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241 AUGUST, 1899.

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLEncy the Governor (Sir Henry Blake,
GCM.G).

His ExceLlency Mgor-Gengd  GASCOGNE
C.M.G. (Commeanding the Troops).

The Hon. J H. Sewart LockHAaRT CM.G,,
(Cdlonid Secretary).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Adting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Madter).

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent
of Police)

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Tressurer.)

Hon. R. D. Orvissy (Director of Public Works.)

Hon. C. R CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. Ho KAl

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLILIos, CM.G.

Hon. We A YUuk.

Hon. J. J. KEswick.

Mr. R. F. JornsTon (Acting Clerk of Coundils)

PAPERS

The CoLoniaL SecreTary lad on the teble the
report of the Subsdiary Coinage Committee, the
Superior and Subordinate Courts Returns for 1898,
and despaiches and other papers rdaing to the
extendon of the Coony of Hongkong. He dso
submitted finandd minute No. 2 and proposed thet it
be referred to the Finance Committee.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD gave ndtice of his
intention to ask the fallowing quedions at the next
mexting of the Council:—

Has the atention of the Honourable the Colonid
Secretary been directed to a leading Article in the
China Mail of Wednesday, August Sth, and will the
Honourable Member inform the Coundil:—

(L)—Is it the intention of the Government to
gppoint a Commisson to enquire into and report on
the dleged land jobbery in the Colony's recently
acquired territory, refared to in the sad atide and
widdy and publicly spoken about?

(2)—Wes the late Tung Cheong entrugted by the
Government on or about the 17th April lagt with
catain Government Prodametions to be conveyed
into the New Territory to be posted and placarded in
thevariousvillagesand townsherain?

(3)—If 0, under whose direction did the decessd
undertake the misson without an armed escort a a
time when the fact was notorious in the Colony that
the people in the New Teritory were unsettled,
digturbed??, and in ariotous and rebdlious condition?

(@—Isit truethet onthesad misson a or near the
village of Un Loong on 17th or 18th April lat the
sad Tung Chong wasfoully and brutaly murdered?

5.—Wheat remuneration, if any, has been paid to
the deceased'sfamily?



6.—Will the Government lay upon thetableacopy in
English of the Prodamations issued by the Canton and
the Colonid Governments previousto the 17th April last
and poged and placarded in the villages and towns
throughout the New Territory informing the people and
the inhabitants asto the effect the change of Government
would have on therr lives, liberties, and possessions, and
date the dates when such prodamdions if any were
posted and placarded; ? and

7.—What sttidfaction, if any, has been obtained from
the Chinese Government or the assault by the Chinee
on the Honourable the Captain Superintendent of Police
before our New Territory was taken over, and in repect
of the resgtance by thousands of amed Chinese to the
British entering into passession of the arealleasad by the
Imperid Chinese Governmert to Great Britain per the
Converttion of Jung 1898, the qudling of which
resstance resulted in congderable and lamentable lass of
life and which forced upon the Colony subdantia
amount of extraand avoidable expenditure?

Has the aterttion of the Honoureble the Director of
Public Works been directed to the China Mails leading
atidesof 15th and 23rd Augugt dleging the existence of
jery buildings in Hongkong; will the Honourable
Member inform the Coundil whether the said dlegation
arewd| founded; andif S0, will he daie whet powershis
Department possesses to to prevent the erection of such
buildings, what action has been taken by his Department
in the matter and if his powers ae inauffident is he
taking any Sepsto get increased powers?

His ExceLLency the GovernorR—remarked with
regad to quegion three—Tha cannot be put as a
question. Itisametter of opinion.

ANSWERSTO QUESTION.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD aked the fdllowing
quesions—

1—New Public Works—Wiill the Colonid Secretary
inform the Coundl whether the Government hes
sanctioned the Director of Public Works withholding
from the congderation of the Public Works Committes,
plans, drawings, specifications, estimate of cogt, and fulll
informetion regarding propasad new Public Works and,
if s0, what are the reasons for departing from the course
in connection therewith and which has been cusomary
hitherto for years pest?

2—"Beacondidd,” Repairs and Alterations. —Will
the Honourdble the Colonid Secrdary inform the
Council why the proposa to expend a subdtantid
amount of Public money on repairs and dterations to
"Bescondidd" was not submitted to the Public Works
Committee for thelr condderation and report to the
Coundil ashes hitherto been cusomary?

3. — "Bescondfidd" Expenditure — WIll the
Honoursble the Colonid Treesurer inform  the
Council—(1) under what authority was the sum of
$19,076.70 expended in dterations and repairs to
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"Bescondfidd." and cogt of the litigation in connection
therewith, disbursed; (2) on what date wes the sad
money paid; and (3) why has no financid minute been
submitted to the Coundl or the Finance Committee in
repect thereof?

4.—Public Works Committee—Will the Honourable
the Director of Public Works inform the Coundil why
plans drawings, specifications, estimete of cogt, and full
information in rethe new Public Works undertaken snce
about the middle of lagt year have not been submitted to
the Public Works Committee for condderation and
report to the Coundil as has been cusomary hitherto for
yearspad.

5 — Specid Commissona’s repot on New
Territory—With reference to the Spedid Commisson's
sport dated 8th October 1898, on the Extendon of the
Colony, will the Honourable the Colonid Secrdary
inform the Coundil whether, exdusve of sarvants any
other gentlemen or persons, Foreign or Chinese other
then those mentioned in para 3 of the sad report,
accompanied him on his visting any of the villages and
townsin theNew Teritory; if so, what werether names;
what was the necessity for their presence and why and
for what purpose were they permitted to accompany the
Commisson?

6. — Kowloon Hre Precattions — Will the
Honourable the Colonid Secretary inform the Coundil
whether, in view of the increesing number of houses on
the Kowloon Poninsula, the Government hes conddered
and deemed it expedient to meke requiste provison in
repect of abranch of the Fire Brigade there whereby it
will be possble to atempt to cope with any fireswhich
may heregiter teke place?

The CoLoNIAL SECReTARY—Sr, the ansver to the
firg quedion of the hon. member is no. The answer to
the sacond question is, because the expenditure was not
contempleted.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER—The anser to the third
guestion is (1) On the authority of His Excdlency the
Governor. (2) 3rd May lagt. (3) | do ot know.

The DIRECTOR OF PuBLIC WORKS.—The answer to
the fourth question is, No new public works have been
undertaken since the middle of lagt year which have not
been submitted to. conddered. and approved by the
Committee of the whole Legidaive Coundil, except a
few worksin the New Territory which being of urgency
were undertaken without the usud formdities being
gonethrough.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY —3ir, the answer to the
fifth question is, Yes, Commeander de Horsey, some of
the other officersof Her Mgesty's Ship Plover, and Mr.
Li Pak. for purposes of curiosity it is presumed,
accompanied the Commission
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ononeor two of itsviststo villagesin the new taritory.
Mr. Ng Sui Sheng accompanied the Commission
throughout the tour of ingpection, arranging for trangport,
Quides etc., and hisservices proved of greet assdance

His ExceLLency the Governor—With reference to
question No. 4, | may say to the honourable member thet
until 1 saw hisquestion | did not know of the existence of
the Public Works Committes, as the committee was
named on a day when | was absart, and & the next
mesting | probably hed not paid sufficient atention to
the reading of the minutes,

The CoLoNIAL SecreTARY—Gir, the answer to the
sixth quegtion is the mater is a presant under the
condderation of the Governmernt.

PROPOSED WORKS

The DIRecTOR OF PusLIC WoRrks — With your
Excdlency’s premission | beg to move that thefollowing
proposed works be refered to the Public Works
Committee of this Councl for consderaion and
report—(1) Police Sation a Kennedytown, (2) Char
shdter a Pesk Tram Staion. (3) High West road. (4)
Waterworks extension, Hongkong. (5) The erection of a
refuse digructor & Kennedytown. (6) Electric lighting &t
Government House (7) Minor roadsin the new territory.
(8) Preparing the Set for the Governor's Pesk Residence
(9) Kowloonwater supply. (10) Pokfulam conduit road.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY seconded and the motion
weascaried.

THE LIQUOR LICENSESORDINANCE.

On the mation of the ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLONIAL SECRETARY, the Bill entitled
an Ordinance to amend the Liguor Licenses Ordinance,
1898, wasread athird time and passd.

ADJOURNMENT
The Coundil then adjourned snedie

FNANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was then hdd,

the Colonid Secretary presiding.
FURNITURE FOR "THE CLIFFS"

The CHAIRMAN—The fird minute | have to bring
before the Coundl is one in which the Governor
recommends the Coundl to vote a sum of $1,500 to
meet the expenses of furniture, & ¢, & "The Cliffs”

Thevotewasagread to.

EXPENDITURE IN THENEW TERRITORY ON

BEACONSHELD, ETC.

The CHAIRMAN—The next vote is one in which the
Governor recommends the Coundl to vote a sum of
$170,000in ad of the following votes—New Teritory,
$100,000; Plague 20,000, Miscdlaneous Savices
(Other), $40,000; Printing, $10,000; Totd, $1.70,000.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Before you procesd
with thisvote | should like to know exactly how much of
this$100,000 has dreedy been expended?

The CHaIRMAN—ADout $60,000. It is proposed of

course later on to lay full details on the table, and
estimates of future expenditure to be incurred this yeer
will dso be given. Up to the 31t July about $60,000 of
theamount had been expended.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Can you tel us how
much has been spent on the new road?

The CHaIRMAN—I do nat think | have got the figures
by me, but al theinformation can belaid on the Coundil
teble before the vote comes befare the full Coundl if
honourable membersdedreit.

The Hon. C. P CHatER—I think we might have a
Oetailed account of what has been expended and what is
to be expended to make up the $100,000.

The CHAIRMAN—Certanly.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—IN View of Colonid
Office Regulation 348, why were gspedficaions,
drawings and edimates of the cogt of the road and new
works not submitted to the Public Works Committee or
to the Coundl, as has hitherto been the cusom in
connectionwith dl new works?

The CHAIRMAN—Thework was consdered to beone
of emergency, and to save time it was commenced a
once

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Does that expenditure
of $100,000 indude any expensssincurred by the navd
and military authorities in quelling the opposition by the
2000 or 3000 amed Chinee to the British taking
possession of the New Territory?

The CHAaIRMAN—It includes the expensesincurred in
regard to the New Territory.

Hon. T. H. WHTEHEAD — But the military
expenditure, has the colony been cdled upon to pay
that?

The CHAIRMAN—NO.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Then in the Satement
you have offered to place before the Coundil will you
indude the extra expense caused to the Colonid
Govenmet by and in consequence of the armed
opposition by the Chinese to the British occupation—ll
the extraexpenditureincurred?

The CHAIRMAN—On what do you mean, shipsand 0
on?

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Has any extra expense
been causad to the Colonid Government by the armed
opposition of the Chiness?

The CHAaIRMAN—NOL beyond the burming down of
the mat-sheds and the expenditure on account of HM.S
Fameand Humber.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—WAI, thet is extra
avoidable expenditure—will the cost thereof beinduded
inthe datement?

The CHAIRMAN—The gatement which will belaid on
the table will give details of the expenditure. | may
mention that this $100,000 is s mply asum on account
of expenses already
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incurred and which will be incurred in the immediate
future, but this $100,000 will not cover the whole of the
expensss of theNew Tarritory thisyesr.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD — There was
condderable militery expense incurred. Has any dam
been meade on the colony on account of it?

The CHaIrRmMAN—NoO dam hes been mede on the
colony in respect of the military expenditure

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—Will the colony haveto
bear, or isit likely to be cdled upon to beer the expense
in regard to the military expedition?

The CHAIRMAN—Thet | am ungbleto answer.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—With regard to the
expense incurred in connection with the taking and the
occupation of Samchun and Chinese Kowloon City, no
dam hasbeen made on the colony?

The CHaIrRmMAN—NoO dam hes been mede on the
colony.

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—What extra alowances
have been recommended by you, gr, to be granted to
any of the Government employees for their sarvices in
the New Taritory on account of thar spedid fact in
dedling with Chinese and their spedid knowledge of the
Chinese language? Has any of this $100,000 been spent
in connection withit?

The CHAIRMAN—SD far as | am aware no gedid
alowance has been granted to any one for pedid tectin
deding with Chinese and spedid knowledge of the
Chinese language, but an dlowance of 25 per cat. on
their pay is granted to certain officars sarving over there
The expenditure on that account will be furnished in the
Satement.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—There is ancther item
in the vote, "Miscdlaneous sarvices (other) $40,000."
Can you give us any explanation as to how thisis made
up?
The CHAIRMAN—This s mede up of two items One
is money the Government had to pay for the repair of
"Beecondfidd" and the other is money it had to pay in
consequence of the daughter of cartain animds a the
ingance of the Sanitary Board. In round figures there
was about $20,000 to pay in either case.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—I am opposed to this
vote on account of the expense in connection with
"Beacondfidd"

The CHAIRMAN—Then you oppose tha item, |
undergtand?

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—I Opposethat item.

The CHaIRMAN—Is there any other item you wish to
ask about?

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—The detals of the item
$20,000 on account of plaguewill be given?

The CHAIRMAN—If they aredesired.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—NOt full detals a
generd datement.

The CHAIRMAN—A generd datement can be dravn
up without much difficulty.

The Hon. C. P CHaTER—With regard to the item of
$40,000, | think hon. members would like some further
information. How came it that the Government had to
pay some $20,000 on account of "Beacondidd," and
why wasit paid over without information being given to
honourable members?

The CHAIRMAN—The Government did not condder
itdf lidble for the amount. The case wes tried in the
Supreme Court, as is no doulot known to dl honourable
members present, and the Government hed to pay the
money becausethe casewent againg it.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD —BUt before the
Government went into the Supreme Court, was there
any offer of any compromise madein any shepe or form
which would have involved the raepayers in a less
siousloss?

The CHAIRMAN—The Government in taking the
meatter into court did o because it thought it was not
justified in paying the amount daimed. It thought it was
acting in the bedt interests of the ratepayers in taking the
metter into ocourt, but it logt the cass its surmise not
proving correct.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD — Might not the
unofficid members have been consulted before rgjecting
any reasonable compromiseif oneweas offered?

The CHAIRMAN—I am not aware of any compromise
being offered. As | sad, the Government thought they
wereacting inthe best interests of the ratepayers.

The Hon. C. P. CHATER—Was that decison againgt
the Government? The damwas mede by a Chinamen.

The CHAIRMAN—The dedison was such thet the
Government was advised by its legd adviser that it was
necessary to pay thismoney.

The Hon. C. P CHateER—1 think in future if
informetion is given to us without our having to find it
out it would fedilitate the business of the Council say
much. In an expenditure like this of $40,000, if the two
itemswere kept apart it would be better.

The CHAIRMAN—Then in a large amount like this
you would like the main heeds of expenditure to be put
down? That ssemsto be areasonable request, and | will
sethatitiscarried out.

The Hon. C. P CHATER—Then with regard to the
$100,000, we heer that $60,000 of it has been expended,
but weredly do not know onwhat.

The CHARMAN—I think your request is a very
reesonable one, and | shdl have sdidfaction in seeing
thet your suggedtioniscarried out in thefuture

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—DBefore you put the
vote perhgps the honourable member (Hon. E R
Bdilios) theowner of "Beacondidd’
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caninformuswhether any compromisewas offered?

The Hon. E. R. BELILIos—Should | ansver such a
question asthat?

The CHAIRMAN—I do nat think this the place to
discussthe question again. It has been decided by a.court
of lan, and | do not think the Finance Committee is the
place to enter into the merits of the case To answer the
question which the honourable member has been asked
would open up thewhole case agan.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—It is with a view to
saving the ratepayers from such a feaful loss in the
future If this matter had been refarred to the Public
Works Committee in accordance with the Colonid
Officeregulaions—

The CHAIRMAN — This expenditure was never
contemplated.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—It is only fair |
should inform the Coundl that a compromise wes
uggested and thet | advisad the Government to acoept
that compromise. (Hear, hear.) The Government would
have saved agreet ded of this $19,000 which was mede
up of cogts. In conseguence of A Hok losing his case he
had adam againg the Government, who had to pay not
only hiscogsbut thase of Mr. Bdliliosaswdl. As| have
dreedy informed the Counal | strongly advised the
Government —as drongly as | could—to acoept thet
compromise, but the Government did not do so.

The CHAIRMAN—AS | have dready informed the
Committee, the Government in taking this meter into
court did 0 bdieving thet it was adting in the best
interegts of the ratepayers, notwithdanding any advice
giventoit.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Kai—I think a that time Mr.
Pollock gave hisadvice as Acting Attorney-Generd.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I| advised the
Government asstrongly as | could.

The CHAIRMAN—That isametter between the Acting
Attorney-Generd and the Governmett.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—It was absolutdy
impossible for anyone to urge the metter more srongly
onthe Government then | did.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD — | move the
adjournment of this vote for further congderation urtil
further paticulars are fumished. | disgpprove vey
strongly of the mode in which this vote of $40,000 has
been brought forward and the mode in which particulars
have been conceded. The Government have not played
thegame

The CHAIRMAN—I do not quite understand the
honourable gentleman. Any information the honourable
gentleman has asked for has been given to him. There
has been no atempt to conced anything. There is
absolutdy nathing to conced. The request of the Senior
Unoffica Member that particulars should be given
when a large sum is brought forward to be voted is a
reasonable one, and it will be carried out. | have brought

forward this vote in the form votes have aways been
brought forward. The Hon. member has proposad thet
this vote should be postponed for furthur consideration.
Does anybody second?

The Hon. Dr. HoKAI seconded.

On the matter being put to the vote the Hon. T. H.
Whitehead's maotion was log, five voting for and Sx
agangt. Thefallowing voted for: —TheHon. Wei A Yuk;
theHon. T. H. Whiteheed, theHon. Dr. HoKai, the Hon.
C. P. Chaer, and the Hon. H. E. Pallock. Those who
voted againg werethe Hon. E. R. BdliliostheHon. R. D.
Ormsby, the Hon. F. H. May the Hon. W. M. Thomson,
theHon. R. M. Rumsey, and theHon. J. J. Keswick.

Thevotewas accordingly passed.

MAINTENANCE OF WATER WORKS
A vote of $6,000 in ad of the vote "Maintenance of
Weater Works' wasagreed to.

THENEW TERRITORY AGAIN.

The next vote submitted was one in which the
Govenor recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of
$38,750 in ad of the following votes—Passages and
Bonusss $5,500, Arms and Ammunition $100. Ol
Wick and Gasfor Barracks $1,600 Repairs to Boats and
Launches $3,000, Cod, Qil, &c. for Launches $13,800,
Conveyance of Pdlice, Prisoners, &c, $1,500, Incidentd
Expenses $1,500, Clothing and Accoutrements $3,500,
Meds for Prisoners in cdl $300, Photography $200,
Smd| Sores $100, Ration Allowance $6,000, and Good
Conduct Badges $1,650. Total $38,750.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—It iS goparently in
connection with expensesfor the New Territory?

The CHAIRMAN—YeS a good ded in connection,
with the New Territory.

Thevotewas passed,

THE POST OFFICE.

A vote of $3,250 in ad of the vote for "Incidental

expensss’ of the Pogt Office was agreed to.
THEELECTRICLIGHT AT GOVERNMENT
HOUSE.

The next minute was one in favour of a vote of
$5,645.50 to cover the cogt of the inddlation of the
dectriclight a Government House

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD Suggested that the item
emed asubgtantid ong,

The CHAIRMAN—If the honourable member would
liketo havefull particulars—

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—I| have no desire
wheatever. | supposein this case they were entirdy a the

mercy of the Company, and tha the Company were
meking hay while the sun shone?

The CHAIRMAN—ASTar as| am aware, only one
Company can do the work in Hongkong,
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and the Govenmantt had to have recourse to its
srvices As to whether the charges were exorbitant
the Director of Public Works will be adle to inform
you.

The DirecTor oF PusLic Works— This matter
came before the Public Works Committee Mog of
the prices are caidogued prices and as far as we
couldjudge the Electrie Company were not gicking it
oninany way.

The CHairvan—Then the Company does not

desarveabad character.
TheDirector of Public Works—No.
Thevotewas passed.
LAUNCHESFOR THENEW TERRITORY.
A vote of $91,500 to cover the cost of geam
launches for the use of the New Territory was agreed

to.
Thiswasdl thebusness




