PrRESENT—

HisExceLLENCY the GOVERNOR, Sr HENRY BLAKE,
GCMG.

His ExceLlency Mgor-Gengd  GASCOIGNE
C.M.G. (Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Adting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Madter).

Hon. F. H. May, CM.G. (Cgptain Superintendent
of Police).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvssy (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. Dr. Ho K.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios, CM.G.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Hon. WE A Yuk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLe (Clerk of Coundils).

PAPERS

In the absence of the Colonid Seordary, the
AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL land various papers on
the table The pgpers induded the report of the
Sanding Law Committee on the Crimind Procedure
Bill (No. 2) and with regard to this he sad that when
they came to committee on the Bill he would move
itsadoption.

QUESTION BY THEHON. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—I beg to given natice
thet at the next mesting of the Coundl | will ask the
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following quesions—1.—Will the Government lay
upon thetable agaement of the amount expended by
the Public Works Depatment for repars and
dterdions to "Bescondidd"’ and of the re-payments
mede by the owner of the building in respect of the
former; dso gae for the information of the Council
under what authority this expenditure has been
disbursed?

2—Will the Government lay upon the table a
satement of the totd expenditure payable out of the
Colonid Treasury in connection with the preparations
for and the occupdtion of the colony's new territory
leased by China to Greset Britain per the Convention
of 30th June, 18987

3—Wha geps have the Government taken to
bring the Police Force up to its full drength as
authorised by Ordinance, and are the Government
prepared to introdance an Ordinance sanctioning the
increese of the force to a srength sufficient for the
adequate poliaing of the colony'snew territory?

4.—Will the Government lay upon the tade acopy
of the correspondence which has passed between the
British Government and the Imperia Government of
Chinaand the Colonid Government on the subject of
the arrangements to be mede in accordance with the
Convertion of 20th June, 1898, for the befter
protection of the Chinese revenue from loss by the

smuggling of opium from Hongkonginto China®?



THEHON. E. R. BELILIOSAND THE TREATMENT
OF PLAGUE PATIENTS.

TheHon. E. R. BeLILIos—I beg to give notice thet at
the next medting of the Coundil | propose to ask two or
three questions to the effect whether or nat there has
been any change, any improvement, any progress made
in the trestment of plague patients in our hospitals since
the epidemic yeer of 1894.

THEHON. E. R BELILIOSAND THE CHINESE

CUSTOMS.

TheHon. E. R. BELILIoS—I beg to ask the questions
ganding in my name.

Thequegtionswereasfollows—

1—The Seardary of State for the Colonies having
only sanctioned the collection of dutieson Opium by this
Government, do the Government propose to collect
Cudomsdutieson other commodities?

2—The Sations formerly belonging to the Imperid
Maritime Customs having been taken over by the Police,
will the Govenment say whether or nat the Customs
Offiddsaredill in occupation?

3—Have the Coonid Government underteken to
collect dutiestemporarily or for an indefinite period?

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—In the absence of
the Colonid Secrdary | have to give the answers. The
answer to the fird quedion is no. The answer to the
seoond quedtion is the gdf are ill in occupaion of
ome dations pending accommodation being provided
for them. The answer to the third quegtion is, for an
indefinite period.

THE PERSORDINANCE, 1899—THREATENED

OPPOSTION.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the first
reading of aBill entitied the Piers Ordinance, 1899.

The CoLONIAL TREASURER Seconded.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—SIT, | rise to move the
rejection of the firgt reading of this Bill on the ground
that it isavidlaion of exiding rights. There are wharves
and piers hdd under exiding Ordinances which have
dill some five years to run. There are others held under
gpecid agreements between the Government and the
whaf owners Frms and others holding licences for
wharves and piers under the dld scdle of feesare entitied
to three months notice before any change can be made
in the terms and conditions of the licences dready
granted. If the propased Ordinanceis passed and brought
into force on 1 July, eleven days hence, as dause 20 of
the Bill indicates, it would amount to a confiscation of
vauable property whally unauthorised by precedent in
imperid legidation.

His ExceLLencY THE GovERNOR—The Hon. the
Ading Attorney Generd has pointed out that it is not
usud for any honourable member, though it is in his
power to do S0, to object to theintroduction of aBill. | do
not know whether there is an indance here where the
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fird reading of a Bill has been objected to, becauseit is
merey laying the Bill on the table and then dl the
objections can be brought forward at the second reading.
Thefird reading of aBill is merdy theintroduction of a
meeaure to the Coundil. But as | say, | am not aware of
any reason why an honourable member should not take
an unusud courseand object to thefirdreeding.
TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—MYy remarks, sir, are
very brief. | will continue by saying that the rentsand
fees proposed to be charged under this Ordinance are
exorbitant. They are six times more than the highest
Crown rent charged upon the most vauable marinelots
in the colony. Thelicencees of wharves and piersdo not
derive any profit from thosewharves and piers; they are
therefor the public convenience and the public benefit—
to fadilitate shipping and to promotethe trade of the port.
They aredso essarntid for the proper landing of thefood
upply of the colony. Thereisnothing in this Ordinance
which would prevent anew Governor 12 months hence
coming to this Council and raising the rent of piersand
wharvesten-fold or from taking away the exemption
from taxes and the increased tenure which this
Ordinance professes to give them, asthe Government
have continuoudy in the Council amgority of officia
members who arerequired to vote as directed. ("Hesr,
hear," from the Hon. C. P. Chater.) | regard this
Ordinance as a retrograde movement of no ordinary
magnitude. It isjust as much adirect tax upon shipping
asthe recently proposed increasein light duesand the
propogition to establish and impose harbour dueswhich
the Secretary of Statefor the Coloniesin hiswisdom has
refused to sanction within the last few days. This
messure, S, isdedtined to interfere with the freedom of
the port and to retard its progress and impair its
prosperity, its progress and prosperity having mainly
been secured and maintained by the freedom of the port.
In a despatch some 45 years ago one of Your
Excellency's predecessors wrote:—"Believing that
thesati factory devel opment of our prosperity ismainly
dueto the emancipation of dl shipping and trade from
fiscd vexations and exactions, | trust no custom-house
machinery will ever be introduced, either for the
collection of tariff or harbour dues of for any purpose
which may check the free ingress and egress of dl
shipping to and from the port, nor the free transfer of
commodities from hand to hand. Hongkong presents
another example of the elasticity and potency of
unrestricted commerce which has more than
counterbalanced the barrenness of the soil, the absence
of agricultural and manufacturing industry, the
disadvantages of its climate, and every



impediment which would dog its progress” The
proposed legidation, Sr, in my opinion is a violation of
exiding rights, and it gopearsto me that it is tantamount
to a confiscation of vauable property. 1 would further
cdl the attention of the Government and the Coundil to
the fact that this important Ordinance did not reech the
hands of the unoffidd members until Saurday
afternoon. | am not aware of any cause for any urgency
in this matter, and | would direct the atention of the
Govenment to what the paliamentary committee
gppointed in 1847, to enquire into Hongkong affairs
sid— Clause 42, recommended, that "drafts of dl new
laws and regulations, unless of an urgent neture, should,
asin India, be published for three or 9x months before
they arefindly enacted.”

The Hon. C. P CHATER—I beg to second that
proposition.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL — Perhgps your
Excdlency will dlow me to sy afew words in answer
to the honourable member for the Chamber of
Commerce | do not know whether he is aware of the
fact thet | have dreedy arranged to have a conaultation
with Mr. Frandis, Q.C., upon the subject of thisBill. The
point was rased origindly by the senior unofficd
member upon the congruction of Ordinances 18 and 19
of 1884, but of course | do not know whether the senior
unofficid member intended Mr. Frandis to discuss with
me a0 the other question mentioned by the honourable
member for the Chamber of Commerce At dl everts |
know Mr. Frands is going to discuss with me the
question how this Ordinance will &ffect the rights of pier
ownarsunder Ordinances 18 and 19 of 1884, and | think
it is very probeble he will discuss with me further
questions mentioned by the honourable member for the
Chamber of Commerce. That conference will take place
on Thursday next, that is to say, before the second
reading of this Bill will come on. | do not seg, S, any
reason for ddaying thefirgt reeding of this Bill, because,
asyour Excdlency has pointed out, the first reeding of a
Bill is purdy aforma matter. The important question is
the second reading of the Bill and how this Bill ought to
be dedt with in committee | need not say that | sl
vay caefully ligen to any argument which may be
proposad to me by Mr. Francis upon the subject of this
Bill, and as to how far it interferes with exiding rights,
and as to how far it is proper in itsdf. If | think in any
way that this Bill does unduly interfere with exiding
rights, | shdl have no hestation whetever if laying that
view before Your Excdlency. It will bemy duty to do so.
With these few remarks, | suggest that the Bill ought to
go through thefirdt reeding. As| said, thefirgt reeding is
purely aformad matter.

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—If | may be dlowed to
say one word, | think the course which the honourable
Attorney-Generd hes referred to should be followed
beforeany Bill issubmitted even for thefirt reading.

The Bill passed its fird reeding, the Hon. T. H.
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Whitehead and the Hon. C. P, Chater voting againgt.

The Hon. J. J. Keswick—If | should be in order |
should like to ask on bendf of the Hongkong and
Kowloon Wharf and Godown Company for permission
to beheard by counsd at the second reeding.

His ExceLLency the GovernOR—I have no doubt
the Coundil would be pleasad to hear counsd.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—The honourable
member is quite right in moving & this meeting to
preservehisrights

Hon. J. J. Kesmick—Sir, on behdf of the Hongkong
and Kowloon Wharf and Godown Company | beg to
ask Your Excdlency’s permission that Counsd be hrd &
the sacond reeding of the Piers Ordinance The passing of
this Ordinance would, thesnoard of Directors ae
advised, affect the right B which the Company enjoysby
virtue of exiging Ordinances which it is proposed to
reped, and that is ther reeson for wishing to be
represented by Counsdl a the second reading.

The Hon. C. P CHATER seoonded, and the motion
wascaried

Subssquetly the ACTING  ATTORNEY-GENERAL
sad—With regard to the motion made just now by the
Honourable J. J. Keswick for Counsd to be heard on
bendf of the Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and
Godown Company | would point out to the honourable
gentleman thet according to Standing order 52 there
ought to be a petition presented to show the ressonswhy
it isdesired that counsd should be heard againg the Bill.
| am aure it would be a vay great assdance to
honourable members of this Coundil to have a petition
presanted setting forth the reasons for the opposition to
theBill.

His Excdlency the Governor—I hope that the
honouradle member will send in a petition which may
be drculaied among the members

TheHon. J. J. Keswick—I will attend toiit.

OTHER HRST READINGS

Thefdlowing bills passed their fird reedings without
comment.—

A Bill entitled An Ordinancefor the Naturdizetion of
Tsoi Yeuk-shan.

A Bill entitled an Ordinance for the Naturdization of
Fan Nang, dias Fan Say, dias Fan Pat Shen, dias Fen
Tun Shin.

A Bill entitted an Ordinance to further amend the
Public Hedlth Ordinance, 1887.

A Bill etitled an Ordinance to amend the Arms
Consolidation Ordinance, 1895.

A Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend the Liquor
Licenses Ordinance, 1898.

A Bill entitted an Ordinance to further amend the
Catle Disesses Saughter Houses and Markets
Ordinances
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A Bill enitted an Ordinance to authorise the
appropriation of a supplementary sum of 1 E.iT2 87
to defray the charges of the year 1898.

THELAWSRELATING TO CRIMINAL
PROCEDURE.

The Coundl went into committee to condder the
Bill entitled an Ordinance to consolidate and amend
the Laws rdaing to Crimind Procedure in the
Supreme Court.

The AcTiNGg ATToRNEY-GENERAL—WIth regard to
thisBill. | have laid upon the table of the Council the
report of the Standing Law Committee on the
Crimind Procedure Bill, and in addition to that report
there has ds0 been droulated a separae shet of
paper showing in what respects the amendments
proposed by the Law Committee affect the Bill as
reed a second time dso a print of the whole Bill
showing how the Bill will read if the amendments

proposed by the Law Committee are adopted. |
propose under Sanding Order 41, if no honourable

member has any objection to make, to move the
adoption of the repot of the Sanding Law
Committee in order that it may be dedt with in the
same way as a Bill reported upon by a committee of
thewhole Coundil.

His Excdlency the Governor—Has it been
certified by the Chairmen.

The AcTiNG ATTORNEY GENERAL—YES, 9T,

The Hon. C. P CHATER Seconded, and the motion
wascaried.

No amendments were made in committeg, and on
the Coundil resuming the Bill was read a third time

and passd.
ADJOURNED.

The Coundl adjourned until Tuesday next.




