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13+ FEBRUARY, 18909.

PRESENT:—

His ExCELLENCY the GOVERNOR, S Henry BLAKE,
GCMG.

Hon. J. H. StewarT LockHART, CM.G. (Colonid
Sreay).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Acting Attorney-Generdl).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Magter).

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Police).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Tressurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvissy (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal.

Hon. E. R. BeLILIos, CM.G.

Hon.J. J BELL-IRVING.

Hon. Wel A YUK.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLE (Clerk of Coundls).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were reed and

adopted asacorrect record.
PAPERS

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY laid on the table the report
on Queen's Callege by the examiners gppointed by the
Government for 1899.

FLUSHING DRAINSAND WATERING ROADS

—REFUSE DESTRUCTORS

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD gave natice of the
following quesions—(1) "Are the Government teking
sepsto provide for the flushing of the drains and sewers
and the watering of the roads throughout the city by the
condruction of tanks dong the upper levds ather for
fresh or At weter, and if thelatter for the condiruction of
the necessary pumping stations™”

(2)"Arethe Government taking any stepsto introduce
degtructorsfor thedisposd of theaty refuse”

A VALUABLE STELYINGFALLOW.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLos had given natice of the fallowing
quesions—

(DThe plot of land lying between Arbuthnot and
Hollywood Roads to the N. E. of Victoria Gaol which
has been resumed and deared of the houses formerly
ganding thereon, and which has for about 12 months
been lying falow and unproductive, being avaudble site,
will the Government Siate whether any plan for utilising
it was conddered before the rent-eaning dwelling
houssswere demolished?

(2If plans for utilisng the ground had not been
conddered before the destruction of the propety
danding on this Ste, will the Government Sate whether
or not such plansare under condderation now?

(3)If plans and spedifications for building on the Ste
are reedy in the hands of the Public Works Department,
will the Government be good enough to sate whenit is
probable that such buildingswill be reedy for occupation
by the Government sarvants or athers for whom they
may have been desgned, and & wha date the colony
may expect to be rdieved from payment of rentsfor the
accommodation of such Government officers?

The CoLoNIAL SecreTARY—In reply to the questions
of the honourable member | beg to answer asfollows —
The reply to the firg question is "Yes™" the reply to the
second is, "The plans have dreedy been consdered;”
and the reply to the third is, "Probably before the end of
thisyea."

THEKOWLOON EXTENSON.

TheHon. E. R. BELILIOS—AL the next mesting of the
Coundil | propose to ask afew gquestions on the subject
matter of the newly-acquired territory across the harbour
and Stugted to the north of British Kawloon.

SALESOF LAND IN THENEW TERRITORY.

The Hon. C. P. CHATER—I beg to ask the fallowing
question: Will the Government daie whether any deps
have been taken to prevent sdes of land in the Kowloon
extenson sncethesgning of the convention?

The CoLoNIAL SecrReTARY —I beg to reply asfollows
to the quegion of the honourable member: At the
indance of this Government the Chinese Government
issued natices warning the inhabitants of the Kowloon
extenson thet sdles of land mede &fter the signing of the
converttion on the 9th June lest must be a their own risk
and would not asamatter of course be recognised by the
Government of Gredt Britain.

THE LAWSRELATING TOMERCHANT

SHIPPING, ETC.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I riseto move
the second reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinanceto
consolidate and amend the laws relating to Merchant
Shipping, the duties of the Harbour-Magter, the control
and management of the waters of the colony, and the
regulation of vessdsnavigating the same. Inasmuch as|
proposeto move presently thet thisBill bereferred tothe
Standing Law Committee, | do not think | need now
detain members with many observations upon the Bill
itself, because | am in hopes that while the Law
Committeeis engaged in going through this Bill dlause
by clause, every honourable member of this Council,
whether amember of the Law Committes or otherwise,
will carefully go through the provisious of thisBill for
himsdf, and will consder the amendmentsin the law



(23)

introduced by this Bill which are st out in the objects
and reasons a the foat of the Bill. In addition to caling
theattertion of honourable membersto these objectsand
reasons | would aso draw the atention of honourable
members to the firg few pages which are published at
the heed of this Bill, which will show honourable
members in what respects the present Bill corresponds
with the provisons of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance
No. 26 of 1891, and in what respects the present Bill
embodies the provisons of the Imperid Merchant
Shipping Adt, 18%4. | trugt as| have said that honoureble
members of this Coundl will carefully condder the
providons of this Bill, and that if any point occurs to
them or is suggested to them they will not hesitate to
draw my dtention, as chairmen of the Law Commiittee,
to that point. | understand theat in accordance with your
Excdlency’s direction given a the last meeting of the
Coundil this Bill has been referred to the Chamber of
Commence, and perhgps | may ask the honoureble
member for the Chamber of Commerce if he would be
90 good as to endeavour to abtain the opinion of his
condlituents upon this Bill at as early a date as possble
(TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD: Cartainly.) | haveno desire
to rush this Bill through the Coundil in any way, but as
the Hon. Mr. Goodman will be back in the colony about
thistime next month of, course | ananxious, if possible
to see this Bill caried through committee & dl events
before hisreturn. | think it would beagregt pity if wedid
not get the Bill through Committee before Mr. Goodmen
returned, as if we did not sucoeed in doing o, it would
causeagood ded of dday. With theseremarks g, | beg
to move the second reeding of thisBill.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

The Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—Would it not fecilitate
mettersand savealot of labour and timeif wecould teke
the views of the Chamber of Commerce before the Bill
is conddered by the Lav Committee It has been
mentioned to me to-day that it would fadilitete mettersiif
the Chamber of Commence were provided with aligt of
thedausssit ispropased to change and the new onesitis
proposad to subdtitute. It would engble them to discemn
whet changes are proposad.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL — With your
Excdlency’'s permission | should liketo say afew words
with regard to what has just fdlen from the honourable
member. It would be absolutdly necessary thet the Law
Committee should congder this Bill and go through it
daue by dause exeddly in reference to the
amendmentsin the law proposed by thisBill. | believe
can rely upon the honourable member who represents
the Chamber of Commerce to obtain for us a an early
date the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce upon this
Bill. This being a Bill which with schedules occupies
ome 60 pages it must necessaily teke the Law
Committee a long time to condder it dlause by dause
When we receive a report from the Chamber of
Commerce of course it will be our duty to condder the

suggedion mede, but in view of the fact that Mr.
Goodman is 0 soon returning to the colony | should not
likein any way to postpone the condderaion of the Bill
by the Lav Committee As | daed before, any
suggestions st in by the Chamber of Commerce will
be carefully considered by the Law Committee

His ExceLLency—Do you propose to move it be
referred to the Law Committee now?

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—YES | am in
hopes that the honourable member for the Chamber of
Commerce will succesd in the course of the next
fortnight in obtaining the opinions of the Chamber of
Commerceupon thisBill.

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—If possble

His ExceLLency—It is | think, very important that
the views of the commercid community should be
obtained upon this Bill during its congderation by the
Law Committeg, and if it were possble to have these
obsarvations of the Chamber of Commerce before the
Law Committee conddered the Bill dause by dause |
think it would bevery advisable, and | might sugged, the
Coundil having acoepted the second reeding of the Bill,
the Law Committee might possbly see ther way to
deferring its condderation until they receive the
suggedions of the Chamber of Commerce. Othewise
the Law Committee having conddered the Bill, we must
asume very carefully, and come to catain dedisons,
would have to condder the observaions of the
commerdia community on apoint upon which they hed
dready decided. | think it would be very advissble that
they should have the views of the commercd
community before they gpproached the congderation of
each of these various sections. | suggest that to the Law
Committeg and | think honourable members will see
their way to acoept the second reeding and then the
Attorney-Generd and the Law Committee can sHitle that
métter.

TheBill passad the second reading.

On the motion of the ATTORNEY-GENERAL, Seconded
by the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, the Bill wasreferred to the
Sanding Law Committee.

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE IN THE SUPREME

COURT.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg to move
the second reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinanceto
consolidate and amend the laws relating to Criminal
Procedure in the Supreme Court. As| proposeto move
that this Bill be referred to the Standing Law Committee
| do not think I need trouble members with any
obsarvations upon it. Honourable memberswill seethat
thereisafull statement of the objects and reasons
attached at the head of



theBill, and | may say, gr, that in drafting this Bill the
Chief Judice has dforded a very great ded of
assigance, and we have had the bendfit of his
experiencein drafting the Bill. | beg, gr, to move the
second reading.

The CoLoniaL SecreTaRy  seconded, and the
mationwascarried.

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLoNIAL SEcrRETARY, the Bill was
referred to the Standing Law Committee.

THE LAW RELATING TOPRISONS,

The Acting ATTorNEY-GENERAL Moved and the
CoLoniaL SecreTary saconded the third reeding of
the Bill etitted an Ordnance to amend and
consolidate thelaw rdaing to prisons.
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His ExceLLeEncy—1 do nat think it is advisdle to
pass the third reeding of the Bill until it has been
reprinted. Having gone through the Bill carefully and
meade certain amendments | do not think it ought to
pass the third reading until the Council have before
them the Bill exadtly as it is to gand. Otherwisem
igakes may creep in. There fore | would ak the
Attorney-Generd to withdraw the propostion as to
the third reeding, and in the meantime the Clerk had
better havethe Bill reprinted.

Thissuggestion was acted upon, the mation for the
third reading being withdrawn.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Coundl adjourned until Monday, Feb. 27th.




