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17w SEPTEMBER, 18%4.

PrEseNT—

His Excdlency the Governor, Sr WiLLiav RoBINSON,
K.CMG.

Hon. J H. Srewart LockHarrt, Acting Colonid
Scretary.

Hon. A. J. LeacH, Q.C., Acting Attorney-Generd.

Hon. N. G. MitcHeLL-INNES, Colonid Tressurer.

Hon. R. M. Rumsey, RN., Harbour Madter.

Hon. E. BowpLER.

Hon. C. P, CHater.

Hon. J. J. Kes«ick.

Hon. Ho KAl.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. A. McCoNACHIE.

Mr. A. S=tH, Clerk of Councils.

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting, after dight
amendment, were read and confirmed.

THE REPORT OF THERETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE

The Acting CoLoniaL SecreTarv—] have the honour to
lay on the table the report of the Committee gppointed to
enquireinto the expenditure of the colony.

THEMILITARY CONTRIBUTION.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—Sir, isit afact that acertain and
not inconsiderable proportion of the amount voted by this
Council as a contribution for the maintenance of the
Garrison and which is paid in sterling at the rate of
exchange of the day, is spent by the Military Authorities
locally and in silver dollars, and if so will not the War
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Office consent to receive such contribution at its average
amourt in dollars cdculated a the rate of exchange
prevailing & the date the contribution was increesed to
£40,000 gerling? With your Excelency's permisson | beg
to point out that owing to the fdl in exchange the
contribution presses with great severity on the Colony, and
if a large proportion of the sum is expended locdly in
dollars the War Office are profiting grestly by our loss
This was never contemplated when the sum wes fixed a
£40,000, and if the concesson suggested were made it
would, to some extent, relieve the Colony without causing
loss to the War Office, the prices of food, &c., having not
gppreciably advanced in Hongkong.

The Acting CoLoniaL Secretary—Though it is nat
possible to digtinguish the various military disbursaments
as being made from any particular receipt, | am ale to
state that out of atota of £154,000 dishursed locdly lest
year by the military about £68,000 were spent in payment
fixed in dollars and not in gterling. As regards the second
part of the question | may mention thet the Governor has
dready made severd represntations to the Secretary of
State regpecting the necessity of recongdering the military
contribution on account of the fal in exchange, and in his
despatches to the Secretary of State has supported the view
held by the unofficid members and by the members of the
Committee gppointed to enquire into the Expenditure of
the colony, viz,, thet the military contribution should be
fixed in dollars and nat, as at present, in gerling. It is not
too much to expect an early reply to his Excdlency’s
representations.

WITHDRAWAL OF MOTION.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTarv—! beg permission to
withdraw the motion standinginmy name. | trusttobeina
postionto bring it forward a the next medting of Coundil.

HEALTH ORDINANCE 18%4

The Acting ATtorney - GeneraL—1 - beg to move the
firg reading of a Bill to make provison for deding with
cartan houses dosed during the plague, and to make
further and better provision for the hedlth of the colony. In
moving the firg reading |1 do not intend to detain the
Coundil & any grest length. The Bill has been in the hands
of hon. members for such a short time that | am quite sure
they will better gppreciae my remarks ater further
condderation of this messure, but | wish to meke a short
statement as to the red object of the Bill, and to remove
misgpprehensions &s to its intended effect. The object of
the Bill is to cary out catan recommendations of the
Permanent Committee of the Sanitay Board and the
Housing Committee—only such recommendations as are
deemed to be necessary and expedient & present and not to
touch upon other of their recommendations which would
necessitate careful congderation of the Building and Hedlth
Ordinances, which mugt certainly occupy two or three

months. One misgpprehension in particular | wish to avoid.
| have heard it said "You are going to ded with a number
of houses tha have been dosed by the Permanent
Committee, under the authority conferred by their by-laws
and by the specid by-laws made during the prevaence of
the plague and by the Ordinance passed to confirm what
had been done, and yet you are making no provison
whetever for the compensation of the persons who have
logt money in rent by reason of the action of the Permanent
Committee” It has been suggested that because this
Ordinance does not provide for compensation of owners
for rents log, the Government intends to give no such
compensation a dl. | wish a once to remove that
misgpprehengon. The question whether the Government
shdl provide compensation or not is under condderation,
and if a scheme is heresfter formulated it would have to
receive the sanction of the Secretary of State, dther in the
form of adraft scheme sent home and approved previoudy,
or intheform of an ordinance, with asuspending dause. In
ether event it would mean very serious dday in carrying
out the provison now contemplated, which are deemed
essentid and urgent by the Permanent Commiittee. | may
a0 dae that the schedules of this Ordinance are not yet
quite complete; these schedules will show what houses
have been and il are dosed, what have been dosed and
reopened under the Permanent Committegs conditions; but
| propose with your Excdlency's sanction to obtain alist of
those houses in an enlarged form showing not only what
the schedulesin this Ordinance will show but showing the
namesof the owners of the houseswhich have been closed,
the time during which they have been dased, and, if it is
possible to ascertain it, the amount of rent which those
houses if let, would have obtained for their owners during
the period of their being dlosed. Upon that scheduleor ligt a
scheme could be formulated or an Ordinance drafted, and |
do not think it would be a matter of great difficulty. With
thesefew remarks| beg to movethefirg reading of theBill,
and | may sy tha dl the time which the unofficid
members think necessary for the condderation of the Bill
will be given before the second reeding.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary—! beg to second the
firg reading of the Bill.

Hon. J. J Keswick—Sir, this Bill, asthe hon. Attorney-
Generd hasjust mentioned, has been in the hands of the
unofficial members such ashort time that we shall need
some delay before the second reading, asit has been quite
impossible to master its contents. It isan exceedingly
important measure, and acursory glance at it | think will
show that it is one which would be wholly unacceptableto
the public, and its provisionsin many respects would be
wholly inapplicable to this community. It ismy intention
therefore, unlessit is very materially atered before it
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comes up agan—and unless very ample time is given for
itscondderation which | am glad to note the hon. Attorney-
Generd has promised —it is my intention to move a the
second reading that the Bill be thrown out.

TheBiIll wasthenread afirs time.
SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION BILL 1893.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer—1 have the honour, S, to
move the second reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance
to authorise the Approprigtion of a Supplementary sum of
$212,547.92 to defray the charges of the year 1893. | have
endeavoured as my report shows to Smplify the form of
the supplementary edimates this year with a view to
rendering them more intdligible to hon. members of
Council. | have much stisfaction in gaing thet the net
increase for the year, in spite of the drop in the gold vaue
of the dollar, amounts to some $2,000 only, while the
expenditure on public works extreordinary has been
brought up much neerer to the estimate than it hasbeen in
bygone years. As will be seen the net increase for which |
have to ask a vote is only $2,000, though the totl sum
which | am compdled to ask for amounts to $212,547. |
shdl be hgppy in Committee to answer any questions
which hon. members may wish to put to me regarding any
of theitems

TheActing CoLoNIAL SECrRETARY Seconded.

Bill reed asecond time.

TheBill passed through Committee without discussion.
The Council resumed.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer moved thethird reading of the
Bill.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SecreTARY Seconded.

Bill reed athird time and passed.
THE TAIPINGSHAN RESUMPTION ORDINANCE.

Coundil resumed the condgderation of the schedules of
thisBill in Committea.

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GENERAL then moved that the
Bill be recommitted in order that a few smd| dteraions
might be made.

The Acring CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY Seconded.
Bill in Committee

The Acrting ATTORNEY-GENERAL  Suggested that the
provison for insarting an advertisement of the list of lots,
€c., inal.ondon paper was unnecessary as hewas givento
undergtand that only two owners resided a home and they
were represented here.

Theddetion wasagreed to.

Upon Section 8,

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GENERAL Moved an dterdion
which provided that insteed of four months (as origindly
provided) the words " as soon as passible and not more than
six months dfter the publishing of the congtitution of the
Board of Arbitration” should rule the period for the sending
in of daims for compensation and explained that this
dteration would probably make the Board to get to work
on the settlement of claims for compensation four month

searlier than under the origina wording of the dause.
Thiswasagread to.
In Sections 13 and 14,

The Acting ATTORNEY -GeENERAL moved the insartion of
the words "after hearing the parties' after the words "the
Board" in each section.

Agreed.

Council then resumed.

The Acring ATTornEY-GenEraL—] beg to move the
third reading of the Bill.

The Acting CoLoNiAL SecreTarv—] beg to second it
Bill read athird time and passed.

HON. C. RCHATERSMOTION FOR THE AFPOINTMENT OF A
COMMISSION.

Hon. C. P Crarer—I beg to move the resolution
standing in my name. Your Excellency, it is not necessary
for me to speek a length in support of the motion which
dands in my name to-day, for | have dready given my
reesons why | condder the agppointment of such a
Commisson as | advocate to be a prudont meesure, and |
dncerdy trug there is now no misundergtanding about
them. Far be it from me even to appear to throw obstadles
in the way of measures undertaken to avert the possihility
of arecurrence of the plague which has so recently afflicted
us but it is strongly borne in upon me that dl thet is
necessary might be done without having recourse to such
wholesde destruction as has been proposed. | say—let
your Excdlency gppoint aCommission such as| ask for, of
a5 representative a nature as possble, and then, if the
Commisson decidethat the origind plan of the destruction
must be carried out, | and many who think with me will
have the satisfaction of knowing that the question has hed
every possble condderation in dl its agpects; but on the
other hand, if the decison of the Commission coincides
with our ideg, alarge sum of money will have been saved
to our a present hard-pressed Colony. Therefore | beg to
propose that a Commisson be appointed to enquire into
and report to the Government upon the question of what
portion of the buildings Stuated on the land to be resumed
under the providons of the Taipingshan Resumption Bill
should be destroyed, and whet portion should not.

Hon. A. McConacHiE—Your Excellency, | riseto
second the resolution just proposed by my friend the
senior unofficial member. He has made the object for
which he asks for this Commission so abundantly clear
that it is unnecessary for me to add much. | can quite
understand all who have not personally examined this
property for themselves, and having read the evidence
presented to the Government for the total destruction of
Taipingshan, coming to that conclusion that that is
necessary. | was of that number myself. However, |
considered it my duty to examine the property in
company with others very carefully, and | may say that
the impression was forced upon my mind that therewasa
great deal of excellent property,
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excellent dreets of concrete, well laid down channdls, and
excdlent granite seps, and much other valuable property
which it seemed to me it was not entirdy necessary to
destroy. | do not advocate for a moment haf measures
Consdering the disadtrous effect of the plague on the trade
of the colony no one, | think, would advocate that; but | am
not a dl saidfied that dl the evidence thet is in the
possesson of the Government has been given by those
who firg for themsdves persondly ingpected the property,
and | am drad a great ded of it is as it were, heersay
evidence | fed aure that if dl would go and see the
property for themsalves they would join in the condusion
arived a by those with whom | was assodiated in the
ingpection. | think the greater number of them came to the
condusion thet it was a pity to destroy so much vduable
propety. Therefore | think if this Commisson were
granted and they examined the property persondly it
would give stifaction to dl. If after examining it &s a
wholethey cameto the decison thet to be abolutdy sefeit
isdedrableto degtroy it dl, then | say | should approve of
their action. Only do not degtroy that which it is entirdy
unnecessary to destroy.

His ExceLLency—Gentlemen, | fed bound, in what |
consider the best interests of the Colony, to oppose the
motion of the hon. member. | am very sorry that | should
be obliged to take this step because the hon. member has,
0N many occasions, given to me personally and to the
Government most excellent advice and assistance, but |
venture to think, on this occasion, his assistance is not
worth our acceptance and hisadviceisnot sound. | shall be
very sorry if thismation is passed. | trugt the hon. member
will not beableto command amgority of votes, becauseif
the motionis passed it will, | think, simply mean further
concessions to the weak-kneed, and we have certainly
made sufficient concessions aready in the Taipingshan
Resumption Ordinance. The passage of this motion will
mean alot of further fruitless discussion and morelitigation,
and | have no doubt it will result in dangerous and
unnecessary delays. Gentlemen, | do not think we need go
very far to find out the source from which the hon. member
has gained hisinspiration. You know in these degenerate
days asthey are cdled the pen isvery often mightier than
the sword, and we al know that some weeks ago ahighly
respected member of the community—a gentleman
resident & the Pesk—wid ded his pen with very greet effect.
Thereisno truer saying. | think, and | am sureitisasaying
which will recommend itsdlf to the gentleman in question,
if it isa Scriptural one, than that " Familiarity breeds
contempt.” That is exactly the case in thisinstance. We
have seen the plague come amongst us, we have seen it
increaseiu virulence and carry off its hundred victims per
day, and we have seen it gradudly abate, and, thank God,
we have seen it disappear; and we, now, only look upon it
asan evil of the pagt. While this geedy decrease hasbeen

going on the pen of the ready writer | have referred to has
been wielded with considerable effect. Hetold us—as has
been inferred by the hon. member representing the
Chamber of Commerce—hetold usin polished periods
that after afew little dructurd dterations Taipingshan, the
seat of the plague, might easily be made an oasisin the
desert—an earthly paradise. He has d'so sought to persuade
those who will no doubt feel financia loss under the
Resumption Ordinance that if the streets and alleys of
Taipingshan, which have been described by the medical
eye-witnesses as pestiferous, "foul, poisonous, and amass
of pollution’—he hastried to persuade these people that by
the application of alittle extrawhitewash and water the
houses and streets might be madeto "rgjoice likethe desart
and flourish liketherose" Gentlemen, | ask—isit possble
that we, abody of sane men, can receive datements of this
sort in the face of overwhelming evidence we have
received from experts and scientists in the matter? | say
certainly not. | may further say that, supposing any
additiond evidenceiswanted, such asthe senior unofficid
member and the member representing the Chamber of
Commerce desire, surely we have in the Government
service our Colonial Surgeon, with 25 or 30 years'
experiencein the Colony, and our Director of Public Works
— hoth able and regponsible men—who are fully capable
of giving usas good advice as anyone can on the subject. |
think the acceptance of the hon. member's motion would
be running agrest risk, which | personaly dare not incur.
Thetrade of the Colony has suffered sufficiently inthelast
six months. and if we had unhappily a recurrence of the
plague | am afraid our trade would not temporarily but
permanently suffer. Then, too, | do not think the hon.
member fully realises the awkward position in which |
should be placed if | accepted hismotion. | do not think |
could— do not fed prepared to try to— sdlect abody of
gentlemen with greater experience, greater knowledge of
the Colony, gregter ability, and whose opinionswould carry
greater weight than the gentlemen composing the
Permanent Committee and the Housing Committee; and
am |, as Governor, after having accepted their advice and
thanking them for it two months ago, to turn round now
and say, "Gentlemen, dthough | accepted your advicetwo
monthsago | have repented and | must get an abler body of
men, inwhom | have more confidence, to reconsder your
opinions and give me better advice?' | am not prepared,
gentlemen, to occupy a position of that sort; | am not
prepared to put aquestion of that sort to the gentlemen who
have acted so thoroughly in thismetter. If | did, | should lay
mysalf open to the charges of inconsigtency and vecillation
which would very properly be hurled againg me. Might |
call your attention to the programme which the
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Government ddiberatdy sketched out on the 20th June.
After sending to the Secretary of State the extract from my
speech ddivered a thistable on the 12th June, | sad, "The
remedy is, as your Lordship will see, a very dradtic one. It
may result in the destruction and re-building of one-tenth
part of Hongkong, It will certainly necessitate the extension
in every direction of houses fitted for Chinese occupation
on improved sanitary principles. 1t will doubtless cause a
generd increasein rents, anincreasein the cogt of living, as
wdl as a generd increase in the rate of wages It will dso
necessitate the increase of the orage capacity of the Tytam
Water Works 0 as to secure an additiond supply of about
80,000,000 gdlons of water." Then | went on to say, in
paragraph 34,—"'In reply to my peech | may here mention
that on behdf of the unoffidd members and the
community a large, the senior unofficid member, the Hon.
C. P Chater, promisad thet the Government should be
loydly supported in dl its endeavours to cope with the
unfortunate dilemma in which the colony is placed." This
despatch | read to the hon. senior unofficid member before
it was sent to the Secretary of State— am not surewhether
| reed it to Mr. Keswick dso—

Hon. J. J. Kesmck—You did not read it tome, Sir.

His Exce.Lency—At dl events, the senior unofficia
member made the contents of the despatch known to dl
the other unoffidd members of the Government. But
redly, gentlemen, | may be making too much of this for |
do not se how the hon. member proposes to get his
mgjority, unless many of the members & this teble are
going to stultify themsalves and eat ther own words; for
my friend the hon. member for the Colonid Secretariat,
who a0 is Registrar Generd and Protector of Chinese,
recommended me on severd occasons to acoept the
advice of the Permanet Committee and the Housing
Committee; the Colonid Treesurer and Dr. Ho Kai, one as
charman and the other as a member of the Housing
Committee, dgned the unanimous report  Srongly
recommending the tota dedtruction of Taipingshen
"preferably by fire" the Director of Public Works had a
representative on that Committes, and he is not likdy to
contredict his advice; Mr. Bdilios a our lagt unofficad
meeting told us he wasin favour of degtruction by fire, and
gave us a thrilling account of some Indian city or village
which wes destroyed by fire, and in which no case of
cholerahad ever occurred Snce——

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—No, it was Naples| referred to.

His ExceLLency—I do not know what the hon. member
the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce hasto say. He
has just returned from the seat of war, and should know all
about the danger of dday. As to the hon. the Attorney-
Generd, | think | can guess what his opinion is. | have no

desireto make thisa Government question, | think it isone
of the mogt important which has ever come before this
Council, and | fed sure my colleagues of the Government
if they have strong opinions will gtick to them. | am sure
they redlize the weight of respongibility which isinvolved
in ther vote. You may say that a Commission of this sort
will not do harm and that it may do good and that money
may be saved. That, | sy, is an invertebrate reason, and
metter of pure speculation. | think such a Commission as
proposed is unnecessary, asit isliableto increasethe ddays
which are sure to arise over this very big quedtion. If the
hon. member is fortunate enough to carry his mation, he
has my best wishes for its success, and | hope it will turn
out better than he expects, and result in saving alarge sum
of money. | do not want to gpend more than is necessary.
But | think, in recording my vote againg it, | shdl & lesst
have acted logicdly and consgtently, and in accordance
with the weight of evidence placed before me.

TheActing ATToRNEY-GENERAL—SIT, | fedl that itismy
duty also to oppose this motion. Much of what your
Excdlency has dready said has cut away wheat | intended
to say to the Council, but | now opposethismotion mainly
on the ground that the gppointment of aCommissionis
unnecessary. In the first place the decision of the
Government—although it is pretty certain what the
decison of the Government is—isnot final. That decison,
auch asitis, hasbeen arrived a from two reports, one of
the Permanent Commiittee of the Sanitary Board and one
of the Housing Commiittee, both of which bodies have
absolutely reported in favour of demolition. Onereport is
based on the experience of those who devoted such an
enormous amount of time to the plague and plague
questions during the last four or five months, and the other
isbased chiefly on the medical evidence, dl of which, asl
have pointed out beforein this Chamber, isunanimoudy in
favour of the demolition of these houses and their
destruction by fire. So far asthe Government is concerned
none of those gentlemen who have reported on the
degtruction of the houses, or who have given evidencein
favour of that, have altered their opinions. | cannot
conceivethat they could have dtered their opinions. | have
heard it said thet they have, but | cannot conceivethat they
should have so changed without having informed the
Government that their views hed dtered. | cannot imagine
that they would leave the Government in such afalse
position by leading the Government to believe that their
views were still the same as those on which the
Government based its opinion, when they were not. Well,
if it isthought, whenever the Government hasto cometo a
final conclusion on the matter, or whenitisreally and
finaly to be determined what isto be donewith thisarea,
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that the medica evidence can be supplemented in any way,
surdly it is equaly as open to the Government s to any
Commission, and probably such further evidence would be
taken in a much shorter and less expensve way. The
evidence of the medicd profession asit sands shows thet
the whole of the soil in this area is impregnated, possibly
with plague germs —cartainly it isinfected and in amore
or less insanitary condition—and that the total destruction
of dl the housesin it ismost necessary. Thereforeyou must
dther deanse thet s0il or remove it. Then as regards the
necessity for pulling down good houses or the possibility of
leaving some houses ganding while destroying others, that
again is a quedtion of expert evidence— do not mean the
evidence of amateur experts who go round and look a the
houses but who possess no redlly practical knowledge, but
I meen the evidence of architects and engineers, which is
redly vauable. | do not wish for a moment to throw any
blame or cagt any dur on those gentlemen who have gone
through this area and tried to see for themsdves whet the
condition of those buildings is, but | venture to say that
their gght from want of experience may have mided them.
I think if we want further evidence, if the Government
dedres further evidence, surdy they have it within their
hands reach, and unless the hon. senior unofficid
member's motion means that the Public Works Department
is not able, or capable, of doing that which he wishes this
Commisson to do, surdy the evidence that can be
obtained as to the condition of these houses—and as to
whether acertain house should be pulled down and another
left ganding—isin the possession of the Government or is
equdly as available to the Government now as to a
Commission heregfter. | think it isdso to be bornein mind
that if aCommission was gppointed such asis proposed by
the hon. senior unofficid member, it would redly to a
certain extent be doing double work, work which was dso
being carried out under the Ordinance which has just been
reed in this Council a third time. | dare say the hon.
member will a once guesswhat | mean. In that Ordinance
the arbitrators have to appoint certain persons—no doubt
experts architects on the one hand and medica men onthe
other—to examine and enquire into the condition of these
houses | do not say that it would go to the whole extent to
which the Commisson would carry ther labours, but it
would certainly perform avery gregt part of the same work
as the Commission would be performing. Therefore the
urvey and detailing of the condition of these houses will
be of great assgance to the Government in coming to a
determingtion, when the survey is completed, asto what is
ultimatdly to be done with thisarea. A Commission, then,
going towork a the sametime asthis survey isin progress
would practicaly mean two bodies of people to carry out
the same object. Now, Sir, of course there is the argument
which your Excelency has touched upon. People may say

"This Commisson can do no harm, and it may do some
good." | dont know. As your Excdlency has sad, that
seams rather an invertebrate policy. | am dfrad thet the
gppointment of a Commission would cause serious delay.
It mugt take a great amount of time. To be thorough the
commissoners mugt go over the whole of the medica
evidence, and take the expeart evidence of every architect
and enginer of standing in the colony, and how long do
you think that would take? | apprehend that it would take
dx months at leegt. If the mere survey of these houses, and
examination, is to take four months or & the outdde Sx
months, | think it isfair to say that a Commisson to do its
work thoroughly will take at least that time if not longer,
and that if they wanted expert evidence the Commisson
would have to pay for it. | believe on one occasion, during
the Fever Commission, agood ded of expert evidence was
taken from the doctors—who are regarded as experts—and
probably they made no charge for it. But business men,
architects and engineers— doubt whether they would be
able or willing to give therr time and atention to this
without being paid. | do not think it would do very much
good because | think al the evidence thet can be gained is
within the gragp of the Government at the present time, and
therefore, Sir, | beg to opposethismation.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer—Sir | should like to sy a
few words upon this maotion. Your Excdlency and the
learned Attorney-Generd have dedt with this question 0
very fully thet there remains very little to say. The key note
of the proposd seemsto be thet given by my hon. friend on
my right (Hon. A. McConachie) —"It is a pity to destroy
vauable property,” and, Sir, | have mysdf thought sncethe
commencement of the plague, and more every day, that
that would come into gregter prominence by dday. The
dangers of the plague will gradualy disappesr, will be lost
to sght and memory, and the pity of destroying vauable
property will occupy ahold on the colony. It gopeasto my
hon. friend on my right (Hon. A. McConachi€). He has
given it as a reason why this Commisson should be
gppointed. Ancther of his reesonsis that he has persondly
made an ingpection of the property, whereas he has reason
to bdlieve that the advisers of the Government have gone
on hearsay.

Hon. A. McConacHE—Not erttirely.

The CoLoniaL TReasurer—NO, but to agreat extent. |
should only like to remark that the Housing Committee
consisted of members who have been acquainted with
Taipingshan for many years, of architectswho know the
property and have had to dedl withiit for along time, and of
others, among whom was my friend on my left (Hon. Ho
Kai) who is as capable of
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giving an opinion on the subject as most people, who,
though not qudified to spesk as experts have been in and
out of the houses when the plague was on, and not after the
woodwork had been torn down, the houses been deaned
out and whitewashed, and the place transformed into whet
Mr. Granville Sharp might call aGarden of the Hesperides,
and of which he might say "Why destroy these beautiful
houses which have as much light asthe Crysd Pdace?' |
should say that if they want to know what a house is like
they should see it inhabited, when the windows are
blocked up, and the placeisfull of dust and dirt and refuse.
When the Commission is gppointed we cannot have on it
the Colonia Surgeon, nor the Military medica adviser, nor
the Naval medicd adviser, nor Dr. James, nor Mr. Turner,
nor Mr. Leigh; we can smply have on it those, Sir, who
have an opinion contrary to the persons composing the two
committess, the Housing Committee and the Permanent
Committee. | must say the Committee which | have the
honour to presde over—the Housng Committee—
gpproached the subject of the demadlition of Taipingshen
with the grestest rductance and not a dl with the
esgerness which the remarks of my friend on the right
(Hon. A. McConachie) would seem to imply. One of the
senior members of the Committee prefaced hisremarks a
one of its medtings by saying that we must certainly not
recommend the dedtruction of Taipingshan unless it was
found to be dbsolutely necessary. After hearing dl the
evidence of the architects, and doctors, and membersof the
Committee generdly, he was one of the firg to say that
there was no help for it but the destruction of Taipingshan.
At thesametime | am quite willing to grant thet the Bill as
it dands does not compd the Government to destroy
Taipingshen ether in whole or in part, and if between now
and the time when the decison has to be given it should
gppear from any evidence which may heresfter be givento
the Government, that there is no necessity for destraying
Taipingshen | am sure the Council may rest asaured that
the Government will not rush blindly into destruction. |
very much doubt, | must say, whether such evidence canbe
given. | do not think that | have anything further to add
except that | would strongly urge the members of this
Coundil torecollect the very criticd state of the colony only
avery short time ago, and the fact that at thet time there
was no voice upraisad nor pen put to paper to advise hdlf
megsures or dilaorinessin dedling with thet part of the city
which had supplied 50 per cent. of the victims to the

plague.

The Hareour Masrer—I| am glad, gr, that your
Excdlency hes dlowed this question not to be a
Government one because | am endbled to express my
concurrencewith the principle brought forward by the hon.
mover of the motion that the Government should get sound
advice before acting on the Taipingshan Resumption
Ordinance. | wish thet the hon. member had gone further |

should like to see that principle extended so that we should
get not only sound advice but the very best advice it is
possiblefor usto get. | do not think any locad commission,
any commisson which can be found localy, will be of the
dightest uss; we have had opinions gdore given here. But |
think 1 am right in saying that sanitay science is a
ecidity of two professons, the medical and enginegring,
and | do not wishit to be undergood, very far fromit, thet |
desire to imply anything derogatory to the locd ability of
this colony when | say that | do not think it does possess
the bes opinion the colony could have The learned
Attorney-Generd, a the fird reading, sad thet the
Government was in possession of the best evidence a its
disposd. That may be, | daresay itis and in fact | am sure
it must be, but what we wartt isnot any more evidenceon it
but the verdict of cgpable men on thet evidence. The same
men gave the evidence and dso the verdict. It was not
evidenceredly but opinion, and the opinion they expressed
was that this area should be burnt down. But | venture to
doubt in my own mind whether al these gentlemen or any
of them were as cgpable of forming an opinion as men
who can be got eddly for the purpose The totd
demoalition of Taipingshan would in dl human probability
prevent arecurrence of the plague, but it ssemsto methat it
might have the gppearance, if the Council will excuse the
smile, of cutting of a man's arm above the ebow because
he had a didocated finger. It isavery effective plan, but is
there not a plan equaly good which isless dragtic and less
expengve? Thereforel think it would beworth the colony's
while if we could get experts, redly sanitary experts, from
India or dsawhere, as may be thought begt, who would
ligten to the evidence given by the people who have mede a
point of saying here what they have to say, and then give
the Government the best advice which could be given.
Thesemen, | would sugges, if | may be dlowed to, should
be placed in the position of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
of the Committee of "fit and proper persons' or of the
Commisson which has been proposad by the hon.
member. If the mation proposed by the hon. member is
pressed | am afraid it is not of much use. For the ressons |
have gated | would not be able to vote with him for aloca
commission because | think it would be smply time and
money waded. But if we can get a redly expert
commission to come and give their opinion it would be
wdl worth the expenditure of money which would be
necessary.

Hon. Ho Kai— am aways unwilling to spesk or vote
against my unofficia colleagues, but in the present casel
feel it my bounden duty to do so. | shall be very short
inasmuch as| have said | am very unwillingto do so. Sir,
the subject matter of discussion is the destruction
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of Tapingshan. Now of course the locdity is well known
to agreat number of people, perhgps more to the Chinese
than to the Europeans. | have been there thousands of times
mysdf, and dl the locdities round Tapingshen | am
familiar with. So when | was on the Sanitary Board and the
Housng Committee and heard the expert evidence on
Taipingshen, | was hearing evidence given on a locdity
that | have persond experience of, and with the condition
of which | have been wel acquainted for the last 15 years.
And after hearing dl that evidence and notwithstanding the
opinion of others thet they were not capable sanitary
engineers or that our opinion is not of the best kind. ill,
exercisng my best judgment | assigted the others in
ariving a the conduson that the whole of Taipingshen
should come down and be destroyed. There is no doubt
that a few houses might sand, but conddering that the
mgjority of the houses are of a very bad and insanitary
character we came to the condusion that the few good
ones mugt be sacrificed. Since that opinion was formed
after a great ded of consderation and ddiberation | can
assure your Excdlency that | think that every member of
the Housng Committee and dso every member of the
Permanent Committee of the Sanitary Board, isprepared to
gand on that same opinion this very day and this very hour.
There were remarks that some of them had changed their
opinions. But | may say asto that that | am not one of them.
| have seen many of them day after day and certainly |
have never heard that. In advocating this measure we are
congantly charged with advising the Government to avery
expendve action, and we are often taunted with the
question. "Can you make it sure thet by this enormous
sacrifice of money and trouble we are to be s&fe from the
plague next season?' Now, to that | would Smply say that
it is to the best of our knowledge and bdief tha by
improving Taipingshan in the way suggested, and by
improving other isolated locdlities in the same manner, |
say by s0 doing wefirmly believe the plague will be got rid
of. We are mortd men. That is dl we can say; we cannot
say any more. We cannot be cartain of anything, but what
we can be certain of is that to the best of our power and
ahility, and on the best evidence we could get, we are of
opinion that this is the surest way of getting rid of it. Of
course we are prepared to take thet regponghility. | admire
those men who would dare to come out and do their best
for the public even a the risk of being charged afterwards
with having given bad or wrong opinions There are
dways some who try to shdter themsdves behind
something and say "Oh, | think it is perfectly safe without."
Thereisthe responsibility which as public men each of us
should take, and if we do our work with dear consciences
even if we fal our eror will be excusad. As | have sad
before, | have given this subject my thorough consderation
and my whole dtention and my opinion remans as

confirmed now &s it was before. | fed thereis no chance
for meto-day to escape doing a disagreegble thing—thet is
to vote agang the senior unofficd member and the
member who represents the Chamber of Commerce.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—Your Excdlency, dthough | have
pronounced in favour of the resumption and destruction of
the closed houses in Taipingshan, | do not hesitate to
support the proposa of my honourable friend opposite for
the appointment of a commission to inquire into the
condition of the condemned property. | am in favour of
degtruction rather than of repair or patching up, not because
in my opinion the latter course would not prove sufficient
for the purpose but because the former mode of dealing
with the district would, | believe, act somewhat as a
sacrificeto the godsdid in ancient times— it would serve
to restore confidencein our sanitary condition, not o much
perhapsin our own minds but in those of some of our timid
neighbours. Thisisamatter of the highest importance, for
whileour shipsare quarantined at other ports and this port
is avoided as infected, the loss caused to our trade is
immense. The expenditure involved in destroying and
rebuilding two or three hundred houses, seriousasit would
prove, would be small compared with the loss which
another six months' quarantining would entail. | amin
favour of destruction as practised in Naples, when it was
found that cholera had become endemic in that city. In
1886-1887 it was decided by the Negpolitan Authoritiesto
raze alarge section of the dumsand rebuild it. Thedigtrict
wasten timesthe Sze of the Taipingshan dosed area. They
pulled down and rebuilt al the houses, except those having
hitorical vaue, which were made sanitary and suffered to
remain. Sincethat improvement has been effected cholera
has ceased to be an annua scourgeto Ngples. Now | sseno
reason why in Taipingshan, where there are no buildings
possessing any historical interest, the new tenements
should not be allowed to take their place and remain
ganding, Sofar, | believethe weight of evidence beforethe
Government isin favour of destruction by fire, but thereis
agrong feding in the Colony that the employment of this
agent, or total destruction of the houses by any other means,
would be a mistake. Personally | am opposed to the
employment of fire asit would entail great expenseinthe
removd of the debrisand would ruin the streetsand side
channels, which are dmost new. The appointment of the
commission could do no harm and it need not even cause
delay. In the multitude of counsdllors, we aretold on the
best authority, there iswisdom; and another report on the
closed areain Taipingshan, from practical men, would be
sure to add somewhat to our knowledge of the local
conditions, No time need be lost, inas-



(68 )

much asthe Board of Arbitratorswill haveto fix the value
of the resumed property, and the Commission should be
ready with their report about the same date. Let us not act
too hurriedly. There is now no cause for panic, no excuse
for rash and ill-conddered legidation. If opinions conflict
0 sioudy that it ssems difficult to decide which courseto
take, then | would suggest thet the closed area might
remain undisturbed for a seeson, until we have more and
better evidence to guide us But whatever we do, let it not
be the result of darm or prejudice or obgtinacy, for thisisa
metter that should be camly and digpassionately ressoned
out, 0 thet no usdess wade of public money need teke
place, nor on the other hand any fodlish shrinking from a
necessty  expenditure, which would be fadly fdse
economy.

The Acting CoLoNiaL SecreTaRy—] had not intended
totake any part, Sr, inthisdiscusson, but seeing thelines
on which the arguments for and against this resolution
have run, | think it only right that | should state the
reasonswhy | intend to vote againgt the motion, asthose
reasons are not the same as have been urged by most of
the hon. members who have spoken against the
resolution. My chief reason for voting againg it isthat its
object is practically obtained by section 7 of the
Ordinance which reads;—"Until the completion

of the survey and examination or of the further enquiry; if
any, mentioned in section 6 of this Ordinance, no houses
upon the lands resumed under this Ordinance, shdl be
dtered, pulled down or destroyed. Upon the completion of
uch survey and examination or inquiry the houses and
lands resumed may be dedlt. with in such manner as the
Governor may direct.” Under those circumgtances | do not
see what useful purpose the motion could sarve seeing that
if this survey and enquiry mentioned in the section tend to
show that the totd dedtruction of the digtrict is not
necessty every one may be assured that the area would
not be destroyed. Your Excdlency referred to the fact thet |
have on many occasons advised you to adopt the
recommendations of the Permanent Committee. That is o,
but there have been occasons when | have advised thet
their recommendations should not be followed. On this
question of destruction, however, | have never advised
your Excdlency either one way or the other. | do not say
thet it isthe best thing, but a the sametime | do not say that
it isnot the best thing. | consider this question isone which
should be dlowed to remain open, and this as | have
pointed out, is secured by the Ordinance.

The vote on the motion was then taken.

For. AGAINST.
Hon. C. P. Chater HisExcdlency
Hon. E. R. Bdlilios TheActing Attorney-Generd
Hon. J. J. Keswick The Colonid Treasurer
Hon. A. McConechie TheAct. Colonid Secretary
TheHarbour Master Hon. E. Bowdler
Hon. HoKa

The motion was then declared logt.

ADJOURNMENT.

His ExceLLency—The Council gands adjourned until
thisday threeweeks.




