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10m MAY, 1897.

PrEseNT—

His ExceLLency the Governor, Sr WiLLiam RosinsoN,
K.CM.G.

His ExceLLency Mgor-Generd Brack, C.B. (Officer
Commanding the Forces)

Hon. J. H. StewarT LockHArT (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. W. M. Goopbman (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. T. Sercomee SuitH (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. W. CratHam (Acting Director of Public Works).

Hon. F. H. May (Captain Superintendent of Police)

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey, (Harbour Mager).

Hon. C. P, CHATER.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. HoKa.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLe (Acting Clerk of Councils).

NEW MEMBER.

Hon. W. Chatham was sworn in on taking his st as
Acting Director of Public Works

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were read and
confirmed.

PAPERS

The CoLoniaL Secrerary laid the following papers on
the table—Reports on the Hongkong Volunteer Corps
cdendar of probates, &c., and return of Supreme Court
caxs for 1896; and the Secretary of Sae's despaich
respecting defence works a Hongkong.

ANANCIAL MINUTE

The CoLoniaL Secretary moved the adoption of
Financid MinuteNo. 1.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER Seconded.
Caried.

THE REVENUE FROM SHIFPING.
Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—SIT, in pursuance of noticel

rise to ask the following question:— Will the
Government lay upon the table a de-

tailed gatement framed in terms of and in accordance with
the indructions contained in the Secretary of State's
despatch, dated 17th March, 1897, showing (1) the
eimated tota revenue which will be recaiveble from dl
shipping, separatdly under each heed, during the year 1898,
and (2) the estimated totd expenditure which will be
chargegble to dl shipping, separady under each head,
during the same period?

The CoLoniaL Secretary—In reply | beg to Sate thet
ingructions had been issued for the prepardtion of the
returns desired before the question of the hon. member had
been asked. The returns, when reedy, will be laid upon the
Coundl table.

THEOPIUM FARM.

His Exca.Lency—The hon. member for the Chamber
of Commerce asked aquestion on the 7th December lagt in
regard to the Opium Farm. He desired to know if the
Government would gppoint a Commisson to investigate
and report on the opium revenue generdly, and upon the
advisahility or otherwise of subdtituting for the present
Opium Farm bonded warehouses and a fixed duty on dl
opium not bona fide exported in araw gate. | may merntion
thet | have given this matter my careful condderation and |
do not intend to gppoint a Commission to inquire into the
advisahility of subdtituting bonded warehouses and a fixed
duty for the sysema presentin force.

THESANITARY BY-LAWS

His ExceLLency—Before any motionisbrought forward
with regard to the Sanitary by-laws which are to be
considered by the Council to-day, | wish to make afew
remarks with reference to them. Having reason to believe
that objections existed in certain quarters to some of the
dausesinthe by-laws| have taken sepsto ascertain what
those objectionsare. | find that thefirst dause objected tois
No. 5, and after having carefully considered the matter | am
prepared to dlow thisdause to sand over. | undersand that
the Commission gppointed by mein July last to consider
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and report on the insanitary properties in this colony are
giving attention to the subject with which dause 5 dedls |
therefore propose to refer this dlause to the Commission, so
that the members of it may condder it in connection with
their report, which | trust they will furnish at no digant date.
The Commission was gppointed in July lagt and | think
there has been plenty of time to report on the subject. The
next dauses regarding which representations have been
medeto meareNos. 9, 10, and 11. These dausesded with
domidiliary visgts | have dready on a previous occason
informed the Coundil that thisis a ddlicate metter in which
great care and tact must be exerdsed. | am ill of that
opinion, and for the information of this Council, and
especidly the Chinese members of it—Dr. Ho Ka and Mr.
We A Yuk—I dedre to date that it is my intention to
request the Sanitary Board to gppoint no officers for the
purpose of meking domiciliary vists until the names of
auch officars have been submitted to me and ther
gopointment has recaived my approvd. (Applause) It is
evident that for such work as visting the houses of the
Chinee a night officers of expeience having an
acquaintance with Chinee cusoms and manners, and
possessng the confidence of the Chinese community, are
requidite. (Applause) Only officers of that description will
be gppointed, and if during the progress of their work they
should act in such a manner as may cause reasoneble
ground for complairt, | trust the Chinese will not fall to
report the matter to the Registrar-Generd, so that the matter
may be thoroughly investigated. (Applause) With regard
to dause 15, sub-section 5, it has been suggested that in
cartan cases that sub-section would bear hardly on the
owners of property unless modified by the addition of the
following words "without the permission of the Sanitary
Board' or something equivaent after the words "any kind
whatsoever." Tha addition will, | trugt, be made by the
Sanitary Board. The lagt dause to which my attention has
been drawn is No. 26, and it has been urged thet 24 hours
notice should dways be given before thisdause is put into
operation. It must be remembered that dause No. 26 isone
of the dauses which is to be enforced only during the
prevdence of an epidemic in the colony. At such atime
prompt action is of firg importance. While therefore not
being in favour of the 24 hours notice as has been
suggested, | think the dause might be modified in another
respect. Asit sands a present any officer of the Board is
empowered not only to make a house-to-house vigtation,
but he may forthwith take geps to have dl furniture and
goodsremoved, €c. | am of opinion that thisis placing too
grest power in the hands of a subordinate officer of the
Board. (Applause) | therefore am of opinion that it would
be advisable for the Sanitary Board to modify this by-law
by continuing to the subordinete officers of the Board the
power to make house-to-house vists during the prevaence

of an epidemic, but not dlowing them to take any sepsin
the direction of removing furniture or destroying cocklofts,
etc., without having mede a report to the Medicd Officer
of Hedth, who should himsdf ingoect the premisss
reported upon by the subordinate officers before furniture
is removed or cocklofts destroyed. (Applause) In carrying
out by-law No. 26 it may happen thet some of the very
poor among the Chinese may require assistance from the
Government, as was found necessary during the plague
epidemic of 1894. Such casss will receive the
condderation of the Government and, in addition to finding
those who may be turned out of their houses a temporary
shdlter, the Sanitary Board will be requested to bring dl
deserving cases to the natice of the Registrar-Generd, who
will be ingtructed to make arrangements for their comfort.
(Applause) Having now dedt with the suggestions mede
with regard to these by-lawvs | have only to add in
condusion thet the desire of the Government isto have the
strongest possible messures for the protection of the hedth
of the public without unnecessary interference with the
liberty of the subject. | am certain that thet desire is shared
by every member of this Council. In sanitary metters |
regard it asdl important that everything possble should be
done in order to prevent friction—(goplause)—and | am
quite sure you will al admit thet the Registrar-Generd, Mr.
Lockhart, has rendered very excdlent savice in this
direction among the Chinese. | consider it most desirableto
enlig the sympathies of the public with the sanitary laws of
the colony and not to estrange their support by refusing to
give condderation to any reasonable representations that
may be made. (Applause) | know my views are those of
every member of the Government and | fed sure they will
recave the support of the unofficid members of this
Council. Now it remains for me to cal upon the Colonid
Secretary to formaly move these by-laws one by one and
after they are passed in this Council they will be referred to
the Sanitary Board and re-submitted for consideration and
find gpprovd by the Council later on.

The CoLoniaL Secretary—In view of the remarks of
your Excdlency | think it will be more convenient if the
by-laws are congdered one by one.

This course was approved of.

By-law 5 was omitted and referred to the Insanitary
Properties Commisson.

In regard to by-law 9, which empowers the Board's
officersto enter any domestic dwelling a any hour between
6p.m. and 12 pm., Hon. E. R BeLiLios said—! think the by-

law would be improved if after the words "domestic
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dweling" the words "where more than one family resdes’
were added. That will exempt our buildings—| meen

foreign buildings—fromingpection.

The Caprain SUPERINTENDENT oF PoLice —If the houses
are entirdly occupied by Europeans the objection would
hold good, but seeing that the houses are more or less
occupied by Chinese| do not think it isgood.

The CooniaL Secremary —The by-law affects dll
dasxs equdly, regardless of race It would be invidious
and unfair to introduce the distinction suggested by the hon.
member.

There was no seconder to the amendment and the by-
law asit sood was gpproved.

On by-law 11 being reed, Hon. T. H. WHiTeHEAD asked
—This by-law says that on reasonable natice being given
buildings can be entered by Ingpectors of Nuisances.
Would it not be well to now fix what "reasonable notice"
means? Would it not be wel to ecify the number of
hours? Different Ingpectors might put  different
congructionson thewords

The CoLoniaL Secretary—When these by-laws are
referred to the Sanitary Board the Board will be requested
to state what they regard asreasonable natice.

Theby-law wasthen gpproved.

By-law 15 was, on the motion of the ATTorNEY -
GeneraL, 0 amended as to make it legd for aress to be
covered on permisson from the Sanitary Board being
obtained.

In repect to by-law 26 the CoLoniAL SecreTary said—
You will obsarve thet it is Sated in the by-law that "if the
premises o visted or any part thereof shdl befound in a
dirty or insanitary condition in the opinion of any such
officers[of the Board] he may forthwith take stepsto have
al furniture and goods removed there-from, &c." | propose
thet after the word "forthwith" the by-law shall read "make
areport to the Medica Officer of Hedlth, who shdl & once
ingpect the premises reported upon and may, if he thinks
such DPi=es 0 pein adirty or insanitary condition,
takesuch geps” &c.

The AttorNEY-GENERAL— May say that the Colonid
Treeaurer, the Medicd Officer of Hedth, and | had a
conversdtion about this by-law this morning and | have
drafted an amendment which amounts to the same thing,
dthough it is not in the exact words, and if the Colonid
Secretary has no objection | should like to move my
amendment.

The CoLoniaL Secretary— have no objection to the
wording being dtered 30 long asthe meaning isretained.

The CapraiN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLice —If there is
anything of an epidemic it will be absolutely impossible for
one officer to recaive thexe reports and ingpect dl the
buildings

The Attorver -GeneraL — The wording of my

amendment is as follows—"If the premises 0 vidted or
any part thereof shdl be found in a dirty or insanitary
condition in the opinion of any such officer he shdl report
the same [I omit the word forthwith] to the Medicd
Officer of Hedth or to anysuch other officer asthe Sanitary
Board may gppoint for thet purpose, who shall inspect the
premises reported on, &c" Without this amendment an
officer who found a housein adirty or insanitary condition
would be able to order the furniture and so on to be taken
out. As amended, he will have to make a report either to
the Medicd Officer of Hedlth or to another officer specidly
appointed by the Sanitary Board. The Medical Officer of
Hedlth would not be able to do thewhole of thework in the
didricts and it might be necessary to gppoint some other
medicad manto assg himin hiswork. It isthe person who
receives the report and that person done who has any
power to take geps The Medica Officer of Hedlth said it
would be absolutdy impossble for him in case of an
epidemic of plagueto vist every dirty or insanitary placein
the colony. There might be urgent need for himin the esst
or west end of thetown and he could nat be expected to do
anything ese whatever; therefore what he could not do
himsdf should be deputed to some other responsble
officer.

The CapraiN SUPERNTENDENT oF Pouice —1 think it
would serioudy hamper the Government to add the word
"medicd.”

His Exca.Lency—Hewould beaman of equa ganding;
aman wel qudified to do the work.

Hon. C. P Ciater— think he should be a medica
officer or any member of the Board, otherwise, Sir, it might
be that the senior ingoector would be gppointed and
therefore the dause, as it gands now, would be of no
benefit whatever. The object is thet a responsible man
should be the only one who could order the pulling down
of cockloftsand the burning of furniture, &c.

The CoLoniaL Secretary — Your Excdlency hes
dreedy explained that the officer to be gppointed should be
such as would ingpire confidence. The dedire is to avoid
entrugting regponsiblework of this natureto any one but an
officer gpecidly sdlected for the purpose, who isacquainted
with the Chinese and their customs,

The CarTaiN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLice —1 submit thet
the Sanitary Board—certainly asfar as| know—commands
the respect of the community. | do not know whether it does
or not, but | should be sorry if it does not, and | should
imagine that an officer specidly appointed by the Board
would command the respect of the community. In 1894 it
was not possibleto find aufficient members of the Board to
undertake the work of supervision during the time of the
plague, and we were obliged to cdl for volunteers. We did
not get agreat many civilian volunteers; | did not see any
unofficial members of the Council volunteering,
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but we did get men fromthearmy, and | imaginetha ina
smilar difficulty we should probably have to seek
assstance from the same quarter.

His Excdlency Mgor-Generd Brack suggested that
the additiond officer should be named by the Board and
gpproved by the Governor.

The Attorney-GeneraL then dtered his amendment
and embodied the suggestion made by His Excdlency
Mgor-Generd Black.

The amendment was seconded by the CoLonial
Treasurer and the by-law was approved.

The remainder of the by-laws were goproved without
amendment.

The CoLoniAL Secremary then moved that the by-laws
as amended be referred to the Sanitary Board for its
condderation, with the request thet the Board would send
initsreport beforethe 17thing.

The CoLoniAL TReasURER Seconded.

Caried.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Coundil then adjourned until next Monday.




