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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, No. 22.

MONDAY, 6™ OCTOBER, 1890.

PRESENT:
HIS EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT
(TheHonourable FrRanais FLEmING, CML.G)).
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secrdtary, (WALTER MereDiTH DEaNE, CM.G).

" the Ading Attorney Generd, (EDWARD JAMES ACKROYD).

" the Acting Colonid Tressurer, (Henry ERnEsT WobEHOUSE, CM.G.).

" the Surveyor Generd, (SAMUEL BROWN).

" the Adting Regidrar Generd, (NORMAN GILBERT MITCHELL-INNES).

N PHINEASRYREE.

N CarcHick PauL CHATER.

N JAMES JOHNSTONE KESWICK.

. HoKai,M.B.,CM.

. THomAs HENDERSON WHITEHEAD.

The Coundl met pursuant to adjournment.
His Excdlency then addressed the Coundl asfollows—
HoNoURABLE GENTLEMEN,

In megting again together for the resumption of our Legidative duties | bdieve | may congratulate
you on the stisfactory condiition, on thewhole, of the Colony at the present time. | amwilling to admit thet
those douds of depression which have for some time past bean hanging over it have not dtogether pessad
away, but | think there are ressonable progpects of their doing so and | sncerdy hopethet ano digtant future
has in dore times as pragperous as have been witnessad in the pagt. The hedth of the Idand during that
portion of the year which has now eapsad has been exceptiondly good and we have heppily escaped
vistationsfrom any epidemic or ather serious maadly.

Asregardsour financesthefollowing istheir present condition in o far as| am adletoinform you.

The bdance of assats on the 1 of January this year was, as | have previoudy stated, $505,109, but
from this sum | regret to say thet a no less amount than $58502 must be deducted for the unfortunate
defd cationswhich havetaken placein connection with the Pogt Office Department, pgperson which subject
will belad beforeyou.

Thelocd revenue recaived up to the 30th of September was $1,415,894. The amount recaived in
England asfar as can be esimated, (the Crown Agents accounts having been received up to the 31t of Jly
only) was$1,798.

The premiums on land sdles amounted to $12,463 making a totd up to the 30th September of
$1,876,762.

The Ordinary Expenditure for the first nine months of the year was $865,467. The gpproximate
expenditurein England was $116,369, meking atotd of $981,836.

The BExtraordinary Loca Expenditure during the same period was $215,695; the extreordinay
expensesin England were:sbout $100,000, meking atotal of $315,695.

A aum of $34,226 was expended on the purchase of Baxter House for the purpose of a Police
Sation.

Thistotd expenditure therefore amounts to $1,331, 757, leaving an gpproximeate baance on the 30th
September of $545,005.

The Edimatesfor the coming year have been prepared and will belad before you without dday.

The Estimated Revenue up to the end of the presant yeer is $1,884,943; to this may be added the
baance of assats a the beginning of this year—less the anount to be deducted for the defalcations | have
mentioned—which istherefore $446,607 and $50,000 may be put down as apossble sumto beredized on
land sdesbeforethe year comesto adose Thetotd revenuethereforeamountsto $2,381,550.

The Edimated Ordinary Expenditure is$1,470,221; the extraordinery expenditure $449,700, meking
atotd of $1,919,921. The probable balance on hand therefore on the 31t of Decamber next, presuming dl
the amount estimated for extreordinary expenditure to be spent which is somewha improbable, will be
$461,629.
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The Edimated Revenue for 1891, is$1,952,098 while the premiums on land sdles can be put
down & $100,000 meking atotd of $2,513,727.

The Egimated Ordinary Expenditure is $1,663420, Extraordinary $304,279 leaving a
probable balance on hand on the 31t of December, 1891, of $46,028.

Among the principa items causng further expenditure for next year | may mention the
increased Military Contribution from £20,000 to £40,000, which taking the dollar as representing
3/6d. would amount to $228,572.

Theadditionsto sdlariesauthorized by the Secretary of State amounting to about $47,000.

Theincreasad cog entailed by the new system of Audit which will involve ayearly increase
of about $7,500.

Theintroduction of the Electric Light causing anincrease of $13,500.

The mogt serious addition, however, to Extraordinary Expenditure results from the amount
edimated as necessary for Public Works We know how essentid it is; Gentlemen, thet such public
works as are in course of condruction should be completed without delay and that such others as
may be redly needful should be commenced, while the water and drainage system, which the
Colony has undertaken, cannot be dlowed to stand ill. But | do think thet it isaquestion for serious
condderation whether it isjust towards the present tax-payersthat the ertire cost of suchworksasare
destined for the good of future generations should entirdly fall uponus.

It s|amsto me that the comparatively smdl detat of £200,000, which is gradually becoming
less every year, might fairly be added to 0 as to enable the Colony to condtruct such works as are
absolutdy necessary without undue pressure onits finances or over-taxation of itspeople

Severd Ordinances are in course of preparaion and many are reedy for your immediate
condderation.

Among them is an Ordinance to amend the Laws relaing to the Police Force which is
rendered desirablein consaguence of certain changesthat have latdly taken place among the Officers
of that Department and which | have dready had occasionto explainto you.

The Secretary of Sate has made it a condition, as regards many of those who will under the
proposed scheme for the re-adjusment of sdaries receive additiond pay, thet they should join a
Widows and Orphans Pendon Fund. A dmilar messure to that proposed some months back, but
which was nat then proceeded with, will therefore be submitted to you. | may date thet such alaw
exigsin many other Colonies, and dthough it isimpassible to say how far the measure will prove a
uccessin a Colony where the number of Civil Servantsis comparatively small, it must be admitted
thet its object, in providing for those who may otherwise be left in want and degtitution, is a good
ore

The Syuatters Ordinance has been drafted with the view of giving the necessary powers to
those who have been dreedy appointed to condder how the irregular occupation of Crown landsin
this Colony can be discontinued.

An Ordinance to give further powers to Companies with respect to the ateration of their
Mermoranda of Association will be submitted to you.

Honourable Members will recallect thet during the course of the present year a Private Bill
was introduced with the object of enabling the Hongkong Land Investment Company to transact
business dsawhere than in this Colony, and to extend its powers of invesments which under its
present Artides of Assodidion it is unable to do. The Ordinance passed through its different Sages,
but before my assent was given to it objections were raised againgt it and | was requested to submit
the matter for the decigon of the Secretary of Sate This | did and the Secretary of Satein reply
forwarded copy of a Public Bill which was then passing through the Imperid Parliament on the
ubjett, gating thet he had no objection to a Smilar measure being pessed here The Ordinance
whichwill belaid beforeyouistherefore mutatis mutandis a.copy of the English Act.

Bills to amend the Public Hedlth Ordinance of 1887; to consolidate and amend the Laws
reaing to Merchant Shipping, &c.; to amend the Opium Ordinances to consdlidate the Law
relating to Chinese Passenger Ships and the conveyance of Chinese emigrants; to amend the Law
reating to Bankruptcy; to amend our Laws in regard to Gambling and to provide agang the
Adulteration of Food aredl in course of preparation and will be brought before you very shortly.

It will beremembered thet a our lagt mesting previousto the recessaBill wasintroduced by
an Honourable Member to amend the Law respecting the sale of Shares in
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Compeaniesregigerad under the Companies Ordinances This measureis undoubtedly one of consderable
importance and in order to save time it was proposed thet | should, during the recess send acopy of it to
the Secretary of State for his condgderation. | did S0 and 0 soon as | recdve areply | will inform the
Coundil accordingly.

| have dreedy mentioned to you, Gentlemen, my desire to find further space then exigs in this
Idand for the interment of such Chinese who die here and whose rddives are nat in aposition to remove
ther remains for burid dsawhere This asis the case with mogt quedtions of difficulty and importance,
requires some time for solution, but | have good reason to hope, dthough my origind idea may not be
carried out, thet | shel soon beableto attainin someway thedbject | havein view.

The question of Gaol extenson has not ceesed to oocupy my attention sncewe last met as | am
fully convinced of the necessity of providing in some way or ancther, further prison accommodation. |
have addressad the Secretary of Sate on the subject and dthough there are no doult argumentsin favour of
building a new Prison which it would not have been right of me to have concedled from him | have
expressad an opinion, in order to avoid so large an expenditure as would be involved in the erection of a
new building, thet the exising Geol should be added to onits present Site by the Magisracy being removed
to apiece of ground which | bdieve haslong been lying idlein the vicinity of the quarters oocupied by the
Captain Superintendent and Police Ingpectors.

Until 1 hear whet the Secretary of Saes views are in the matter the question cannot be definitdy
sdtled. But in the meantime such a sum has been insarted in the Edimates asis likdly to be required next
year dther for onework or the other. If the presant Gaol isenlarged in the manner | have suggested, the cogt,
induding the erection of anew Magidtracy, &c., isestimated a $170,000.

The carrespondence which has taken place between the Secretary of State and mysdf respecting
theincresse of our Military Contribution will belaid on the table. To comment on it is unnecessary on my
pat. Honourable Members will seetheviews | expressed and the replies that have been recaived and they
canjudgefor themsdvesin the matter.

Theguedion of theNavd and Militery Establishments being removed from the Town of Victoriais
engaging the condderation of the home Autharities and | bdieve that before very long it will be ripefor a
dedson.

I may inform the Coundil that Lord KnutsForp has gpproved of the formation in this Calony of a
Volunteer Machine Gun Corps and aVolunteer Mounted Rifle Corps as recommended by the Committee
gppointed to condder this quedtion in 1839, and that the Maxim guns, the cost of which was voted in
March ladt, have been ordered.

My attention was drawn sometime ago to the fact that a.certain amount of over-pressure existed in
the Schodls of this Idand more espedidly as regards Chinese children. Honourable Members will have
obsarved that enquiiry isnow being madeinto this point. Whether over-pressure exigsin the Schoolsor not
the result of the invedtigation will probably show, but | may inform the Coundl thet | discovered thet the
number of atendances required in the Aided Schools here was grester then thet demanded in other
Colonies For this | could see no suffidient reason and | recommended to the Colonid Authorities thet it
should bereduced. To this proposd the Secretary of State has acoeded and the same number of atendances
will heresfter be required here asarerequired @ the Schodlsin the Straits Settlements

Papers will be submitted to you repecting a proposad reduction in Postage Rates with aview of
obtaining a uniform pogtage for dl the different Colonies and thus to do away with certain anomaies
which now exig. The estimated loss to the Imperid Revenue, should the scheme be carried out, is about
£105,000 ayear and Her Mg esty's Government desire to know whether the various Colonies are disposed
to contribute towards reduding this amount. In the interests of the world generdly the ideaiis no doubt a
good one and oneto which | fed sure this Coundl will give every condderation. But it will be seen from
the Report of the Acting Asssant Postmaster Generd that the Calony will lose ano incondderable sum by
the scheme being adopted and | am therefore desirous of taking the sense of the Coundil on the question
before sending areply.

A short time ago | hed the satidaction of teking part, in what | may dlude to as the gratifying
function of laying the foundation sone of the Gap Rock Lighthouse Tojoinin the erection of abeacon, the
object of which isto save from danger and to guide through difficulties mug a dl times be apleasurable
duty, but | ventureto say thet there are few spotswherethe existence of alighthousewill prove of moretrue
vaueto navigation then that from which thislight will shineover many adigant mile

| may mention, in connection with thissulject thet | have latdy enquired wha steps are being taken
to place a lighthouse on Waglan Island in lieu of that on Cape D'Aguilar
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and | am glad to be dbdle to inform you that the Chinese Authorities are at the present momernt
serioudy conddering this question and thet enginearsand others are about to be sertt, if they have not
|ft dready, to makedl necessary arrangementsfor carrying out thework.

The Secretary of State's Despatch regarding the Increese of Sdariesto Civil Sarvantsand the
conditions under which such are to be granted will be laid on thistable 1t will be seen that Lord
Knutsrorp has fdt unable to congent to the scheme proposed by Sir WiLuiam Des Voeux thet
sdaries should be paid a girling rate, but he has sanctioned an increase, with cartain exoeptions, on
the conditions however thet those who accept the increases proposed shdl forego the privilege of
sending money home in the shape of family remittances as heretofore; that when on leave they shdll
bepaid a therate of 4/- thedollar and thet their pensonsshdll bea therate of 3/8d. only.

Since we lag met, Gertlemen, the services of one who had been a Member of this Coundll
for some years pagt have not only beenlogt to usbut to this Colony generdly.

Thereis no one who took a deeper interest in hiswork asa Member of the Legidature; who
without gpesking for digalay or for any factious object was neverthdess prepared to take such action
and to ask for suchinformation as he conddered the public interest demanded—than Mr. Macewen.
Hisahsence from thisBoard will necessarily befdt, but | am sure thet the one who hasbeen seected
toreplacehimwill dodl in hispower to make up for thelosswe have sustained.

In condusion, Gentlemen, let me ask of you to join your efforts in working for the future
welfare of aColony which by reason of increased fadilitiesin communication is yearly becoming of
moreimportanceinapalitical and Imperid point of view whilel trust of more vaue to those whose
interetsare interwoven withitsinterests and whose fortunes and whose hgppiness may be sad to be
proportionateto its Success and its progperity.

At an early period of the coming year the Colony will be cdebraing itsfiftieth anniversary as
aposesson of the British Crown, and it is an interesting coincidence thet in 1891 it will witnessthe
samegpan of lifeaswill theHer to the English Throne.

That Hongkong may advance and prosper during thefifty yearsthat are next to come asit has
advanced and progpered during the fifty years thet are about to pass away is| am sure the eamnest
wishof oneanddl of us

TheMinutesof thelagt Mesting, held on the 21t July, werereed and corfirmed.

New Meveer—Mr. THomas Henoerson WHiTEHEAD WhO had been gppointed, provisondly and subject to
Her Mgety's confirmation, an Un-officid Member of the L egidative Coundil on the nomination of the Chamber of
Commerce wasduly sworn and took hisseet.

Parers—The Acting Colonid Secretary laid on the table the following papers—Acting Colonid Secretary’s
Report on the Blue Book for 1889; Assessor's Report on the Assessment for 1890 and 1891; Despatches repecting
the increased Miilitary Contribution; Papers respecting the Defdcations of Z. M. Barrapas; Despatch respecting
increace of sdaries of Public Officers Despatch gpproving of the new Standing Rules and Orders and Despetch in
connection with Companiesdtering their Memorandaof Association.

Reed the following Minutes under the hand of His Excdlency the Officer Adminigtering the Government—

@)
F FRevne.
Cg&%ﬁ The Officer Administering the Government recommends the Coundil to vate a sum of Three
March 1800, hundred and Fifty-five Dollars, ($355), being aBuilding-grant to the Diocesan Home and Orphanege, to
defray hdf the cogt of animprovement in the building.

Government House, Hongkong, 10th Septermber, 1890.

2)
F Feavine
mlgé?égo The Officer Adminigtering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote a sum of Thirty
~ Ddllars, ($30), asa Supplementary Vatefor Office Contingendies of the Attormey Generdl.

Government House, Hongkong, 10th Septermber, 1890.
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3)
F Fevne
175?3%90 The Officer Administering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote a sum of Fifty-six
" Ddllars and Forty-five Cents, ($56.45), being an dipulated increment to the dary of the Veterinary
Surgeon, viz.—$2,400 on gppointment, $2,700 after 3 years, and $3,000 &fter 6 years
Increase from the 24th October totheend of thEeYERL, ... esseneenns $ 5645
Government House, Hongkong, 10th Septermber, 1890.
@)
F FRevine.
151%2%1@0 The Officer Adminigtering the Government recommends the Council to vote asum of Ninety-four
of1se0,  Dollarsand Seventy-two Cents ($94.72), baing amount reguired to complete the sum due for Kowloon
well.
AMOUNE EXPENTEL, .vvvvrereersressmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssesssssssess $1,044.72
VOteOf 7E JUY, 1890, ..cooueeereeensreeessseessseessseesssesesssesssssssesssssessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssases 950.00
$ A2
Government House, Hongkong, 10th Septermber, 1890.
()
F Feavine
206%5%90 The Officer Adminigtering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote asum of One hundred
" and Ffty Dallars ($150), asasupplementary vote for Office Contingenciesfor the Magistracy.
Government House, Hongkong, 10th September, 1890.
©6)
F Fevne
13(%3%90 The Officer Administering the Government recommendsthe Coundil to vateasum of Ninehundred
* and Sixty-three Dollars and Twenty-five Cents ($963.25), being the amount of the judgment delot and
cogts, in the matter of aWrit of Execution issued by A-tack againgt A. G. Arcar, misgppropriated by a
Bailiff of Supreme Court.
Government House, Hongkong, 10th Septermber, 1890.
(7)
F Fevne
106?3%90 The Officer Administering the Government recommends the Coundil to vate a sum of Three
" hundred and Thirteen Ddllars, and Seventy-five Cents, ($313.75), being amount of prisoners property
embezzled by Turnkey Ng' Kam-ruk, employed as Recaving Officer in VictoriaGeol.
Government House, Hongkong, 10th Septermber, 1890.
@)
F Favne
193?3%90 The Officer Administering the Government recommends the Counil to vote a sum of One
~ thousand and Seven hundred Ddllars ($1,700), as supplementary Vote for Police exdusve of
Egablishments viz.—
Ol @A GaSTOr BATATKS, ....oorvveeerrersssnssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns $ 90000
INCIAENE EXPENSES ...ooreverersersssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 800.00
$1,700.00
Government House, Hongkong, 10th Septermber, 1890.
©9)
F FRevine.
222‘;-3%90 The Officer Administering the Government recommendsthe Council to vateasum of Two hundred

" and Ffty Dollars ($250), as a Supplementary Vote for Office Contingendies of the Tresaurry, to cover
expensssin oallecting Village Rates
Government House, Hongkong, 2nd October, 1890.

The Acting Colonid Secretary moved that these Minutes bereferred to the Finance Committee

The Acting Coloniad Treasurer seconded.

His Excdlency addressed the Coundil on the Minutesin connection with the Kowloon well, and the amount
misgppropriated by aBailiff of the Supreme Court.

Question—yput and agreed to.
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HisExcdlency informed the Coundl thet by Clause 48 of the Standing Rulesand Ordersit isprovided thet et
the firs Mesting of the Coundl after the 1 of October the President might appoaint the following Committees—
Fnance Committeg, Law Committee and Public Works Committee. He would & this sitting gppoint the Finance
Committee and would condder between this and the next Meeting who should be gppointed on the other two
Committees

His Excdlency then appointed dl the Members of the Coundl except the Governor as the FHinance
Committeg, the Colonid Secretary to be Chairman.

Honourable Ho Kal gave natice thet at the next Megting of Coundil hewould ask thefollowing question.—

What gepshave been or areto betaken by the Government
1. Tosuppressor diminish public gambling inthe Colony.
2. To regulate, regigter or uppress the hundreds of ganbling dubs that have sprung into
edgenceduring thelad fewyears

His Excdlency informed the Coundil that it was the intention of Government to introduce a Bill as soon as
possible in connection with the suppression of gambling. His Excellency further informed the Coundl thet if inany
way the quegtion of the Honourable Member could be ansvered at the next Medting hewould be happy to do 0.

BiLL enmitLeD "AN OrRDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 8 oF 1873, enmiTLep THE Dancerous Goobs
ORDINANCE, 1873."—The Acting Attorney Generd moved thefirg reading of the Bill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Bill reed afirg time

BiLL enmitLep "AN OrpiNANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 15 oF 1888 enmimLeD THE RATING ORDINANCE,
1883."—The Acting Attorney Generd moved thefirs reeding of the Bill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

Bill reed afirg time

BiLL enmiTLED "AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL ORDINANCE NO. 29 oF 1888 AND To AMEND OrDINANCE NO. 15 oF
1886 enTiTLED THE PeACE PressRvaTion ORDINANCE, 1886."—The Acting Attorney Generd moved the firgt reading
of theBill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Bill reed afirg time

BiLL enmiTLeD "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PoLice Foroe ConsoLipation ORDINANCE, 1887."—The Acting
Attorney Generd moved thefirgt reading of the Bill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

Bill reed afirg time

BiLL enmiTLED "AN ORDINANCE TO FROVIDE FOR AND REGULATE A PENSON FUND FOR WIDOWS AND CHILDREN OF
PuBLIc OrRcers oF THE CoLony."—The Acting Attorney Generd moved thefirg reading of the Bill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Bill reed afirg time

BiLL enTITLED "THE SQUATTERS ORDINANCE, 1890."—The Acting Attorney Generd moved thefirg reading of
theBill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.
Question—yput and agreed to.

Bill reed afirg time

BiLL enTiTLED "' AN ORDINANCE TO GIVE FURTHER POWERS TO COMPANIES WITH RESPECT TO THE ALTERATION OF THER
MemoraNDA oF AssoaiaTion."—T he Acting Attorney Generd moved thefirgt reeding of the Bill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

Bill reed afirg time

Apsournmvent.—The Coundl then adjourned till Monday, the 13th October, a 3 pv.

F FAeving,
Officer Adminigtering the Government.
Reed and confirmed, this 13th day of October, 1890.
FE A. HazeLAND,
Acting Clerk of Coundils



