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41H OCTOBER, 1899.

PRESENT.—

HisExceLLENCY the GovERNOR (SF HENRY BLAKE,
GCM.G)

The Hon. J H. Sewarr LockHart, CM.G.
(Cdonid Scretary)

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Adting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Mader).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvssy (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. Ho KAl

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Mr. R. E Jonnston (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

PAPERS

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY laid onthetable English
trandation of the procdamaions issued by the
Magidrate of the San On Didrict and the Viceroy of
Canton regarding the New Territory, satement of
expenditure on plague; Satement of extraexpenditure
under sub-head "Miscdlaneous sarvices' (Other);
datement of expenditure (actud and edimated) for
1899 in connection with the New Teritory; and
further papers rdating to the military operations in
connection with the disturbance on the taking over of
the New Tarritory.

FNANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secremary lad on the tabdle
finandd minutes Nos 13 to 15 and proposed thet
they bereferred to the Finance Committee,

The ColoniAL TREASURER seconded and  the
motion was carried.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary lad on the tadle report
of the Finance Committee (No. 4) and moved its
adoption.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER Seconded.

BEACONSHELD AGAIN

TheHon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—] riseto move that

the report No. 4 be referred back to the Finance

Committee for amendment and in order that the
members may have the opportunity of discusing the
printed satement which should have been beforethe
committee at last meeting and before the vote of
Hiition was passed. At the last meeting of the
Council the honourable the Colonid Treasurer, in
reply to my query asto why no finance minute had
been submitted to the Coundil in connection with the
expenditure on "Beacondfidd.” said, "1 do not know."
At thelast meeting of the Finance Committee it was
discovered that the expenditure of $20,095.89 in
guestion wasinduded under the heed "Misodlaneous
sarvices, (other).” In fact, it appeared to have been
smuggled in, and it was not until questions were
asked that we found out that the expenditure on
account of "Beacondfield" wasincluded under the
heading of "Miscdlaneous sarvices" The said minute
was laid on the table on the 31st July last by the
honourable the Colonia Secretary. The honourable
the Colonid Secretary and the honourable member
were present when the Colonia Treasurer replied to
my query. | think it was the duty of the Colonial
Secretary to have informed the Council that the
expenditure in question wasind uded under the heed
"Miscellaneous services' instead of keeping the
information concealed from the Council. At the
meeting of the Finance Committee in question the
honourable member the owner of "'Bescondfidd” was
dlowed to votefor the expenditure of public money
for repairsto hisown property. Sir, | would ask youto
ingruct the Colonid Secretary, the chairman of the
Finance Committee, to direct the honourable member
the owner of "Bescondfidd" to refrain from voting on
those questionsin which heis pecunianily interested.
Speaking in the House of Commons on the 7th July
last Mr. Chamberlain, the Secretary of Statefor the
Colonies, sad: "I observefrom the newspapersto-day
thet | am gated to be one of thelargest shareholders of
the Roya Niger Company, and oneor more of these
newspapers state that | am thus in the
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podition of vendor and vendee....l desire to date exactly
whet my padtion in the metter is When the Nationd
African Company, which was the parent of the Royd
Niger Company, was formed 17 years ago | goplied for
shares, and a catain dlotment was made to me. As it
was less then the goplication made, | subsequently
increasad my holding to 1,500 sheres There seamsto be
a misgpprehenson as to the vdue of this investmert,
because there ae two dasses of dhaes in the
Company—one of £10, fully paid up, and the other £2
only paid up. My dlotment was the £2 shares, and my
totd investment was of the smdler amount—£3,000. |
may sy in passing that it would be difficult for any hon.
member of thisHouseto inves in anything which might
not & sometime or other be the subject of discussonin
this House But when the quettion of the possible
revocation of the charter came before the Government |
took the opportunity to inform the Prime Miniter and my
colleagues of the fadt that | had some interest in the
Company; and | begged, therefore, to be excusad from
offering any opinion on the transaction, and from taking
any pat whatever in any negotiations which might
subsequently take place. Accordingly these negatiations
have been etirdy in the hands of my right hon. friend
the Chancdlor of the Exchequer, and | did not know of
the result until the matter was subdantialy settled.” |
obsrve gr, from the printed datement of the
expenditure estimated and actud for the nine months of
this year in connection with the New Taritory the sum
will amount to the grand totd of $346,629.17. | think, Sir,
thet the unofficid members are entitled to a little more
time to carefully condder and study the mater. At the
last mesting of the Coundcil the Honourable the Colonid
Tressurer informed the members that the expenditure in
connection with "Beecondfidd" was paid by and under
theauthority of your Excdlency onthe 3rd of May lagt. |
think, g, thet to pay public moneys on the 3rd May and
four months later to ask the Coundil to sanction the said
expenditure ater the money has gone beyond their
contral isan irregular proceeding, and | believe dso thet
itiscontrary to Colonid Office regulations. At dl events
it is a proceading againg which | record my formd

protest.
His ExceLLEncY the GovERNOR—What mater do
you refer to?
The Hon. T. H. WHTEHEAD — | refe to

"Bescondfield" expenditure of $20,095.89. In 1891 Sr
William Des Voeux, who wasthen Governor, followed a
like course, in paying away public funds without the
sanction of the Coundl firg obtained, and three of the
unofficia members forwarded a written protest egangt
same to the Searetary of State, and Lord Knutsford in a
despatch addressed to the Officer Adminigering the
Government, dated 4th Augud, 1891, said—"Sr,—I
have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your
Despatch No. 166 of 28th May lagt, forwarding a protest
from three of the Unofficid Members of the Coundil

agang the payment of the lapsad portion of the Military
Contribution for 1899, before it had been revoted by the
Coundil. | regret that the Coundl was not informed
when asked to re-vote the money thét it had been dreedy
pad in anticipation of the re-vote, which should have
been teken fire" |, therefore, Sir, propose the amendment
| have mentioned.

His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR (&fter apause)—
Doesany honourable gentleman second it? Whether itis
seconded or not | should be very sorry indeed if the
honourable gentleman did not receive some explanation,
which | think is due on the question of thisitem, for |
takeit that the item which the honourable gentleman is
dludingtoistheitemn in connection with "Bescondfidd."
| saw in the public press after the last finance meeting
what hed taken place at that mesting. | think it well that
the Council should know exactly what took place, and |
will tell you sofar as| amable. A very short time after |
arived inthecolony | received aletter from Mr. Bdlilios
asking meto re-open the question of "Bescongfield.” |
looked over the papers and | found that it had been
decided before | came here by my predecessor, and
consequently | answered that | declined to re-open the
guestion. That wasin December. In the early part of
January it was brought to my notice, and in fact it was
recommended by the Acting Attorney-Generd, thet this
case should be compromised. | think the Acting
Attorney-Generd can have no objection to my saying
this now, although there is asalutary rule that the
opinions of the Attorney-General are held to be
confidentid. At thet time the pogtion was peculiar. The
position at that moment was that a case had been taken
agang Mr. Bdlilios by acontractor named Ah Hok, who
claimed from him certain moneys due for an
expenditure on "Beascondidd” which he declared by his
plendings had been undertaken by permission of Mr.
Bdiliosand carried out through Mr. Bdliliossagert. The
counsel for Ah Hok in that case was the Acting
Attorney-Generd and the solicitor for Ah Hok wasthe
Crown Salicitor. The case came before me at amoment
when the pleadingswere changed. The pleadingswere
changed in thisway—that the Public Works Department
wereinsarted inthem asthe agents of Mr. Bdlilios | hed
a thetimeas Acting Colonia Secretary Mr. Sercombe
Smith, who was also abarrister. Mr. Sercombe Smith
was very strongly of opinion that the Government were
not liable in any way, but the result of the change of
pleadings practically would be that in the event of the
case being decided in favour of Mr. Belilios the
Government would be the defendants, and in theface of
t h i s a d v i ¢ e
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and under those drcumdances | redly did not know
who the Government were to look to. The gentleman
a that time engaged as counsd for Ah Hok would
dther be engaged for Ah Hok or for the Government,
having firg of dl decided from the pleadings thet
precticdly the Government were lisdbe | sy
diginctly that no one hasahigher opinion than | have
of the Ading Attorney-Genegrd, and tha no one
redises more fully than | do the enormous care he
takesin dl his cases and his anxigty to do his work
fathfully and hon edly, but whet | fdt was that
humen nature was humen nature, and that it was
amod impassible for any man to judge both sdes of
a guestion when that man is engaged and has been
engaged for some time on one side of that question.
That was my own view; | may have been pefectly
wrong. Having looked over the papers and much
corregpondence | shared the opinion of my Acting
Colonid Sexreay, who wes, as | have sad, a
barriger, thet the Government were not lidble and
should not be hed lidble, and | held furthermore that
if the Government were ligble then Mr. Bdilios ought
to be paid and thet if they were nat ligble | would not
pay him a fraction. That was the pogtion | took up,
and | dedlined to interfere in any way. | sad if the
court of lawv deddes tha the Government ae
ultimately liable for this money then the colony can
pay the money; if the court of law does not deddein
thisway then we do nat pay anything. The case went
before the court, and a jury of seven decided by a
narow mgority of one that Mr. Bdlilios was not
lichle. Thereisa phase of this question which | think
it as wdl you should undergand. At the meeting of
the Finance Committee it looked as if the Colonid
Saoretary knowing  cetain drocumdances was
postivdy conceding them. A great pat of the
correspondence which hed taken place, induding a
vay drong recommendaion from the Acting
Attorney-Generd thet | should compromise this case,
and my obsarvations in answer to his minutes, | put
by on a confidentid file. It was nat put with the other
papers and was nat seen by the Colonid Secrdtary,
who knew practicdly nothing a dl about the metter.
As you know he was engaged in the New Territory,
and that will explain the fact thet, not having hed the
papers before him, he had not seen this phase of the
metter. But there is the case. Honourable members
will seethat so far as| am concerned | dedined to pay
anything we were not obliged by law to pay. When
the present Acting Chief Judice, Mr. Goodmean, but
who was then Attorney-Generd, came back in April,
| put the whole of the metter before him. He looked
dosdy into it and he said we might possibly succeed
in the event of Ah Hok bringing a case againg the
Government, but in his opinion the Government

would not succeed. But if we did sucoeed the pogtion
would be that a contractor who had honestly done
what hewas ordered to do, either by one of the Public
Works employees or the Assgant Director of Public
Works, and had doneit fathfully, would be placed in
the podtion of nat being ble to recover ether from
the Government or from Mr. Bdilios, which would
be a scandd, and on the whole he srongly advisd
thet the man should be paid. | ordered that he should
be paid, and in doing thet | was wrong. | ought to
have put the matter before you and asked for your
vote. It did not srike me at thetime, and | am sorry it
did not. That isthe whole case 20 far asthis méetter is
concerned a the presant. | think the advice given by
the Acting Attorney-Generd was sound advice, but |
was in a peculiar pogtion & the time, and, as | have
sad before, | fdt that if Mr. Bdilios had aright to be
paid he should be paid in full—it was nat a matter to

higge over—but thet if he had not | did not fed
judtified in paying a penny of public money until the
court of law had decided the point. On the question of
bringing this matter before the Coundl | confess, as
the honourable member hes pointed out, that the
money ought not to have been paid beforeit not been
brought before the Coundil, and | regret it very much
(Heer, hear)) Does any honourable gentleman second
thisamendment of the honourable Mr. Whiteheed's?

No one seconded the amendment, and the motion
wasput and carried.

REPORT OF THE PUBLICWORKS COMMITTEE.

The DirecTor oF PuBLIC Works laid on the table
the report of the Public Works Committee

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—IN connection with
that report | may be alowed to earnestly hope thet the
Director of Public Works will nat fal to procesd
without delay with the congtruction of the three roads,
asthey are very much needed hethere mentions—the
road from the Upper Tram Saion to High West
Saddle; the road from Cadtle Pesk Bay to Fing Shen
and Un Loong, and the road dong the Pokfulam
Conduit Eagt End | fully concur in the words of
Gengd Black that "roads are the precursors of
dvilisstion and progress, and that they diginguish a
rigng from abarbarous sate”

TAXING COSTSIN THE SUMMARY COURT.

The AcTing ATToRNEY GENERAL laid on the table
rules for taxing codts in the Summeary Court and
proposed thet they be gpproved of to by the Coundil.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY Seconded, and the
motion was caried.

QUESTIONSAND ANSWERS.

The Hon. T. H. WHITHEAD—I rise to ak the

questionsof which | have given natice



Thequegtionswere asfollow:—

Has the atention of the honourable the Colonid
Secretary been directed to aleading atide in the China
Mail of Wedneday, August Sth, and will the honourable
member inform the Coundil:—

(1a)—lsit theintention of the Government to gppoint
a Commission to enquire into and report on the dleged
land jobbery in the colony's recently acquired territory,
referred to in the sad atide and widdy and publidy
spoken about?

(2)—Wes the late Tung Cheong entrusted by the
Government on or about the 17th April lagt with certain
Government proclamationsto be conveyed into the New
Teritory to be posted and plecarded in the various
villagesand townstherein?

(3)—If s, under whose direction did the decessed
undertake the misson without an armed escort?

(4)—lIsit true that on the said mission & or near the
village of Un Loong on 17th or 18th April lagt the said
Tung Cheong wasfoully and brutally murdered?

(5)—Wha remuneration, if any, hasbeen paid to the
deceased'sfamily?

(6.)—Will the Government lay upon the table a copy
in English of the Prodamations issued by the Canton
and the Colonid Governments previous to the 17th
April last and pogted and placarded in the villages and
towns throughout the New Teritory informing the
people and the inhabitants as to the effect the change of
Government would have on their lives, libaties, and
posessons ad dae the daes when such
proclamations, if any, were pasted and placarded?

(7)—What stidaction, if any, hes been obtained
from the Chinese Government for the assault by the
Chinese on the Honourable the Captain Superintendent
of Police before our New Teritory was teken over, and
in regpect of the ressance by thousands of amed
Chineseto the British entering into possession of thearea
leasad by the Imperid Chinese Government to Greet
Britain per the Convention of June, 1898, the qudlling of
which resstance resulted in congderable and lamenteble
loss of life and which forced upon the colony a
substantia amount of extraand avoidable expenditure?

(8) Heastheatention of the Honourablethe Director
of Public Works been directed to the China Mail's
leeding artides of 15th and 23rd Augudt dleging the
exigence of jery buildings in Hongkong; will the
Honourable Member inform the Coundl whether the
sad dlegation is wdl founded; and if S0, will he date
whet powers his Department possesses to preveant the
erection of such buildings, what action has been teken by
his Department in the metter; and if his powers are
insuUfficient, is he teking any steps to get incressed
powers?

TheCoLoNIAL SECRETARY replied asfollow: —

Theanswer to Question | isinthe negative

Inreply to Question 1A, | beg to refer the Honourable
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Member to paragraph 52 of the correspondence lad
upon theteble a thelast mesting of Coundl.

Theanswer to Quedtion 2 isthat at theingance of the
Colonid Secretary one of the gentry of the New
Territory undertook to have copies of the Prodametion
posted and he entrusted the duty of posting some of
themto Tang Chueng.

In reply to Question 3 | beg to refer the Honourable
Member to the answer to thelast question.

The answer to Quesdtion 4 is in the afirmetive The
murderers have been convicted and have suffered the
extreme pendty of thelaw.

In answer to Question 5 | beg to dae that the
Govarnment is teking care of one of the sons of the
Oeoeasd.

In reply to question 6, | beg to refer the Honourable
Member to page 21 of the published correspondence for
a tradation of the Prodametion issued by His
Excdlency the Governor, and | now lay upon thetablea
trandaion of the Prodamationsissued by the Magidtrate
of the San On Digrrict and the Viceroy of the Two
Kwang Provinces. So far as can be ascartained the dates
of podting the Prodlamationswere asfallows —

The Prodamation of the Sen On Magidrae was
poded between the 27th and the 30th March; the
Prodamation of the Viceroy was poged about the Sth
April; the Prodametion of His Excdlency the Governor
was pogted between the 10th and 15th April.

Theanswer to Quedion 7is, "l cannat say."

The DIReCTOR oF PusLic WORKS, replying to the
gghth question, said:—I have reed the artidesrefared to
and think there is foundation for the dlegations. The
powers possessad by my department are defined in the
Ordinances 15 of 1839 and 25 of 1891. An dfficer of the
department, assged by an overses, ingoects building
worksin progress. The exceptiond amount of such work
in the colony a present mekes an increae in the gaff
necessary if thiswork of supervison isto be thoroughly
performed. The maiter is engaging the atertion of the
Govemment.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD gave natice of his
intention to ask the following quedions a the next
mesting of the Council:—

1—With reference to the Honourable The Colonid
Secretary's report, dated 8th October, 1898, on the
extension of the colony, which under Expenditure
reeds—"The cost of administering the new territory is
estimated at $125,000. The chief items are:—Police
$33,223, Surveyors $14,400, Miscdllaneous $24,657,
total $72,280. When the work of survey has been
completed such a large staff of surveyorswill be
unnecessary, but it is important, as has been
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pointed out, that the land under cultivation should be
aurveyed as quickly as possble Miscdlaneous
expenditure hes been edimated & a high figure, as
unforeseen expenses are ure to be large when the
territory isfirgt taken over," will the hon. member inform
the Coundil how and upon what besis the sad esimate
was arived d, and date whether the Hon. The Captain
Superintendent of Police was satidfied that the sad
esimate of $33,223 per annum would be adequiate to
eficiently police the New Territory —ssaing thet in the
datement of expenditure in connection with the New
Teritory for 1898 laid upon the table to-day the grand
tota of expenditure amountsto no lessthan $346,629.17,
of which the palice expenditure, actud and edimated,
for April to December, 1898is$88,972.10?

2—Will the Honourable The Colonid Secretary lay
upon the table a statement showing the expenditure
incurred by the Colonid Government in conseguence of
the rebdlious disurbances and the amed Chinese
opposition to British occupeation of the Territory lessed
by the Imperid Chinee Govenment per the June
Convention of lest year?

3—Through whose omisson or neglect was it thet
the Government were not sooner informed of the
presence in and around Taipohu of 2/3000 armed
Chinese with guns entrenched and in podtion which
mus have teken sevard days prepardion, and what
precautions, if any, were taken to find out the actud
condition of the Chinese on the borders of and in the
New Territory between Mirs Bay and Degp Bay before
ordering luncheon for alarge number of invited gueds,
effecting insurance on the seamer Hankow for thetrip to
Mirs Bay which did nat teke place and meking
daborate arrangements for the opening ceremony &
which it was proposed to hoig the British Hag a
Taipohu on 17th April lagt, dl which arangements, after
condderable expenditure was incurred thereon, hed &
thelagt moment to be abandoned?

With reference to Financid Minute No. 12 in which
the Governor recommends the Coundil to vote a sum of
$91,500 to cover the cost of three geam launches
required by the Policein thewaters of the New Territory,
will The Honourable The Harbour Magter inform the
Coungl:—

1 —Whether tenders for the condruction of the
launches have been invited from the vaious
shipbuilding inditutionsin the colony?

2—If 0 has ay tender been accepted and if
acoepted what will be the cogt of the regpetive
launches?

3—What arethedzes of thehullsand theengines?

4.—Will they be composite built or will theframesbe
of hard wood?

5.—If of thelatter will the curved frames be naturd or
cut from graight timber?

6. —Whether launches condructed with curved

frames cut from draight timber will be as servicedble
and asdurable as composite built launches?

7.—Whether launches with frames of wood are more
codtly then thosewith sted frames? and

8.—Whether Expats in Shipbuilding would pass
launchesbuilt of curved frames cut from Sraight timber?

Will the Honourable The Harbour Mader inform the
Councl of the droumgances under which the
Government refusad dearance to the American trangport
Tartar on 13th September lad, and granted degrance to
the said trangport on 14th idemwithout her having added
in any way in Hongkong to her lifesaving gpplicances?

PROPOSED WORKS

The DIReCTOR OF PuBLiIc Works — With your
pamission, dr, | beg to move tha the following
proposed works be refared to the Public Works
Committee for report: —(1) Extenson tdephone to
Pingshen and Un Long; (2) Police Sations (permanent)
a Sarling Inlot, Saikung, T'9in Wan, and Shatin.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the mation
wascurried.

HARST READINGS

Thefollowing passed their firgt reedings —

Bill entitled an Ordinance for the naturdization of Sin
Hip Pan, dias Sin Shu Fan, dias Sin Shiu Kin, dias Sn
Ping Kim.

Bill entitled an Ordinance for the naturdization of
Kwok Yung KamdiasKwok To Ka diasKwok Ying.

Bill entitled an Ordinance for the naturdization of Ho
Shun To, dias Ho Kwan Yuk, dias Ho Fing Un, dias
HoTsol.

Bill entitled an Ordinance for the naturdization of Hu
Choo, dias Hu Shun Tsun, dias Hu Ping Fong, diasHu
Na Kwal.

Bill entitled an Ordinance for the naturdization of Lo
KunTing, dias Lo Fo, dias Lo Ching Chiu, diasLo Tin
Fui.

Bill entited an Ordinance to amend the Vagrancy
Ordinance, 1897.

Bill etitled an Ordinance to amend the Rating
Ordinance, 1888.

Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Crown Lands
Resumption Ordinance, 1889.

THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND GIRLS

The Coundl went into Committee on the Bill entitled
an Ordinance to amend the Protection of Women and
GirlsOrdinance, 1897.

A dip of pape contaning suggested further
amendments to be made in committee had been
dreulated, and some of these amendments, which were
but small ones, were adopted without comment.

It had been suggested to amend dlause 5 of the Bill so
asto read asfollows—

5.—After theuse of any premises asalodging house
for prostitutes, or disorderly



persons or as a brothd has been discontinued under the
provisons of dause 4 of this Ordinance, the immediate
landiord or the mortgagee in possession of such
premises for the time being, or if such landlord or
mortgage is aosent from the colony or under any
disshility, hisattorney or agent shdl, if such premisesare
found to be agan in use as a lodging house for
prodiitutes or disorderly persons, or asabrothd, belicble
upon summary conviction before a Magidrate to the
payment of a fine nat exceading five hundred dallars,
and in default of payment of such fine to imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding one year with or without hard
labour:

"Provided neverthdess tha if such landlord or
mortgagee or atorney or agent shdl ether make such
complant to a Magidrae as in the next ssction
mentioned within such time as such Magidrate sl
condder to be ressonddle, or dse ddl prove to the
sidattion of the Magigrae that neither he nor the
person employed by him or on his behdf to collect the
rent of such premises knew or had resonable means of
knowing that such premises were being S0 used as
aforesad, then and in such case the Magidrate shdl not
convict under thissection.”

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—The object of
this amendment is to meet a poirt raised a the lest
mexting of the Coundil that it would be hard upon the
uperior landlord who hed had nothing to do with the
letting of the premises that he should ligble if they were
found to be made use of by these women again. By this
dause the onus of taking can that the premises are not
usd in thisway is thrown upon the immediate landlord
ingtead of upon the ultimate landlord, or if the immediate
landlord is absent upon hisattorney or agent.

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR — Supposing a
company buy a house and it comes under this section,
whom would you put in for hard labour, the chairman or
the secretary?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY —The Seoretary; he is
dwaysregidered a the Regisrar Generd's Office

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—BUt he would
sy hewasnot theland ord, and hewould not be.

The CoLoNAL TREASURER—There was acaee @ the
Pdlice Court the other day and the secretary was
summoned and hedid not raiseany objectiontoit.

His ExceLLENCY the GOVERNOR—BUL hereyou have
acrimind offence You have to get someone to do hard
labour, and wewant to know whoisto doiit, (Laughter.)

The CoLoNAL TREASURER—IN the case | mentioned
the secretary gppeared and wasfined.

The CoLoNAL SECRETARY — He was fined as
secretary and not as Shdton Hooper. The Secretary is
aways accepted intheregidration of houses

His ExceLLency the GovERNOR — It is quite
conceivable three or four men might form themselves
into a combination for the working of these brothdsin
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order to evadethis provison.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY sad thet it was provided
in Ordinance 13 of 1883 that in the case of a company
the secretary or manager should be the repongible party,
and there had been no difficulty experienced in the
working of the Ordinance,

It was ultimetely agread to ddete dl reference to the
mortgeges, and to add dfter the words "atormey or
agent” in the firg paragrgph of the dause the words, "or
in the case of a corporation or company which is the
immediate landlord the secretary or manager thereof for
the time baing" the words "or secretary or manager” to
aso follow the words "atorney or agent” in the second
peragraph.

It was decided toinsart thefollowing new dauseto be
numbered dlause 6. —

Upon complaint made to a Magidrate by such
landiord or atorney or agent or secretary or manager s
is in the preceding section mentioned to the effect that
any premises, the use of which as a lodging house for
proditutes or disorderly persons, or asabrothd, hasbeen
disoontinued under the provisons of section 4 of this
Ordinance, are again in use as a lodging house for
proditutes or disorderly persons or as a brothd, the
Magidrate may, if he thinks fit, meke an order which
shdl be recognized and given effect to in any procesding
in any Court in this Colony, absolutely putting an end to
any exiding tenancy of such premises as of the dete of
such order, and thereupon any tenancy o put an end to
shdl absolutdy cesse and determine on such date for dll
purposes, and any occupier or tenant of such premises
may theresfter be trested by such landlord or attorney or
agent or secrelary or manager &s a trespassr on such
premises

TheBill wasthen Ieftin committes

HISEXCELLENCY MAKESA FURTHER
EXPLANATION.

His ExceLLency —Before the Coundil adjournsthere
isametter | wish to mention with regard to the question
of Beaconsfidd. The Hon. Mr. Whitehead made some
obsarvation and put aquestion to mefor my ruling asto
one of the honourable members, theHon. Mr. Bdlilios,
having voted at the Finance Committee meeting in a
metter in which hewasinterested. It goeswithout saying,
and | have no hesitation in saying, that amember ought
not to vote on any question in which he has afinancia
interest. | do not know whether Mr. Bdlilioshed actudly
afinancid interest in this matter, because he had been
paid the money, and whether the Council gpproved or
not hehad no other interest inthe proceedings. | believe
from the Colonial Secretary, who has spoken to me
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upon this matter, thet the vote which was before the
Fnance Committee induded vaious items upon
which the honourable gentleman would be perfectly
judtifiedin vating. (TheHon. E. R. BELILIOS. Hear,
hear.) Thereis only one other matter which struck me
a themoment the Hon. Mr. Whiteheed was spesking,
and it was a matter which in my explanation of my
own action as regarded "Bescondfidd’ | overlooked.
| think the honourable gentleman made use of the
word "smuggled” a word which | am sure on
congderation he will regret having made use of.
When thisoffida minute came before meit had been
sgned by the Coonid Secretary and the Colonid
Tresaurer and | Sgned it as a matter of course. | am
quite sure neither the Colonid Tressurer nor the
Colonid Secretary would smuggdle ether this or any
metter before the Finance Committee or the Coundil.
| was rather anxious | should have the opportunity of
informing the Council how this matter sood. A great
many obsarvations had been made, and it was wel
that sometime or ather my own reasonsfor the action

| hed taken should be gated in the only placein which
they could be stated—in this Council Chamber. The
Coundil will now adiourn urtil Wednesday next at
three o'dock, when | hopeto lay the estimates on the
teble

The Coundil then adjourned.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Finance Committee was
subsequently held under the charmanship of the
Colonid Secrdary. The following votes were agreed
to—

A Sum of Two thousand and One hundred Dallars
for the purchase of the dld ste of the Tung Wa
Hospitd Mortuary a Kennedy-town.

A sum of Ten thousand and Eight hundred Dallars
in ad of the vote for "Scavenging the City, Villages
and, Hill Didrict.”

A sum of FRve thousand Dallars to defray the cost
of the"Pokfulam Conduit Roed.”

Thiswasdl thebusness




