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20m MARCH, 1895.

PrEseNT—

His Excdlency the Governor, Sr WiLLiav RoBINSON,
K.CM.G.

Hon. J H. Srewart LockHarrt, Acting Colonid
Scretary.

Hon. A. G. LeacH, Acting Attorney-Generd.

Hon. A. M. THompson, Acting Colonid Treesurer.

Hon. F A. Coorer, Director of Public Works.

Hon. R. M. Rumsey, Harbour Mader.

Hon. C. P CHater.

Hon. Ho KA.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. A. McCoNACHIE.

Mr. A. Sath, Clerk of Coundils.

MINUTES

Theminutes of thelast meeting were read and passd.

THERANANCIAL STATEMENT: EXPLANATION
BY THEGOVERNOR

His ExceLency—Before we proceed with the orders of
the day | wish to make afew remarksin referenceto some
of the paperslaid upon the table at thelast meeting. From
the statement of revenue and expenditureit will be seen
that the balance in hand was $451,000, and several
comments have been made in referenceto thesefiguresin
connection with the statement | made on 29th November
that the balance in hand was $600,000. It has been inferred
that the Government wished to put agood face on the
revenue in reference to the exchange compensation. My
atement has a0 been cdled "arhetorica flourish.” | wish
to observe that | made that statement in thoroughly good
faith, and | am suredl members of the Council will believe
with me when | say so. (Applause.) The statement was
repested by the Acting Colonid Secretary, and injugticeto
ourselves | ought to say that we were

distinctly informed thet the balance in hand was $620,862.
| am very sorry the migtake occurred. | have no desire to
throw blame upon an absent officer, and | am very glad to
say that the revenue of the current yeear islikely to beon a
more satifactory scde than even that of last year.

(Applause)

THESANITARY BOARD BY-LAWS

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary—] have the honour to
move the gpprova of certain by-laws made by the Sanitary
Board under Section 13 of Ordinance 15 of 1894. It will be
remembered thet & the lagt meeting of the Coundil, & the
request of the unofficid member oppodte (Hon. J. J.
Keswick), the condderation of the question of gpprovd of
the by-laws was pogponed. Since that medting certain
amendments have been suggeted by the unofficid
memberswith regard to by-lawsNos. 3, 4, 5, 18, 19, 20, 22,
27, 33. The amendments suggested by the unofficid
members were refared to the Sanitary Board for its
congderation, and a letter has been received to-day from
the Sanitary Board tranamitting the by-laws, which were
conddered, amended, and mede by the Board at a meeting
held yesterday afternoon. | think the Sanitary Board isto be
congratulated upon the prompt atterntion which it has given
to this matter. | may say tha the Sanitay Board has
precticaly passed dl the amendments suggested by the
unofficia members with the exception of by-law 31—thet
isby-law 33 of the origind by-laws, and 31 in the by-laws
as lest sent up by the Sanitary Board. Although they have
not acoepted it in its entirety, as the anendment proposed
by the unofficia members amounted to its ddetion, they
have modified the by-law in question and confined it to a
date of things when an epidemic of bubonic plague, amall-
pox, cholera, or such like disease exigsinthe colony. | trust
that the by-laws will be gpproved without dday by this
Coundil.
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The Acting AtTornEY-GeneraL—In seconding the
resolution | may say that the Sanitary Board has worked
with extreme expedition because not only have its
members had to congder the amendments proposed by the
unofficid members but they had to make other
amendments aso in regard to the by-laws which were only
submitted for their congderation at the last moment. The
hon. member then referred to a misprint in by-law 18,
which was corrected without reference to the Sanitary
Board.

Hon. C. P CHater— beg to say that the dtered by laws
were recaived by me only during luncheon to-day, and on
caefully going through them | obsarved the dause to
which the hon. the Acting Colonid Secretary has gpoken,
namdy, dause 31. There is very little difference between
what the Sanitary Board wants and what we, the unofficid
members, would like to have; therefore | would ask your
Excdlency, asit isurgent that the by-laws should be passed,
thet they be passed with the exception of by-law 31, which
might be referred to the Board for further congderation.

His ExceLLency—The question is thet clause 31 be
referred back to the Sanitary Board, and | ask the Council
to gpprove of theothers.

The HareoUR Master.—The second sub-section of
section 2 gates that "the materid to be used for covering
thefloorsand yards.... Situated on any upper floor." | do not
know whether that is a misake. Can you have ayard on
the upper floor?

Hon. Ho Ka—Certainly.

His ExcaLLency—It is understood that the by-laws,
exduding 31, are gpproved.

By-laws gpproved.

THEISSUE OF BANK NOTESIN THE COLONY

The Acting ATTorNEY-GeENERAL— have the honour to
bring before your attention to-day a subject whichisnot on
the orders of the day, and that subject is a Bill to regulate
the issue of bank notes in the colony. No natice having
been given of the introduction of the Bill it will be
necessary in order that it may be introduced to-day, that |
should move the suspendon of the ganding orders The
Bill has been st out and drafted by the Secretary of State
with orders to pass it without dday, and it is necessary to
put it though dl its Sagesto-day in order that there may be
no time to evade or atempt to evade its provisons. It is
therefore necessary for me to move the suspension of the
standing orders.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary—] beg to second the
motion.

Caried nem con.

The AcTing ATTorRNEY-GENERAL—I have to move the
firgt reading of an Ordinance to regulate the issue of bank
notes in the colony. The object of the Ordinance is to
prevent any bank from making, issuing, or drculaing any

bank notes without the sanction of one of Her Mgesty's
principa Secretariesof State. It doesnot atempt to regulate,
and it exempts from its chief provisons, the rights by
Banks posessed under Royd Chater or Colonid
Ordinance. The Ordinance, as | have remarked before, is
introduced by express directions of the Secretary of State
for the Colonies. The regulation of the issue of pgper
money by bankers is an undoubted prerogative of the
Crown, and in England it isregulated, | think, by the Bank
Charter Act of 1844. But dthough the Royal Indructionsto
this colony and the Colonia Regulaions point very dearly
to the prohibition of the issue of bank notes without the
previous sanction of the Secretary of State or without a
Charter or Ordinance having been obtained, hitherto there
has been no gatute law or enactment prohibiting the issue
of bank notesiin this colony. Thet fact was brought to the
atention of the Secretary of State, and he has accordingly
directed thet this Ordinance be passed. The Ordinance
briefly provides that a some date to be fixed—that isfrom
the passing of this Ordinance or from such day as may be
put in the Ordinance—no bank is to meke, issue or
circulate bank notes payable to bearer on demand without
the sanction of one of Her Mgesty's principd Secretaries
of State. The Ordinance does not affect bank notes which
are in drculaion on tha day. Thet will be filled in in
Committee as this day, 20th March, There is d0 a
provision in the Ordinance enabling the Colonid Tressurer
to reguire banks to furnish him with a gatement of the
number of bank notesinissue or circulation on 20th March
this year in order that notes issued aftewards may be
identified from notes issued prior to the pasing of this
Ordinance. | do not think it will be necessary for me @ther
on the second or third reading to make any further remarks.
The object is avery Smple on; it isto give effect to what
had dways been theintention of the Colonid Office | have
to movethefirdg reeding.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary— beg to second that.
Bill reed thefirgt and second time and committed.

Hon. Ho Ka—Do the words "Bank Notes' indude
notesissued by Chinese bankers?

The Acting ATTORNEY-GeENeraL—AS | understand,
notesissued by the Chinese banks are not bank notes & dl;
if anything they are bank pogt bills. Bank notes are notes
issued by the ordinary incorporated banks None of the
Chinese banks areincorporated.

Hon. Ho Ka—No; that isso.

The Acting ATToRNEY-GENERAL—They do hot issue
bank notesin the ordinary acceptation of the term.

Hon. Ho Kar— only wanted to be quite dear upon the
poirt.

Bill passed through Committee without discussion.

Council resumed.

Bill read athird time and passed.
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THEPOSSESSON OFHREARMS

The Acting ATTorNEY-GENERAL — [N moving the
second reeding of the Bill entitted "An Ordinance to
amend and consolidate the law relding to the carriage and
posesson of deadly wegpons” | would like to cdl
atention very briefly to what has given riseto the proposed
Consolidation Ordinance. Most of the Ordinanceis entirdly
old matter, but there are only certain portions of it which
arenew matter. Early last March aserious disturbance took
placeinthe City of Victoria. Therewere danfights, | think
| am correct in saying, of men from the Tung Kun and Sz
Yep didricts, and during the period of digurbance it was
necessry to bring into force by prodamation of the
Governor certain provisons of the Peace Presarvaion
Ordinance. Arms revolvers, fighting irons, were found in
the possession of Chinese by the police, and persons were
assaulted with swords, some werekilled or injured by shots
in the stregts, and people were shat a from the roofs of
houses. Owing to the vigilance of the police and the active
meeaures taken by them and dso in some degree to the
sutary gpplication of the Banishment Ordinance,
everything was in time quieted down. Shortly after this
disturbance took place the Cgptain Superintendent of
Police presented a report detaling very ably dl the
circumgtances of the affair. Theresult wasthat a the end of
May lagt year a srong Committee was gppointed to
enquire into the means of preventing a repetition of such
rioting. The Committee comprised the Regigrar-Generd,
the Captain Superintendent of Police, and others, who
certainly rendered very good sarvices to the Committee
Thereport of the Committee was presented in October last
year, and | will very briefly refer to that portion of the
report which dedls with the proposed amendments in this
Ordinance, and it isasfollows—

"We ae of opinion tha the Arms Consolidation
Ordinance 1891 should be amended in the following

respects

"(1.)—Section 5. In ddition to the ‘carrying' of aamsthe
posesson of ams gengdly (and othewise then is
provided againg in the exigting law) without due authority
should be prohibited." The Arms Consolidation Ordinance
dedt with the carriage only of ams except in catain
ingances. Thereport goeson—

"(2)—"bue authority’ should be a licence to possess
ams grantable in the same manner as a licence to ‘carry’
ams under Setion 3 of the Arms Consolidation
Ordinance as amended by Section 3 of Ordinance 4 of
1892. Al licences granted as above should be issued for a
limited period only, otherwise the restrictions on the sale of
ams which we are recommending in the sub-sequent
paragraph under this heading might be evaded.

"(3)—All owners of trading junks or fishing junks
excepted in Section 5 of the present Ordinance should be
required to hold a licence (Smilarly available for a given
period) signed by the Harbour Madter.

"(4.)—All licencesto ‘carry’ or 'possess arms should be
meade out in the name of the grantee and should not be
trandferable, and should bear the number of the day of issue
and expiry.

"(5).—Tthedeof ams—thisisavery important metter
—hy deders should be prohibited unless the intending
purcheser is provided with, and presents at the time of
purchase, alicenceto carry or possessarms.

"(6).—A register should bekept by dl dedersinarmsin
which should be entered the name, occupation, and address
of the purchaser, the amount and date of the purchase and
the number and date of the licence presented in each case.

"(7)—As an dterndive to the powers granted under
Section 19 of the present Ordinance the Governor in
Council should be further empowered during the
continuance of any procdlamation issued under the Peece
Preservation Ordinance to order the doang of al ams
shops, and the sugpension of the sde of arms during that
period. The pendty for the breach of the law inthis regpect
should be the same as that provided by section 20 of the
present Ordinance”

These recommendations, | think, have been given full
effect to in the Bill now beforethe Coundil. | do not think |
need detain the Council in going into details, because
members will have an opportunity of making any
suggestionswhen the Coundil isin Committee. In regard to
section 5, it seemsto methat it requires congderation. That
section provides that "no person who has not alicence
from the Governor for the purpose shdl carry any amsor
have any armsin his possession in this colony." Then
follow certain exemptions. Now, g, | think thereareoneor
two mattersin connection with that section which require
very considerable care. In the first place thereis no
exemption in respect to seamersin the harbour, and nearly
all of them have a certain quantity of arms on board for
their own protection. Inthe second place there are Seamers
carrying arms as bona fide cargo in transit through the
harbour. The wording of the old Ordinance also seems
defective in regard to trading and fishing junks. The
Harbour Magter informs me that there are four classes of
junks; there are licensed trading junks, licensed fishing
junks, unlicensed junks, and unlicensed fishing boats.
Thereisonly one classwhich isrequired to give security
and that isthelicensed fishing junks. At the last moment
there hasbeen afurther objection to thisBill. Itissaid that it
dedl s harshly with Chinese dealersin arms. Mr. Dennys,
who represents them, indicated thisfact to me about half-
an-hour ago, and | believe he dso indicated it to my hon.
friend on my left (Hon. J. J. Keswick). In view of these
objections to the Bill
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| do not propoe to ak the Council to go into
Committee on this Bill to-day. | beg to move the second
reeding of theBill.

TheActing CoLoNAL SecreTarRy—] beg to second that.
Bill reed asecond time.
THE REFEALSORDINANCE

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GENERAL—I beg to move the
second reading of aBill entitled "An Ordinance to
declare the effect of Ordinances repealing others" Asl
mentioned on the l|aat

occasion this is a technicd subjet, and its object is to
provide that dass of legidation which has long been the
law in England, and which, | believe, has been adopted by
the Straits Settlements and other colonies.

The Acting CoLoNiAL SecrReTARY Seconded the motion.

Bill read asecond time, committed, and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

His ExceLLency— propose that the Coundil do adjourn
until Thursday week at 3.30.




