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2/THFEBRUARY, 1899.

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLEncy the Governor (Sir Henry Blake,
GCMG).

His Excellency Mgor-Generd  GASCOIGNE,
C.M.G. (Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. J. H. Srewart LockHAaRT CM.G. (Colonid
Saoretary).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Adting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Madter).

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent
of Police).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvissy (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. R CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. Dr. Ho KAl

Hon. E. R. BeLILIos, CM.G.

Hon. J. J. BeLL-IRvING.

Hon. WeE A Yuk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLE (Clerk of Coundils).

PAPERS

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY laid on the table areport
on the proposad erection of arefuse destructor for the
dty of Vidoria, Hongkong, and a report of the
Captain Superintendent of of Palicefor theyear 1898.

HNANCIAL.

The ColoniaL Secrerary lad on the table
financid minute No. 5 and moved that it be referred
to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded.

Carried.

SANITARY BYE-LAWS.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary moved that the Sanitary
Byelaws made by the Sanitary Board deding with
catle and sheep be goproved.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded.

Caried.

THE FLUSHING OF DRAINSAND SEWERS—
THEDISPOSAL OF THECITY REFUSE.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—I beg to ask the
guestionsganding in my name.

Thequedionswere:

(1)—Are the Government taking steps to provide
for the flushing of the drains and sawers and the
watering of the roads throughout the dty by the
congruction of tanks dong the upper leves ether for
fresh or At water, and if the latter for the condruction
of the necessary pumping gations?

(2)—Are the Government taking any geps to
introduce dedructors for the disposal of the aty
refuse?

The CoLoNIAL SEcreTARY —| beg to answer as
follows.—The answer to the first questionis: The
Government is advised that no such provisionisat
present required. Therearenow in useinthecity 32
automeati c flushing tanks placed in the mogt suitable
podtions The sewers have beenlad to sdf deansing
gradesin nearly every case, and through them pass
daily most of the 3,000,000 gallons of water
consumed inthe city every 24 hours. An examination
of these sawersa any of the manholes usudly shows
them running half full of water. Regarding the use of
seawater for flushing drains, Mr. Cooper in hisreport
on the water supply in 1896 wrote as follows.—
"During recent years many seaside towns have
adopted a dual system of water supply, using sea
water for watering dredts, flushing drains fireservice,
etc. In songdering the foregoing the practi cability of
sdopting such a system for the city of Victoria



hasnot been logt Sght of and though the use of seawater
favours depodts in sewers its adoption for dreet
watering has advantages over the use of fresh water, and
may with advantage be used in compadivey levd
locdities Any project for the utilisation of seaweter for
such purposss in the dty of Victoria, owing to the
varying devations of the built areg, viz., from practicdly
s leve to 600 feet above s levd, mus necessaxily
involve the inddlation and maintenance of pumping
mechinery and the condruction of service reservairsin
addition to those used for the water supplied for poteble
purposes. [t would further be necessary to lay throughout
the city a ssparate system of digribution mains and
hydrants. The cogt of such a project would not compare
favourably with the gravitation projects put forward in
the preeding passage of this report, and conssquently |
am of opinion no such project should be entertained 0
long asasupply of fresh weter sufficient for al purposes
can be obtained a areasonable cogt by gravitetion.” The
cogt of pumping up seawater to the 600 foat leve, and
laying digribution mains in order to use if for flushing
sawers would be prohibitive even if dedrable Further
dorage of weter in the Tytam Vdley is prgjected, and
with a more abundant water supply the flushing tanks
may be used more fredy. The answer to the second
question is The Government has obtained reports and
esimates which have jus been lad on the table
regarding refuse destructors and the subject is a present
under the consideration of the Sanitary Board.

QUESTIONSASTOTHE HINTERLAND.
TAE CUSTOMSSTATIONSTO BE REMOVED.

The Hon. E. R BELILIOS—I beg to ak the
guesionssianding in my name

Theguetionswere—

(1)—The Specid Bommissioner gppointed to report
on the newly-leasad territory & the back of Kowloon
having duly made such report to the Colonid Office
returned to Hongkong, and resumed his dutied as
Colonid Secretary, will the Government lay on the teble
copy of his repot and of dl correspondence in
connection with the extension of the Colony?

(2)—Will the Government be good enough to date
when and how the new territory will be teken possession
of?

(3) Has any hitch occurred in the negotigions to
causethe dday which hastaken place?

(4) Wil the leased area become part and parcd of
the colony of Hongkong adminigtered by the exiding
officids or is it designed to gppoint a sparate Saf of
officidsto governthe new taritory?

(5) If it has been dedded to meke it a sparde
adminigeraion, will the Government say whether any
estimate has been given of the cost of such undertaking?

(6) Heas the quegtion of Chinese jurisdiction or
otherwisein the City of Kowloon been sdttled?

(7) If Kowloon City is not induded in the
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concession, will the Government date what seps have
been taken to rdieve the harbour of Hongkong of the
espionage of the Chinese Cudoms cruisars?

(8)Arethe exising Cugtoms Sations on the borders of
the Harbour to be set back to the outer edge of the new
frontier?

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY —In answer to these
guestions | have to reply as follows: The answer to the
firg question is They cannot be lad upon the teble a&
presant. The answer to to the second is As soon as the
northern boundary has been defined. The answer to the
third question is: No. The answer to the fourth question
is The leasad area will become part of the colony. The
Oetails of the adminigtration have no yet been findly
sditled. The answer to the fifth question is The estimate
of the cog of adminigration is not yet complete The
answer to the seventth is: The Cudoms dation are to be
removed from the harbour and new territory. The answer
to the eighth question is This quedtion is nat aufficiently
defined; this Government cannat say what the Chinese
Government will do. This Government only knows, as
dready dated, that the Cugoms daions ae to be
removed from the harbour and new territory.

THE JUBILEE ROAD.

TheHon. E. R. BeLILIos—] wish to ask aquestion or
two at the next Council meeting asto the congtruction of
the Jubilee Road.

His ExceLLency —WIll you kindly put them in
writingand send themintothederk.

HARST READING.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg to move
thefirgt reeding of aBill entitled an Ordinanceto provide
for the Paformance of Divine Worship and other
Savicesin accordancewith the Ritesand Ceremonies of
the Church of England & Saint John's Cathedrd Church
a Vidoria and dsewhere in this Colony; for the
Incorporation of a Church Body in which the sad
Cathedrd Church shdl be vested and by which it shdll
be adminigtered; and for other purpases connected with
thesad Cathedrd Church.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY Seconded.

Carried.

THE PRISOMSORDINANCE.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg to propose
the third reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to
amend and consolidate the Law rdating to Prisons

The COLONIAL SECRETARY Seconded.

Carried.

The Council then conddered the Jury Ligt in private

The Coundil adjourned for afortnight.
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HNANCE COMMITTEE.
THE GOVERNORSPEAK RESIDENCE—A
PROTEST FROM THEHON.
E.R BELILIOS

A meding of the Fnance Committee was
subsequently held, the Colonid Secretary presiding.

The CHarRMAN—I have only one minute to lay
before the Finance Committee to-day, and thet isone
in which the Governor recommends the Coundl to
vote a sum of $3,500 for the erection of a temporary
bungdow a "The Cliffs" If any honourable member
desires any informetion with regard to this vote, the
Hon. Director of Public Workswill beglad to giveit.

The Hon. E. R. BeuLios (fanding)—I do not
bdieve—

The CHAIRMAN—EXcUse me, we are in committee
and it is not necessary for the honourable member to
gand.

The Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—I do not bdieve in
extending old buildings, sr, and | shdl have to say
something a the next Coundl megting when the
Governor is presant as to the building of a house for
HisExcdlency.

The CHaRvAN—I underdand you are not in
favour of recommending thisvote?

TheHon. E. R. BeLiLIos—] amnot.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD — | think the
Committee is entitled to some information in regard
tethis metter. There is a building a "The Cliffs’
dready. What isthis proposad bungaow? What lease
have the Government taken of "The Cliffs" and whet
arangements have been made with the owner of the
property in regard to teking over this bungdow. | is
purely ametter of business, and | think the committee
isertitled to someinformation.

The CHairvaN—I| have dredy dated tha the
honourable the Director of Public Workswill begad
to give any information asked for. A lease has been
teken of "The Ciffs' for two years and the
underganding isthat the Government has autharity to
remove any temporary structure they may put up a
the termination of the lesse. The bungdlow which is
mentioned in the vote is a temporary bungadow. The
nature of thet temporary bungaow will be described
by the Director of Public Works to any honourable
member who choosesto ask him.

The DiIrRecTor oF PusLIC Works—It isintended to
gect a bungdow with four rooms for the
accommodation of some of His Excdlency's gaff.
There will be brick pillars and a tiled roof. The
underganding is that at the termination of the lease it
can be removed and the materids sold unless the
proprietor of "The Cliffs’ wishes to teke it over & a

vauation.

The Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—May | ask what is the
present rent of "The Cliffs”

The CoLoniAL SecreTary—1 have not got a copy
of lagt year's edimates by me, but spesking from
memory | think $2,700 a year. But | will send for a
copy of theedimates

The Hon. E. R. BeLiios—If | remember rightly
the old rent of the house was something like $2,000 a
yed.
The CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY —You wigh to know the
old rent aswel asthe present?

The Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—I1 hear that the old rent
was $2,000 per annum and the Government lessed
"The Cliffs' for $2,700 a year. | undergand that for
the extra rent the proprietor promised to extend the
building and adapt it to the Governor'swants

The CoLoniAL Secretary—I do not know where
you deive your information from, but you ae
labouring under an entire misgpprehendon. It would
be intereding to know where you obtained your
information.

The Hon. E. R. BeLILios—The ladt tenant would
beabletotdl uswhat hepad.

The CoLoNIAL SEcReTaRY—1 do nat s=e how the
guestion of theladt tentant affectsthe agreement of the
present tenant. | think the quetion you asked wes,
what is the presant rent? | see that according to the
esimatesit is$2,600 ayear.

The Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—I| do nat bdieve in
putting up a temporary building. In the edimates
something like $40,000 wes provided for a house a
the Peck for the Governor. Is the erection of thet
houseto beindefinatdy postponed?

The CoLoNniAL SecreTARY—That | cannot say. It is
postponed & any ratefor the presant.

TheHon. E. R. BeLiLios—Surdy it is not wise to
spend $3,500 on property which does nat belong to
the Government?

The CoLoniaL SecretaRY —The Governor hes
brought this before the Fnance Committee and
congdersthat the expenditureiswarranted. | therefore
bring the vote before the Committee to-day to ask
them whether they recommend it. | understand you
arenot favour?

TheHon. E. R. BELILIos—I amhat.

The CoLoNAL SecreTARY — Has any  other
honourable member any quedtion to ask in regard to
thevote?

No other quedions being asked the vote was
agread to, only theHon. E. R. Bdliliosvating againg.

Thiswasdl thebusness



