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6HMARCH, 1900.

PRESENT:—

His ExceLLency the Governor (Sr Henry
BLAKE, GCM.G)).

His Excellency Mgor-Gengd  GASCOIGNE,
C.M.G. (Commeanding the Troops).

The Hon. FE H. May, CM.G. (Acting Colonid
Seoretary).

Hon. W. MeicH Goobman (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Madter).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works).

Hon. C. P CHateRr, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios, CM.G.

Hon. We A Y uk.

Hon. A. W. BRewIN.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Mr. R. F Jonnston (Acting Clerk of Councils).
PAPER.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SECRETARY laid on the table
the report of the Superintendent of Victoria Gaol for

1890.
ANANCIAL.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SecreTARY laid on the table
Fnancid MinutesNos. 7 and 8, and moved thet they
be referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TReasurRer seconded, and the
motion wascaried.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SEcreTARY brought up the
report of Finance Committee (No. 1) and moved its
adoption.

The CoLoniaL TrReasurRER ssconded and  the

motion wascaried.
QUESTIONS

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD had given notice of
thefollowing question.—

(L)Will the Honourable the Acting Colonid
Secretary inform the Council whether any report was
mede by the lae Acting Attomey Generd on
Ordinance No. 40 of 1899, entitled " An Ordinanceto
provide for the Summoning of Chinese before the
Regigrar Generd,” and on my Protest in connection
with the sad Ordinance and if s, will the
Government lay acopy of such reports on the table,
andif not, why not?

(2)Will the Honourable the Director of Public
Works inform the Council whether it is ill the
intention of the Government to carry out the origind
plans for the improvement of the grounds in the
Wong-Ne-Chong Valey by diverting the course of
the sream and completing thefilling in and levelling
of the Bowrington end S0 as to make one recreation
ground extending from Sde to Sde of the Valey, and
if not, what are the reasons for further ddaying the

completion of thework?

The Director oF PusLic Works replied to the
second question as follows—Beyond the objects
and reasons for the Bill as printed, no report of the
Laosofficescan belaid on thetable, such reportsand
minutes being confidentia.

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTARY replied to the
firgt question as follows—It was found necessary to
posipone this work for a time, owing to other more
pressng daims. If funds are available a vote will be
submitted to the Council for the work this year; the

work hasnot been logt Sght of.
NATURALISATION.

A Bill entitled an Ordinance for the naturdisation
of Caoitalino Joao Xavier, and a Bill entitled an
Ordinance for the naturdisation of Foo Sk, alias
Foo Yik Pang, werereed afirg time.

The Bill etitted An Ordinance for the
Naturdisation of Wan Kam Taung, dias Wan Tang
Kai, diasWan Ming Kgp, was reed asecond time.

The Bill passad through the committee stage, and

wasreed athird time and passed.
THE POST OFHCE ORDINANCE

The Acting ATTORNEY-GENERAL — | have the
honour to move the second reeding of a Bill entitled
an Ordinance to further amend the Pogt Office
Ordinance, 1887. Since the Bill was read afirg time
| have had the opportunity of consdering it more
fully, and | have come to the condusion thet the
second section asit gandsin the Bill is unnecessary,
because it gppears that the Governor dready hes
power to make regulations for the performance of
the duties of any Government officer. But there was
another matter whichwasnot put inthe Bill asread a
firgt time and which | consider should have been put
in, and when the Bill is in committee | shdl move
the subdtitution of a differently worded section for
section 2. The section which | propose to subditute
provides a remedy for cases where persons open
unpaid or insuffidently paid correspondence and
then, having seen what they require, hand it beck,
saying they won't haveit or pay for it, and it provides
a remedy againg people who send unpad letters
which arerefused and returned. Sub-sections4 and 5
of section 3 have been in force for some timein the
Straits Settlements. When this Bill is passed the law
of the colony in this regpect will be precisdy the
same & in the Srats Sdtlements, except in one
paticular.

The Acting CoLoniAL SEcreTARY seconded and
the motion was carried.

The Council went into Committee to condder the
Bill clause by clause.—The following



section was ubdtituted for dause 22— "In dl casesin
which dther no podage or inaufficient posage on
correspondence shdl have been paid by the sender
double such postage or double the deficiency in such
posage shdl be pad by the peson to whom the
correspondence s addressed on the de.ivery fhereof
to him; but if the correspondence be refused or the party
to whom it is addressed shdl be dead, or cannot be
found, the writer or sender shdl pay double such
pogtage or double the deficiency of postage Any sum
of money payable under the provisons of this section
may be recovered at the ait of the Pogmagter Generd.”

TheBill passad through the committee stage and the
Coundil resumed.

THEPUBLIC HEALTH ORDINANCE

The AttornEY GEneraL—] have the honour to move
the second reading of the Bill, entitled an Ordinance to
further amend the Public Hedlth Ordinance, 1837. This
is a very short Bill and contains only two dauses
Taking dause 3 firg | would point out that the only
difference between that dause and the law asit isat the
present time is thet it will enable such to be brought by
the Medicd Officer of Hedlth or by such other officid
as the Board might see fit to depute. At present this can
only be done by the Secretary of the Board under
Section 84. The reason of that dteration isthis when a
public officid, such as the Secretary of the Board,
atends court he is adle to conduct the case in person
because he is the proscecutor; but if any other officid
went down he might be objected to on the ground that
he was not the prosecutor. As regards section 2 for the
inditution of proceedings agand ay person
contravening any byelaw made under Section 13 of No.
24 of 1887 without the previous issue by the Sanitary
Board of any natice to the offender. This is necessary,
for dthough notice of wha is required to be done
should properly be given in cases of nuisances under
Section 18. it is absurd to acquire thisin cases of anin
fringement of the byelaw rdating to !imea-washing.
The offender knows perfectly well what is required of
him, namdly to whitewash his premises. To require a
notice to be sarved to tdl him what to do in order to
comply with the law isto reguire an enormous waste of
energy and to prevent the enforcement of the lav. The
result of reguiring notice is that not one in seven of the
houses which reguire to be white-washed comply with
the law within the proper time, and then the owners do
not obey the law until a formd notice is served upon
them.

The Acring CoLoNIAL SEcrRETARY Seconded.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Ka— rise to offer my strongest
opposition to this Bill. | am not so much opposad to
section 3, but as regards section 2 it will, if passed,
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wrought much hardship on the generd community of
Hongkong and especidly on the Chinee. It is well-
known to everybody that there are no laws in this
Colony more complicated and difficult to undergtand
and remember than the laws rdding to sanitation and
building. The more S0 Snce alarge number of byelaws
have been madeto carry out the provisons of the Public
Hedth Ordinance—in itsdf aformidable Ordinance for
anyone to undersgand. There mugt be alarge number of
people who do not comply with the law, though quite
unintentiondly. They do not know they are doing
wrong, and the object of giving them naticeisto remind
them that they have to do certain things to comply with
the law. Of course | am quite willing to admit the
generd principle that ignorance of the law isno excuse,
but law-giversin any country do not care to harrass the
people unnecessarily, and ample warning is generdly
given. Section 2 has been introduced because there was
somededay in carrying out certain bye-laws made under
sction 13 of the Public Hedth Ordinance. Under that
section the Sanitary Board have power to meke, and,
when made to dter, amend, or revoke by-laws with
regard to the proper condruction. trgpping, vertilaing,
and mantenance of private housedrains, ec, the
provison and proper condruction of dugt boxes in
private premises, etc. Section 29 of the present Bill said:
—"Notwithgtanding the provisons of section 19 of the
Public Hedlth Ordinance. 1887 (No. 24 of 1887), it sl
be lanful for the Sanitary Board, in its discretion, to
inditute summary proceadings before a Magidrae
agang any person contravening any byelaw duly
mede under section 13 of each Ordinance, without
previoudy issuing a natice to the offender stating what
is required to be done to carry out the provisonsof such
bye-law. and upon conviction for a contravention of any
such bye-law the Magistrate may impose a pendty not
exceading twenty-five dollars” | took pat in the
discusson when section 19 was before the Council, and
weadl unanimoudy agreed that we could and should get
the Chinese and the generd public to comply with the
law with alittle trouble, without any prosecution. | think
we should continue to give the natices, and then if the
notices are without effect the maximum punishment
should beinflicted. A reasonable notice, say of 48 hours
as regards lime-washing, is dl that is reguired, but as
regards the condruction of drains a longer notice is of
COUrse Necessary.

The Hon. E. R. BeLiLiosendorsed the sentiments of
theHon. Dr. HoKal.

The AcTinG CoLonNIAL SEcreTARY—I think the
honourable member opposite is under a
misapprehension. Thewhoale pith of hisremarkswould
seem to show that he thinks the tenants will haveto
lime-wash, whereas it isthe landlords. He hastold us
thet thereisno necessity for giving noticein connection



with the byelaw 8 made under sub-section 13 asto
the proper condruction, eic., of house drains. Thee
arethings, hetdls us, that everybody ought to know.
| ask, isit agreat ded to ask of the landlords of the
colony to bear in mind the particular months within
which they have to have their premises white-
washed?

TheHon. Dr. HoKai said thet the Acting Colonid
Secretary had misquoted him. He sad jugt the
opposite

The Acting CoLoNIAL SecreTARY—] must have
misunderstoad the hon. member. If it was aquestion
of tenants there might be something in what the
honourable member had sad, but where it is a
question of landlords | fal to see the force of his
remarks, and | would further point out thet thelaw as
it dands is utterly aosurd. This section 13 refers to
vaious mates induding such things as the
prevention of the manufacture or sdes of unsound,
adulterated, or unwholesome food. If an Ingpector
finds some rotten meet in the market is heto give a
man seven days natice to destroy it? Then again. it
indudes the manufacture and sde of poisonsand the
sde of unsound and adulterated drugs, dso the
notifying of infectious diseeses. If a men fals to
report a caxe of plague the Sanitary Board cannot
under the law asit stands successfully praosecute until
they have given seven days notice. | say seven days
notice because the Board have consulted the law
officers of the Crown and have been advised that
reasonable notice means a lesst seven days notice,
The honourable member seams to think thet 24
hours natice would be sufficient for white-washing,
but the Board has been advisad to the contrary, and
indl casesthe Board has been obliged to give seven
days notice The reault is thet & the beginning of
evary limewashing season the Board is careful to
give natice reminding landlords that it is their duty
within a given time to have ther premises lime-
washed. Then the ingpectors go round and report thet
such and such houses have not been lime-washed.
Then the Board have to issue notices, under section
19, ad if thee have no effect the prosecution
folows | can assure the Councl that as the law
dands it is utterly impossble to cary the lime
washing regulaions out. The Boad do not
recommend an dteration of the law without good
reason. If they could, without amending the law, they
would gladly do so; but things have come to a
deadlock, and that isthe resson why the Board asked
the Government to inditute thislegidation.

On the moation for the second reeding being put to
the vote it was carried. though the Hon. Dr. Ho Kal.
the Hon. Wei A Yuk, the Hon. C. P, Chater, and the
Hon. E. R. Bdliliosvoted againg.

The Bill was then considered at some length in
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committee The Attorney Gened had
recommended that the secretary of the Sanitary
Board, or such other officer asthe Board may depute,
should inditute summary procesdings before a
Magidrate, but on His Excdlency's suggedion, it
was decided to add a proviso to the effect that any
person so deputed should firgt obtain the sanction of
the Medica Officer of Hedth or the Secretary before
indituting such proceedings

The Bill passd through the committee and the

coundil resumed.
CERTIHCATESFOR CHINESE.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL proposed and the AcTing
CoLoNIAL SecreTaRy seconded amation to the effect
that the Bill entitled an Ordinance to authorize the
impaostion of fees for the issue by the Government
of Hongkong of certan cetificates to catan
Chinese beread asecond time.

This was caried and the Bill was then taken

though the committee stage.
THEEXTENSON TO TUNG WA HOSPITAL.

The ATTorRNEY-GENERAL, In moving the second
reading of the Bill entitted an Ordinance for the
establishment of aHogpita for infectious diseasesin
connection with the Tung Wa Hogpitd, explained
thet the Bill provided that the authorities of the Tung
WaHogpitd should have Smilar powers with regard
to the new branch hospitd for infectious diseases as
they dready possessad as regards the present Tung
Wa Hogoitd, and should have dso dmilar
reyponghiliies The Bill dso provided tha the
Government should be indemnified from any dam
mede agang them in respect of the erection and
maintenance of the infectious diseases branch of the
Hospitd. He did not anticipate that any such daim
would be meade, but it was well to confer the power
of giving the indemnity which the Hospitd
authoritieswerewilling to giveif ableto do so.

The Coundil adjourned until Thursday.

MEETING OF THEHNANCE COMMITTEE

A mesting of the Finance Committee was held
after the Council Meding, the Acting Colonid
Secretary presding, when the following votes were
agreedto—

A sum of $3,660, being compensation to the
Dary Farm Company, Limited, for the loss of
certain cattleat " Sassoon's Villa"

A sum of $1,000 to meet the expenditure for
extending the telgphonelinein the New Territory.

The CHAIRMAN explained as to the fird vote
that some cattle were accidentaly burned to degth
while the shed was being disnfected by an officer of
the Sanitary Board, and as to the second thet the line
wastorunto Starine Inlet.

Thisweasdll thebusness




