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6m DECEMBER, 18%4.

PrEseNT—

His Excdlency the Governor, Sir WiLLIAM ROBINSON,
K.CMG.

Hon. J H. Srewart LockHart, Acting Colonid
Soreay.

Hon. W. M. Goopbman. Attorney-Generd.

Hon. N. G. MitcHeLL-INNES, Colonid Tressure.

Hon. FA. Coorer, Director of Public Works.

Hon. R. M. Rumsey, Harbour Madter.

Hon. C. P, CHaTER.

Hon. Ho KAl.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Hon. E. R. BewiLios, CM.G.

Hon. A. McCoNACHIE.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLE, Acting Clerk of Councils

MINUTES.

The minutes of the last megting were read and, having
been corrected by the addition of the Colonid Treesurer to
the Public Works Committee, were confirmed.

ANANCE

The Acting CoLoniaL SecreTary laid on the teble the
report of the proceedings of the Finance Committee & a
mexting held on the 28th November and moved that it be

adopted.
The CoLoniAL TREASURER Seconded.

Caried.

PUBLIC WORKS

The Director oF PusLic Works lad on the table the
reports of the proceedings of the Public Works Committee
a medings hed on the 25th February and the 28th
November and moved that they be adopted.

THe CoLoNiAL TREASURER Seconded.

Carried.

LORD RIPON ON THE PLAGUE.

His ExceLLency— lay on the table adespatch which |
received on the 3rd December from the Secretary of State
with referenceto theextinction of the plague. | will reed it out

in order that the public may be aware of its contents a once:

Downing Stret,
23rd October, 18%4.

Sr— have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your Despatch No. 203 of the 4th September giving the
welcome intdligence that the outbregk of plague hes a
length cometo anend.

2—ltisagrest satisfaction to meto learn that thisis the
case and that the Chinese have returned and are returning
to the Colony.

3—The Government, their officers, and their advisers
have been caled upon to face agreat crisgs and | am very
sengble of the untiring energy and devotion shown by the
Medicd Staff and by the Permanent Committee of the
Sanitary Board under the Chairmanship of Mr. Francis

4. —1 <hdl hope to recaeive an accout of the
proceedings a the public meeting a& which it is or wes
intended to show appreciaion of the voluntary asistance
which was given to the Government during the prevaence
of the plague, and | take this opportunity of acknowledging
the receipt of a report on the disease by Drs. Ayres and
Lowson which was enclosed in your Despatch No. 196 of
the 29th August— havethe honour to be, &c.,

RiponN.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary—Thefirst motion |
have to bring forward to-day hasreference to the by-laws
made by the Sanitary Board for the licensing of common
lodging houses. | may remind hon. membersthat these
by-laws came before this Council in May, 1891.
Amongst them wasone, No. 17, fixing asthe date for the
coming into force of the by-lawsthe 1st August, 1891.
On the 30th November, 1892, the Colonia Secretary
informed the Council that the Sanitary Board had been
unableto make the necessary arrangements for enforcing
them and had passed a by-law in sub-
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ditution for No. 17 postponing to a date to be theredfter
fixed the coming into force of the by-laws. The Council
gpproved thet. A resolution hes now been passed by the
Board fixing the 1¢ January, 1895, as the dae for the
coming into force of the by-laws | have the honour to
move that thisresolution be gpproved by this Council.

The ATTorNEY-GENERAL Seconded.

Caried.
SANITATION.

On the motion of the Acting CoLONIAL SECRETARY,
seconded by the ATTorNEY-GENERAL, additiond by-laws
mede by the Sanitary Board with reference to catan
sanitary matterswere gpproved.

WATER METERS

Hon. E. R Beuios—I beg to ask the following
question: —"Have the Government, in view of the
statements and recommendations contained in the recently
recaived letter from Mr. Osbert Chadwick on the water
upply of this colony, decided to condder the expedience
of putting metersin dl the housesto which it islaid on, for
the purpose of preventing waste?' Your Excellency, with
your permission, | will make afew remarks. | need nat, |
think, refer to what Mr. Chadwick dwelt upon in reference
to the dangers of an intermittent water supply as his |etter
has been published.

TheActine CoLoNiAL Secretary— don't think the hon.
member isin order in making aspeech on aquestion.

Hon. E. R. BeLiwios—Consequently | have to ask your
Excdlency's permisson. | just wish to record my views
Probebly | might have brought the matter forward in the
form of a resolution, but | do not wish to hamper the
Government in anything they may do.

His ExceLLency—t is an interesting subject. We may
hear you, | think.

Hon. E. R. BeuLios—Every ore is agreed as to the
necessity of having an ample supply of waer both on
grounds of persond comfort and sanitary reasons. The
question remains, however, whether, if waste could be put
a sop to, the exising water supply with the extenson
sanctioned & the last medting of Council would not be
found amply sufficient. | believe it would. Why, therefore,
should not the Government place meters in every house?
No doubt, thefirst objection raised would be theinitid cost,
but thet could be met by doing as the gas companies do:
charge rent for the meter. It would not prove an gppreciable
tax on the consumer and it would enable the Government
to soon cover the cogt of the meters and economise the
water supply—an end we should dl be glad to s
compassed. There would be some persons, probably, who
would object to pay rent for the water meter. Ther case
could be readily met. No one is compdled to have the gas
laid into his house; there must be no compulsion to receive
the water. Those who did not care to pay rent for a meter
could, as they did in former times, get their water supply
from the nearest dreet hydrant. This would involve no
hardship to any person, but it would effectudly check

wadte. There would, too, be no classlegidation involved; it
would be amply a metter of choice. We are not fortunate
enough to have a river running aongsde our city which
could give us an unlimited supply of weter. All we can
dore is dl we can cach from the rains during the wet
season; therefore if wagte is dlowed to go on asit hasbeen
in the pad,, dl the valeys in the idand may be converted
into resarvoirs and filled with water, yet the supply stored
in them will not suffice to avert another such cdamity
arisng from drought as thet which visited usin the course
of the current year.

The Acring CoLoniAL SecreTary—Sir, the answver to
the hon. member'squestionis—Yes
THE APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE. 1895,

The Acting CoLoniaL Secretary—] have the honour to
move the firg reading of a Bill entitled an Ordinance to
aoply a sum not exceeding $2420,501 to the Public
Sarvice of the year 1895, and | lay on the table the usud
papersin connection with this Ordinance.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER seconded.

Bill reed afirg time.
CATTLE D SEASES ORDINANCE.

On the mation of the ATTorneY-GeneraL, seconded by
the Acting CoLoniAL Secretarv a Bill entitled an
Ordinance to amend the Caitle Diseeses, Saughter-houses,
and Markets Ordinances, 1887, wasread afirg time.

THE STAMP ORDINANCE.

On the mation of the ATTornEY-GENERAL, Seconded by
the CoLoniaL TReasURER, a Bill entitled an Ordinance to
amend the Stamp Ordinance, 1886, wasread afirg time.

THE POST OFHCE ORDINANCE

On the motion of the ATtorney-GeneraL Seconded by
the Acting CoroniaL Secremary, a Bill entitted an
Ordinance to amend the Pogt Office Ordinance, 1887, was
read afirg time.

SARIT LICENCES

On the mation of the ATTorneY-GeneraL, Seconded by
the CoLoniaL TReasURER, a Bill entitled an Ordinance to
amend the Spirit Licences Ordinance, 1886, was reed a
fird time

COPYRIGHT IN TELEGRAMS BILL.

Hon. A. McConacHie— have the honour, Sr, to move
thefirgt reading of aBill entitled an Ordinanceto secure, in
catan cases, the rights of propety in tdegraphic
messges.

Hon. J. J. Keswick seconded.

Bill read afirg time.

The AtTorney-GeneraL said he would be very glad if
the hon. member who had moved the Bill just reed afirgt
time would put himsdf into communication with him; he
would be very glad to look through the Bill with him.

ADJOURNMENT.

His ExceLLency adjourned the Council until Wednesday
nexta 3p.m.



