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23r0 AUGUST, 1897.

PrEseNT—

His ExceLLency the Governor, Sr WiLLiam RosinsoN,
GCM.G.

His ExcelLency Mgor-Generd Brack, C.B. (Officer
Commeanding the Forces)

Hon. J. H. StewarT LockHART (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. W. M. Goopbman (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. T. Sercomee SvitH (Colonid Treaaurer).

Hon. W. Cratham (Acting Director of Public Works).

Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Police)

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Magter).

Hon. C. P Crater, CM.G.

Hon. HoKa.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. J. J BeLL-IRVING.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLe (Clerk of Councils).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.

PAPERS

The CoLoniaL Secrerary laid the following papers on
the table—The report of the Secretary of the Sanitary
Board for 1896; the Colonid Surgeon'sreport for 1896; the
report on the 1897 census; the assessment for 1897; and
amended statements of water account for 1896.

ANANCIAL MINUTES

On the motion of the CoLoniAL Secremary financid
minutes Nos 15, 16, 17, and 18 were refared to the
Fnance Committee, and the report of the Finance
Committee No. 4 was adopted.

PUBLIC WORKSCOMMITTEESREFPORT.

The Acting Director of PusLic Works moved the
adoption of the Public Works Committed's report No. 3.
Themotion wascarried.

RETRENCHMENT.

In pursuance of natice Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD asked the
following question—With reference to the Report of the
Retrenchment Commission will the Government lay upon
the table acopy of the depatches and ingtructions received
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies in rdation
thereto, and in connection with gpplications in respect of
sdaiessmilar to those recently referred by His Excdlency
the Governor to aCommittee?

The CoLoniAL Secretary—T he despatches, which have
been in the hands of the Committee gppointed to inquire
into certain gpplications for increases of sdary and which
have only just been returned, will be printed and laid onthe
tebleasdesired.

GOLD PAYMENTS

In pursuance of notice Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD asked the
following question—Will the Government lay upon the
table a return shewing dl deling payments made in
England for any purpose or in the colony on a gold basis
with the equivdent dollar amounts disbursed by the
Tressury in respect thereof, such return to commence with
1890 and to include the estimated payments for 1897 and
1898?

The CoLoniAL SecreTarv—] beg to lay upon the table
the report asked for by the hon. member.

TAIPINGSHAN.

In pursuance of notice Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD asked the
following question—What geps do the Government now
propose to take with a view to the speedy digposd of the
Crown land avalable a Taipingshan and what were the
causes of the failure of the Government to obtain abid for
any lot a the recent sde by public auction?

The CoLoNnIAL SecreTARY—The Government proposes
to adopt the usua courseand ot wait for gpplicationsto sdi
the land by auction. With regard to the latter portion of the
question | regret that it is not possble to gate to what
causesthefalure dluded to by the hon. member wasdue.

GOLD LOANS

In pursuance of notice Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD asked the
following question—Will the Government lay upon the
teble a detalled datement or account of the loan of
£200,000 raisad in 1887, shewing separatdy in gerling and
in dollars dl receipts and al payments in connection with
or in regpect of the principd, interest, and sinking fund,
with the dates and the rates of exchange at which eech item
was converted from serling into dallars or vice versa, in
short, a detailed account shewing how much interest per
cant. per annum the ratepayers have pad for the loan in
question, and asimilar account to date in repect of the last
loan of £200,000 floated in 1894, shewing in addition whet
amount thereof is gill available, if any, how and in what
way the monies have been expended, and what are the
avalable asts in reypect of sad disbursements? The
statement to shew in wha securities the sinking fund has
been invested, the cogt thereof in sterling and in dallars, the
annud revenue derived therefrom and the present market
vaue of the securities

The CoLoniaL Secrerary—1 beg to lay upon the table
the gatement asked for by the hon. member.

TYPHOID FEVER.

In pursuance of noticeHon. T. H. WHiTeHeaD asked the
following question:—Will the Government direct the
M edical Officer of
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Hedth to report:—(1) Upon dl cases of tyhoid fever
which have occurred in the colony during the lagt 12
months; and (2.) Asto whether or not he has indtituted any
enquiry into the history of these cases adding thereto the
causes which have led to the recent greater prevaence of
this disease in the colony, and with what results?

The CoLoniAL Secretary—The report of the cases
which occurred in 1896 of the diseese termed by the
Medicd Officer of Hedth "enteric fever" is contained in
the Annua Report of tha officer published in the
Government Gazette of the 14th ingt. | now lay upon the
table another Report by the Medicd Officer of Hedth on
the cases of the same disease which have occurred this year.
An inquiry into the history of each case has been made.
The reaults of such inquiry are embodied in the Reports of
the Medicd Officer of Hedth.

PREPARED OPIUM ORDINANCE

The Attrorney -General—! - have the honour to move
the firg reading of a Bill entitted an Ordinance to fnrther
amend the Prepared Opium Ordinance, 1891. | may
mention that this Ordinance is not intended to affect the
present farm, o that it need not create any anxiety to its
effect upon the present farm.

The CoLoniAL SecrReTARY Seconded.

Bill read afirst time.
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS PENSIONS ORDINANCE.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer—! have the honour to move
the firg reading of a Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend
the Widows and Orphans Pensons (Amendment)
Ordinance No. 28 of 1895.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY Seconded,
Bill reed afirg time.
NATURALIZATION ORDINANCE.

The Attorney -General moved and the CoLoniaL
Secremary seconded the firgt reading of a Bill entitled an
Ordinancefor the naturdization of Ho Mui Sz diasHo Lin
Shing.

Bill reed afirg time.

ADJOURNMENT,

The Coundil then adjourned until Thursday next.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was then held.
Hon. J. H. Stewart Lockhart (Colonid Secretary) presided
and dl the memberswere present.

MINUTES

The minutes of the lagd meding were read and
confirmed.

PUBLIC WORKSEXPENSES

The fird minute was one in which the Governor
recommends the Council to vote a sum of $103,000 to
meet the following expenses during the current year:—

Public Works Annually Recurrent Expenditure. —

Repairsto Buildings, $12,000, Maintenance of Telegrgph,
$ 1 , 0 0 0 .

Public Works Extreordinary.—Water and Drainage
Works, Miscdlaneous $42,000 (chargegble to loan),
Taipingshan Improvement, $40,000, Forming and Kerbing
Streets, Victoria, $3,000, Gardener's Cottage, $5,000. Totd
—$103,000.

\/ote recommended.
THE NEW PEAK ROAD.

The next minute was one in which the Governor
recommends the Council to vote a sum of $5,000 for the
condruction of a new road a the Pesk Didrict, from
Plantation Road to Magazine Gap.

The Crairman—Hon. members will remember thet the
Director of Public Works at the meeting of Council thet
hes jugt been held, laid upon the table the report of the
Public Works Committee with regard to this new work.
That report gives the reasons why the Committee
conddered it desirable that thiswork should be carried out,
and the amount recommended in this vote, $5,000, is
conddered necessay to defray catan prdiminary
expensss. The Director of Public Works will give any
further information that may be desired on this subject.

The AttornEY -GeneraL—What will bethetotd cost?

The Acting Director oF PusLic Works —The totd
oot of the road, induding concreting, will be $28,000, and
the necessary sewers and water mainswill cost $10,000.

The AttornEY -GeneraL—Is this $5,000 this year's
expenditure?

The Acting Director oF PusLic Works —It is to
enablethework to begone onwith & once.

The CHairman—The Public Works Committee thought
it desrableto have thework put in hand a once.

\ote recommended.
HRE EXTINGUISHING APPLIANCESAT THE GAOL.
The third minute was one in which the Governor

recommendsthe Council to vote asum of $523 to meet the
cogt of certain fire extinguishing appliances a the gaol.

The Crairvan explained that the Superintendent of the
god reported that the fire extinguishing appliances were
not in a satifactory condition and thet in order to carry out
the necessary improvementsthis sum was required.

Vote recommended.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE AND DEFOTS

The lagt minute was one in which the Governor
recommends the Coundil to vote a sum of $349.30 in aid
of the vote "Saughter-House, Sheep and Fig Depdts,
incdluding Pier.”

\ote recommended.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Committee then adjourned.



