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4 APRIL, 1895.

PrEseNT—

His Excdlency the Governor, Sr WiLLiav RoBINSON,
K.CM.G.

Hon. J. H. StewarT LockHarT, Colonid Secretary.

Hon. A. J. LeacH, Acting Attorney-Generd.

Hon. FE. A. Coorer, Director of Public Works.

Hon. A. M. THompson, Acting Colonid Treesurer.

Hon. R. M. Rumsey, Harbour Mader.

Hon. C. P, CHater.

Hon. Ho KA.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. A. McCoNACHIE.

Mr. A. Seth Clerk of Coundils

HANANCIAL BUSINESS

The CoLoniaL SecreTary laid upon the table the report
of the proceading of the Finance Committee held on 28th
March; and Financid minute No. 10 was referred to the
Finence Committee,

THESANITARY BY-LAWS

The CoLoniAL SecreTaARy—I have to move that an
additiona by-law made under Section 13 of Ordinance 15
of 1894 be gpproved by this Council. The Council will
remember a the last megting but one a number of by-lawvs
made under this section were gpproved by this Council.
Among those by-laws there was one which did not then
meet with the gpprova of the Coundil and it was decided
thet it should be referred back to the Sanitary Board has
recondderation. The Sanitary Board has reconsidered the
by-law and it is now trangmitted for the gpprova of this
Coundl in a form which, | trug, will mest with the
goprovd of al membersof the Coundil.

TheActing ATToRNEY -GENERAL—] beg to second that.

Hon. C. P. Crarer— am wdll stified with the by-law
asit now sands.

Carried.

AN ORDINANCE REPEALED.

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GENERAL— beg to move the
first reading of a Bill entitled an Ordinance to repeal
Ordinance No. 1 of 1864 entitled "An Ordinance to
provide for conversion

of British Currency in dl payments by or to the
Government." The object of the Bill isto remove from the
Satute book this Ordinance which relates to the converson
of British currency, and which has practicaly become a
deed letter by resson of the prodamaion which was
published in the Gazdte on Saurday lest. The
proclamation, in terms, repeds this Ordinance, but it is
conddered better that the legidature which passed that
Ordinance should a0 reped it. | beg to move the first
reading.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— beg to second.

Bill reed afirg time.

A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE

The Actine ATTorRNEY-GENERAL—I have to movethe
second reading of the Immigration Ordinance. | stated on
the last occasion that certain amendments had been
proposed by the Sanitary Board, and that they had not then
received the consderation they deserved, and | thought it
would be desirable that they should be more fully
considered before the Bill was read a second time. The
amendments proposed have been generally accepted by
the Government, and they are incorporated in the draft Bill
before the Council to-day. The object of the Bill is, as|
have gtated. to enable the Governor in Council to prohibit
theimmigration of Chinese from any infected placewhere
the bubonic plague prevails or exigts. The Sanitary Board
has recommended the extension of this to cholera,
smallpox, and such other serious diseases which may be
notified in the Gazette, and probably that extension, if the
Bill is passed, will meet with the general approval of the
Council. There are other small details and amendments
they propose, but thereisone more subgtantial amendment.
They propose that the Governor should not only havethe
power to prohibit theimportation of Chinese by sea, but by
land ds0. That also has a0 been adopted inthe Bill. The
prevention of plagueisall important, not only to the
welfare of the colony, but to the trade of the port. If the
generd impression betrue that the plague came here, or
wasimported herelagt year, and did not, asit were, growin
the place, some power ought to be conferred upon
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the Governor to regtrict theimmigration, by land or by ses,
of thase who are likdly to import it, or whose luggage and
cdothing might be brought here with germs of the diseasein
it. It may possbly temporarily prove hard or injurious to
shipownersand tradersin the colony; but you will seefrom
the Bill that thisisonly atemporary messure; it isnot to be
apermanent measure Theregtriction isto last for such time
as may be fixed by the Governor in Council. Quarantine,
we are told by medicd officers, to be redly effectud, must
be complete, that quaratine under locd circumstances,
and with the many possiilities of evading it, cannot be
effectud asit is carried out in this colony. Therefore it is
necessary for the Governor to come to Coundl for larger
power of redriction, which isthe object of thisBill. | think
hon. members will agree with this | beieve the senior
unofficid member wishes to meke some addition or
dterdtion in a dause of the Bill, but it is not probable that
the Governor in Council would issue aproclametion of this
description unless there is very sarious reason to bdieve
that the introduction of the plague, or other disesse such as
is mentioned, is likdy. | think the Governor in Council
must be gven the cedit for teking the grestest
condderation and the degpest careif it is deemed necessary
to issue a prodametion. | believe the hon. the senior
unofficia member wishes in some way, before the
proclamation is put in force, that it should come before a
meeting of the Legidative Council. He can eedly adapt
that dause, or introduce words into the dause which will
prevent the proclamation coming into effect hedtily. There
mug, however, dways be some dday if the Legidative
Council have to be cdled together. | have no doubt thet it
will receive every consderation when the Bill comes
before Committee. With these remarks | beg to move the
second reeding of the Bill.

The CoLoniAL SecrReTARY Seconded.

Bill reed a second time, and Council went into
Committee. Onthereading thefirst clause,

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios said—Thisis amatter which affects
especidly the shipping interests, and it will bewise, | think,
to insat dfter the word Governor, "in the Legiddive
Coundll;" s thet the line will reed "Governor in the
Legidative Coundil." | am aure dl unofficid members
have been a the beck and cdl of your Excdlency, and if
we were asked to assamble, even if the notice was only an
hour's notice, we were never rductant to come here; and |
think it will be wise if we are dlowed an opportunity to
express an opinion in the event of the necessity to prohibit
or regulaeimmigration.

Hon. C. P Ciater—The Acting Attorney-Generd
informed us a little while ago that the unofficid members
were anxious to introduce a few words into the dause
which has just been reed. The unofficid membersmet &t a
medting cdled this forenoon a the request of my hon.
friend oppogte, and conssquently it is he who moves the
arvendment. The object, dr, in trying to have this
proclamation issued by the advice of the Legidative

Council, and not the Governor in Coundil, isto srengthen
your Excdlency's hands The dause reads as follows—
"Whenever the Governor in Council shdl be satisfied thet
the bubonic plague, cholera smdl-pox,” &c. The
Governor in Council isthe Governor in Executive Council,
whereas the amendment proposed by my hon. friend
oppogte is that the words shdl be dtered to "Governor in
Legidative Council,” which indudes dl your own officids
and the representatives of the public in the persons of the
unofficid members. Therefore, | think, as far as your
Excdlency is concerned, it would drengthen your
Excdlency's hand to have the prodlamation issued by the
Legidative Council. | have very grest pleasure in
seconding the amendment. Probably the wording of it
might not be quite as proposed by the hon. member, but the
Attorney-Generd may put it in proper form. | sugges, "by
the advice or recommendation of the Legidative Council.”

The Acting ATTorRNeY-GeNeraL —The meaning  of
Governor in Council isthe Governor in Executive Council.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary—With regard to the proposed
amendment, it gppears to me to be undesirable. It has been
stated dearly that the Governor in Council would issue no
prodamation unless sidfied that these diseases ae in
exisgence, and that the prodlametion is necessary. The hon.
the unofficid member sad that the dbject of the
amendment was to srengthen the Governor's hand. | redly
fal to see how cdling together an assembly of the
Legidative Council in a matter of this kind would in any
way drengthen the Governor's hands. The object of the
proclamation isto prevent Chinese coming into this colony
from an infected port. Before any proclamation of the kind
isissued the Governor would ascertain dl thefacts | do not
see how the Governor's hands would be srengthened by
cdling a meeting of the unofficid members, who have a
vay lage knowledge of maters connected with this
colony, but of such matters as diseasesthey have absolutey
none.

Hon. Ho Kai—I am in favour of the amendment,
because| think it isas easy for the Government to summon
ameeting of the Legislative Council asto summon a
meeting of the Executive Council. Thereis no doubt that
the public, or a certain number of them, would have more
confidenceif the Government would summon them or
their representatives, together with the Executive Council,
before such aproclamation isissued, and for thisreason |
should have supposed that the Government would not
oppose the amendment of the unofficia members Thereis
no reason why the wishes of the un-
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officid members should not be complied with; &t leest |
can see none and we have heard of none. The Legidative
Council can be summoned and assembled & an hour's
notice, quite as eadly as the Executive Councl, and
whether your Excdlency’s hands are drengthened or not
by summoning the Legidative Council indead of the
Executive Coundl is a mater of opinion, but | am quite
sure the public would regard it as in some meesure the
proper courseto be taken. In that way we could seethat the
Government took proper care, and thet there was necessity
for the prodamation before issing it. | hope tha the
Government will, in thisingtance, see thet thewishes of the
unofficia members are complied with.

The Acting ATTORNEY-GENeraL —May | meke a
uggedion? Ingtead of cdling this asit evidently would be
cdled, amesting of the Legidative Council formed in this
Chamber, would it megt the wishes of the unofficid
members if they were cdled in consultation with the
Governor in Executive Coundl? It is not usud for a
proclamation to be issued by the Legidative Council, &
leegt | can think of no ingtance where a prodamation has
been issued by the Governor in Legidative Council. The
Legidative Council legidates Without proper reason for it
| am doubtful if it would be a proper courseto dlow or to
give power to the Governor in Legidative Council to issue
aprodamation.

Hon. C. P Crater— think that would suit usadmirably,
and | was going to suggedt it, but | thought it was not
possible Our gregt object was that your Excdlency should
have the opinions not only of the officid but dso of the
unofficia members beforeissuing the prodamation.

His Exca.Lency—t will dways give me agreet ded of
pleaaure to dlow one or two members of the Legidative
Council to assist me before issuing a prodamation of this
nature,

The dause was then passed after a dight dteration had
been made.

The Bill was passad through committeg, read a third
time, and passed.

THEARMSBILL.

The Coundil then went into Committee on the Arms
Bill.

The Acting ATToRNEY-GeneraL said that the hon.
member opposte (Hon. C. P Chater) had kindly given
noti ce thet certain persons exempted from serving asjurors
would, as the Bill was framed, come under its provisons
ingtead of being exempted as previoudy. He hed therefore
introduced dterations to exempt "such persons as ae
exempted by law from serving on the jury on accourt of
their avocation or professon.”

Hon. C. P. CHater seconded and the dteration was
agreed to.

The Harsour Master pointed out thet Volunteers were
not mentioned in the Bill. Were Volunteers conddered in

military service when they were not actudly a drill or
cdled out? They had amsin their possession.

The Acring ATTORNEY-GENEraL —| do not  know
whether under the Army Acts they do come within the
definition of military in the Acts | believe they do in
England, but | do not know whether they do here.

Clause 5, on which the question arose, was accordingly
amended by the addition of the words "navd, or military,
or volunteer, or civil srvice”

Hon. A. McConacHie proposed thet the words "in
course of transhipment" be added, thus rendering it
unnecessary for shipping firms and merchantsto take out a
licence for ams which were being transhipped. It would be
agreat inconvenience and delay to shippers and merchants
if they hed to take out alicence every time they transhipped
cargo. He thought the words proposad could very well be
ingarted.

The Acting ATTorNEY-GENERAL Said he had only one
objection to the words being added and thet was thet arms
must be under the cognisance of the police, who, if licences
were not taken out, would not know wherethe arms were.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary— think it is mogt important
that the police should know when arms are arriving in this
colony. These ams can be landed and kept, but it isfor an
indefinite period. | think it is very important that the police
should know wherethearms are.

Hon. A. McConacHE—If busnessisto be trammeled
with so many conditions it will be impossible to carry on
businessinthecolony a al.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— do not quite understand
about trammdling commerce. There is no dedre to
tramme commerce. The object of the Bill isto protect the
interest and the good order of this colony. You cannot say it
istrammelling commerce to let the police know where the
amsare Stuated. | undersand that my hon. friend opposite
would have no objection whatever to have an arrangement
whereby the police should be informed. "Trammélling
commerce' isasomewha exaggerated term.

Hon. J. J. Keswick quite recognised the importance of
the police knowing where the ams were transhipped; the
authorities should be aware of the fact. (Hear hear). He
quite saw;, on the other hand, that if aams arrived here and
were |landed at the wharves on the other Sde and remained
two or three days or two or three weeksthat it would cause
agrest ded of unnecessary troubleto take out alicence

The CoLoniAL SecreTary did not suggest that it wes
absolutdy necessary to get a licence, but there should be
come dause inserted S0 that the police should be notified
wherethearmswere.

Hon. A. McConacHie replied thet he should be quite
willing that merchants should be required to natify the
police, but not thet they should be put to the necessity of
taking out alicence.
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The CoLoniaL Secrerarv—Government will acoegpt that
arangemert.
Thedausethere upon stood over.

The Acting ATTorNEY-GENERAL Said there were other
objections to the Bill, as the retail Chinese dedlers thought
it was very hard for them in many instances if they had to
take out alicence Many of their purchaserswere out of the
colony, and it was therefore proposed that if the purchaser
was not a resident, an export permit be obtained from the
Captain Superintendent of Police in order that the police
might know whether the arms were going from the colony.
Severd gentlemen, who were introduced by Hon. J. J
Keswick, interviewed him yesterday, and objected to this
proposd, asit would cause greet trouble and inconvenience
to have to go to the police, and they suggested thet they
should subdtitute for the police the Superintendent of
Imports and Exports—the Harbour Madter. It was dso
suggested that the Harbour Master should send aduplicate
of the permit to the police. An amendment was then drawn
in these terms. They did not ask to be exempted in the case
of any smdl ams sold for a sum under $5. Of course this
would throw extrawork upon the Harbour Magter.

Hon. R. M. Rumser said he did not mind that. But he
thought the police should be acquainted a& once when
permits were granted, as if he granted a permit and then
et a duplicate to the police, no one would know where
the arms were by the time the police got the duplicate, as
the man would have gone away and there was no
guarantee that the arms had been exported at dl.

It was thereupon decided to let the dause gand over.
Clause 15 ds0 stood over, as pat of it was affected by
dauseb.

Coundil resumed.

THEWATER ORDINANCE

The Acting AtTorNEY-GENeraL moved the second
reading of the Water Ordinance, and explained one or two
dausss.

The Director oF PueLic Works—I have the honour to
second the second reeding of the Bill. The main object in
making these additiond lawsisto enablethose premisesin
which the prescribed domedtic limit was exceeded, and
which were ligble under the old Ordinance to have their
supply cut off, to have the supply continued with a meter
atached. It has been necessary during the past two yearsto
disconnect a very large number of houses and every one
will agree that the cutting off entirdy of water on premises
is not to be advocated on sanitary grounds. At the same
time every precaution has been taken before cutting off that
aupply to fix dreet hydrants in dose proximity to the
premises Thus obgades were not put in the way of
sanitary maintenance, which we dl are S0 very anxious to
meet, especidly in the Chinee quarter. The Act ds0
provides for meters for houses outsde the city of Victorig,
and houses at Kowloon, and in the outlying digtricts, where
mog of the premises are more or less isolated, and not
tenement dwellings

Bill reed a second time, and Council went into
Committee.

Hon. C. P Crarer thought it would be rather hard upon
the landlord or houssowner being responible for the
consumption of water by histenarnt.

The Acming ATToRNEY-GENERAL Said there wias nothing
new in that. The owner was inserted in the Ordinance of
1890.

Hon. C. P Chater sad tha owners were auffering
enough dreedy, without having an additiond burden
thrown upon them.

The dause was passed asit good.

Hon. E. R Beuuos moved that the effect of the
Ordinance should be suspended during July, August, and
September. 1t would be a greet hardship to have to pay for
waer during the rany season when the water was
overflowing thereservoirs

The Director oF PusLic Works pointed out thet the
colony had been put to consderable expense by its water
supply, and during a quarter of the year the Government
would be deriving absolutdly no bendfit from the
maintenance of theworks

The suggedtion fell through and the Bill wasreed athird
time and passed.

THEBUILDING ORDINANCE

The Actine AtTorney-GeneraL moved the second
reading of the Building Ordinance Amendment Bill, and
explained that two sections of the ald Ordinance which
overlgpped were thrown together, and any contravention of
the Ordinance would render the offender ligble to afine not
exceeding $100.

The Director oF PusLIc Works seconded and said that
the amendment in the form of notice to be given under
section 70 of the existing Ordinance had become necessary
owing to the fact that the person giving such notice was not
necessarily liable for any contravention of that Ordinance
that might occur in the construction of such building or
work to which the notice referred, and on the occurrence of
each contravention the Director of Public Works had under
section 78 to enquire who was the owner of such building
or work before he could take stepsto abate the nuisance. It
was evident that supplying the Director of Public Works
with the name of the person responsible for the carrying
out of the provisions of the Ordinance at the outset, when
the noti ce was given, was not only amétter of convenience
to the person respongible for seeing that the provisions of
the Ordinance were duly complied with, but might save
much trouble and expense to the owner. Until recently the
Ordinance had worked fairly well, but towardsthe latter
part of last year an objection was taken by afirm of
architects to enquiries being made as to the owner of
certain works at the time the
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notice was given, and under the exiging Ordinance his
Excdlency supported that objection. Such objections o
serioudy impeded the the work of the officers respongble
for seeing that the provisons of the Ordinance were duly
complied with thet on the return of the Director of Public
Works from leave he conddered it necessary to point this
out and request that steps might be taken in the direction
indicated in the present Ordinance.

Bill reed a second time and the Council went into
committee.

Hon. A. McConacHiE moved that after the words "the
Building Ordinance, 1889," thefollowing beinserted—"In
the event of the information contained in such notice being
proved to be materidly incorrect, the person signing the
same shdl be natified to that effect by the Director of
Public Works, and if, dfter dated ressonable time, the
information contained in his notice is dill found to be
incorrect he shdl belicble" &c. AstheBill sood at present,
the Director of Public Works could, without any notice
whatever. summon anyone offending againg this Bill and
he thought it was only just and reasonable that notice
should be served upon them, S0 that an opportunity would
be given of correcting errors and that they might not be
summoned before the Police Magistrate. He referred to the
by-lawsin Leeds and Birmingham, where it was provided
that notice should be firsd served and a reasonable time
dlowed for the correction of information lodged with the
authorities

The DirecTor oF PusLic Works sad the notices Mr.
McConachie referred to, which were given here just the
same as in England, in certain cases, did not apply in this
ca Here paties were required to give certain definite
information—those parties were perfectly able and in fact
were the only persons who could give the information
without a condderable amount of trouble. Should it be
given incorrectly, it gopeared to him on the face of it that it
was given purposdly incorrect. He could not conceive of
any one giving the information incorrectly in this rlation,
and he did not think it would ever be necessary to enforce
the later pat of the section; nevethe—less it was
necessay to atach a pendty to any breach of the
provisons of the Ordinance. Under the circumstances he
regretted he was unable to accept the amendment of the
hon. member.

Hon. C. P. Crater seconded the amendment. It was only
right and fair that before a person was summoned to the
Court he should beinformed by notice that theinformation
lodged wasincorrect.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios supported.

The Director oF PusLic Works sad he could not
conceive of any owner in this colony filling up the form
incorrectly. If it was a mere dericd error, of course the
atention of the party would becdled to it a once.

The Acming ATTORNEY-GENERAL pointed out that the
words "materidly incorrect” hed been inserted in the
section under discussion.

Hon. C. P CHater said this was a matter that had been
brought to the notice of the hon. member who represented
the Chamber of Commerce by the architects and engineers
who were practisng here and who would, in the mgority
of instances, be the responsible people, the owners handing
the erection of the buildings to them. He hoped the
Government would reconsider the proposd before putting
it to the members present.

The Director oF PusLic Works said that any architect
undertaking this duty had to see thet the owner of property,
who was redly the only person in a postion to do o,
supplied him with the information required, and he did not
see why any public officer should have to go down to the
Land Office and look up documents to verify the
information supplied by the duly authorised and paid
agents of the owners.

Hon. A. McConacHE said an accidenta migtake might
OCCLI.

The Director oF PusLic Works said that accidents
would not apply and he repudiated the ingnuation that the
present Director of Public Works or aryone who might fill
that postion would take advantage of a mistake to take
partiesbeforethe Police Magigrate

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios said that architects would doubtless
be competent enough to know whether they were
trenching upon the law, but there were many people in
Hongkong who superintended their own buildings without
the ad of architects and they might from inexperience
commit mistakes for which they might befound fault with.

The following divison wes teken: — For the
Amendment Messs. McConechie, Bdilios Ho Ka,
Keswick, and Chater (5), againg the Harbour Magter,
Director of Public Works, Colonid Treasurer, Acting
Attorney-Generd, Colonid Secretary and  Regigrar-
Generd, His Excdlency the Governor (6).

The amendment wastherefore los.

Coundil resumed, and the Bill was read athird time and
passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

His ExcaLLency— do not propose to proceed with the

Ordinance for the regulation of private vehiclesto-day. The
Council adjournsuntil Thursday next at 3.30.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was then held.
The Colonid Secretary presided.

The CHairvan—The only minute | have to bring before
you isoneinwhich the Governor recommends the Counil
to vote a sum of $3,000 for cartain additions to the sheep
and swine depots, recommended by the Sanitary Board.

Thevotewasagreed to.



