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1st FEBRUARY, 18909.

PRESENT: —

His ExCELLENCY the GOVERNOR, St Henry BLAKE,
GCMG.

His ExceLLEnCY Mgor-Generd GAscoiGNE CM.G.
(Officer Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. T. SercomBe SwitH  (Acting Colonid
Saretay).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Acting Attorney-Generdl).

Hon. R. MuURRAY RumMsEY (Harbour Magter).

Hon. FE H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Police).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Acting Colonid Treeaurer).

Hon. R. D. OrvisY (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal.

Hon. E.R. BeLILIoS, CM.G.

Hon.J. J BELL-IRVING.

Hon. We A Y UK.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLE (Clerk of Coundls).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were reed and
adopted asacorrect record.

THE PROPOSED NEW GOVERNMENT

BUILDINGS

Hon. E. R. BELILIos—Your Excdlency, | beg to give
notice that at the next mesting of the Legidative Coundl
| intend to ask the following quesions—(1) Will the
Government sate why, asthe stesfor the proposad new
Law Courtsand new Pog Office have been sdected, and
the plansof theformer, a any rate, have been considered,
depsare nat taken to cary the proposas into effect? (2)
Will the Government sate whether the Secrdary of State
for the Colonies has sanctioned the scheme for the new
public buildings above mentioned just put before him by
the Government?

His EXCELLENCY—I do not think you can submit
thefirg question, because | think you will seeif you refer
to "Paliamentary Practice' thet it is hardly in order. The
question asks for an opinion. You can ask a quedtion of
fact, but when you ask why a cartain thing has not been
done, | do nat think that can be put to the Government.
The second question is quite in order. | should suggest
that the other question should be remoddled into a
resolution.

Hon. E R. BeuiLios—Your Excdlency. | might
amend the question by griking out the word "why." It is
immaterid whether theword "why" isthereor not.

HIS ExceLLency—I am drad you will find it
difficult to ddete the word without dtering the question.
You can condder the meatter and put it in some other
form.

Hon. C. P CHATER—Your Excdlency, the hon.
member can two days pievious to any medting send in

notice of question—

His ExceLLENcY —Thisisnot amatter of noice Itis
amatter asto the form of the quedion. The form of the
guestion, as you will observe, isametter of opinion why
the Government has not done this; thet or the ather thing.
| think the question must be asto ametter of fact.

Hon. C. P CHaTER—I how to your ruling. Perhaps |
did not express mysdf properly. | meant that the hon.
member could dter his question so asto bring it within
therules and put it in two days before the meeting.

Hon. E. R. BeLILios—Your Excdlency if | reed the
guestion in the fallowing manner probably it would suit
your Excdlency's views—Will the Government date
whether or not the Stes for the proposed new Law
Courts and new Pog Office have been selected, and the
plans of the former, a any rate, have been consdered,
why seps are nat teken to carry the proposas into
effect?'

His ExceLLENcY —The fird part is quite in order. If
the hon member will consder the mater while the
procesdings are going on, he will be dle to get it
amended

Subssquently Mr. BeuiLios having re-drafted his
guestions got up to reed them, but

HisExceLLencyY remarked—It isnot necessary when
giving natice of question to read the question. It is the
usd custom in Paliament smply to hend in the
guestion, and then these maters can be sattled with the
dek.

THE ANANCE REPORT.

Thereport of the Finance Committee (No. 1) waslad
on the teble and adopted, on the motion of the ACTING
CoLonAL - SECRETARY, ssconded by the ACTING
CoLONIAL TREASURER.

THELAW RELATING TO PRISONS

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg leave to
movethefirg reading of aBill entitled an Ordinanceto
amend and consolidate the law relating to Prisons. Asl
shall have at the next meeting of the Council to move
some amendments in committee, and asit is very
desirable that the new rules and regulations under this
Bill should be passed very shortly, | proposeto indicate
to honourable members the amendmentswhich | shall
have to movein committee. In thelagt line of section 4
"The Ordinance" ought to read "ThisOrdinance™ andin
clause 5 it seems to me, subject to the opinion of
honourable members, that the words " gopointed thereto
under the provisonsof thisOrdinance," wordswhich are
i n s e c¢c t i o n 4
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of Ordinance 18 of 1885, are superfluous Thenindause
13 ingteed of "the regulations of a prison” | think the
words"prison rules or regulaions' would be gopropriate,
and in line 4 of dause 13 | think "rules’ insead of
"regulations’ would be the proper word to use, or "rules
or regulaions” With regard to dause 17 of the Bill, that
is a dause which honourable members will have to
condder very carefully. It hasbeen copied verbatim from
section 16 of Ordinance 18 of 1885. It ssemsto me thet
the dauseis unnecessary, that it has no red sgnificance,
and may be ligble to miscongruction, and | think that &
the next medting of the Coundil honourable members
will have to condder whether dause 17 cannot be taken
out of the Bill dtogether. In dause 18 of the Bill insteed
of sying "Every warder or other subordinate prison
officer” it would be sufficient to say "Eveary prison
officer" and grike out the words "Wearder or" inline 3 of
thet dause | think theseare dl| theamendments o far as
| know which | propose to move in committee & the
next megting of the Councl and | hope tha in the
meantime honourable members will consider the paints
| have indicated. There is another point which the
Colonid Secretary reminds me of. Section 19 refers to
meking rules as to the remission of a portion of the
sentence passed upon prisoners. Some question has been
rased as to whether tha would or would not infringe
upon the prerogaive of the Crown, because the
Govenor has by |etters patert in this colony power to
remit sentences | must say thet it ssemsto me, sofer asl
have goneinto the matter, that such aprovisonin dause
19 of the Bill would not infringe upon the prerogetive of
the Governor to remit sentences, because the provisions
of the rules and regulaionsin regard to the remission of
sentences Smply and solely rdate to a prisoner being
able by good conduct to obtain autormatically, so to gpeek,
the remission of his sentence. Of course thet is a point
perhaps which honourable members would like to
condder between this and the next medting of the
Coundil. It sseems to me s far as | have gone into the
matter thet there is no difficulty of that sort. With these
remarks| beg leave to movethefird reeding of theBill.

The AcTING CoLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and the
motionwas carried.

NATURALISATION.

The Bill entitled an Ordinance for the Naurdization
of Mak Ngan Wan, dias Mak Chin K, dias Mak Sui
Nin, dias Mak Yat Wo, diss Mak Sun, was reed a
ssoondtime

THEHONGKONG BANK NOTE ISSUE.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg leave to
move the sscond reading of the Bill etitled an
Ordinance to amend Ordinance 5 of 1866 and the
Hongkong and Shangha Bank Ordinance Amendment
Ordinance, 1882. Honourable members will remember
that eerly in the year 1898 Ordinance No. 6 of 1898 was
pased authorisng an excess note issue by the
Hongkong and Shangha Banking Corporation. On the

Ordinance being sant home the Secrelary of State came
to the condusion thet it was incomplete in two respects,
which are mentioned in the objects and reasons a the
foot of the Bill, namdy:— (1.) That it does nat embody
the arrangement which was made with the Bank in 1839
with regard to the security for its ordinary noteissue, and
(2) Thet it does not provide with sufficent clearmness that
the deposit which is reguired in respect of the excess
note issUe is to be under the custody of the Colonid
Saoretary and the Colonid Treasurer and not under thet
of the Bank." | beg to move the second reeding of the
Bill.

The AcTING CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded and the
motion wascarried.

The Coundil then went into committee to consider the
Bill dause by dause No dterations were made, and on
the Coundil resuming, the Bill was reed athird time and
pased, on the motion of the ACTING ATTORNEY-
GeNeraL, seoonded by the Acting CoLONIAL
SECRETARY.

THE PUBLIC BUILDINGSORDINANCE.

On the moation of the ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL,
seconded by the AcTiNG COLONIAL SECRETARY, the
second reading of the Bill entitted an Ordinance to
amend Ordinance 8 of 1870 (Public Buildings) was

The Coundil then went into committee to consder the
Bill dause by dause and no dterations being mede, on
the Coundl resuming the Bill was reed a third time and
pesed, on the motion of the ACTING ATTORNEY-
GeNeraL, seoonded by the Acting CoLONIAL
SECRETARY.

THE RESERVATION OF SUNG WONG TO.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg leave to
move the second reading of the Bill entitted an
Ordinance to provide for the resarvation of certain land
a British Kowloon known as Sung Wong Toi or Sung
Wong T'ong. As honourable members will see from the
datement of the objects and reasons attached to the Bill,
the object of this Bill is to presarve in perpeluity a very
interesing monument at British Kowloon. It is a very
cdebrated rock with an higtoric inscription uponit. | beg
to move the second reeding of the Bill.

The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY Seconded, and the
motion wascarried.

The Coundil then went into committee to consider the
Bill dause by dause, and no dterations baing made, on
the Coundl resuming the Bill was reed a third time and
pased, on the motion of the ACTING ATTORNEY-
GENerAL, seconded of the AcTING  CoLONIAL
SECRETARY.



THE DOGSORDINANCE.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg leave to
move the sscond reading of the Bill etitled an
Ordinance to amend the Dogs Ordinance, 1893. As
honourable members will sse from the Satement of the
objects and ressons ettached to this Bill, the object of the
Bill is to enlarge the power to make regulations, which
was origindly conferred upon the Governor-in-Counail
to meke regulations relaing to theimportation of dogs It
samad advissble & the same time to increese the
maximum pendty which could be imposed under
section 6 of thet Ordinance from ten to one hundred
dollars, which latter fine is the maximum laid down in
the Singgpore and Mdacca Dog Regulaions. It seemed
d dedrdble to goedfy a maximum tem  of
imprisonment in default of payment of the fine | beg
leaveto movethe second reeding.

The AcTiING CoLONIAL SECRETARY Sseconded, and the
motionwascarried.

The Counal then went into committee to consder the
Bill dause by dause, and no dterations being made, on
the Coundil resuming the Bill was reed a third time and
pased, on the motion of the ACTING ATTORNEY-
GENERAL, soonded by the Acting  CoLoniAL
SECRETARY.

THE REGULATION OF VEHICLES

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg leave to
move the second reading of the Bill etitled an
Ordinance for the Regulaion of Vehides Honourable
members will see that the object of this Bill is to lay
down the rule of the road in this colony. Section 3
provides for the ordinary rule of the road for vehides
section 4 provides for the ordinary rule of theroad for a
passing vehide; and section 5 dedls with the carrying of
lights. It may be noted with regard to section 5 that this
legidation gopliesto private vehides aswel asto public
vehides, and | think that honourable members of the
Coundl will agree with me when | sy it is equdly
necessary that privete vehicdles should carry lightsas well
as public vehides With regard to dause 6 of the Bill, |
propose to move in committee an amendment in line
one, insating the word "pusher” between the words
"drawer” and “"rider." That will meke dause 6 in
conformity with dause 5, which spesks of a person
"driving, drawing, pushing, riding," etc. Honoureble
members will see that dause 6 provides thet no person
shdl by negligence or wilful misbehaviour cause any
hurt or damege to any person, horse, catle, or goods
conveyed in any vehides passng or being upon any
drest or road, or if the vehicle be drawvn by a horse or
other animd shdl negligently or wilfully be a such
digtance from such vehide or in such aStuation whilst it
shdl be passing upon such Sret or roed thet he cannot
have the direction and government of the horse or
animd drawing the same, or dhdl leave any vehide
dravn by a horse or other animd unattended in any
dregt or road or a& awy place of public resort or
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entertainment, whether such vehidleshd| behired or not,
or shdl leave any vehide on such dtregt or road s asto
obgruct the passage thereof.” Clause 7 gives power to
the Governor in Coundil to make bye-lavs Indause 81
propose to make an amendment in line 4 by subgtituting
for the word "person” the words "any member of the
paliceforce” | think honourable memberswill probebly
agree that it would be undesirable to give to any person,
whoever he might be, the power of arresting any other
person with or without warrant. With regard to the latter
pat of dause 8, thet is taken from the Highways Adt at
home, which endbles the Police Magidrate if a person
refusesto disdlose hisname "to procesd againg himby a
description of his person and the offence only without
adding any name or designdion.” In dause 9 the Bill
provides a pendlty for abreech of the Ordinance or any
byelaw made under it. | beg to move the second reeding
of theBill.

The ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the
motionwascarried.

The Coundl then went into committee to consider the
Bill dauseby dause

When they came to dause 6 the HARBOUR MASTER
uggested thet the words "if the vehide be drawvn by a
horse or other enimd” and the words "the horse or
animd drawing” should be ddeted 0 that persons in
charge of vehides other then those dravn by horses
might beinduded.

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLice did not
agree with the suggedion. He added thet the vehides
refered to were trucks and trollies which were
sometimes laden with loads which were light but bulky,
ad it was redly an imposshility that every person
behind such avehide should have the view of what was
directly infront.

The HARBOUR MASTER—The Honourable Captain
Superintendent of Police is quite right in saying | refer
chiefly to trallies. | think they are most dangerous. |
come acrass them near my office on a geep hill with a
load probably some eight feat above the wheds The
trally isguided by aman who is behind and who cannot
possibly ssewhereheisgoing. It isdrawn by Sx or eght
men with ropes, who do not care how the thing goes
They let it go down as it pleases and | think thet is a
great danger.

His ExceLLENcY—As a mdter of fact do these men
who pull a theropelet it run down-hill?

The HARBOUR MASTER—They do not guide it. It is
left with the man behind, who cannot see where it goes
to. Sometimes a man waks by the Sde and directs the
mean behind.
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The CaPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLICE —AS a
metter of fact, in compiling my officid report last year
| looked through the records of accidents caused by
trollies and other vehides in the sreats, and | think
there are less of such accidentsin this ity than there
aein any other city of the same Sze The accidents
causd by trollies lagt year reached the "large” totd of
two.

HisExceLLENCY put the metter to the vote with the
result that four (Mgor-Generd Goscoigne, the Hon.
We A Yuk, the Hon. E. R. Bdlilios, and the Harbour
Magter) voted for the wordsin question to be left out,
the rest of the Coundl (with the exception of His
Excdlency, who did not vote) being againgt.

With regard to the amendment proposed by the
Attorney-Generd to dause 8—subdiituting for the
word "person’ the words "member of the palice
forcd'—some objection wes raised by the Acting
CoLoNIAL SecreTaRy and Dr. Ho Kl

His ExceLLency —| have jugt been asking the
Attorney-Gengrd what hes been the common
prectice here. It drikes me that if a man does you a
persond damage you have the right to detain him
until a policeman comes. Otherwiseaman might take
my coat and tear it up and wak away because there
was no policeman standing by.

The CaPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLicE —1 think
it will be better for the dause to reed "any member of
the policeforce™ It will be much sHer.

The HarsourR-MAsTER—I suggedt it should be
"any police officer on his own obsarvation or on the
goplication of any person who shal see the offence
committed.”

His ExcaLLency (to the Captain Superintendent of
Police)—Would it not be the duty of the congtable to
detain any person and get hisname and addressin the
caxof any complaint being madeto him?

The CaAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLIcE —Yes, g,
itwould.

His ExceLLeEncy—Then what is the necessity of
this?

The Hon. Dr. Ho Kal suggested that the
amendment should be withdrawn.

The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I do not think |
dould withdraw the amendment; it would be
dangerous

The CapTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLice —In the
exiding law deding with vehidesand so forth—14 of
1845—the power isvegted in the palice officers of the
colony. If a man is knocked down by a ricksha he
accompanies the codlie to the nearest condable and
gives him into cugtody. | do not think any necessity
hes yet aisen or been shown for giving thee
exceptiond powersto thegenerd public, and | think it
is undesrable in this colony, where you have alarge
number of netiondities, and especidly somewho are
by no meansdisndined to exerdse agood ded more
power than they have any right to. | refer to the
Chinese, who ae vay fond of taking upon
themsdves power which redly belongsto the police.

The AcTing CoLoNIAL SECRETARY —| SUggest we
should deete the words "any person who dhdl see
such offence committed” and subditute *any member
of thepaliceforce"

Thiswas agreed to and the Bill passed through the
committeedage.

THELAW RELATING TO SOLICITORS

The ssoond reading of the Bill entited An
Ordinance to amend the law rdaing to Soliators of
the Supreme Court was on the Orders of the Day, but
the ACTING ATTORNEY -GENERAL asked that it
might be postponed so that he might congder catain
uggestions mede by the Judges of the Supreme
Court which hed been handed to him only the day
before.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Coundl then adiourned until Wednesday,

February 8th.




