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13+ APRIL, 1899.

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLENCY the GOVERNOR, (Sr Henry BLAKE,
GCM.G).

HisExceLLEncY Mgor-Gengrd Gascoiehg, CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Acting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Magter).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Tressurer).

Hon. R. D. OrvisY (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal.

Hon. E.R. BeLILIos, CM.G.

Hon. J. J. BELL-IRVING.

Hon. WE A YuK.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLE (Clerk of Coundils).

THEHON. E. R. BELILIOSGIVESNOTICE

OFMOQOTION.

TheHon. E. R. BELILIos—I beg to give notice thet at
the next medting of the Coundil | propose to ak a
quesion to the efect as to whether or not the
Govenment intend levying customs duties on 4l
commodities, exdusive of opium, ariving in and
leaving Hongkong.

SANITARY BYE-LAWS

On the motion of the ATTORNEY-GENERAL, Ssconded
by the DIRecTorR oF PuBLic WoRks, the fallowing
resolution was passed.— "Thet this Coundil approves of
the reped by the Sanitary Board of the Bye-laws mede
by the Senitary Board on the 11th day of April, 1895,
under section 13, sub-section 14, of the Public Hedlth
Ordinance, 1887, and goproved by the Legidative
Coundl on the 23rd day of May, 1895, such reped to
take effect from the 27th day of February, 1899, the dete
onwhich thenew Bye-lawsin subgtitution for those now
repedled were gpproved by the Legidative Coundl.”

THEHON. E. R BELILIOSSQUESTIONS

TheHon. E. R. BELILIOS—I beg to ask the questions
ganding in my name. In doing S0 | may mention thet
these questions were sentt in to the Clerk of Coundilson
the 20th of last month in two batches of five questions
each. Those referring to the typhoon warnings were sent
in consaquence of aletter | recaived——

His ExceLLency—I am afraid the Hon. member is
not in order in making that explandtion just now. When
the questions have been answered, perhaps, if he may
wigh to make an explanation, the Coundl may have no
objection.

The questions of which the Hon. E. R. Bdlilios had
given noticewerethefollowing.—

(1) Hasthe Government received acopy of aletter
from the Director of the Manila Observatory, dated the

‘7th March, in which he complains of a letter addressed
by the Director of the Hongkong Obsarvetory to the
Westher Bureau of the Government of the United States
of America, in which the sad passages ae sad to
occur—"The Obsarvatory in Manilais in the hands of
menwho possessvary little scientific education” and thet
"scandd is caused by the Obsarvaory continudly
communicaing sensdtiond  typhoon warmnings to the
newspgpersin Hongkong™?

(2) Wasthiscommunication to the Weather Bureau
of the United Saes Government mede with the
knowledge and consant of the Colonid Government?

(3) Has Dr. Doberck been asked to explain his
adtion in condemning an Obsarvatory to whom the
Colony is s0 much indebted for the timdy sorm
warnings received for anumber of yearspas?

(4)—Wha action do the Government propose to
tekeinthismaiter?

(5)—Isnat an gpology or an explandion due to the
Director of the anila Obsarvatory from the Government?

(6.)—1In reference to the correspondence between the
Kowloon School Committee and the Government on
the subject of the provison of educationd facilities for
the Europeen children in thet portion of the Colony, and
which, after extending over some two years, eventudly
cuminated in an offer by His Excdlency Mgor-Generd
Black "to egtablish a schodl open to children of any
netiondlity, to provide a teeching gff, to charge fees a
the same rate as the fees paid a Quean's Callege, and to
give a purdy English education," which was gratefully
acoepted by the Kowloon School Committee in
September ladt, will the Government be good enough to
say what has been donein the meaiter.

(7) If theschemeisbang carried out, whenwill the
teechersarivefrom England?

(8) It being proposed to rent ahouse for the purpose
for aperiod as atrid, has any building been secured by
the Government?

(9) If nothing has been done towards redemption of
the pledge mede by the Government to the Kowloon
Schoo Committeg, is it intended to go on with the
sheme?

(10) If nat, will the Government give reesonsfor not
S0 procesding?

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—In the aosence of
the Coonid Secretary | give the following answers to
the questions put by the hon. member. The ansver to the
fird quegtion is Yes The answer to the second quesion
is No. The answer to the third quedion is Yes The
answer to thefourth questioniis Dr. Daberck'saction hes
been disgpproved. The



(34)

Military Governor of the Philippines has been informed
that his request was not authorized, and a hope was
expressd thet the order for the discontinuance of the
typhoon warnings from Manila should be rescinded, as
the meteorologicd informetion conveyed was highly
gppreciated by the Chamber of Commerce and nauticd
men of this port. Quesion No. 5 is not a question asto
fact and does nat reguire any answer. With reference to
questions 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 the Secretary of State hes
withdrawn his gpprovd of the necessary expenditure for
the egablisment of the schodl until the Colony has
mede such finendd arrangements as to show a surplus
of $100,000.

The Hon. E. R. BeLiLios—I do not know whether |
aminorder, but | wishto give naticethat | proposeat the
next Council mesting thet in the next year's estimates a
catan um be st adde for bulding a schod a
Kowloon.

His ExceLLency—I am dfraid the resolution would
not be in order, because a rexolution which binds the
Coundl to the expenditure of funds must comefrom the
Government or by permission of the Governor.

THEEXTENSION OF THE COLONY.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg to lay on
the table "Extracts from papers rdaing to the extenson
of the colony of Hongkong.”

His ExceLLency—I think it would be aswell to cdl
atention to the fact that the paperslaid on the table are
extracts from pgpas for dthough they are headed
"Extracts from Peapers' it might be assumed thet certain
despatches were entire despaiches. | wigh it to be quite
dear thet they are not entire despaiches but only
"extracts from pgpas” | think it is only far thet the
Coundil should know this, otherwise they might infer
thet they werethewhole of the papers

THENEW TERRITORY TO BEEXEMPT FROM THE
OPERATION OF CERTAIN LAWS

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg to move
the fird reading of a Bill entited An Ordinance to
exempt the territories comprisad in the recent extension
of the colony of Hongkong from the operation of certain
laws and for other purposes

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Ssconded and the motion
wascaried.

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seoonded by the CoLoNIAL TREASURER, the danding
orders were supended in order thet the Bill might be
caried through dl itsstages a that stting of the Coundil.

The ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL, in proposing the
second reading of the Bill, ssid— Honourable members
will seethat the object of this Bill isto exempt from
operation in the new territory which has been recently
added to this colony certain Ordinances, and the bye-
laws, rules, and so on made under these Ordinances,
which are nat for the present conddered gpplicableto the

local circumstances of the new territory. Honourable
membersby referring to the schedule to this Bill will see
that the Ordinances mentioned fall practicaly under six
heads. Thefirst head isthe Cattle Diseases, Saughter-
houses, and Markets Ordinance of 1887, and thevarious
Ordinances which have been passed snceamending that
Ordinance; and | may mention thet | shdl haveto move
an amendment in committee upon thet point, because|

see thereis an amending Ordinance, No. 12 of 1890,

which, owing to an oversight, has been left out. The
second heading dedlswith licensing, and two Billssesem
to come under that head—21 of 1887, the Licensing
Consolidation Ordinance, 1887, and 24 of 1898, the
Liquor Licenses Ordinance 1898. The third group
includes the Raw Opium Ordinance 1887, No. 22 of
1887; No. 21 of 1891; the Prepared Opium Ordinance,
1891, No. 22 of 13 =; the Raw Opium Amendment
Ordinance, 1891; No. 4 of 18%4, an Ordinanceto amend
the Prepared Opium Ordinance, 1891; No. 15 of 1897,
the Prepared Opium (Divans) Ordinance, 1897; No. 1 of
1898, an Ordinance to amend the Prepared Opium
(Divans) Ordinance, I=#.. That isthethird groupin
the schedule. The fourth group includes the Public
Hesdlth Ordinance, 1887, No. 24 of 1887, and various
Billsmentioned in the schedule which amend the Public
Hesdlth Ordinance or which are concerned with public
hedth. For instancethereisNo. 15 of 1894, the closed
Houses and Insanitary Dwellings Ordinance, 1894. The
fifth group includes No. 15 of 1889, the Buildings
Ordinance, 1889, and the amending Ordinancesto it;

and the lagt group into which these Billsseem to divide
themsdvesindudes only No, 6 of 1896, the Birthsand
Deaths Regigration Ordinance, 1896. | think honourable
memberswill reedily goprediate thefact that with regard
to Ordinances like the Public Hedlth Ordinance and the
amending Ordinances to that Ordinance and the
Building Ordinance and the amending Ordinancesto
that Ordinancethat it would not be proper to introduce
these Ordinances al at once into the new territory
because they contain rather elaborate provisonswith
respect to sanitation and with repect to the congtruction
of houses; and | think it will be obvious to honourable
membersthat it would beimpassibleinthefirg placeto
aoply theselawsin dl their rigidity to the new territory.
No doubt astime goeson it will be found possibleto
improve the sanitary condition of the houses over there.
With regard to the Opium Ordinance, no arrangement
has yet been cometo asto how opiumisto bededt with
on the other Sde—I mean with regard to the question of
opium farming—and it seemsto me, therefore, thet this
Ordinance should be excluded for the present. But
honourable memberswill seethat under section three of
the Bill there is power



given to the Governor in Coundl to a any time gpply by
Order-in-Coundil to the new territory any Ordinance and
any rules made under Ordinances which are exduded by
the schedule of this Bill. With regad to the Caitle
Diseeses, Saughter Housss, and Markets Ordinances
the same obsarvaions gpply, as | made regad to the
Public Hedth Ordinances and the Building Ordinances
With regard to exempting the Licensing Ordinance and
its amending Ordinance from operaion in the new
territory, | think honourable members will readily
gopreciate the fact thet the incidence of taxation on the
other dde is different to a certain extent from the
incidence of taxation with us; and therefore it would not
be desrable in the fird indrance to make our laws in
regard to licenang gpplicable to the new taritory. The
Births and Deaths Regidration Ordinence in force here
provides thet returns showing the cause of degth shl be
gven, and it would be impossble to goply thet
Ordinance to the new teritory a present. There is only
one ather provison, | think, in this Bill to which | need
draw the atention of honourale membars, and that is
dause four, which provides thaa— "Where, in any
exiding grant of any right or privilege or faam or in any
exiding contract, the expresson ‘the colony’ or the word
‘Hongkong' or any dmilar expresson refaring to
geographicd limit or extent in rdation to the colony of
Hongkong occurs the same dhdl goply only to the
territory which was within the limits of the colony a the
time when such grant or contract was mede”
Honourable memberswill reedily gppreciate the fact thet
this provison is asolutdly necessary in order to prevent
any person who has afarm from raising the contention
thet it extended not merdy to the dld limits of the colony
but dso in the new territory. With these obsarvations |
beg to move the second reeding of thisBill.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded and the motion
wascaried.

The Coundil then went into committee to condder the
Bill dauseby dause

On reuming the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL sad,
an dteration having been made in committee on his
uggestion, moved the suspension of the Sanding orders
in order that he might move thethird reading.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded, and the motion
wascaried.

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seoonded by the CoLoNIAL TREASURER, the Bill wes
read athird timeand passed.

LOCAL COMMUNITIESAND TRIBUNALS

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLONIAL TREASURER, thefirdt reading
of a Bill entitted an Ordinence rdaing to locd
Communities and Tribund swas passed.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the
suspension of the ganding orders in order thet the Bill
might be carried through its various Sages and passed a
that meeting of Coundil.
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The CoLoNIAL TREASURER saconded and the motion
wascaried.

The Hon. E. R. BEeLILIos—Is this being provided
specidly for the hinterland or is it a copy of an
Ordinance in force in any other part of Her Mgesty's
dominions? | think it would save time if we were
enlightened on that matter. Are we to sorutinise every
lineto adapt it to the colony?

The ACTING ATTORNEY -GENERAL—IN answer to thet
question | have only to say that this Bill is founded to a
catan extent on the lines of the Ceylon Village
Communities Bill, but in other respects it differs
materidly. Thet isto say, it has been found necessary to
meke condderable dterations in order to adgpt the
provisonsaof the Ceylon Bill to the drcumdanceswhich
exiginthe new teritory.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL, in propasing the
second reading of the Bill, said—I proposeto take hon.
members shortly through the provisons of thisBill in
order that they may be ableto follow out the scheme of
theBill. Of coursedause oneof theBill ispurdy formd.
Clausetwo of theBill ssys— "InthisOrdinance, unless
the context otherwise requires—'Colonial Secretary'
shdll include any officer appointed by the Governor to
discharge any of the duties of the Colonia Secretary
under this Ordinance: ‘Natives shal mean those persons
resdent in the country whose fathers are of the Chinese
race, whether such persons or their fathers are Chinese
subjects or not, and shall not include those who have
fatherswho are not of the Chineserace." Honourable
members will see, therefore, that the only personsto
whom the term nativesis to apply are persons whose
fathers are of the Chinese race. Part two of the Bill,
section three, givesthe Governor power to conditute
digrictsand sub-didrictsin thenew territory —thatisto
say, it giveshim power to dividethe new territory or any
part of it into suitable districts or sub-districts.
Honourable memberswill further observe thet by sub-
section two of section three the Governor has power a
any timeto exempt from the operation of the Ordinance
any district or sub-district which has previoudy been
brought within the provisons of the Ordinance. It ssems
to methat thet isavery useful power indeed and avery
necessary power, becauseit may of courseturnout on
further experience to beamigtake to confer any of these
powers on the inhabitants of a particular digtrict or sub-
digtrict. With regard to part three of the Bill—sections
four, five, and six—section four says.—"It shal be
lawful for the Governor to gppoint from timeto timefor
each subdistrict such persons as he may think fit to
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form a committee for such sub-district, and also to
gopoint for each digtrict such membersof the sub-digtrict
committees or such other persons as he may think fit to
form acommittee for such didtrict.” Part four givesthe
Governor-in-Coundl power fromtimeto timeto "meke
such rules as he may deem expedient for the
maintenance of the peace, good order, health, and
cleanliness of, and for the furtherance of the good
government and well-being of theterritory towhich this
Ordinance gpplies and for the making, improvement, or
maintenance, in such territory or the waters thereof, of
any roads, paths, harbours, piers, wharves, landing
places, or beacons, and enactsthat he may by such rules
impose pendties not exceeding in each caseten dollars
for any breach of any such ruleand in the case of a
continued breach additiond pendties not exceeding ten
dollarsaday.” That, | think honourable members will
agreewith me, isavery necessary provison to havein
theBill. It iswiddy drawn, and | think it includes most
matters which ordinarily come within the range of
municipa government. Clause eight givesthe Governor-
in-Council power fromtimeto timeto "make such rules
as he may deem expedient for the appointment of
watchmen in any district or sub-district and for the
levying in any district or sub-district of, and the
collection, recovery by lega proceedings, and safe
custody of, and the keeping of accounts of, such
contributions as may be required for the payment of uch
watchmen and for other purposes connected with the
due observance and enforcement of any rules made
under this Ordinance.” | have been given to understand
that it isthe cusom amongd theinhabitants of Chinafor
contributions to be paid by the inhabitants for the
purpose of supporting watchmen, and for other village
purposes, and therefore thiswill not involve, so | am
given to understand, any new departure, but will be quite
in consonance with the customs of the Chinese.
Honourable memberswill ssefrom dauseten of the Bill
that the duty isthrown upon the district and sub-digtrict
committees "to enforce, under the supervison of such
officers as the Governor may appoint, and with the
assgance of thewatchmen and other officers (if any) so
directed by the Governor, al rules made under this
Ordinancein forcein their respective digtricts or sub-
digricts.” Then| cometo part six of theBill, whichisa
very important part, because it confers upon local
tribundsin districts and sub-districts certain powers.
Those powers, as honourable memberswill see, areof a
limited nature, but it isa very important part of the Bill,
and | understand that it isusud in Chinafor the heads of
avillageto exercise at the present moment ajurisdiction
smilar to that whichit is proposed to confer upon them
by thisBill, and therefore we shdl not be introducing
any innovation in this matter. Honourable memberswill
seefrom clause 11 that the Governor-in-Council may
establish locd tribundsin any districtsor sub-didtricts
brought under the operation of this Ordinance with such
jurisdiction asishereinafter st forth. Such tribundsare

to be called didtrict courts or sub-digtrict courts asthe
casemay be. A didtrict court isto be presided over by the
charman of the digtrict committee or such other officer
as the Governor may appoint to act as president, and
such president isto be assisted by the members of the
digtrict committee or by aquorum thereof congisting of
not lessthen three of such members. A sub-digtrict court
isto be presded over by the chairmen of the sub-didrict
committee or such other officer asthe Governor may
gppoint to act as president, and such president isto be
asssed by the members of the subdidrict committee or
by aquorom thereof consisting of not less than two of
such members. A didtrict court isto be acourt of gpped
fromany sub-digtrict court Stuated withinitsdigtrict. In
cas=s however, which do not fall within thejurisdiction
of any sub-district court, the district court which
possessesjurisdiction isto be acourt of first ingtance.
Clause 12 providestha "Thedecision of any such court
dhdl be determined by amgority of the members butin
case of an equality of votesthe president shal havea
casting vote in addition to hisorigind vote." Clause 13
providesfor the extent of thejurisdiction whichisto be
exercised by these village tribunals. Honourable
memberswill seethat they have power to ded with dl
civil casesin which the delot, damage, or demand does
not exceed $100in vaue, and with crimind cases, such
as petty assaults and petty thefts, which can be
adequately punished with afine not exceeding $10, or
imprisonment for amonth with hard |abour, and with
cases of malicious injury to property or boundaries
where the damage does not exceed $20. Honourable
memberswill seefrom thelast paragraph of thedause
that "it shall belawful for the Attorney-Generd, in any
case, to gop the hearing or further hearing of such case
beforeadidrict or sub-district court, and to direct it to be
tried by any other civil or criminal Court having
jurisdiction.” Clause 14 provides for the punishment
which may beinflicted by any district or sub-district
court. It isgiven power to impose afine not exceeding
$10, "and in case of acontinued breach of any rulesuch
court may impose afurther fine not exceading ten dollars
for each day such breach is continued after noticeto the
offender. Every such court shall also have power to
sentence the offender in default of payment of any fine
impaosed under this Ordinance to imprisonment with
hard labour for any period not exceeding one month.
E v e r y s u ¢ h



cout dhdl ds0 have powe in lieu of inflicting
imprisonment to punish any person convicted before it
of any offence with one flogging not excesding twelve
drokesa any onetime, and every such flogging shdl be
reported to the Colonid Secretary and shdl be carried
out in such manner as the Governor may direct.” Clause
15 explainswheat is meant by hard labour, and givesthe
Governor-in-Coundil power to meke rules asto the diet
and trestment of prisoners Clause 16 provides that "No
person having any pecuniary interest in the subject
metter of thelitigation shall take part in the adjudication
of any avil or aimind cae" Clause 17 provides for
punishment by the Court in any cese "fdsdy ad
mdicioudy or upon frivolous or vexaions gounds
indituted therein,” and dause 18 provides a punishment
for perjury. Clause 19 dedls purdy with the question of
routine and procedure to be observed. | need not make
any obsarvations upon it. Clause 20 is a somewhat
important dause, because it confers upon the magidrate,
in addition to his ordinary jurisdiction, power "to inquire
into, try and determine or commit for trid any cese
which any didrict or sub-didrict court may ded with,
and he may withdraw any case which is being
investigated by any such court from such court and may
himsdf inquire into and ded with such ca” Clause 21
givesthe Governor-in-Coundl power to make ruleswith
regard to the forms of procedure, and it will be observed
by honourable membersthat such procedureisto befree
from formdlity and thet in a village court no barrider,
proctor, atorney, or Solicitor, shdl be permitted to appear
on behdf of any party. Clause 22 provides thet "If in the
courseof any trid before any digtrict or sub-ditrict court
it Shdl gopear thet the case under trid is from its neture
or magnitude, beyond the jurisdiction of such court, the
president shdl forth with sop thetrid, and order thet the
cae be trandared to the magidrate or proper court
having jurigdiction to try the same" Clause 23 provides
thet the presdent of every digrict or sub-didrict court
shdl make a report weskly as to al cases tried before
such tribund to the Colonid Secretary. Records of dl
proceeding shall be open & dl timesto the ingection of
the Colonid Secrdlary and due provison shdl be mede
for their ssfe cugtody. It dso providesthat "The Colonid
Saoretary may d any time st with the presdent and
other members of the cout and obsave thar
proceedings, and shdl from time to time report on such
proceedings to the Governor.” Part seven deds with the
question of gppeds and provides that "Any party whois
disstiffied with the decison of a sub-didrict court may
goped to the digrict court of the didrict in which such
aub-didrict is induded, and any party disstisfied with
thedecison of adidirict court may apped to amegidrate
from such dedison, provided he gives natice to the
megidrate within fifteen days from the date of such
decigon (or within such further time, if any, as the
megidrate may dlow), of his intention to goped. An
goped Fdl lie from the magidrete to the Governor by
way of petition to be presanted to the Colonid Secretary
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within fifteen days from the date of the decision
gpeded from" Pat eght ocontans certan
misodlaneous dauses Clause 25 gives the Governor
power to dismiss any presdent or charmen or other
member of a committee who gppears to him to be
unworthy of the pogtion and to subdiitute another
president, chairman, or member in his sead. Clause 26
provides that "It shal be competent for any didrict or
sub-didrict court to direct such portion of any fine as it
shdl deem fit to be pad to the person injured or
aggrieved by the act or omisson in regpect of which
such pendty has been imposed,” and the same dause
provides for the manner in which the fines are to be
gopropriated. Clause 27 directs that watchmen and
paliceofficarsareto asis in carrying out this Ordinance.
Clause 28 deds with punishment for bribery, and dause
29 provides for the levwying of contributions on the
inhabitants in cases whare extra crime reguires the
providon of extra palice in their didrict. With these
remarks| beg to move the second reeding of the Bill.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Sseconded, and the motion
wascaried

The Coundl then went into the Committee to
congder theBill dauseby dause

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD said—With regard to the
guestion of gpped the Secrdary of Sate writes "An
goped should lie to the itinerant Magidrate from the
village tribunds, and from him to the Governar, this
|latter course being in my opinion preferable to an goped
to the Supreme Court." Perhaps the learned Attorney-
Generd would explain why it is preferable to have an
gpped to the Governor indteed of to the Supreme Court?

HisExceLLency—] think thered resson isthat these
courts are what we may cdl rough and ready courts to
it the condition of these people, and | think theidealis
to save the people from the expense which they would
incur by gppeding to the Supreme Court.

On the Coundll resuming the sanding orders were
sugpended on the motion of the ACTING ATTORNEY-
GeNERAL, seconded by the CoLONIAL TREASURER, tO
endbletheBill toberead athirdtime

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL
seconded by the CoLoNIAL TREASURER, the Bill was
reed athird time and passd.

THEBETTER REGULATION OF THE NEW
TERRITORIES

Onthemoation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the COLONIAL TREASURER,



thefird reading of aBill entitled an Ordinanceto provide
for the Better Regulation of the New Taritories was
passed.

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLoniAL TREASURER, the ganding
orderswere suspended to enable the Bill to passthrough
itsvarious Sagesa thet Stting of the Coundil.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL, in proposng the
seoond reading, said—As honourable memberswill seg,
the object of this Bill isto give the Governor-in-Council
power to mekerulesfor therasing of revenuein the new
territory, and as | explaned to honourable members
when the Bill to exempt the new teritory from cartain
lawsin forcein this colony was before us, the incidence
of taxation and the sources of revenue in the new
territory are different from the sources of revenue which
exig in this colony. Moreover, as | pointed out to
honourable members we have exempted from operation
in the new territory certain licenses from which revenue
is derived in this colony. It has therefore become
necessaty to passthis measure endbling the Governor-in-
Coundil to rase revenue in the new territory in such
manne as may seem to be in accordance with the
exiding methods of raigng revenue in that territory. As
honourable memberswill ssg, thisisnot intended to bea
permanent meesure. It issimply intended asatemporary
provison to endble revenue to be rased by the
Governor-in-Coundl. Honourable memberswill seethat
dause sx provides "This Ordinance shdl remain in
forcefor aperiod of one year from the date of its coming
into operation and for such further period or periods as
may from time to time be determined by resolution of
the Legidaive Coundl." Therefore in this cae the
Ordinancewill only remainin force one year. With these
remarks| beg to move the second reeding.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Ssconded and the motion
wascaried.

The Court then wernt into committee to consider the
Bill dauseby dause

With regard to dause 3, which gives power to the
Govemor-in-Council to make rules for revenug
including the farming out of the right to sdl Soirits,
opium, dt, or any other commodity whetever,

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD Said—I havebeen and |
am opposed to the system of farming out the collection
of revenue. It is a discredited and a discrediteble system
and opposed to the edddished laws of England.
Although this Ordinance is only proposed as a
temporary expedient, | think it would be desrable to
leave out the word farming. | think it should be possble
to rase revenue from the new taritory by more
reputable means then the sysem of faming, and, if it
can be done, | suggest the word "farming” be left out of
thedause

His ExceLLency —| quite agree with the hon.
member as to the generd prindple, but as far as this
Ordinanceis concerned, hon. memberswill seeitisonly
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a tentative Ordinance, because we redly know nothing
about the conditions of this new territory, and it is very
important to my mind thet we should for & leest tweve
months meke as little change as passble in the manner
in which the people have been paying their taxes up to
the presartt. In twelve months we shdl have had time to
look about usand seein what manner therevenue can be
rased most conveniently to the people and mogt in
accordance with our system. But for the presant we
know nothing certain. For ingance, | understand they
meke a cartain amount of st over there, and it is judt
possble we might find a difficulty in managing that
ourves If thereisafarm we might have to continue it
for atime, but it is not the intention of the Governmentt,
asfar sl can gather, to edablish any sysem of farmsiif
we can posshly avoid it. The only resson the word
"farming" is usad in the Ordinance is that we might
possbly find & the present moment some sysem of
farming that might very well be dlowed to go on for
twelve months | dont thirk it is the intention of the
Govenment a dl to ddiberady adopt a sysem of
farming if it can possbly be avoided. | mysdf have a
veay srong ohjection to it —(Here the Acting Attorney-
Gengd gooke to His Excdlency)— The Attorney-
Gengrd has judt been pointing out to me that there are
catan difficulties Posshly the opium farm might for
the presant be extended to the new teritory. He was
anxious to know if that was what the hon. member (Mr.
Whiteheed) dluded to when he mentioned this system
of farming. | think it aswel to tdll the hon. member.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—] referred to dl the items
mentioned inthedause

His ExceLLENCY—Yes | took it thet what the hon.
member meant wes that the faaming system gengrdly
waswha hedidiked.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Yes

HIS Excellency —1 wes not for a moment
conddering the opium farm mysdf. but | think the
probebility is thet for the period of the present Bill thet
would be extended to the new teritory. The Attorney-
Gengrd hasjud pointed out to me the difficulty thet the
opium farm has two yearsto run and thet the duration of
this Bill is only for one year, but | would not ask the
Coundil to extend the Bill for two years because the
opium farm has two years to run. We must get over thet
difficulty asbest we can.

The DIReCTOR OF PuBLIC WoORKS — Rice and
sugarcane ae the principd crops grown in the new
territory. Inwhat way will taxes be collected on these?

His ExceLLENCY—I have not the least idea, but |
think they will be collected without farming.



(39)

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS—This dause does
not gppear to be meant to cover the collection of taveson
rice or sugarcane. | meen that the principal sources of
revenue would be from the growth of rice, sugarcane,
and 50 on, but this dause does not seem to cover thet. It
mentions irits, opium, and At

His ExceLLency —I think you will find thet Mr.
Sewart Lockhart in his report says the principal sources
of revenue are atax on kerosne ail, the land tax, and a
st tax.

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WoRrks—The land tax
would cover it.

His ExceLLENCY—ASfar as my memory serves me
there is nothing to throw any tax on rice or sugarcane,
andif nat, itisnot my intention to impose any such tax.

The DIRecCTOR OF PusLIC WoRKs—BLL this dause
putsno tax on land.

His ExceLLency —Wl, that is covered by the
seoond sub-section. The fird sub-section has only
reference to licences to ded in certan atides The
seoond sub-section hes reference to rates, taxes and

contributions. In other words, the rates and taxes thet we
find in exigence— we dont know what they are—will
be continued.

The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL sad he thought the
ingartion of the word "rents’ in the second sub-section
would meet the point raised by the Director of Public
Works, and he therefore moved tha the sub-section be
amended to reed:—"To make rules for the levying.
collection, recovery by legd procesdings, and sfe
cugtody of such rents, rates, taxes, and contributions”
ec.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded.

Carried.

The other dauses were adopted without amendmert,
and the ganding orders having been suspended in
consquence of the above amendment made in
Committeethe Bill wasreed athird time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
His ExceLLency adjourned the Coundil Snedie




