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8tH FEBRUARY, 1899.

PRESENT: —

His ExceLLENCY the GOVERNOR, St Henry BLAKE,
GCMG.

His ExceLLENCY Mgor-Generd GAscoigNE CM.G.
(Officer Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. J. H. StewaRT LockHART (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Acting Attorney-Generdl).

Hon. R. MurraY Rumsey (Harbour Magter).

Hon. FE H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Police).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Tressurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvissy (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. E.R. BeLiLios CM.G.

Hon.J. J BELL-IRVING.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLE (Clerk of Coundls).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting were reed and

adopted asacorrect record.
PAPERS

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the teble the report
of the Head Master of Quean's Collegefor the year 1898
and the report of the Superintendent of Victoria Gaol for
thesameyear.

THE PROPOSED NEW GOVERNMENT OFFICES

TheHon. E. R. BeLILIOS said—1 have sent a.copy of
thefollowing questionsto the Clerk of Coundils: (1) Will
the Government date whether or not stes for the
proposad new Law Courts and for the new Pog Office
have been Hected? (2) Will the Government date
whether the plans for the aove-named buildings have
been consdered, and whether they are prepared to
recommend such plans for adoption? (3) Will the
Government date whether the Secretary of State for the
Colonies has sanctioned any scheme for the erection of
the new public offices above-named put before him by
the Government?

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY —In reply to the fird
question | have to date thet the Ste sdected for the new
Law Courtsisasteimmediatdy north of the Ste of the
City Hdl on the Praya Redamaion Ground. With
regard to the second question, the Ste a present sdected
for the new Pogt Office is the site now occupied by the
Pogt Office and the Supreme Court or by a pertion of
thase buildings, but an offida deddon hes not been
arived &. No plans for the new Pog Office have been
conddered. As to the third question, the Secretary of
State has not sanctioned any scheme for the erection of
the new public offices refered to in the two previous
ansers

The Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—I intend to ask a few
questions & the next Coundil mesting, acopy of which |
will hend to the Clerk of Coundils for goprovd. They
will refer to the plat of land now lying fdlow and
Stuated to the north of thegadl and the Magidracy.

His ExceLLEncY—I have just been spesking to the
Clerk on the metter, and | think dl quedionsthat are to
be asked should gppeer in the orders of the day. | suggest
thet thisshould bedonein future

A NEEDLESSWARNING.

The CoLoNIAL SecreTARY—| have the honour to
move the fallowing resolution sanding in my name—
"Wheressit has been usud to warn officers gopointed to
the sarvice of this Colony since 1894, from a country
possessing agold stlandard of currency, thet the exchange
compensation dlowance on hdf their sdaries will be
granted to them so long asit isgranted to other members
of the sarvice, but that the continuance thereof is not
guarantead and it is subject to the annud vote of the
Coundil, and it is deemed thet such warning is cdculated
to deter digible persons from entering the public service,
it is hereby resolved tha it is expedient to discontinue
such warning in future, and to regard the compensation
a6 a pamanat but not as a pendongble emolument.”
The terms of the resolution are S0 dear thet | do not
congder any further comment is necessary fromme.

The CoLONIAL TREASURER seconded and the motion
wascaried

THELAWSRELATING TOMERCHANT

SHIPPING, ETC.

The ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL—I riseto movethe
firgt reading of aBill entitled an Ordinenceto consolidete
and amend the Laws rdaing to Merchant Shipping, the
duties of the Habour Mage, the contrd and
management of the waters of the Colony, and the
regulation of vessds navigding the same. At the next
mesting of the Coundl in moving the second reading |
proposeto move thet this Bill be referred to the Standing
Law Committeefor condderation.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY Ssconded.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD — On former
occasons when Bills have been introduced into this
Coundil in connection with the merchant shipping it hes
been uaud for the Government to forward copiesfor the
condderation of the Chamber of Commerce, who have
practicd knowledge of the shipping, and thar
uggestions have been invited. Perhaps on this occason
theusud course might befollowed?
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His ExceLLency—I do not know what the custom

has been. Infact | know nothing about thisBill. | have
never seenit, but it ssemsto me asthefirg reading of
aBill isapurdy pro forma meter, condderable time
will dapsebefarethe Bill will bereed asecondtime |
think a.copy of the Bill might be sert to the Chamber
of Commerce, and no doubt the committee would be
vay glad to have ther opinion onit. It would be very
vduable | quite agree with the honourable member
onthe advishility of it.

It was undergtood thet a copy of the Bill should be
forwarded to the Chamber of Commerce

TheBill passed thefird reeding.

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE IN THE SUPREME
COURT.

The Acting ATTORNEY GeENeraL — | rise to
propoe the firgd reading of a Bill etitled an
Ordinance to consolidate and amend the Laws
relaing to Crimina Procedure in the Supreme Court.
At the next medting &fter the Bill has been reed a
second time | propose to move that the Bill be
referred to the Standing Law Committee.

The CoLoniAL SecrReTARY  seconded and  the
motion was carried.

THELAW RELATING TOPRISONS.
The AcTiNng ATTORNEY GENERAL—I riseto move

the second reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinanceto
amend and consolidate the Law rdating to Prisons.
Asl indicated to honourable members of this Coundil
when thisBill waslagt beforethe Council onthefirgt
reading, | shal have some amendmentsto movein
committee. Thefirst amendment which | shall have
tomoveisinthelast line of clause 4—to subgtitute
theword "this' for "the" before theword "ordinance.”
The next amendment which | propose to movein
committee isto strike out the words "appointed
thereto under the provisons of thisordinance’ which
occur at the end of clause 5. The next amendment
which | shdl haveto movein committee will bein
clause 13. Instead of "The regulations of aprison” |
proposeto subdtitute " prison rulesor regulaions” and
a the begining of line 4 of the same dause | propose
to substitute for "regulations' the words "rules or
regulations” Section 17 of the Bill ssemsto meto be
quite unnecessary as | informed honourable members
at the last meeting of the Council, and unless some
honourable member can show good cause to the
contrary | propose to movethat dause 17 beleft out
of theBill entirely. With regard to dause 18| think the
words "warder or other subordinate” inthefirst line
should come out and aso thewords "warder or" in
thethirdline. | think thet these aredl the amendments
which | shdll haveto moveto the Bill in committee.
Honourable members will see that thisis a
consolideting Bill. It isfounded in the main upon the

present Prison Ordinance—Qrdinance 18 of 1885—
but there are, as honourable memberswill seefrom
the "objects and reasons," certain amendments
introduced. Thefirs amendment isin section 8 which
differsfrom section 7 of the Prisons Ordinance of
1885 in the omission of the word "warmed" which
used to come between theword "lighted” and the
word "ventilated." Thereason for the omisson of the
"warmed" isthat cdls here are not asametter of fact
warmed at all. Section 9 of the present Ordinance
differsfrom section 8 of the Prisons Ordinance of
1885 in the following main respects.— (i) By
abolishing therigid classfication of hard labour into
two classes which was laid down by the old
Ordinance and which was found unworkablein
practice and in leaving such classification to be
prescribed by the Prison Rules and Regulations. (ji)
Thelanguage of the old section asto the employment
of prisoners outsde of the wallshas been modified in
accordance with the recommendation of the Captain
Superintendent of Pdlice. (8) Section 11 of the present
Ordinance differs from section 10 of the Prisons
Ordinance of 1885, in that thewords"who escgpesor
atemptsto escepefrom any prison o are now added.
Theolyject of thisamendment isto prevent difficulties
from arisng in the prosecution of prisonerswho are
caught while attempting to escape and who have not
committed anything which could be described asa
"breach" of prison. The fourth respect inwhich this
Bill containsan amendment of theexiding law isthet
section 12 of thisBill differs, from 11 section of the
old Ordinance in giving power to impose
imprisonment ether with or without hard |abour, and
in dtering the pendty of £20 gerling into apendty of
$200. There are also one or two slight verbal
dterationsintroduced with which | do not need to
trouble honourable memberswith any observetions.
Thefifth amendment introduced by this Bill isthet by
section 13 the former penalty of £10 has been
converted into $100. The sixth amendment isthat in
adapting section 18 from the provisons of Ordinance
13 of 1889 as affected by section 2 of Ordinance 15
of 1896 it has been thought expedient to leave out the
following words which were contained in Ordinance
13 of 1889, namdly, "who isguilty of any neglect or
violaion of duty in hisoffice, or of any disobedience
to any rules made under the provisonsof section 17
of Ordinance 18 of 1885." Thereason for leaving out
thesewordsistha spedid provisonsfor dedingwith
the offences contained in the omitted words are
contained in the new draft Prison Rules. The seventh
amendment isthat section 19 of the Bill consgsof an
adaptation of section 17 of the Prisons Ordinance of
1885 with certain additions which areintended to
rremov e d o ub t s
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asto whether the rules, which it is proposad to bring into
forcedirectly this Ordinanceis passed, will be ultra vires
or not. The second sentence of this sectionisnew and is
intended to confer full power upon the Governor-in-
Coundil toimpase by the rulesany punishment which he
may think fit for a breach of any of therules The eighth
amendment introduced is the providon contained in
section 21 of the Bill whichisnew sofar asthiscolony is
concerned, but is adapted from the provisons of section
9 of a Satute which was passad in the last session of the
Imperid Parliament (61 and 62 Vic. c. 41). The proviso,
however, a theend of the section isorigina and doesnot
correspond with anything contained in the home Act.
Such a proviso, however, gopears to be jud, and its
insation was recommended by the Acting Police
Magigrate With these observations | beg to move the
ssoond reading of theBill.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the motion
wascaried.

The Coundl then went into committee to condder the
Bill dause by dause. The amendments suggested by the
Ading Attorney-Generd and mentioned above were
adopted and dso severd others, induding one to dause
12, which dause reads as follows —Every person who,
contrary to any prison rule or reguldion, brings or
atempts by any means whatever to introduce into any
prison any spirituous or fermented liquor or tobacco or
opium, and every officer of a prison who auffers any
spirituous or fermented liquor or tobacco or opiumto be
s0ld or used therein, contrary to the prison regulations,
shdl be santenced on conviction to imprisonment for a
term not excesding 9x months with or without hard
Iabour, or to apendty nat exceading two hundred dollars,
or to both in the discretion of the Court, and any officer
of aprison convicted under this section shall, in addition
to any other punishmert, forfeit his office and dl arears
of dary duetohim.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I have to move
anamendment tothelegt line of dause 12. | do not know
whet the opinion of the Captain Superintendent of Police
ison the subject, but it ssemsto me thet theword "shall”
towards the end istoo compulsory. | do not know thet it
is intended, but the language is o framed thet such an
offence would carry with it forfeiture of office and
arears of dary. Perhaps it would be preferable to use
theword "may" ingteed of theword "shdll.”

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER—I should very much
object to retaining a man who has been convicted in an
office | do not know about the arrears of dary.

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLICE —1 agree
with the Colonid Tresaurer. In the rules & home cartain
offences entail not only forfeiture of office but forfature
of arearsof dary.

His ExceLLEncY —Would it entall loss of arrears of
sary if aman had been previoudy well conducted?

The CaPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLice —In the
home Act | bdieve it would do so. This Bill is redly

copied amog verbatim fromthe home Act.

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Thewords "shd | in the
discretion of the Governor” might beinserted, and thenit
ismede optiond.

His ExceLLency—The word "shdl" gopears to me
& far as carying with it dismissl is concarned right
enough, but inthe other caseit israther srong.

The CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE —1 S22 no
objection to leaving the words "arrears of sdary” out. It
is nat usud in other departments to forfdt arears of
sday when a man is dismissed, but | think dismisd
ought to be compulsory.

His ExceLLENCY —There are two questions One is
is it advisable to meke it the law that when a man is
convicted under this section he shal be deprived of his
office? The ather quedtion is whether being 0 deprived
of his office he Shdl not be paid the arears of a dary
duetohim.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD — | think a man
convicted should vacate his office, but that he should
havethe sdlary which he hasearned.

His ExceLLency —It seemsto meyou should pay the
sday uptothedateof thedigmisd.

On the moation of the Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD,
seconded by the Hon. C. P. CHATER, the words "and dll
thearearsof sdary dueto him'* were deleted.

On the moation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLoNIAL  SECRETARY, the words
"arears of sdary due to him" which occurred in dause
13wered 0 ddeted.

TheBill passad through the committee Sage

THELAW RELATING TO SOLICITORSOF
THE SUPREME COURT.

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLONIAL SECRETARY, the second
reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend the
law rdating to Solicitors of the Supreme Court wes
passed.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—IN moving that
this Coundl go into committee to consder the Bill
dauseby dause—

The CoLONIAL TREASURER—There is no immediate
hury, and | would suggest thet the condderation in
committee be posponed to the next meding of the
Coundil.

His ExceLLency—I do not know that there is any
wish on the part of the Coundil to postponeit.

The CoLONIAL TREASURER — This is a highly
technicd Bill, and it isfor this sort of thing that the Law
Committeewas gopointed.
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The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL— Thereisapoint
| should mention in connection with dause 21 of the
Bill. Some honourable members suggested to me that
dause 21 was not an advissble dause to leave in.
Clause 21, as honourable members will see is a
specid dause which is borrowed from a dmilar
provison contained in the Strats Sdtlements
Ordinances and in the Sautes of some of the
Audrdian colonies Clause 21 says—"No person
who shdl have been admitted as a solicitor of the
Supreme Court of Judicature in England or as an
atorney or writer in one of the Courts a Dublin or
Edinburgh shdl be admitted to practise within the
colony as a sdlicitor othewise than as aderk to a
solidtor or firm of soliators practisng in the colony
until he shall have actudly resded in the colony for a
period of six months next preceding such admisson
and unless he sdl have previoudy given Sx months
notice in writing to the Regidrar of the Court of his
desire and intention to gpply to be so admitted; but
any person who may have been admitted to practise
as a soliator within the colony as a derk to another
solidtor or firm of solicitors shdl, after having o
practised for a period of 9x months, be deemed to
have been admitted to practise within the colony asa
soliditor and shdl be entitled so to practise upon his
own account unless preduded from so doing by any
lanvful agreement or undeteking™ Honourgble
members will see that according to this dause no
solidtor coming into this colony could gart on his
own account until he hed actudly resded in the
colony for sx month and until he had given notice to
the Regigrars 9x months previoudy that he intended
0 to pradice unless he intended to come to the
colony asaderk to afirm of solidtors, in which case
of course he would be bound down from practisng
on his own account for S0 many years dter the

termination of his engagement This is raher an
important dause in the Bill. Of course it would be
conddered by the Law Committee, of which | think
three unafficid members of the Coundl are members.
Of do not know whether the other unofficd
members of the Coundl who are not members of the
Law Committee would like to have this Bill discusad
by the Lawv Committee done, or whether they would
wigh to haveit discussed in the whole Coundl dause
by dause

The CoLoniAL SecreTaRY—Anything refarred to
the Lav Committee is reported upon by them, and
the full Council has the opportunity of discussing thet
report. | think the suggestion of the Colonid Treasurer
is one which desarves condderation. As he pointed
out, this Bill is a very technicd one It is one which
should be referred to the Law Committee, and if your
Excdlency has no objection | will now formaly
movethat it bereferred to the Law Committee,

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD Seconded, and the
moation was carried.

NATURALIZATION.

The Bill entited An Ordinance for the
Naturdization of Mak Ngan Wen, dissMak Chin K,
diasMak Sui Nin, dissMak Yat Wo, dissMak Sun
wert through Commiittee, was reed a third time and
passd, on the motion of the ACTING ATTORNEY-
GeNERAL, seconded by the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY.

THE REGULATION OF VEHICLES,

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLoniAL TREASURER, the Bill
entitled An Ordinance for the Regulation of Vehicles
wasread athird time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Coundl adjourned until Monday next.




