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14w DECEMBER, 1896.

PrEseNT—

His ExceLLency the Governor, Sr WiLLiam RosinsoN,
K.CMG.

His ExcaLLency Mgor-Generd Brack, CB., Officer
Commeanding the Troops.

Hon. J. H. StewarT LockHarT, Colonid Secretary.

Hon. W. M. Goobman, Attorney-Generd.

Hon. A. M. THomprson, Acting Colonid Tresaurer.

Hon. F. A. Coorer, Director of Public Works.

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey, Harbour Madter.

Hon. E H. Mav, CM.G,, Captain Superintendent of
Police.

Hon. C. P, CHaTER.

Hon. Ho KAl.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BewiLios, CM.G.

Hon. Wa A Yuk.

Mr. F. J. BabeLey, Acting Clerk of Councils

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were read and
confirmed.

GAPROCK LIGHT DUES

The ColoniaL Secremary laid upon the table in
continuation of Sessond Paper No. 37 of 1896, papers
respecting the abolition of the pecia Gap Rock lighthouse
rate. The papers embraced Hon. T. H. Whiteheed's letter
and the discusson thereon a the opening meting of
Council as reported in the Daily Press of 4th December,
1896.

ANANCE

The CoLoniaL Secrerary— - have the honour to bring
up the report of the Finance Committee held on the 7th
December. In reference to that it will be seen that the
Committee recommended the vote of $1,450 in ad of
Volunteer expenses, and that the Supply Bill was dso
conddered item by item in the Finance Committee, and |
have much pleesureininforming

your Excdllency thet the Committee recommended thet the
variousitems be adopted by this Coundil. | begto movethe

adoption of thereport.
The Acring CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded.

Caried.

PUBLICWORKSCOMMITTEE

The Director oF PusLIc Works lad upon the table the
report of the proceadings of the Public Works Committee
a amedting held on the 7th December last and moved its

adoption.
The Acting CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded.

Carried.

TAIPINGSHAN.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD, in pursuance of notice, asked the
following question—Will the Government lay upon the
table an estimate as to the probable totd cost of doing what
is necessary to be done to the resumed area of Taipingshan
before thelots can be put up to auction, and state the further
probabletime required to overtakethe work?

The CoLoNnIAL SecreTary, in reply, laid upon the teble a
datement with reference to Taipingshan Improvement
Works. The statement showed that the totdl expenditure to
30th November, 1896, was $19,624.47, and the edimated
further expenditure wes $80,375.50, meking a totd of
$100,000.

THEORPIUM FARM.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD, in pursuance of notice, asked the
following question—In view of the present Opium Farm
expiring in the soring of 1898, will the Government
gopoint a commission with full powers to investigate and
report on the opium revenue generdly, and upon the
advisability or otherwise of subdituting for the present
Opium Farm bonded warehouses and a fixed duty on dl
opium not bona fide exported in araw gate?
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The CoLoniaL Secrerarv—Inreply | have the honour to
Hate that the suggedtion contained in the question of the
hon. member will receive the consderdion of the
Governmert.

SPECIAL GAPROCK LIGHTHOUSEDUES

Hon. T. H. WHiTeneab—! beg to give notice thet a the
next meging of Coundl | will move the folowing
resolution:—That, whereas the gpecid Gap Rock light
dues were imposed for the sole purpose of rasng the
monies reguired for the congtruction of the said lighthouse,
and the Government are pledged to their abolition as soon
as the requiste amount had been raised, and wheress it
aopears that a sum of about $42,000 in excess of the
amount required has dready been received— Resolved
thet in the opinion of this Coundil the specid Gap Rock
light dues should no longer belevied.

MEDICAL REGISTRATION ORDINANCE

The ATttorNEY-GENEraL—I| fise to move the firg
reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinance to further amend
"The Medica Regitration Ordinance, 1884."

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY seconded.

Bill reed thefirst time.

THEPROTECTION OFWOMEN AND GIRLS
ORDINANCE
The AttorNer  GeneraL—I beg to move the firg
reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend and
congolidate the law reeting to the protection of Women
and Girls

The CoLoniAL SecrReTARY Seconded.

Bill reed thefirg time.
MILITARY CONTRIBUTION BILL.

The Atrorney-GeneraL—| beg to move the third
reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to gppropriate a
um equivaent to seventeen and a hdf per centum of the
Colonid revenues as a contribution for the defence of the
colony.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— beg to second.

Hon. T. H. WHiTeneab— rise to move that this Bill be
read this day sx months The community admits the
farness of paying a military contribution to the home
Government and is agreegble that the charge should be a
fixed percentage on the generd revenue. The Imperid
Government's views, however, as to what conditutes
generd revenue differ from our views, and they have
decided to gppropriate for Imperial purposes 173 per cent.
of our generd revenue, which indudesmunicipd retes Itis
unnecessary now to enter into particulars, as our case is
caefully gated in the memorandum of the unofficid
members of the 31s March last. Sir, you redized the
justice of cartain of our contertions and supported them in
a despatch to the Secretary of State, dated 21t April lest.
The people of Hongkong heartily gppreciated your
Excdlency's endeavours on behdf of the colony on that

occasion, which | may be permitted to remark are happily
of a vey differet character from those expressons of
opinion on this question which have falen from the lips of
the honorable, the offidd members of this Coundil. The
officid members in Singapore fought manfully with the
Government urtil a satisfactary settlement of the military
contribution question was arrived a. No reason and no
jutification whatever have been assigned why Hongkong
should be cdlled upon to pay aheavier military contribution
than any other Crown colony in her Mgesy's dominions
—aheavier tax than the colony can afford. It is oppressive,
for it prevents the carrying out of necessary public works
and ddays the condruction of urgently required public
offices. The Secretary of State has nat, | submit, given due
congderation to your Excdlency’s representations and to
the unofficid members memorandum which they deserve.
He has not answered them and he refuses to entertain our
reasonable proposd that we should, with regard to the
military contribution, be placed on the same badis as our
dger colony of Sngagpore

His ExcaL.Lency— may mention here that | think you
are wrong in saying that this colony pays more then any
other colony. Ceylon pays £100,000 a year, and there are
only 1,500 troopsthere.

Hon. T. H, WHiTeneab—! noticed in our morning paper
the other day that Colombo only pays 75 per cert. of its
revenue, Mauritius only pays 5 per cent. and Singapore
171 per cent. on its generd revenue exdusive of
municipd rates.

His Exca.Lency—In 1894 Ceylon's contribution was
1,394,000 rupees.

Hon. T. H. WhiteHeao—Thet, Sir, is73 per cent. of the
generd revenue of the colony exdusve of municipa
revenue. It may bealarger sum, but | submit it isonly 7%
per cent. on their generd revenue exclusve of municipd
rates whereeswe are caled upontopayl?% per cant., not
only on the genera revenue, but on the municipd revenue.
I mugt regpectfully protet agang the Imperid
Government gppropriating 17% per cent. of our municipa
revenue for Imperid purposes It is unreasonable and
inequiteble to teke 17% per cent. of such items as charges
for water againg Departments, which are in redity no
revenue a dl. Thereisancther dausein thisBill—dause 5
—to which | object as it leaves the door open to the War
Office to impose unlimited respongbility on Hongkong in
respect of new armaments, new forts, new barracks, and
improvements and dterations to old military buildings. |
submit repectfully thet for the Imperid Government to
aopropriate 17% per cent. of our purdy municipd ratesfor
Imperid purposes is a mongtrous injustice, and | may be
permitted to remind your Excdlency that loydty isavery
tender plant, but under injugice loydty withers
(Applause)
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Hon. C. P Crater— beg to second.

A vote was then taken on the amendment.

FOR AGAINST
Hon. Wei A Yuk The Captain Superintendent of
Police
Hon. E. R. Bdlilios TheHarbour Master
Hon. T. H. Whiteheed  The Director of Public Works
Hon. HoKal TheActing Colonia Treesurer
Hon. C. P. Chater The Attorney-Generd
The Colonid Secretary
His Excdlency Mgor-Generd
Black

The amendment was therefore logt by seven votes to
five

Bill reed thethird time.
THE APPROFRIATION BILL.

Council went into Committee on the Bill entitied an
Ordinance to gpply asum not exceading two million three
hundred and fifty-nine thousand seven hundred and eighty-
nine dollarsto the Public Service of the year 1897.

After theitemns hed been reed,

Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeAD saild—On thisvery day last year,
when the item " Governor and Legislature" came on for
congideration | moved as an amendment that the vote be
reduced by $100, and | fed it my duty todo so again. | then
explained that my object in doing so wasto complain of the
action of the Government in regard to the Sanitary Board,
and of the protracted dday onthe part of the Government in
recongructing the Board on aproper basis | anwell avare
thet your Excdlency intimated to uson 14th Dec., 1895, that
you would lay the papersbefore the Council when youwere
inapogtionto do s, but that you had not then received any
definite decison from the Secretary of State, and therefore
you could not do so then. When | moved the reduction of
thisvote last year | said—"It isa matter of the greatest
importanceto the colony thet the recongruction of the Board
should not be longer ddayed. | submit that acopy of dl the
corregpondence between the Colonid Government and the
home authorities, and dl the documents; induding the report
of the unofficiad members on the subject, should not be
longer withheld, but should belaid upon thetable. | hopethe
Government will deem it expedient to do so without further
delay. The Council and the community are now, after
waiting twelve months, fully entitled to know what hasbeen
done" At alater detel brought on aresolutionin the Coundil

for the production of dl the papers. That was on the 8th July
thisyear, and | then said "It isnecessary that the Government
should give the unofficial members of the Council an
opportunity of sudying the correspondence and despatches
which passad between the Colonid authoritiesand thehome
officialsin connection with (1) the resignation of the
unofficiad membersof the Board; (2) the gppointment of the
Medica Officer of Hedlth, hispostion, and rdaionto the
Sanitary Board; (3) the recommendeations of the unofficia
membersof Council; (4) the Colonid Government'sreasons
and argumentsin support of the necessity for now proposing
to o dter and change the condtitution of the Board. Thesole
and only remedy proposed in thisdraft Bill isthereduction
of the number of official membersfrom 4 to 3, and the
reduction of the unofficid membersfrom'not morethen 6'to
2, and of thisit gppears, in the objectsand ressons dtached to
thedraft Bill, thet the Secretary of State has approved. | fed

quite certain Sir William Des Voeux and the Secretary of
State in 1888 did not sanction amgjority of unofficial

members on the Board without having first made the very
fullest enquiriesand conclusively stisfied themsdves of the
wisdom of their ddiberate action. Unlesswe have before us
very subgtantid grounds and strong reasons, we cannot, |

think, jugtify our beginning to undo the work of aformer
Saretary of Sate and aformer Governor who was o highly
esteemed and respected here. | think the British members of
the community confirmed on 15th and 16th May last most
emphatically the experience throughout the vast British
Empire and British India, viz., that for the general

improvement in sanitation the co-operation of the public,
through their legdly eected representatives, isessentid. |

respectfully submit, sir, it isnot only necessary but it is
indispensable that the Government should publish dl the
correspondence and papers. They are the sole and only
materia which can enable the unofficid membersand the
public to form anindependent and accurate opinion on the
meritsof the very important change now proposad.” Nothing
else has since transpired, sir, and the correspondence, the
arguments and the reasons which have been addressed by
the Colonid Government have not yet ssenthelight of day. |

think thisdelay in recongructing the Sanitary Board ismost
injuriousto the public interests. When the Sanitary Board
have been brought before the Court they have been mul cted
in damages and in acertain sense held up to ridicule and
contempt. There can be no reason, asfar as| can see, why
the Government should not lay the correspondence upon the
table, asit will bein asense more or less usalessto the
unofficial members when the decision of the Secretary of
Saehasbeen arrived a as samewill haveto becarried out. |

think we are entitled, and the community are entitled, after so
long a delay to have all the
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correspondencelaid upon the teble. As| sad before, itisa
mere metter of form that | propose the reduction of this
vote—amply to have an opportunity of bringing this
métter before the Council.

His ExceLLency— may date that the decision of the
Secretary of State was received by yesterday's mail and the
whole of the corregpondence is dready, or will be by
tomorrow, inthe hands of the printers.

Hon. T. H. WHmeneap — Then | withdraw my
amendment.

Hon. T. H. WHiTeneab—In Finance Committee certain
information was asked for in connection with the revenue
and the expenditure annudly for the lagt three years of the
Pogt Office and the maintenance of the lighthouses

The CoLoniaL Secrerarv—! promised the hon. member
thet theinformeation would be obtained for him, and | mean
to fulfil my promise. The information is being obtained,
and the hon. Acting Tressurer has shown me a return he
has dravn up, and | suggested that perhaps it would be
wdl if he ascertained from the hon. member the exact form
in which he wished it to be drawvn up. With regard to the
lighthouses, that information is dso baing obtained. The
hon. member will recollect thet when he asked for it it was
explaned that it would take some time to ascartain catain
Oetalls.

Hon. T. H. WHiTeneab—On the 15th March, 18%4, |
asked a quedion on this very subject and the returns were
givenin avery smple form. They are stated on page 20 of
the Hansard and figures are given for 1890, 1891, 1892,
and 1893.

His Exce.Lency—Which returns?

Hon. T. H. WHiTeneap—With regard to the Post Office.
The then Colonid Secretary, Sr G. T. M. Oprien, sad:—
"Thefiguresare asfollows—

Income. Expenditure
HES .0 B $148,460 $115,398
RS R 142,770 140,165
HES 2 157,699 154,248
RS S'C J 167,597 119,153

Approximate outstanding liabilities, 1892, $745; 1893,
$34,222. | should mention that these Satements of
expenditure do not indude pengions, nor some cther items
which are necessary for a complete statement, but are not
readily ascertainable, such as interest on cogt of buildings
and depreciation of buildings" It would be of greet interest
to the community to get the figures, as the Pog Office
gpparently yiddsbut little profit to the colony.

His ExceLLency—Thereturns will be made in the same
formasin 1894.

Counail resumed.

Bill reed thethirdtime.
ADIOURNMENT.

His ExceLLency— adjourn the Council urttil this day
week.




