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20 DECEMBER, 1897.

PrEseNT—

His ExcaLency the Governor, Sir WiLLiam RoBINSON,
GCM.G.

His ExceLLency Mgor-Generd Brack, C.B. (Officer
Commanding the Forces).

Hon. J. H. StewarT LockHArT (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Magter).

Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Police).

Hon. T. Sercomee SuitH (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. HoKa.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLe (Clerk of Coundils).

MINUTES
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed.
HNANCE COMMITTEESREFORT.
The report of the Finance Committee (No. 12) was

adopted on the motion of the CoLoNAL SeCRETARY,
seconded by the CoLoNIAL TREASURER.

LIGHT DUES

The HarRBOUR MAsTeErR—Sir, | rise to move the
resolution standing in my name. Section 33 of Ordinance
26 of 1891 provides that the rate of light dues shall be
fixed by order of the Go-

vernor pursuant to aresolution of this Council, and the
resolution which | am about to movo will bethefirg gep
towards fixing therate of light dues from the 1st January
next. The subject of light duesisone which hasreceived a
congderable amount of attention and much has been written
and gpoken on the subject, but not in dl cases havethose
who havewritten or ooken had avery intimate knowledge
of the aubject. Asaningance of thiskind | would poirt to a
|etter, which waslaid on thistable, written by my friend the
Saoretary of the P and O. Company to the Secretary of State
for the Coloniesin which it was confidently stated that
5,772,289 tons, which was the amount of European
shipping entering thisharbour in 1895, would & therate of 1
cent. per ton for light dues produce upwards of $57,000.
Thiswasinaccurae and 30 per cent. out. Asamatter of fact
1 cent per ton for light duesin 1895 would have produced
$43,557, instead of , as he says, upwardsof $57,000. Many
other ingtances of inaccuracy are also to befound in the
petition which was forwarded to the Government and
signed by the members of theleading commercid firmsand
others. Oneof thoseinaccuracies was the Statement thet the
taxing of shipsinaid of the generd revenue was opposad to
the policy of the leading commercial nations. | do not
uppoethat those gentlemen who Sgned that petition, even
if they read it—which is not always the
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practicein this colory—would object to my saying thet the
United States of America might be conddered a leading
commercid nation. Well, 1886 they levied atax of 6t0 30
cents per ton per annum, on shipping entering United
Sates Ports and the money raised was applied firgt to the
extinction of the public debt; secondly, to the cost of
naiond defence; and thirdly, to public uses generdly.
Thereis another inaccuracy in the petition. The petitioners
sad—"We very much doubt if in any civilized country has
a ddiberae atempt ever been made to rase a profit
revenue out of light dues They have dways been imposed
for the express purpose of providing for the congruction
and maintenance of lighthouses, buoys, and beacons and
for no other purpose whatsoever." | asked just now that the
United States of Americamight be consdered asaleading
commerica nation. Now, | do not suppose there will be
any objection to England or the United Kingdom being
taken asahighly "dvilized country." In 1883 the light dues
in England were raisad by 5 per cent. to supply adeficit in
the Mercartile Maine Fund, and in 1892 there was
aufficient surplus to pay off £100,000 debt of that fund.
There ae many other indtances of inaccurecy in the
petition, but the most astounding of them dl is the one
which assarts that alevy of 2 cents per ton on shipping
coming to this port would deter ships from coming to it.
Theassertion, g, isin my opinion so utterly ridiculousthat
it is not worth while taking up the time of the Council half
one minute with arguments againg it. There were no
argumentsin favour of it; it was just a bare assertion, and |
think it will be more complimentary to the gentlemen who
signed thet petition to believe that in making if they did not
ar in ignorance but that it was merdly to raise a bogey to
scart the Government into their own way oe thinking. The
effect of the resolution which | have the honour to propose
will bethat fromthe 19 January next thelargest ship which
has up to the present day entered this port will pay as her
contribution, when she comes here next, trading in the
waters of the colony, £4. That same ship will be capable of
carying cargo amounting to about 7,000 tons, and a the
rate of freight—which will not be exceptiond—of 30/- she
will earn in freight £10,000, and she will come here and
pay £A. The average ship that comes here will pay $13 and
the river seamers aggregating a tonnage of nearly 1%
million tons, will pay $2,500—$2,500 for 12 milliontons:
Side by sde with that they will be paying five or six times
that amount to the Government of China for one or two
Chinexe ports they enter. They will be eaning nearly
$600,000in passage money of Chinese only for those ports
and they will be paying their shareholders 16 per cent.
Borrowing, sr, from a phrase which has become dmost a
sort of cachrword among a cetain sction of the
community, namely, that "shipping isthe life blood of this
colony,” | submit to the Coundil that what is chiefly
remarkable is the miserably feeble amount of sugtenance
which the colony will derive from its so-cdled life blood.
(Hear, hear) With thee remarks | beg to move the
resolution.

The resolution provides for the exaction of light dues
fromthe 1< of January next on dl ships entering the waters
of the colony at therate of 1 per cent. per ton. All eamers
plying only between Hongkong and Canton, or Macao, or
the West River, which enter the waters of the colony by
day, and dl junks, are exempt, and those which enter by
night, shall pay one-third of acent per ton.

The CoLoNIAL SEcrRETARY seconded.

Hon. T. H. WHITeneab—Sir, | have lisened with very
great atention to the remarks of the Hon. the Harbour
Magter, and on the our of the moment | am not in a
position to acogpt as Gospd dl that he has said; but | have
not the least doubt thet what he has sad is founded on the
begt information that was at his digposd. | think it is an
extremdy fortunate thing for Hongkong that the home
authorities have taken the same view of this quetion as
thet held by the local shipping community. The shipping
have throughout been very desirous that shipping should
pay its own way and that what money is required for the
upkeep of the lighthouses and the maintenance and
regulation of the harbour should be borne by the shipping. |
have not the least doubt in theworld thet Macao is actuated
by wise motivesin following the example which had been
origindly set by Hongkong in making Macao afree port. |
think thet we might even go further and do as others have
suggested in Hongkong, namdy, that the Hongkong
Government should offer a premium to shipping to come
here. It would pay usintheend; | am sureit would, gr. The
more shipping we dtract here the grester will be our trade
and grester the attending advantages. In every direction we
should gain by taking such a gep. My friend (the Harbour
Master) amiles, but | can smileadso. | think the community
of Hongkong will long remain under a great debt of
gratitude to your Excdlency for having recommended the
home Governmentt to limit the dues on shipping to what
will dmply reéimburse the Government for the outlay
thereon. | have no amendment to propose and | shdll
upport the resolution.

Theresolution was caried.

THENEW PUBLICOFHCES

In pursuance of noticeHon. T. H. WHiTeneaD asked the
following quegtion:—Will the Government lay upon the
table a copy of the correspondence which has passed
between the home authoritiesand the Colonial Government
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in connection with the proposed new Public Offices
Subsequent to that dready published?

The CoLoniAL SecreTarY —The question of new Public
Offices has been referred to the Public Works Committee
of this Coundil. It is not proposed to publish any further
papersin connection with this matter until the report of that
Committee has been received.

NATURALIZATION ORDINANCE.

The CoLoniaL Secremry, in the dbsence of the
Attorney-Generd , who was engaged a the Supreme Court,
moved the firgt reading of a Bill entitled an Ordinance for
the naturdization of Wong Chuk-yau, dias Wong Mau,
diasWong Surin.

The CoLoniAL TrReaSURER Seconded.

Bill reed thefirst time.

MISDEMEANOURS PUNISHMENT ORDINANCE

The CooniaL Secrerary: moved the firg reading of a
Bill entited an Ordinance for the more effectud
punishment of bribery and certain other misdemeanours

The CoLoniAL TREASURER seconded.

Bill reed thefirst time.

THE COMPLIMENTSOF THE SEASON.

HisExca.Lency—That isdl the business gentlemen. In
order that you may thoroughly enjoy your Chrigmas
holidays, which have been wdl eaned, | propose to
adjourn the Council snedieand | am glad to be ableto do
0 without any prejudice to the public service whatever. |
take this opportunity of wishing you dl aMerry Chrigmas
and aHappy New Year. (Applause)




