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25t JULY, 1898.

PrEsENT—

His ExceLLency the Acting Governor, Mg or-Generd
Brack, C.B. (Officer Commanding the Forces).

Hon. T. Sercomee SvitH (Acting Colonid Secretary).

Hon. W. M. Goopbman (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Acting Colonid Treaaurer).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Magter).

Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works).

Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Pdlice).

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. HoKau.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

HonJ. J. BELL-IRvING.

HonWa A Yuk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLe (Clerk of Coundils).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were read and
confirmed.
VICTORIA JUBILEE ROAD, HOSAITAL FOR

WOMEN AND CHILDREN, AND NURSES
TRAININGINSTITUTE

TheHon. T. H. WHiteneap gave hotice of the following
question—Will the Government inform the Council what
progress has been made with these works decided upon
more than twelve months ago and which were intended to
commemorate permanently the completion of the 60th
year's reign of Her Mgesty Queen Victoria, dso sate how
the Jubilee Fund is invested and what rate of interet it is
earning?

FACTORY ACTS

The Hon. T. H. WHiTHEAD gave notice of the following
question—In view of the condruction in the colony of
undry factories under Chinese and European management
isit theintention of the Government to enact any portion of
the Home Acts repecting femae and juvenilelabour.

PAPERS

The Acting CooniAL Secrerary lad on the table
sverd papas

ANANCIAL MINUTES

The Acring CoLoniAL Secrerary—1 have the honour to
lay on the table Finance minutes 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, ad to
movethet they be referred to the Finance Committee.

The Acting ColoniaL TREaAsuRER—I| beg leave to
second.

Carried.

THE RECREATION GROUND AT CAUSEWAY BAY.

Hon. T. H. WHiteneao—! have greet pleasure inrising
to move the resdlution which gands in my name. A
congderabletime before Your Excdlency took up therains
of government the movement for the resarvation of
Causeway Bay for the purposes of generd recredtion
received your cordid and hearty approval. In support of the
motion | will, with Your Excdlency’s permission, reed the
memorid on the subject to our former Governor. The
petition was sgned by practicdly the whole community
and was st in to the Government before Sir William
Robinson left Hongkong in the beginning of the yeer.

"To His Excdlency Sir William Robinson, G CM.G,,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of
Hongkong and Vice-Admird.

The Memorid and Peition of the undersigned
Residents of Hongkong.

"Regpectfully sheweth—

"1—That the population of the colony of Hongkong is
geadily increasing, each year shewing, on the average, an
addition to the Chinese populaion of upwards of dx
thousand men, women, and children; thet the European
populion is dso gradudly increesing in numbers, thet
from the dtered conditions of trade and commerce men are
now compeled to remain in the colony for much longer
periodsthan heretofore and are marrying and settling down
here with the result thet the juvenile population is very
largdy augmented, and that a very condderable proportion
of them are being educated and brought up in the colony,
ingead of, asformerly, being sent to Europe.

"2—Tha within the limits of the city of Victoria dl
available land is being closdly huilt over; houses arerising
in height to three, four, and five gories; the consumption of
cod ingead of wood is largdy increasing as ae dso
manufacturing indudtries of various kinds, with the result
that within the city, even on the upper roads, it isdifficult to
get the pure air, exercise, and recreation thet is essentid for
the presarvation of hedthinthisdimate.

"3.—That the necesdty therefore for open spaces
outsde of the limits of the city is becoming daly more
manifest and more urgent, and that the one piece of ground
now gppropriated to the use of the public—the area within
the Race Coursee in the Wong-nei-chong vdley —is
inaUfficient for the needs and reguirements of the
populetion.

"4.—That in addition to the civil population thereis
always present in the colony a garrison of over three
thousand men, and, at some period of each year,
generaly during the winter months, alarge naval forceis
in the harbour of Hongkong for which provison hasto be
made, and that at such times the accommodation for
recreation in the Wong-nei-chong Ground is
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whally insufficient and will il be insufficdient even after
the piece of land to the northward aong the banks of the
Bowrington Cand has been added thereto.

"5—Thet there is now vacant and unagppropriated at
Causaway Bay alimited area of level ground, open to the
sea and eedly accessble by road, now temporarily used,
under permission from the Government, for purposes of
recregtion; that this piece of ground athough open for sde
for building purposes for a number of years has remained
unsold, the Chinee being gpparently ill unwilling to
move out into that quarter of the city; thet even should this
neighbourhood ultimately become, contrary to present
gppearances, adensdly popul ated neighbourhood inhabited
mainly by Chinese it will be highly desrable that some
aufficient areashould be maintained in the midst thereof for
purposesof light, of ventilation, of recregtion, and asalung,
or breathing space for the locdity. The ground now
referred to, Stuate nearly between Jarding's Bazaar and
North Point, isadmirably suited to servefor such apurpose,
and itsreservation as an open space will not only materidly
add to the vaue of the neighbourhood, but it will
permanently promote the physica hedth and hgppiness of
large numbers of the residents.

"Your petitionerstherefore humbly pray:

"That in commemoraion of the completion of the
sixtieth year of Her Mgesty's Reign tho piece of ground in
question, dStuate at Causaway Bay, bounded on the north
by the Causeway Bay Boad, on the south and west by the
Quarry Bay Road and Inland Lot 1,149 (Kennedy's
Sables), and on the east by the Nullah, running from the
Quarry Bay Road to the Causeway Road, may be by
Ordinance resarved as a public and open spece for ever,
may be cdled the 'Queen's Recrestion Ground' and may,
under Regulations to be embodied in the Ordinance, be
dedicated to the purposes of generd public recregtion for
dl nationdlities

"Your petitioners further pray that if, in the future, the
present harbour of refuge a Causeway Bay should be
redaimed, then such portion of the newly reclaimed land
may be sat gpart as an addition to the "Queen's Recregtion
Ground' as may be aufficient to provide for a further
increase to the limited level spacesin the colony avalable
for recregtion, which will in time be again rendered

necessary by the growth of the population.

"And your petitioners, asin duty bound, will ever pray,
&c., &c, &c.

""Hongkong, 24th June, 1897."

Since the memorid was drafted, some two years ago, the
necessity for open ace & Causeway Bay has been
emphassad by the seection of a Ste on the west dde, in
the immediate neighbourhood, for a gigantic cotton
sinning, weaving, and dyeng factory which will
meateridly add to the population of the didtrict by the large

number of workers—men, women, and children—
employed therein, and by the shopkespars and
tradespeople who will follow intheir wake. On the other or
esstern side of the Bay the Royd Dutch Petroleum Co,,
Lankat, have dready congructed ail tanks, atin-can factory,
gtore rooms, and alanding wharf. Dwelling houses for the
Company's workpeople are now covering both Sdes of the
road from North Point towards Causaway Bay. The new
Reformatory, recently decided upon, isto be erected on the
dopeof the hill adjoining Causaway Bay on the south, and
as the ste will hardly afford gpace enough for adequate
recregtion of the inmates, it will be dl the better if
Causaway Bay ground is reserved as an open space. It is
impossble to over-estimate the great importance of
recregtion in the life of the people. From a physiologica
point of view the promotion of dl forms of muscular
exerdse is a naiona good of inestimable vaue A wel
developed body and a well informed mind are necessary
partners for intellectud and materid triumphs and nothing
contributes so much in their favour as open oaces and
outdoor recregtion. Mens sana in corpore sano is an old
proverb, but | believe thet for the preservation of the mens
sana the corpus sanum is absolutdy essertid. The
reservaion of Causeway Bay as an open pace for the
purposes of generd recregtion for al nationdities will
promote the physica hedth and happiness of a large
number of resdents | therefore have greet plessure in
moving "That it is desrable in the interests of the public
thet the land marked red on the annexed plan should not be
let for building purposes but should be, henceforth,
reserved as an open ace and gopropriated for the
purposes of recredtion, and that the sanction of the
Secretary of State should be asked for the introduction of
an Ordinance giving the Governor in Council power to
make regulations, from time to time, as to the uses of the
land so reserved and to enforce such regulations by suitable
pendties" and | earnestly hope the resolution will recaive
the unanimous support of this Coundil, as if carried out
humanity generdly will benefit.

TheHon. Ho Kar—1 have much pleasure in seconding
the resolution so ably proposed by my honourable friend
opposite. After the remarks which he has made, and after
the memorid which has been sent up to aformer Governor
and read by the mover of theresolution, | think it will need
very little from me to ensure this resolution being
unanimousdly adopted by this Council. | venture to think
thet not onesingle member of thishonourable Council will
dispute that Hongkong will be better from a sanitary point
of view with afew more open spaces reserved like the
piece of ground we are trying to reserve by thisresolution.
It seems to me that the
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younger generdtion of Hongkong will be very much
obliged to us for thinking of their welfare in providing an
extensive piece of ground for recregtion and dso where
they can take a little aring dafter business hours In
seconding this resolution | would only make one condition,
and that isthet this piece of ground should be reserved for
the use of the public grictly, and not made the subject of
quarrels between dliques and dasses (Hear, hear.) | hope
that in reserving this ground regulations will be drawvn up
S0 asto obviate any such quarrds, and that the ground will
be reserved truly for the public use without distinction of
race, naiondity, or dass. (Heer hear.)

Carried unanimoudy.

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC WORKS
COMMITTEE

The DirecTor oF PusLic Works—With your permisson
I rise to move the adoption only of a portion of the Public
Works Report, namdly, the second part. | unfortunatey
have not had the opportunity of seeing al the members of
the Public Works Committee, and as the quegtion of the
gteisdill unsettled, it is desrable that only the second part
of the report should be adopted.

The Actine-CoLoniAL SecreTarv— beg to second.
Carried.
NATURALISATION OF CHINESE

The Attorney-General— beg leave to move the firgt
reeding of a Bill entited an Ordinance for the
Naturdisation of Chau Tung Shang.

TheActine CoLoniAL SecreTarv—] beg to second.
Carried.

The ATttorney-GeneraL—| beg to move the firg
reeding of a Bill entited an Ordinance for the
Naturdisation of Tong Yuk, aliasTong La Tsun.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTarv—1 beg to second.

Caried.
KOWLOON GODOWNS TRAMWAYS.

Hon. J. J. BeLL-Irving— beg to move the firgt reeding
of a Bill entitled an Ordinance to Amend the Kowloon
Godowns Tramways Ordinance, 1897.

Hon. C. P Crater— beg to second.
Carried.
REGISTRATION OF TRADE MARKS

The AttorneY-GeneraL—l - have the honour to move
the firg reading of a Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend
the Law Relding to the Regigtration of Trade Marks.

The Acting CoLoniAL Secrerarv—1 beg to second.
Carried.
CATTLEDISEASES

The Attornev-GeneraL—| beg to move the firg
reading of aBill entitled an Ordinance to further amend the
Cattle Diseeses, Saughterhouses, and Markets Ordinance,
1837.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary—! beg to second.

Caried.
THE BUILDING REGULATIONS

The Attorney-GeneraL— beg leave to move the firg
reading of aBill entitled an Ordinance to further amend the
Building Ordinance, 1889.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary—! beg to second.

Caried.

THE SUPPLEMENTARY AFPROPRIATION
BILL, 1897.

The Acting CoLoniAL TReasuRerR—! beg to move the
firg reading of aBill entitled an Ordinance to authorise the
gppropriation of a supplementary sum of three hundred
and dxty-eight thousand, eight hundred and dxty-nine
dollars and ninety-three cents, to defray the charges of the
year 1897.

The Acting CoLoniAL Secretary—! beg to second.

Caried.
KELLET ISLAND.

The Attorney-GeneraL—| beg to move the firg
reading of aBill entitled Kelet 19and Ordinance, 1898.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary— beg to second.

Carried.
INTOXICATING LIQUOR LICENSES

The ATttorney-GeneraL—I| beg to move the firg
reading of a Bill entitted an Ordinance to Amend and
Conolidete the law rdating to Intoxicating Liquor
Licenses

The Actinc-CoLoniAL SecreTarv— beg to second.

Hon. T. H. WHITeneaD—May | ask if the Government
have received the report of the Commission appointed
some time ago to enquire into the question of intoxicating
liquors?

The AtTornEY-GEneraL—] think | can reply to thet.
This morning | saw the secretary of the Commission, Mr.
Frank Browne, and | asked him wha progress the
Commission was making. | dso showed him this Bill, and
acked him if there was anything likely to come forth of the
report of the Commisson which would assig us or render
it advisable to meke any dteration. When he had looked &
one or two points he expressad his satifaction a the way
the Bill dedt with them. He told me the report of the
Commisson was dready under congderation and would
be forthcoming in a short time, and that the Blue Book
would be forthcoming in Augug.

Caried.
FEESFOR CHINESE CERTIHCATES

The AttornEY-GENERAL—] beg leave to move thefirgt
reading of a Bill entitled an
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Ordinance authorising the imposition of fees for the issue,
by the Government of Hongkong, of certain certificates to
certain Chinese desirous of proceeding to the United States
of America

TheActine CoLoNiAL SecreTarv— beg to second.

Caried.
CONSPIRACIES

The ATttorney-GeneraL—| beg to move the firg
reading of a Bill entitled an Ordinance to provide for the
punishment of certain conspiracies.

TheActine CoLoniAL SecreTarv— beg to second.

Carried.
THE SCARCITY OFBANK NOTES

The Attorney-General— beg leave to move the firgt
reading of a Bill etitled an Ordinance to amend the
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank Ordinance Amendment
Ordinance, 1882.

TheActine CoLoniAL SecreTarv— beg to second.
Carried.

The Attornev-GeneraL—I beg to move tha the
Standing Orders be sugpended in order that this Bill may
be read asecond and third time and passed.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTarv—1 beg to second.
Carried.

The Attorner GeneraL—1 beg to move the second
reading of a Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend the
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank Ordinance Amendment
Ordinance, 1882. The object of this Bill is to endble the
Bank to increese its note issue 0 as to remedy the
inconvenience which is a present felt in consequence of
the inadequate supply of notes. The provison requiring the
depost of dallars equad in vadue to the excess issue
provides security for the notes. Some gentleman spoke ot
me the other day and asked me why a deposit of one-third
of the notes issued in excess should not be conddered
aufficient, and seemed to uggest thet the Government was
acting hardly on the Bank in requiring them to find dollar
for dollar. 1, however, pointed out that the propostion to
depost dollar for dollar came from the manager of the
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank himsdlf. He asked that the
Secretary of State might be communicated with, and that
his permission to bring forward an Ordinance of this kind
might be obtained. That was done and the Secretary of
Sate agreed to it, but stipulated that the change in the law
should only continue in force for aperiod of one year from
the date of its coming into operation. Before the end of that
time the matter can be considered again, and whatever
course is found to be desrable will be adopted. Whether
the Bank will be permanently dlowed to issue in excess of
their paid up capitd | do nat know. In the meantime |
understand thet the notes a the present time are extremdy
sarce It is certanly very satidfactory to find that whilst
some few years ago the Chinese preferred solid slver to
anything inthe shape of paper security they have now such

confidence in the note dirculation of our leading banks that
they prefer notesto silver. Onthe other hand it issomewhat
unsatisfactory to fed thet the demand for notes is greater
than thelegd supply. Hitherto it has not been dlowable for
the Bank to issue and put in dirculation alarger amount of
notesthan the paid-up capitd, and in addition the Bank has
hed to keep an amount of coin or bullion equd to one-third
of the notes issued. It is now proposed that the Bank shdll
be dlowed to issue in excess of the paid-up capitd, which
isten millions | think that when it is remembered thet the
Bank hes alarge reserve and iswilling to deposit dollar for
dollar issued in excess we shdl not object to medt the
public convenience by granting the Bank'srequest.

The Actin CoLoniAL SecreTary— beg to second.
Carried.

The Attorney-GeneraL—| beg to move tha the
Council reolve itsdf into committee to condder the Bill in
Oetall.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary—! beg to second.

Caried.

The Bill was then submitted section by section, but no
dlteration was suggested.

The Attorney-GeneraL— beg leave to move thet the
Coundil reume.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary—! beg to second.
Caried.

The AttorNEY-GENERAL—T here has been no dterdion
in committee. | beg to move tha this Bill be read a third
time and pased.

The Actin CoLoniAL SecreTary— beg to second.

Carried.

ADIOURNMENT.

The Council then adjourned until the 3rd Augud a
threeo'dock.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was then held, the
Hon. T. Sercombe Smith (Acting Colonid Secretary)
presiding.

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were reed and
confirmed.

VOTESRECOMMENDED.

Thefollowing votes were recommended:—

A sum of one thousand four hundred and nine dollars
($1,409), being a gratuity to Mr. R. M. Jameson, late
Assgtant Magter, Queen's College.

The AcTting CoLoNIAL SECRETARY—MT. Jameson
retired on account of ill-headth. Heis not entitled to a
gratuity, but as he has been



in the sarvice nine and a hdf years it was decided to
recommend a chariteble gratuity for him.

A sum of four hundred and seven dollars ($407) in ad
of the vote "Hedth Officer of the Port for repars to
Launch.

A sum of seven hundred and forty-seven dollars ($747)
in ad of the vote "Miscdlaneous Works" Public Works
Department.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SecrRETARY—ThiS vote is on
account of the necessity which has latidy arisen of erecting
a mortuary. It was found thet some inconvenience had
occurred, and it was decided to remedy the inconvenience
by erecting thismortuary.

A sum of three thousand two hundred and forty dollars
($3,240) in ad of the vote "Repairs to Epidemic Hulk
Hygeia."

The Acting CoLoniaL SecreTary—The sum of $1,000
was provided in the estimates for the Hygeia, but she has
been thoroughly overhauled and an additiond $2,240 is
reguired.

A am of four thousand dollars ($4,000) for the
extenson and improvement of the Centrd Fire Brigade
Stetion.

The AcTiNg CoLONIAL SECRETARY—I am sure any
gentleman who hasvisited the Centrd Fre Station will quite
agreethat it has hitherto been somewhat insanitary and thet
the accommodation has been very meagre. His Excellency
the Officer Adminigtering the Government in company with
the Captain Superintendent of Police, the Director of Public
Works, and myself visited it some time ago, and Mr.
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Ormsby reported that the most economica way of deding
with it would be to put on another torey, and this is the
cogt of the upper sorey. It will make the place a greet dedl
more commodious and hedlthy.

A aum of five hundred and fourteen dollars and thirty
cents ($614.30) in ad of the folowing votes —(a)
Executioner's fee and inflicting corpora punishment $100,
(b) Ret of quarters for Superintendent and Warders
$414.30.

The Acting-CoLoniaL Secretary—This is owing to a
larger number of executionsthan usud. With regard to b, it
has been found necessary in carrying out the dterations in
the gaol to turn the warders out of their quarters and to rent
a house a 18, Hollywood Road a $75. Only $300 was
voted for quarters

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommends the Council to vote asum of twelve thousand
and fifty dollars ($12,050) in ad of the following votes—
Police. (a) Passages and bonuses, $9,700 (b) Clothing and
accoutrements, $2,200 (€) Bedding and mess utensls
$150.

The Acming CoLoNIAL SecreTARY—IN explandtion of
this | beg to state that the passages of retiring policemen
and of policemen who have come out to take ther places
have cogt aconsderable sum, and the amount for passages
and bonusesis therefore larger. Items (b) and (¢) are dueto

dropin exchange.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Committee then adjourned.




