HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

10tH OCTOBER, 1898.

PrRESENT—

His ExceLLency the Acting GoveERnor, Mgor-
Gengd Buack, C. B. (Officer Commanding the
Troops).

Hon. T. SmwcomBe SvimH (Acting Colonid
Saoretary).

Mr. H. E. PoLLock (Acting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Mader).

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent
of Police).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Acting Colonid Tressurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvissy (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. Ho K.

Hon. J. J. BELL-IRVING.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLe (Clerk of Coundils).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meting were reed

and adopted asacorrect record.

PAPERS.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SEcreTARY lad on thetable
the report of the Principa Civil Medicd Officer for
1897 and the repot of the Injurious Liquors
Commisson; and dso the report of the Finance
Committee (No. 6), moving the adoption of thelatter.

The AcTting CoLoNiAL TREASURER Seconded, and
the motion was carried.

THE SSGNBOARDSAT LODGING-HOUSES.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SecreTarY —| have the
honour to move the fdlowing resolution, which
gands in my name—That the fdlowing resolution
pasd by the Sanitary Board on 22nd Septembe,
1898, be gpproved by the Legidative Council:—
"That byelaws 9 of the byelaws made by the Board
on the 13th day of March, 1891, and amended on the
2nd day of April, 1891, for the licenang, regulaion,
and sanitary maintenance of common lodging-houses,
under sub-section 12 of section 13 of Ordinance 24 of
1887 and sub-section D of section 1 of Ordinance 26
of 1890, be revoked." The byelaw of quedion isthat
which refers to the pladng in Sgnboards outsde

common lodging-houses and to the keeping in the
rooms of lodging-houses of a board showing the
number of personsdlowed to inhabit thet room.

This was seconded by the Acting CoLoNAL
TREASURER and carried.

The DiIrRecTor oF PusLIc Works—I rise to move
the fdlowing.—"Be it resolved by the Legidative
Council that the percentages on the vaudion of
tenements, paydble as raes in the village of
Hunghom be dtered from 103/4 to 121/4 per cent.
andinthevillage of Mongkoktsui from 9to 101/2 per
cent." Thisresolution proposesto add 11/2 per cert. to
the rates now paid in these vill ages to meet the cogt of
gaslighting. the mains having been extended to both
thesevillages

The Acting CoLoNIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motionwascaried.

NATURALISATION.

On the mation of the AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the Acting CoLoNIAL SEcreTARY, the
firg reading of a Bill entitted an Ordinance for the
Naturdization of one Un Chung Wo dias Un Oi U
diasUnHi dias Un Kwok Hi was passed.

THEESTIMATES.

The AcTiNnG CoLoNIAL SEcReTARY —I beg to move
the second reading of the Bill entitled an ordinanceto
apply asum not exceeding $2,587,898.80 to the
public service of the year 1899. | think it may
expedite materslater oninthe course of thismesting
if 1 now make afew remarks upon thisBill and upon
theestimates Thetotd estimated revenuefor the year
1899 is $2,886,137, and the total estimated
expenditure chargeable against revenue
$2,874,271.80, leaving abalance on the budget in
favour of revenue of $11,865.20. A few points have
occurred to me asrequiring alittle explanation in
regard to these estimates. Inthe Colonid Secretary's
department honourable members will notice that
there are two more cadets provided for



next year. At the examination held thisyear in London
under the Indian Civil Service Regulationstwo cadets
wereto be selected. The next department which | shall
dedl with isthe Post Office. Honourable memberswill
notice that the expenditure at the Pogt Officefor 1899 is
estimated a $25,000 more than the expenditure for the
year 1898. There are various causes which account for
theincrease Therearetheusud dipulated increments of
sary; the extension of the business of the money order
and registration branches has necessitated the
gopointment of new clerks, and two branch post offices
have been opened, one at Kowloon and one in the
western part of the city inthe midst of the chief Chinese
trading digtrict. Rent hasto be pad for these offices, and
officials have been provided to manage them. Two
probationers have aso been appointed at very small
sdaries, 5o that when vacancies occur they may gointo
harness at once with some knowledge of the business.
Our share of themail subsdy hasbeen increased and on
acocount of theincrease of businessthetrangt chargesare
more. The next department towhich | shdl dludeisthe
educational department. Honourable members will
observe that the difference between the estimated
expenditurefor 1899 and the estimated expenditure for
1898is$6,000. | fed sure, S, that honourable members
will concur in the action of the Government in
establishing, subject to the sanction of the Secretary of
State, a public school at Kowloon. The cost of
maintaining that school is put down a $3,888. The rest
of the extraexpenditurein the education department is
dueto an increasein the Queen's College. That increase
may be explained as follows.—One senior master
resigned in the course of the year; and in order to carry
out better the policy inaugurated by Sir William
Robinson of giving Chinese an English education rather
than an educetion in their own language, three junior
grade masters have been gppointed in lieu of one senior
master. With regard to both these schools—Queen's
College and Kowloon School—1 wish to say that from
Kowloon School it is anticipated that $1,500 will be
derived in fees, and that from the Queen's College,
wherethe fees have lately been raised, it isanticipated
that therewill be anincresse of Some $5,000. Thesetwo
sums, amounting to $6,500, more than cover the extra
expenditure contemplated in the education department.
Asto the medica department, the difference thereis
some $4,500, and if honourable memberswill turnto
page 35 of the detail s of expenditure and about aquarter
down the page against the figure 4 they will see,
"Provisions for patients,” "Bedding and clothing,"
"Medical and surgica appliances." These show an
increase of $4,500, which isdueto thefact that there are
alarger number of patients—the Civil Hospitd isbetter
petronised, | hope by the Chinese—and dso thet the rate
of exchange entails alarger expenditure in dollarsthan
has hitherto been the case. Honourable memberswill
remember that about this time last year, when the
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estimates were before them, the question of raising the
feesfor medical attendance in the Government Civil

Hospital was gone into, and in accordance with the
feding of the Coundil a thet time, the feeswere raised,

theincrease dating from firgt January, 1898. Theresultis
that the fees for 1898 have exceeded those for the
previous year by $5,000. With regard to the police
department, there we have a difference of $7,500
between the estimated expenditure for 1899 and the
estimated expenditure for 1898. If honourable members
will refer to page 38 of the details of expenditure they
will seethat for the detective force the sum has been
increased from $1,056 to $2,124, which increaseis
explained in the foot-note as follows —"Of theincrease
of $1,068 $900 is for European detectives, and the
balance ($168) isto admit of the detective allowance of

$2 amonth being paid to the whole of the Chinese
detective Sff." | fed surethat the Council will agreethat
it is better, asrecent events have shown, to endeavour to
put your men out of the reach of atemptation to which
unfortunately some have given way. Another reason for
theincreeseisthat indl policeforces, nearly, | am given
to understand, thereisadigtinction in pay between the
detective force and the uniform force, and that the
uniform force in Hongkong has opportunities of

obtaining allowances —such as by joining the Fire
Brigade— not open to the detective force. Asit was
desired to have the best men of theforcein the detective
branch the Government have thought it advisable to
grant these dlowances. Thenext itemsto which | would
call attention are "Passages and bonuses in lieu of
passage $15,000" (againgt $13,000), the increase being
due to fall in exchange, and "Clothing and
accoutrements $12,000" (against $10,000), dso dueto
the fall in exchange. Then | come to the item
"Temporary ration alowanceto Indian police $1,540.30.

| may explain to the Council that sometime ago the
Indian police petitioned for adight increase of pay, or at
any ratefor someincreasein ration alowance, owing to
the risein the price of flour and other articles of food.

The matter was considered by the Executive Council,

and it was proposed to ask the Secretary of State to
sanction thisincrease, which a preserntisonly tobeof a
temporary nature. With regard to the sanitary departmert,
thereisadifference in the estimate for 1899 and thet for
1898 of $8,000. | believe no member of this Counail will

dissent from the view that it is absolutdy necessary in
the interests of the sanitation of the colony to increase
our senitary gtaff. Itisin order to meet that increase that
an extraexpenditurefor 1899 isessentid and that your
are asked to vote it. In 1898 we had



one senior ingoector and 12 other ingpectors For 1899 it
is proposed to have one chief ingoector from England,
fivefirg dassingoectors, Sx second dassingpectors and
gx third dassingpectors a gaff which | bdieveis about
equd to the stff employed in England a New-castle-on
Type a town where the populdion is less then thet of
Hongkong, and where the habits of the people and the
nature of the dimeate render it not so necessary to have o
big a g4t as in Hongkong. If honourable members wiill
turn to page 44 they will seetheitem, 10 cover cod of
rengd increese of sdaies of Chinese employes
$14,000." Some time ago the Chinese employes of the
Government petitioned for an increese of dary. That
petition was refarred to a smdl committee composed of
the Honourable Colonia Tressurer, the Honourable We
A Yuk, and Mr. Edward Obsorne. Ther report has gone
home to the Secretary of State and was in favour of an
increase on a certain scde being granted to the Chinese
employes Thisincrease when worked out totdled up to
$14,000. and it is hoped that there will be no opposition
on the part of this Coundil to thet vote baing indluded in
this year's Bill. With regard to public works recurrert,
nothing occurs to me to which it is necessary to dlude,
and | pass on to the "Public works extraordinary.” The
powder magezine a Stonecutters Idand (estimated cost
$50,000) is being huilt a the earmnest request of the
Generd Commeanding the forces in the colony after an
interchange of views between the Colonid Office and
War Office As to the item "Public Works department
store $18,000," you know that it is not safe to put
anything in the dilapidated building usad hitherto; it is
therefore necessary that we should have another one,
expecidly in view of the fact thet it will probably be
necessary to pull down Crashy's Sore to meke way for
the new Pog Office. With regard to the item "No. 7
Police Station $65,000," the amount was induded in last
year's estimate, and the sum of $6,000 was provided last
year to begin the recondruction of this gation, but it was
found impossibleto go on with thework, and it is hoped
that this gation, which is certainly in need of being re-
built, will be commenced and carried through next yesr.
With regard to the item "Char shdter a the Pesk
$4,300." as that matter is now being discussad in the
press| will content mysdlf with saying thet it iswith very
great regret the Government hasleft it out. The etimated
revenue only excesds the esimated expenditure by
$11,865, which isa very narrow margin, and one which
the Secretary of State will probably require to be
increesad. Therefore, it may be necessary to saarifice
other items Ancther item in the "Public works
extreordinary” is "Dignfector dation and ingpector's
quarters $12,000." the present disinfector is Stuated in a
podition neer the quarters of the nurdng sgters attached
to the Government Civil Hospitd, andismore or less of
anuisance to them, and it is proposed to trandfer it to a
gtea Tapingshen and to build quarters for an ingpector
and codlies. Asto theitem "Two public latrines $5,000."
it may be passad over without any more remark, as the
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accommodation provided by such conveniences in the
colony isvery inaufficient and should beincressed. With
regard to the "Weaehing tanks a Ta Hang $4,400." a
presant | undersand a good ded of public washing is
done a Ta Hang in various podls up the same stream,
and it is now proposad to put a series of tanks side by
Sde S0 that every dhobie will get equally dean water.
$2,000is provided for the placing of wellsin villages not
yet supplied with water. It isimportant thet dl places not
yet reeched by the water systemn should if possble have
agood supply of fresh weter, S0 thet the sanitary date of
villages may be improved. $40,000 is provided towards
the Governor's pesk residence in accordance with
ingructions from the Secretary of Sate and $16,000
towards laying out Farm Lot 1 and Training Nullah &
Yaumeti. The Crown rert on the od Farm Lot is &s
nothing compared with whet will be received when
houses are built upon it, and in addition the Government
will be recaiving rates. Provison ismede for anew shed
a the swine depot & Kennedytown. The depat is a
present inauffidient for the accommodation of the swine
brought here and the sooner we can get the new shdter
built the better, asit will be aremunerative undertaking.
With these few remarks | beg to move the second
reeding of theBill.

The ACTING CoLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
themation wascarried.

The edimates were then refered to the FHnence
Committee, His Excdlency vecating the chair for the
time being and being succesded by the Acting Colonid
Saoretary.

Hon. C. P CHATER—On pege 36 | see "Pdlice
Magistrate and Corone $7,800, the esimate for this year
$7.200" and | e a the foot note "Reduction on new
gopointment.” 1 should like to know whether the new
gppaintment has been made.

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY —| am as yet
unable to gate whether the new appointment has been
made. The Secretary of State has had it in hismind to
reduce the sdlary on the new gppointment being medeto
$500 amonth. Thet isto mekethe sdary thesame asthat
of the office of Chief Magidtrate at Singgpore, and this
Government has made representationsthat in the event
of the Police Magidrate and Coroner being one and the
same person the sum of $7,200 would probably be more
just. However, the matter hes not yet been decided by the
Secretary of State, and as he has not sent to us adefinite
answer we have put our recommendation in the
e s t i m a t e s



Hon. C. P CHater—ANd isit the intention of the
Governmet to increese the number of Magidrates
from onetotwo?

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTARY—I| have heard
of nointimation to that effect.

Hon. C. P CHater — Unde the heading
"Miscdlaneous savices' | seetheitem "Commission
to Crown agents, $1,600 in 1898 and $2,500 for
1899," and | ohsarve afoot note, "'Increase on account
of Crown agents charge of 1 per cent. on fraght and
insurance of sores” | should like to have some
explanaion on thissubject.

The Acting CoLoniaL Secretary —When the
Crown agents put this charge of 1 per cant. on freight
and insurance |, as Tregsurer, protested agand it on
the ground that it was not in accordance with the
regulations and that it was a charge contrary to all
commerdd pradtice The Secrdary of Sate, however,
will not rdieve usfromthiscommisson.

Hon. C. P CHatER—Are there any returns for
freight and insurance?

The ActiNg CoLoNIAL SecreTARY—I do nat think
thereis

Hon. C. P. CHater—I beieve there arereturns. Do
we get them or do the Crown agents?

The Acting CoLoNIAL TREASURER—| have never
senay.

It was decided that the Acting Colonid Secretary
should enquire asto thisreturn.

Hon. C. P CHATER—On the same page isan, item
Exchange Compensation for 1898, $85,000 whilst
the esimatefor 1899 s put down a $95,000.

(4)

How isthisarrived at?

The Acting CoLoniaL SecreTary —We fix the
doller a 1s 11d. thisyear. Ladt year it wasfixed a 1s.
ad.

Hon. C. P. CHatER—Then the item ought to have
beenles

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTaRy —It ought to
have bean less but there may be more recaving
compensdtion. and thefiguresfor 1898 now probably
under estimated.

Hon. C. P CHAaTER—Surdly not to thet extert.

The Acting CoLONIAL SECRETARY promised to
givethe unofficid membersthe particulars

The Councl subsequently resumed, His
Excdlency returning tothe chair.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SecreTary —| - have the
honour to report that the Appropiation Bill for 1899
has been congdered by the Finance Commiittee and
that there are no objections to the items. | now have
the honour to move tha this Coundl go into
committee on the Bill and consder it dause by
dause

TheAcTing CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded.

The Bill having been consdered in committee the
Coundil again resumed, and on the mation of the
Acting CoLoniAL - SecreTaRy, Sseconded by the
Acting CoLoniAL TREASURER, the Bill was read a
third time and passd.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Coundil then adjourned snedie.




