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17w APRIL, 1895.

PrEsENT—

His Excdlency the Governor, Sr WiLLiav RoBINSON,
K.CMG.

Hon. J. H. Srewart LockHarr, Colonid Secretary.

Hon. A. G. Wi, Acting Attorney-Generd.

Hon. A. M. THomson, Acting Colonid Treaaurer.

Hon. F. A. Coorer, Director of Public Works.

Hon. R. M. Rumsey, Harbour Madter.

Hon. C. P, CHaTER.

Hon. Ho KA.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Hon. E. R. BewiLios, CM.G.

Hon. A. McCoNACHIE.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLE, Acting Clerk of Councils

REPORTS

The CoLoniaL Secrerary laid upon the table the report
of the Superintendent of the FHre Brigade for 1894. and the
report of the Fnance Committee The reports were

adopted.

The Director oF PusLic Work moved the adoption of
the report of the Public Works Committes, a medting of
which washdd on 11th April. Thisreport was adopted.

MEDICAL OFACER OFHEALTH ORDINANCE.

The AcTing ATToRNEY-GENERAL—YOUr Excdlency, in
moving the second reading of the Bill entitted an
Ordinance to confer certain powers and authorities on the
Medicd Officer of Hedth, | redly have nothing further to
add to what | said last week, Smply because the Bill is 0
short, and spesks for itsdf. There are two smdl additions,
or dterations, which | intend to make when we get into
Committee. Oneisto add a section which is Smply about
noting the gppointment in the Government Gazdtte. With
regard to the Bill itsdf, it hes been determined that a
Medica Officer of Hedlth should be appointed, and under
Section 1 the Governor has power to gppoint him, and he
will be a member of the Sanitary Board and perform the
duties and have the privileges and rights of an ordinary
member. Sections 3 and 4 will give him power to enter
premises with or without assigants as he thinks best for
himsdf. | have dready poken about the section respecting
the notice in the Gazette, and under the circumdtances | do
not think there is anything further for me to do than to
propose the second reading of the Bill.

The CoLoniaL SecreTarv— beg to second.
Hon. Ho Ka— movethet this Bill be not reed a second

time. Thereis no doubt that it is necessary to have a
Medical Officer of Health in addition to the Medical

Officer for the port. The officer for the port hasto look after
the shipping. and histimeis fully occupied, anditis
impaossiblefor him to combine thetwo offices. It isevident
no doubt to the Government, aswell asto the public, that
the Medica Officer of Health should be appointed, but this
Bill isintroduced not to appoint aMedica Officer of
Health, but to give him certain powers which. if he
exercises them, must bring him into collision with the
Sanitary Board. The Sanitary Board is the existing
authority in the colony for sanitary matters, and the
inspection of houses and everything appertaining thereto
was placed under the Board and solely under the Board
Now this Ordinance seemsto give that power to another
man, namely, the Medical Officer of Health, and besides
thet it was dwaysthought necessary by the public, and dso
by the Sanitary Board, that the Board should have a
Medical Officer of Health attached to it, to advise the
Board, and to carry out certain duties which the Sanitary
Board must delegate to some one, and dso to take charge
of theingpecting staff and to see that they carry out their
work in a proper manner. Now if this Ordinance be not
passed, and if the Medical Officer of Health were
gppointed by your Excdllency, and gppointed asone of the
officid membersof theBoard, then | think therewould be
no doubt about the usefulness of the Medicd Officer. He
would then, being an officer of the Government. and taking
his position on the Board as an official member of the
Sanitary Board, be ableto give hisadvice and have certain
duties assigned to him by the Board assawhole, and d o, if
such power of ingpection is conferred upon him by the
President of the Sanitary Board there will benouse at dl
for this Ordinance. It isusdessto passthisOrdinanceinits
present form, because the dutiesto which it refers could be
delegated to itsMedicd Officer by the Sanitary Board. The
Board has passed resolutions for the guidance of the
Veterinary Surgeon who isattached to the Board, and dso
regulations referring to the duties of the various officers
who assist the Board in carrying out the sanitary
arrangements of the colony. If this Medical Officer is
appointed he could very well be attached to the Board in
some way. | think there was a Medical Commission
gppoainted by your Excdlency to consider the subject of the
medical staff of this colony. | do not know whether that
Commission has sent in to the Government its report, but
certanly itisnot beforethis Council, and | do not know its
recommendations, but | believe| expressthe public feding
in saying thet there should be aMedica Officer of Hedlth
appointed, and that the officer should be attached to the
Sanitary Board to assist the Board in carrying out its
onerous duties, and he should have no
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Separate power beyond what is conferred upon him by the
Board, and that in dl things he should be guided by the
determingtion or resolution of the Board, so thet there will
be no friction and no cross purposes between the Medica
Officer of Hedlth and the Board.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary—Though the motion of the
hon. member has not been seconded, it may be expected
that some reply should be made to his remarks | have
ligtened with very great care to the remarks made by the
hon. member in order to try to discover, if possible, some
resson for his motion. | have ligened in vain. | have
endeavoured to find in them some good cogent reason for
not passing this Bill to-day, but | think the hon. member has
not advanced anything thet will lead hon. members to
concur in hisviews He saystha he expresses the opinion
of the public, but his mation has not been seconded by any
hon. member representing the public in this Coundil, which
showsvery dearly what the opinion isabout it. He said thet
a Hedth Officer is an exceadingly needful officer, and
everybody agreed thet he must be appointed, but he then
sad that the officer would come into callison with the
Sanitary Board. When | heard him say that a collison was
likely to result, | was very anxious that he should point out
in what way that collis on would be likely to occur, but
throughout the whole of his gpeech, he did not show in any
way whatever how that collison could teke place, and it
would be interesing to know how the officer who is
gopointed under this Ordinance, and who is to advise the
Board, can in any way comeinto collison with the Board.
It isfor the Board to rgect or acoept his advice on its own
responsihility, and if collison arises it would only arise
from a refusd of the Board to acoept the views of the
Medicd Officer, who is qudified by histraining to advise
them on the subjectswhich it will be his specid provinceto
ded with. The hon. member quite agreed that this officer
should advise the Board and have a seet on the Board, and
therefore | cannot see why on earth he should raise any
objection to his being appointed under this Ordinance. He
ds refared to the report of the Medicd Commisson
which your Excdlency had gppointed to enquire into the
working of the Medicd Department of this colony. That
Commission consisted of Deputy Ingpector-Generd Knaitt,
of the Roya Navy, Surgeon-Col. Preston, of the A.m.s,, Dr.
Cantlie, the hon. member who represents the Chamber of
Commerce in this Council (Mr. McConachi€), and Mr.
Thurburn. The report of that Committee was not received
until yesterday. |1 may inform the Council thet the views
expresd in thet report are Smilar to those contained in
this Bill, except that the committee consider instead of the
officer having a seet and a vote he should have only a seat
on the Sanitary Board with a consultative voice. The hon.
member differs from the Commisson, and for ressons
which have been carefully considered the Government
does not think it advissble to have an officer with
professond experience Stting as a mere dummy, without
even having power to give hisvatein favour of hispinions
| trust the report will be published in due course. The

Government think it is only right and fair that the Medica
Officer should back his opinions The hon. member
referred in his gpeech to by his vate public opinion in this
colony being infavour of hisviews. My ownimpresson is
thet that opinion is the other way. If public opinion is such
as was expressed by the hon member, how is it that his
motion has not been seconded by any of the hon. unofficia
membersin this Coundil representing the large interests in
Hongkong? | do not think it is necessary for me to enter
into further details on the subject. The hon. member has not
advanced any reasons whatever to show why the * I
should not be passed or to show how this officer as
gopointed will do anything but promote the sanitary
wedfare of this colony, which is of supreme importance to
al the resdents of Hongkong.

Hon. A. McConacHie— do not think that it is at all
urgent that this Bill should be passad to-day. | merdy
suggest thet delay may be granted until after the members
have had an opportunity of seeing the report issued by the
Medicd Commission.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— have dready explained to
the Council thet the Medicd Commission differsonly asto
what gatus should be assigned to the Medicd Officer asa
Member of the Sanitay Board: indead of a vote they
condgder he should have only a conaultative voice | am
unable to see what good purpose would be served in
delaying this matter. It is important that there should be as
little dlay as possble. Ddays have dreedy occurred, and
dthough a medicd officer has been kindly placed at the
disposa of the Government by the Military Authorities
more than a month ago, the Government, in consequence
of difficulties as to his gatus, hes not availed itsdf of his
savices A further dday is to be deprecaed. The
Government is much indebted to the Medicdl Commisson
for its vauable report, which will receive the care and
atentionit so fully deserves.

Hon. A. McConacHie—! would like to read the exact
words.

His ExceLLency—From the report of the Commission?
Hon. A. McCoNacHE—YEeS

The hon. member then read the following quotation.
"That the medical officer should be adviser to the
Government on al sanitary matters through the Sanitary
Board to which he should be attached, and on which he
should occupy asedt. He should have no vote, hisdutieson
the Board being purely of an advisory nature. it being
undesirable that he should enter into discusson on points
on which he should be called
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upon to advise, his duties to be of a Smilar nature to those
lad down by the Bradford Corporation and the City of
London."

The CoLoniAL Secrerarv— think thet representswhat |
sad on the subject. If there was anything | omitted it was
unintentiondly done.

The Coundil then went into Committee, and after two
smdl anendments, and and additiona minor dause being
added, the Bill wasread athird time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Coundil then adjourned until Wednesday week.




