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21st FEBRUARY, 18%4.

PrEseNT—

His Excdlency the Governor, Sir WiLLIAM ROBINSON,
K.CMG.

Hon. G. T. M. OBrRen, CM.G,, Colonid Secretary.

Hon. A. M. THomson, Acting Registrar-Generd.

Hon. N. G. MitcHeLL-INNEs, Colonid Tressurer.

Hon. R. M. Rumsey, Harbour Meder.

Hon. E. BowpLER.

Hon. C. P CHater.

Hon. Ho KA.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios. CM.G.

Mr. A. S=tH, Clerk of Coundils.

MINUTES

The minutes of the lag meding were reed and
confirmed.

ABSENCE OF THE ATTORNEY -(GENERAL.

His ExceLLency—The Attorney-Generd has written to
say that as heis engaged in a murder case in the Supreme
Court he requeststo be excusad atendance this afternoon.

THERETRENCHMENT COMMISSON.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary—The following despatch,
which with your Excdlency's permission | will read, may
be of some interest to the members of this Coundil. It hes
reference to the proposd to gppoint a Retrenchment
Committee and it wasreceived by thelagt French mail:—

9th November, 1893.

Sr,— have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your despatches of August 6th and August 30th regarding
the proposed Retrenchment Commiittee. | regret thet the
Colonid Government and the unofficid members of the
Legidative Council have not been able to agree as to the
compodgtion of this Committee, but | hope a alater dateto
be ale to make proposas for a mixed Committeg,
composed patly of officid members and patly of
unofficia members which will be acceptable to the colony
generdly— havethe honour to be, gr, &c.,

Riron,
Secretary of Statefor the Colonies
THEAPPROPRIATION BILL, 189%4.

The CooniaL Secremarv—1 beg to move thet the
Coundil resolveitsdf into Committee on this Bill.

The CoLoniAL TrREaSURER Seconded.
Coundil went into Committee on the Bill.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary—The Coundil being now in
Committee, | may mention, gr, with reference to the firgt
order of the day, that | moved dl the items of this Bill
separatdy in Finance Committeg, and that they were
unanimously agreed to without any dissant, subject to two

dterations which were made & my ingtance. Thisbeing s,
| think it will hardly be necessary to take up the time of the
Council by moving each item separately again and taking
the sense of the Coundil on each item. | proposg, S, with
your permisson, and if such a course meets the views of
the Coundil, merdly to reed the items following the word
"expenditure’ in Section 1 of this Bill, and make amotion
only where it is necessary to propose an dteraion of an
item. This will give any member the opportunity of
making any observation which he may wish to make in
regard to any of theitemsinthelig, and a the sametime it
will obviate unnecessarily taking up the time of the
Coundil.

The items of the Bill were then read out and, with the
dight dterations madein Finance Committee, were passed.

Onitem $71,911 for "Miscdlaneous Services”

The CoLoniaL SecretAry sdid—| have a motion to
make in respect to this item. | should have made it in
Finance Committee, but the matter to which it refers wes
not brought to your Excdlency’'s notice until &fter the
Finance Committee had concluded its labours The matter
towhich | dludeis an gpplication which has been received
from the Colond of the Hongkong Regiment for a smdll
grant in ad of the band of that regiment. In a letter
addressad to your Excdlency, from which | will reed an
extract, Colond Barrow says—

"Congdering that the band of the Hongkong Regiment
isapermanent locd indtitution and that the Colony isredly
more interested in its upkeep than the few officerswho are
temporarily attached to this regiment, | have no hesitation
in asking the Colony to contribute to its support. It isnot for
meto suggest the amount the Colony might contribute, but
| might mention $500 ayear asasum which | think might
auffice, together with the monthly substriptions of the
officers, to meet the upkeep. Of coursg, if the Colony
contributesto the support of theband | shdl teke carethat it
plays periodicaly for the public benefit."

| have reason to beieve that the unofficid members
have been gpproached on the subject, and thet therewill be
no oppastion to the amdl grant proposed. As | articipate
no difficulty in meeting this additiond expenditure from
the revenue of the year, | have much pleasure in moving
that the item be inserted under the heading, miscdlaneous
srvices, and that the amount for those services be dtered
D astodand a $72,411.

Hon. C. P. CHaTER—I have very much pleasurein
seconding the motion. Theamount isindeed asmall one,
and | am sure we shdl be more than repad by the pleasure
it will give to the inhabitants of the Colony. We must
recognise the liberality and energy of Colonel
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Barow and the officers of the Hongkong Regiment in
having supplied a band, and we cannot do less | am sure,
than support them in a matter which | think is more to the
public benefit than their own. (Applause).

The vote wasthen agreed to.

There being no discussion on any of the other itemsthe
Bill was reported as amended in Committee, whereupon
the Council resumed and the Bill wasreed athird time and
pased.

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION BILL, 1892.

Council went into Committee on this Bill, and the Clerk
of Councilsread dl theitemsthrough.

No remak was offered, and the Councl having
resumed, the Bill wasread athird time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

His ExceLLency:—There is no further business before
the Council, gentlemen. There will be no necessity to meet
before this day month.




