M.B.,CM.
ABsnT:
The Honourable ALexanDER PALMER MACEWEN.
JamES JoHNSTONE KESwICK.

The Council met pursuiant to adjournmernt.

TheMinutesof thelagt Mesting, held on the 16th ingtant, were read and confirmed.

Her Mgesty's gpprovd of the gopointment of the Honourable P Ryrie and the Honourable Ho Kai as Un-
officid Membersof the Coundil having been received, they were duly sworn and took their seetsas Membersof the
Council.

Rerorrs—The Acting Colonid Secretary laid on thetable the Harbour Magter's Report for 1889 and Reports
by Honourable O. CHabwick on the Water supply of Kowloon, the Sewerage of the Hill Didrict, and the proposed
digributary system of thewater supply for thedity of Victoria

Reed the following Minutes under the hand of His Excdlency the Officer Administering the Government.—

@)
F FRevne.

4%?%90 The Officer Adminigtering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote the sum of Eight
* thousand Dadllars; ($8,000), for worksin the Wongneichung Valey, inddethe Race Course.
Government House, Hongkong, 20th May, 1890.
2)

F FRavune

The Officer Adminigering the Government recommends the Council to vote the sum of Fve
hundred and Thirty-four Dallars, ($534), being additiond sum required to defray the sdaries and raions
of Nursng Staff for the Civil Hospitdl, for sx monthsof 1890, viz.—

Additiond Sdaries—

LHEANUISE, B MONMNS ..cvvvvvveesreeeresseseesssssseseesssssssesssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssesss $ 6000
5NUISES, (0NENEW), B MOMINS, ....oreeeeeeeeeeeeeseeesseeessseeessssesssssesssssssessssesssssesessssssssssas 360.00
LAMEN, BIMOMNS, ©.oovvverereeesreseessssesesssssesssssssesssssssesssssssesssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssnees 24.00
$ 44400
Rations—for onemore NUrse, 6 MOMNS ........eeeeeeeemreeeeseeeeseeessseeeennnes 90.00
$ 53400

Government House, Hongkong, 20th May, 1890.

3)
F Favune.

Cso. The Officer Administering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote the sum of Two

IS | ndred and Thirty Ddllars and Eighty Cents, ($230.80), being expenses incurred in carrying out an

expariment as to the posshility of successfully and economicdly cultivating in the Colony bovine
vaccine lymph.
Government House, Hongkong, 21 May, 1890.
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4)
F Favine.

98;;0@ The Officer Adminigtering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote the sum of Eight
* hundred and Severtty-five Ddllars ($875), for a compassonate dlowance to Mrs Macsean, widow of
the late Bailiff and Hindustani Interpreter in the Supreme Court, being the equivaent of 7 months sdary
of her late hushand, who was in the service of the Colony for Twenty-three years and gave grest
sidadtioninthedischargeof hisduties
Government House, Hongkong, 27th May, 1890.
The Acting Colonid Secretary moved that these Minutes, be referred to the Finance Committee.
The Treasurer seconded.
His Excellency addressad the Coundil on the Minutes in connection with the works in the Wongneichung
Valey, theNursng Saff for the Civil Hospitdl, and the cultivation of vaccinelymph.
Question—yput and agreed to.
Vores mssp BY THE Finance Commimree—The Acting Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdlency
the Officer Adminigtering the Government, laid on the table the Report of the Finance Committes, dated the 16th
ingant, (No. 9), and moved that the following Vote referred to therein be passed, viz.—

CS0.  Additiond sum to the vote of $12,000 passad by the Coundil on the 12th March, lat, to

SO0 meet expenses connected with the visit to the Colony of Their Royd Highnesses THe
DUKE AND DUCHESS OF CONNAUGHT, w.vucvreueresesssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses $ 233401
The Treasurer seconded.
Question—yput and agreed to.

The Council then wertt into Committee to consder the Report of the Spedid Committee to frame New
Sanding Rulesand Orders.

The Attorney Generd moved and the Acting Colonid Secretary seconded that the word "Wednesday'" be
struck out of Clause| and"Monday" beinserted inlieu thereof.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Honourable P RyriE moved and the Honourable C. P. CraTer seconded that the following words be added to
Rule 28— "Provided thet if a Bill has been consdered and reported on by a Spedd Committee it shdl suffice if
ingtead of reading thewhole of each dausethe margind notesdone be read by the Clerk in Committee of thewhole
Council."

After somediscusson the Honourable P Ryrie withdrew hisamendment.

The Attorney Generd moved thet at the end of Section 28 the following be added " Provided thet if aBill hes
been conddered and reported on by a Standing Committeeit shell, with the assent of the President, aufficeif ingteed
of reading the whole of each dause, the margind notes done be read by the Clerk in Committee of the whole
Council."

After discussion it was agreed to postpone the matter to dlow the Attorney Generd to frane acdlause on this
principle. After further discussion it was agreed that Section 53 be amended by insarting after word "Colony” inthe
4th linethe words"and in one Chinese Newspaper.”

The Council then resumed.

Honourable P. RyriE, pursuant to notice, asked the following question—

If the Executive will furnish the Coundl with any information in regard to the reported defalcation in
the Money Order Department of the Colony.

His Excdlency replied—Honourable Members are aware, as indeed we are dl aware, that an officid
connected with the Pog Office Department named Barrabas disgppeared from the Colony some time snce
Shortly after he left | conddered it my duty to cause an enquiry to be made into the dleged defdcations Such
enquiry has been made, and from the report that | received up to the present time, | regret to say thet these
defdcations do amount gpproximeately to the sum that has been mentioned in the local newspapers; about $46,000.
Steps were taken to arest Mr. Barrabas and he has actudly been arrested, and | trust that before long he will be
brought back to this Colony. Inthese drcumstances | fed sure that Honourable Memberswill not expect menow to
enter into details connected with this metter. It would not be fair towards one who, if he comes back here, will indl
probability be proceeded againg for a arimind offence. | may say this however, that those whom | gppointed to
enquireinto this matter have made certain suggegtionsin regard to the Pogt Office which will have my mogt careful
condgderdion. So soonas| amableto arrivea acondusion asto what should be donein connection with this metter,
and | amat liberty to make further satements | shal be happy to answer any further questionsthat may be .
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Honourable P, RyRiE, pursuant to notice, asked the following question—

If it istheintention of the Government to take any stepsin regard to the cdebration of the Jubilee Day
of the foundation of the Colony.

His Excdlency replied—In answer to this quesion | may say that the Government condder thet if any
cdlebration takes place in this Colony in connection with its Jubilee that such should take place next yeer. There can
be no doult thet this Colony became a British possession in 1841 In the year 1842 a tregty was passad which
confirmed what hed previoudy taken place, and in the year 1843 a charter was granted establishing this possession
asaBritish Colony, but there can be no doubt that this Colony redly became English territory when it wastaken, in
1841. Now as regards the question whether any cdebration should teke place, | consider mysdf that it is not one
with regard to which suggestions should come from the Governmertt. I the public in this Colony condder thet the
occasonisone upon which any fedtivities should take place, | am quite sure that the Government would be only too
happy to receive any suggedtions thet may be made in thet direction. We know perfectly well thet for dl such
fedivities a greet ded of public money is necessarily expended, and it is rather for the public to move that such
expenditure should take place than for the Government to proposeit. If any Honourable Member can ascertain what
are the wishes of the public in this matter and forwards any condusion he may arrive at to the Governmert, | am
quite surethat the Government will be most heppy to consider any suggedtion thet may be made on the part of those
through whose enterprise and industry the Colony hasbecome as progperous asitisto-day.

Apypournmvent.—The Coundil then adjourned till Monday, the 9th June, & 3 pw.

F FAeving,
Officer Adminigtering the Government.

Reead and confirmed, this Sth day of June, 1890.

FE A. HazeLAND,
Acting Clerk of Coundils



