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6m JUNE, 1895.

PrEseNT—

His Excdlency the Governor, Sr WiLLiav RoBINSON,
K.CM.G.

Hon. J. H. StewarT LockHarT, Colonid Secretary.

Hon. A. G. Wiss, Acting Attorney-Generd.

Hon. A. M. THomson, Acting Colonid Treaaurer.

Hon. F. A. Coorer, Director of Public Works.

Hon. Cgot. W. C. H. Hasmngs, Acting Ceptain
Superintendent of Police

Hon. A. K. Travers, Posdmagter-Genard.

Hon. C. P, CHater.

Hon. Ho KAl.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. A. McCoNACHIE.

Hon. J. J BeLL-IrvING.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLE, Acting Clerk of Councils

NEW MEMBERS

Hon. Commander W. C. H. Hadtings, Acting Captain
Superintendent of Police and Hon. A. K. Travers
Pogmeadter-Generd,, took the oath of dlegiance.

DOCUMENTS

The CoLoniAL Secretary laid upon the table the
following documents—The report of the Director of the
Observaory, the report of the Sanitary Superintendent, the
report of the Superintendent of the Botanicd ad
Afforesation Department, the report of the Colonid
Veterinary surgeon, and the Blue Book—al| for 1894.

A PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Hon. A. McConacHE sad—1| beg to ask your
Excdlency's permission to make apersond satement.

His ExceLLEncy assented.

Hon. A. McConacHiE—At the meeting of Council on
the 17th April | read out an extract from the report of the
Medical Committee, of which | had the honour of being a
member. Thefair copy cameinto mefor Sgnature an hour
or 0 beforethe medting of Council | havejudt referred to. It
was accompanied by the draft copy previoudy initided by
al members. | compared both copiesand found them the
same word for word and appended my signature. Knowing
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that the Ordinance to confer certain powers and authorities
on the Medicd Officer of Hedth would come up for
discusson that afternoon. | made a hurried pencil extract
from the report in case | might find it useful, and it was
from that hurried pencil extract note. | reed out. How |
came to leave out certain words | cannot explain; it was
entirdy accidental, and | had no motive and certainly |
never intended to do 0. | now express regret to the
Government for theomisson.

The CoLoniAL  Secretary — On - behdf of the
Government | may say, with regard to the statement that
hes jut been mede that it quite undersands the
explangtion made by the hon. member. The Government
never for one moment supposed that the hon. member,
who has been a P8k 214 regdent of this colony for so
many years, would ever have been guilty of purposdy and
wilfully trying to midead this Council. | am sure | am
expressing, not only the views of the officid members of
this Coundil, but the views of the whole of the hon.
members, when | say that the explanation given by the hon.
member isstisfactory in every respect.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.

Hon. E. R. BauiLios gave natice of his interntion to ask
the following question—"Is it the intention of the
Government to invite competitive designs from locd
architects for the proposed new Government offices, or do
the Government propose thet the designs shdl be prepared
and the work caried out by the Public Works
Department?'

REPORT OF THE ANANCE COMMITTEE.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary moved the adoption of the
report of the Finance Committee.

The Acting CoLoniAL TREASURER Seconded.

Caried.

THE RECONSTRUCTION OF TAIPNGSHAN.

The Director oF PusLic Works—] have the honour to
lay upon the table the report of the meeting of the Public
Works Committee held on 23rd May lagt, and to moveits
adoption. | regret to have to report to this Council that the
members of the Committee are not unanimous in
recommending the Council to adopt the proposed project
for theimprovement of the"resumed” areaof Taipingshan.
The hon. member on my left (Hon. E. R. Bdlilios) adheres
to the belief which he entertained on the 17th September
lagt, and expressed in this Council during the reading of the
Bill for the resumption of Taipingshan, namely, that a
project entailing only the patching and repairing of the
buildings would be sufficient. | regret, however, athough
such along time has elgpsed, that the hon. member has not
furnished the Government, nor, asfar as| am aware, any
member of this Council, with amore detailed statement of
what such aproject entailed, or how he proposed to carry it

out. He, however, at that meeting expressed himself in
favour of supporting the Government in the total
destruction of the buildings, and said that such ascheme
might act in somewhat the same manner asa sacrificeto
the godsdid inancient times. (Laughter). Well, g, | annot
awarethat any authentic records exist that such sacrifices
have been attended with any beneficial results whatever,
and | think it would be unbecoming on my part to assume
that hon. members of this Council attach any belief in such
asacrifice, by which | understand the hon. member to
mean a sacrifice to gods of wood and stone. Far beit from
me for one moment to cometo this Council and ask youto
vote any public fundsin support of such asuperdtition. |
honestly and conscientioudy believe that in what | am
asking of you | am serving the best interets of this colony.
| believe, g, that by adopting this report port both froma
sanitary and a pecuniary point of view, we shall not be
going very far wrong. At the time the Taipingshan
Ordinance was before this Council the Government had
not any detailed information or knowledge of what was
going to be done with the area, or what any project for
dealing with the areawould cost. The Council, as|
understand from the newspaper reports and further
information | have been able to obtain—being away from
the colony during the time— relied on the strong
recommendations of the Permanent Committee to the
Colonid Secretary, dated 28th June, to resume the area of
Taipingshan, relay the streets, widen them, and further
improve them, and the strong fedling that existed at that
time respecting the effect of such resumption for such
objects. The project | laid before the Public Works
Committee practically include these recommendations
meade by the Permanent Committee o far asit entailsthe
total st metion of thebuildings, there-laying out the
entire area, and the widening of the streets. From a
pecuniary point of view | am bound to say that | am of
opinion the resumption cannot prove profitable, and | must
say that | think hon. members will agree with me when
they consider the provisons of the Taipingshan Ordinance
under which the owners of property have been
compensated for the resumption, not on the probable future
va ue of the property but upon the rents actually derived
from the letting of basements and hovels, unfit in some
cas=sfor pig dies, ashuman habitations This Council has
passed measures by which such occupation is prohibited in
the future, and the Sanitary Board are at the present time
engaged in enforcing these regulations. But, sir, that
increased rental and improved property and improved
sanitation will result in the adoption of this project | have
very little doubt. Thetotal cogt of the resumption up to date
has been alittiein excess of $820,000. Well, now, gir, it has
been urged by my hon. friend on my Ieft that the adoption
of aschemeinvolving the cutting of a street here and the
cutting of alane there and the general repairing
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and patching of the exiging buildings would prove more
profitable to the colony. Hon. members must consder it is
the duty of this Government to look the fact fairly in the
face, that this property has been resumed by the Crown,
has passad into the hands of the Crown, and that in deding
with it a purchaser would have to comply with the
provisons of the Building Ordinance of 1889 and the
recent sanitay legidation. There are in the Building
Ordinance of 1889, as hon. members are awvare, very
important provisions deding with the congtruction of back
yards in dl cases where buildings are erected on property
purchased from the Crown since the pasing of tha
Ordinance. | have very little hesitation in saying that the
mgority of the buildings in Taipingshen & the present
moment do not comply with those provisons and the
purchaser—if one could be found—of the patched up and
repaired property might gill continue to let it for human
hebitation, but on the decay of exiging buildings and
proposing to condruct new buildings, in what postion
would he find himsalf? The mgjority of thelotsare of very
smal depth, some of them measuring only 32 or 33 fegt in
depth. If the hon. member on my left (Hon. E. R. Bdliliog
takes away four or five feet which the provisons of the
Ordinance require to give aufficent yard space, what
would there be left? The purchaser would find thet he hed,
after dlowing for cook house, wells, &c., only a meit
area of about 18 feet by 15 feet That the Government can
go into the market with property of tha description and
expect to get ay reurn commensurate with the
expenditure of $800,000, | think there can be only one
opinion. Itis practicadly impossible. On pointing these facts
out to the hon. member a the last mesting of the Public
Works Committee he suggested that as this was a gpecid
cax it might be worth while for the Government to
recondder its legidation in regard to this area. Well, g,
these provisons have been passed, not with the idea of
obtaining at any cogt anided city, but for the benefit of the
public hedth of the colony they have been conddered by
hon. members absolutely necessary. It is therefore utterly
impossible, | think, that any member of the Council should
now say "We find that these provisons which we think
necessary for the hedth and the safety of the public are
going to touch the public purse and therefore we will have
nothin to do with them." | am sure, Sr, thet such apostion
would be practicdly impossible to maintain, and | trust that
no hon. member of this Council will bring such a mation
astha beforethe Coundil. With these few remarks | beg to
move that the report be adopted.

Hon. C. P. Chater—Sir, | beg to second the resolution
just moved by the Director of Public Works, and indoing
%0 | am echoing the opinion of my unofficia colleagues,
with the exception of the hon. member oppogite (Hon. E. R.

Belilios), who no doubt will express hisviews on the
subject shortly. It will doubtlessbein your Excdlency's
recollection that at the Council meeting of the 17th
September, 1894, | moved for the appointment of a
Commission to decide whether the original plan of

destruction of Taipingshan should be carried out or not. Itis
hardly necessary for me to remind you that the original

planor, if | may say so, the popular plan, was thet of total

destruction by fire, involving, as| then pointed out, avery
large expense to the Government, while it was my hope
thet if the Commission | asked for were gppointed, it would
perhapsfdl in with my views, formulated after personal

ingpection of the didtrict, viz, that apartiad destruction, thet
of thefoulest and wholely irredeemable blocks, together
with the adoption of the necessary measures for rendering
the remainder sanitary, the cutting away of the backs of
houses, and the making of new lanes and back yards, and
thereby permitting the introduction of light and the proper
circulation of air, would be sufficient. Since then the
circumstances have atered. Mr. Cooper returned from
leave, made minute surveys, and issued areport, the
outcome of hislabours being the scheme he haslaid before
us, from whichit will be seen he has quite abandoned the
idea of total destruction by fire. | need hardly say that |

have gone most carefully into this scheme. We have had
two meetings of the Public Works Committee, and one of
the unofficial members called specially to discuss this
matter, to which Mr. ooper was invited and came, and |

have dso0 had private interviewswith that gentleman. Asa
result, | have come to the conclusion that, under the
creumgances, hisschemeis preferableto mine. Themain
difference between the two consistsin that while |

contemplated partial destruction, and the opening to light
and air of the better constructed blocks, Mr. Cooper
advocates pulling down dl the houses, with the exception
of oneblock and laying out afreshthe entire area. | am Hill

of opinion that had my plan been adopted, though the
initid expenseswould have been heavier, yet the property
would have eventualy realized more, the buildings still

remaining Sanding over acondderable portion of the ares;
and that Mr. Cooper, though the sum he proposesisa
amaller one, yet will not obtain so much from the sale of
meaterial and sites aswould have been realized from the
execution of my proposal. The great ad vantage, however,
which his possessesisthat, instead of alot of narrow and
irregular streets congructed without any regard to proper
arrangement or sanitation, it will confer upon the city anew
digtrict properly laid out, and open to light and air, while
mine could only have been of the nature of patchwork.
Another advantage in hisschemewhich | may point out is
thet dl the buildings can now be erected in conformity with
al the additionsand emendations|ady madein the Hedlth
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and Building Ordinances It is for these reasons that my
colleagues and mysdlf, with the one exception, consider
that Mr. Cooper's proposa should be adopted.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios— have to propose an amendment,
gr. Inmaking my remarks| will not take up thetime of the
Coundil in going back beyond the four corners of the report
of my hon. friend on my right (Hon. F. A. Cooper). | am
glad to note that the Government have finally abandoned
theidea of burning the houses, and | a0 observe from his
report that Mr Cooper, at al events, isof opinion that the
bacillus of the plagueis not to be found in the soil, and thet
the wood and the other materids of the buildings are not
infected. So far thisis satisfactory to hear, but | should have
thought these conclusions furnished strong argumentsin
favour of adopting and improving proving the buildings as
they stand rather than of destroying them and laying out the
areaafresh asproposed by my hon. friend on my right. The
plan laid before us has been carefully prepared and is
creditably got up, and it iswithred regret | fed it my duty
to oppose it. The plan, moreover, falls in with my
individua interests as a property owner, which are best
served by having alarge number of dwellings closed, asit
has atendency to drive up rentsand fill my empty houses.
Such a consideration must not, however, be allowed to
weigh in the balance with the welfare of the colony, which
| propose to show will be most adversely affected if this
scheme is permitted to be carried into effect. With your
permission | will briefly endeavour to show what Mr.
Cooper's plan will cost He estimatesthe cog of laying out
the area afresh at $83,000 Now to carry out this plan, sdll
the sites, and get them all built upon, so thet ratesand taxes
may again be collected from the didtrict, will take, | believe,
at least six years. There would therefore have to be
reckoned five yearsinterest on $320,000, the cost of the

resumption, which at 3% per cent. per annum would

amount to about $145,000 added to the $83,000 for laying
it out, or atogether roughly $1,050,000. Now isit at all
likely this amount would be realised by the sale of the
ground? 1 do not think any member present will pretend to
say that such a sum can be obtained, the building area
having been reduced from 257,000 to 188,000 sjuare feet,
areduction of 69,000 squarefeet. Half amillion dollarsis
much nearer the figure the Government islikely to get. It
should not be forgotten thet the Praya Reclamaionisgoing
on smultaneoudy, and land can to-day be purchased on
seafrontagefor from $4 to $6 afoat. Isit at dl probablewe
can get on an average morethan $23 per foot for theland
in Taipingshan? Happily thereisan dternative project. As
it isnow known that fire is not necessary as a cleansing
agent, and that the germs of disease are neither in the
houses nor in the sail, the resumed area canreedily, and a a
comparatively small outlay, be placed in agood sanitary

condition. The streets were quite recently drained,
channelled, kerbed, and paved. Some of the houses might
even now serve as modelsfor improvement to the owners
of hundreds of tenementsin worse dumsin this city, and
with areasonable expenditure the district could be
converted into acleanly and hedlthy one. Fortunately we
have in the Government Gazette of the 6th March, inthe
report by the Arbitration Board—Messrs Ackroyd, Alford,
and Danby—a careful estimate of the cost at which the
houses in the condemned district can be made fit for
human habitation. Details are given of every lot, and the
grossamount is only $30,924.79. Say, however, that this
estimate would have to be exceeded, and allow $40,000.
That islessthan half the cost of destroying the property and
laying it out afresh, and as a matter of fact Mr. Cooper's
estimate would a o probably be exceeded and the areafor
sadlewould very possibly be reduced 80,000 square fest.
Then haveregard to the saving intime. If the houses were
placed in a sanitary condition the work might be donein
twelve months, and the digtrict be available for habitation
before the summer of 1896. On the other hand, if it be
decided to destroy and lay the digtrict out afresh, shal we
not be in danger of arepetition of the wanton waste of
public money which followed the clearing of the Site for
the present Queen's College, which lay idle for about ten
years and cost the colony by loss of interest lone tens of
thousands of dollars? The vacant land and ruined
bungalow dtill standing in front of the Police compound
furnishes an ingructive lesson of the procrastination of
Government in such matters. It hasbeen lying usdessand
non-productive for more than twenty years. | hopethatin
this question of the disposition of the resumed areaiin
Taipingshan business principleswill be alowed to preval.
Therewill, | takeit, bealossin any case, but let usdo our
best to limit it to say half alakh of dollars and recoup
oursalves by raising the Crown rent when we resell the
land. Hon. memberswill be interested to hear that thetotal
area of public and private property resumed consists of
356,000 square feet. Out of these the hon. member
proposes to set aside 168,000 square feet for streets,
leaving only 158,000 square feet for building purposes. In
other words, to use up 45 per certt. of theland for streets A
most injudicious and inadvisable made of dealing with the
property. By adopting the plan of the Director of Public
Works, and alowing $75,000 for errors, omissions, and
price of loose materids, we shdl augment thet lossto hdlf a
million dollars. Are we prepared to accept that
respongbility? Havewe any right to so squander the public
money? | say we have nat, and | solemuly wash my hands
of that responsibility. | should ill
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have discharged my duty to the public had | nat, to the best
of my poor ahility, offered my protest againg this proposed
wade of funds which are 90 urgently needed for
improvement of other portions of the city not one whit less
in need of it. If we adopt this plan we shdl have only 200
odd housesin the place of 417 houses now ganding in the
condemned didtrict. Besdes these buildings it will be
remembered the Sanitay Board condemned 100 odd
houses in other parts of the dity. These houses were by a
mere fluke a mere accident, not resumed by the
Government. Yet we e tha these houses are being
deansad, renovated, and occupied, whilst we are hesitating
as to what might be done with this large property in our
hands. Thereare good and bad locditiesin every city inthe
world. Thereis the East End and the West End of the city
of London. It would be wise, gr, to reserve in our midst a
chegp, hedithy didrict for the occupation of our poor. We
should not compd them to pay high rents or compe them
to desert thisidand "for fresh woods and pastures new" on
account of high rent. To spend money in improving the
land in Taipingshan would be tantamount to Spending scent
in the desart ar. The land is not adapted for much
improvement, and it ought therefore to be Ieft done. If the
Public Works Department have time and labour to spare.
they had better devote such labour in opening out Stes to
the east and the west of us If the Government have money
to spare, better let the money out in the condruction of a
tramway round the idand, and open out chegp Stes and
thus rdieve the overcrowding thet is going on in the centre
of our city. This is a matter which concerns dmogt every
resident in the colony, and it affects the public purse Itisa
huge venture, agreat undertaking, and abig speculion. In
order to be sure thet we are not making a mistake it would
be wise to seek for the advice of expets outdde this
Council, and | beg to propose this resolution—"That,
before a find decison as to the condemned aea of
Tapingshen be arived &, a Committee formed of
representatives of the community, to condst of Messs,
Granville Sharp—(laughter)—W. Danby, S. G. Bird, and
A. Denison, be gppointed, to associate themsdves with the
Hon. the Director of Public Works, and conjointly give a
report on the best means of dis posing of property resumed
by the Government.' On the last occasion this question was
before the Council you kindly permitted al my officid
colleaguesto vote as they thought fit on this subject. | hope
on this occasion you will give them the same latitude, 0
that we may arrive a an honest decison.

His ExceLLency—l shdl be glad to do so when the
amendment is seconded. Does anybody second the
amendment?

There was no seconder, and His ExceLLency remarked
— amafraid you have no seconder.

The Director oF PusLic Works—Though the hon.
member's amendment has not been seconded, | think his
speech may be congdered as one opposed to the motion
before this Coundil. | should therefore like to make one or
two remarks in reply. The hon. member has given me the
credit of a good ded perhaps, but | think a more careful
perusa of my report will show that in thet report, especidly
as regards the source of infection, | absolutely confine
mysdf to recording facts and not expressng opinions on
whet is entirdly amedica question, and not an enginesring
one & dl. The hon. member has agan refared to his
wonderful and economica scheme, but | should like to
point out one important mater that he has entirdy
overlooked. In the project | laid before the Public Works
Committee the back lanes had been laid out in such away
as to render it unnecessary to condruct back yards If the
scheme referred to by my hon. friend on my left is carried
out a portion of the building stes or of the 417 houses
which he takes credit for will have to be devoted to back
yads. If you compare the totd aea for domestic
occupation as proposed in his scheme with thet propossd
by mine you will find thet in the hon. member's scheme
you will have to take from the area.of each lot, probably in
the case of three sorey housesfifteen feet and in the case of
two Sorey houses ten feet. If the hon. member will figure
that out | think he will find that the areawhich is proposed
to be devoted to the streets, thus obviating the necessity of
providing back yards to houses will not be of such
meagnitude as the back yardswhich in his schemeit will be
necessary to provide. He has taked about a businesslike
manner of deding with the question. | mugt say that the
remarks of the hon. member did not grike me as being
businesslike. He has talked about sdlling the land and then
recouping the expenditure by raisng the Crown rents. No
man would buy land without first enquiring what the
Crown rent was So what he means by recouping by
raising Crown rents after sdling theland | am a atotd loss
to understand. He a0 sates that the adoption of this report
isagreat speculation. W, g, if peculation in connection
with this project existed & dl it existed when this Coundil
passed the Ordinance for the resumption of Taipingshan. It
was nhot then a question of pecuniary profit; it was a
question of sanitation, a question of doing something for
the good of this colony, from a sanitary point of view. To
talk about speculation commencing & thisperiodis, | think,
quite out of the quedion, | think, gr, the hon. member
touched on a grest many matters which were totaly irr
levant—outside railways, &c., which | must say | do not
think have any thing to do with obtaining a return on the
aum of money dready expended on the resumption of
Tapingshen.

His ExceLLency—The amendment not having been
seconded theresolution is carried.
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Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—! should like to point out thet the
hon. member did not follow my speech.

The AcTing ATTorNEY-GENERAL—T he hon. member is
quite out of order.
THE ARMS CONSOLIDATION ORDINANCE.

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GENErRaL—I have to move the
firgt reading of aBill entitled " An Ordinanceto supplement
Ordinance 8 of 1895. (The Arms Consolidation Ordinance,
1895)." In doing s0 | might mention that the object of this
Bill is to supplement certain sections— sections 6 and 15
of the Arms Ordinance passed the other day. In those two
sections there is no pendty. They ded with deders and
their regigers, and the dosence of a pendty is dearly an
omisson. ThisBill providesfor apendty.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary— beg to second.

Bill read afirgt time, carried through dl its sages, and
pased.

NATURALIZATION ORDINANCE.

The Acting ATTorNEY-GeEnEraL—] beg to move the
firg reading of a Bill entitted "An Ordinance for the
naurdization of Samud Donnenberg.” This gentleman
wishes to become a volunteer, and you will notice that the
Bill isconfined to Hongkong.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— beg to second.

Bill reed the fird time, carried through dl its Sages, and
pasd.

ORDINANCESPOSTPONED.

The CoLoniaL Secretary—! have the honour to move
that Orders No. 4 and 5 be discharged from the Orders of
the Day. It is not the intention of the Government, a any
rate for the presert, to proceed with these Bills

The AcTting ATTorRNEY-GENERAL Seconded.

Carried.
AN AMENDING ORDINANCE.

The Acting ATTorNEY-GeEneraL—] beg to move the
third reading of "An Ordinance to amend Ordinance 17 of
1887." Thisisavery short Ordinance. Asamatter of fact it
putsin only oneword in section 7 of Ordinance 17 of 1837.
When this Ordinance was brought up before there
gopeared to be some difficulty in the mind of my hon.
friend oppodte as to the interpretation of the word
Government. The object of the Ordinance is to enable the
Government to have these depots under their own control,
and to diminate outdde depots, because these depots are
not likely to be so well constructed or S0 well looked after
as Government depots That is the reason for the insartion
of theword Government.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— beg to second.
Hon. E. R. BeLiLios— wish to point out—

The Acting ATTorNEY-GeneraL—This is the third
reading of the Bill.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—Supposng—

The Acting ATToRNEY-GeENEraL—It is rather late for
explandtions, thisisthethird reading.

The CooniaL Secremary — The Bill has passed
Committee, on aresolution formally moved by the hon. the
Acting Attorney-Generd, and seconded by mysdf. The
hon. member had full opportunity of making any remarks
he wished to make on the point to which he refers when
thet resolution was before the Council. | beg to second the
third reading of the Bill.

Bill read the third time and passed.
THE SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION BILL.

The Acting CooniAL TReasurer—IN moving the
second reading of the Supplementary Appropriation Bill
for 1894 | wish to make one or two remarks on the ate of
the finances during that year. The actud expenditure for the
year 1894, induding public works not chargegble to the
loan, amounted to $2,299,096 as compared with an
edimate of $1,998981, the difference in excess being
$300,115; but as credit cannot be taken for any surplus on
votes for different Departments nor on any surplus on
items in public works which together amount to
, the totd now to be aihorized is
$355,395.88. The excess expenditure due to fdl of
exchange was over $15,000; for plague about $52,000;
building grant to the Po Leung Kuk $20,000, and for
exchange compensation $22,000; these four items together
amounting to about the whole of the excess now to be
sanctioned. If there had been no plague, only $200,000
would have been required, of which sum three-fourths was
duetofdl in exchange, change, and there would have been
a dear surplus of $140,000. The actud revenue for 18%4
was $2,287,203. and as the expenditure was $2,299,096.
the deficit was only $11,893, or, if public works
extraordinary be exduded, there was an actud surplus of
$600 | consder this is a very fortunate date of afairs
taking into account the heavy unforeseen expenditure
which had to be incurred throughout the year. | ask the
Council to give the Bill their favourable consideration, and
| shdl be ready to give fuller detailsin Finance Committee
if they are conddered desirable.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— beg to move the second
reading of the Bill, and avall mysdf of the opportunity of
dating thet the Bill will be refered to the Finance
Committee. | understand thet your Excdlency'sintention is
to wait, 0 that the third reading may betaken.

The Bill was then conddered by the Finance
Committee, under the presidency of Hon. J H. Stewart
Lockhart, Colonid Secretary.

Hon. C. P, CHater— should liketo know if any answer
has been recaved from the Secretary of Sate to His
Excdlency’'s despach with regard to the military
contribution.

The CooniaL Secrerary —NoO reply has yet been
recaived from the Colonia Office, but | think | may inform
the Committee that areply is expected very shortly on the
question of the military contribution.
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Hon. C. P Crater— hopeit will beafavourable one

The CoLoniaL Secretary—1 hope s0; | cannot say
whether it is to be favourable or unfavourable, but | am
ureit hasreceived careful condderation.

Hon. Ho Ka—t will convey the decison of the inter-
Departmenta Committee Stting on thisquestion?

The CoLoniaL Secrerarv—] bdieve it will convey the
decison of that Committee.

The Committee having recommended the Bill, Council
resumed.

Bill read the third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

His ExceLLency—] have no more business for the
Legidative Council, and | have very great pleasure in
relessing you from your labours and adjourning snedie. |
am extremdy obliged to the senior unofficial member and
the other unofficial membersfor the advice and assstance
given to the Government during the session, assistance
which has been much

appreciated and advice which we have congtantly adopted.
| trugt it may not be necessary to summon the Coundil
regularly urtil late, very late, in the autumn. It is possible,
however, that we may have one or two meetings in the
meantime. | think when we congder what the colony weas
passing through a thistime lagt year we have great reason
to be thankful, when we recollect that, with the exception
of three or four sporadic cases of plaguein April, there has
been no single caxe of that diseese for upwards of one
month. (Applause). The work of the Sanitary Board is
going on vigoroudy, enegeticdly, yet quigly and
unogentatioudy, and | have grest hope that we may be
gpared an outbresk of any disease during the coming yesr.
Now tha the ChinaJgpan war is happily ended and
exchange fairly seedy. | think we may look forward to an
increaxe in and expangon of our trade and conssquent
good results to the community generdly. With these few
remarks, | now state that this Council stands adjourned sine
die




