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11TH MARCH, 1900.

PrRESENT—

His ExceLency the Acming Governor (Mgor-
Generd Gascoigng, C.M.G., Officer Commanding the

Troops).

The Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Acring Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. W. MecH Goobman (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works).

Hon. A. W. BRewiN.

Hon. H. C. NicoLLE.

Hon. C. R CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Acting Clerk of Councils).
TAKING THE OATH.

The Acting CoLoNAL SecreTARY and the Hon, AL W.
Brewin took the oath.

FINANCIAL.

The Acring CoLoniAL SecreTARy brought out the
report of the report of the Finance Committee, No 6,
and moved its adoption.

The Acring CoLoniaL TREASURER seconded, and the
motion wascaried.

THE BELILIOSREFORMATORY.

The Hon. C. P. Chater—In the dosence of the
honourable member for the Chamber of Commerce, |
beg to ask the quedions ganding in his name. The
guesionsare—

(1) Does the Government, in view of the fact that a
large area of recently cut soil is exposad dl round the
building, condder it sife to send boysinto the "Bdlilios
Reformatory” a Causeway Bay a any time within the
next two years?

(2) Will the Government before sending any boys
into the Reformatory obtain adetailed medicd report as
to the sanitary condition of the surroundings of the
Reformatory?

The AcTine CoLoNIAL SEcReTARY—In answer to the
firg point of the question, | haveto gateit isnot the case
that alarge areaof recently cut soil isexposed dl round
the building. The site on which the Reformatory stands
was cut years ago and no soil has been cut to speak of
within the last 18 months. In answer to the second part
of the question, | have to state that undoubtedly the
Government before placing boysin the Reformatory
will obtain amedical report as to the fitness of the
Ingtitution for their reception. | would liketo add, s,
that asfar as can be humanly foreseen the siteis not
likely to be a feverish one, for the buildings



occupied by Europeans in the immediate vicinity are
free from fever, and moreover | am informed by the
architect thet the workmen who have been engaged in
erecting the building have not suffered from fever,
which is a very hopeful dgn. It has been generdly
found that when a building is going to be feverish the
workmen engaged onit are subject to fever.

RECTIFYING A MISTAKE.

On the moation of the ATtorNEY-GENERAL. Seconded
by the ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY, the
following Bill wes reed afirst time— A Bill entitled
An Ordinance to vdidate and legdize the proceadings
of the Legidative Council of this Colony during the
time that Mr. Arthur Winbolt Brewin illegdly st asa
member of such Coundil, under an invaid provisond
gopointmert.

The AtTornEY-GENERAL propased the suspension of
the ganding orders He considered thet it would be a
pity they should have to meet two or threetimesto pass
this Bill, which had been rendered necessary by a
technical mistake.

The Acring CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded and the
motion was caried.

The AttorneEY-GenerAL then proposed the second
reading of the Bill. He observed thet he did not know
that it was necessary to add anything to the " objects and
reesons' a the foot of the Bill, which set out the history
of the migake which had rendered the Bill necessary.
The"objectsand reasons’ were—

"By the Royd Indructions in force in this colony.
Her Mgedy dedlared it to be Her pleasure thet the
Legidative Council of the colony should condst of the
Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor (if any), the Senior
Military Officer, for the time being in command of Her
Mgesty's Regular Troopswithin the colony, the persons
for the time being lawfully discharging the functions of
Colonid Secretary, Attorney-Generd, and Treasurer of
the colony, and such other personsholding officesin the
colony, and not exceeding three in number a any one
time, as a the time of the receipt of such Ingtructionsin
the colony, were Officid Members of the said Council
or as Her Mgesty might from time to time appoint by
any Indructions or Warrants under Her Sign Manud
and Signet, and that dl such persons should be syled
Official Membersof the Legidative Council, and further
of cetan Unofficial Menbers not exceading Sx in
number as more paticulaly st forth in such
Indructions.

"It was a0 further declared by such ingructions that
if any Member of the Legidative Coundil, not holding
one of the offices above named, should die, or become
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incgpable, or be suspended or removed from his seet in
the Council, or be absent from the colony, or if he
should resign by writing under his hand, or if his seat
should become vacat, the Governor might, by an
ingtrument under the public sedl of the colony appaint in
his place a fit person, to be provisondly a Member of
the said Counil.

"In pursuance of Her Mgesty's warrant, dated 11th
May, 1895, Mr. May wasin 1896 svorn and admitted
to bean Officid Member of the said Coundil for solong
as he should hold his office of Captain Superintendent
of Policeof the Calony.

"Mr. Lockhart, the Colonia Secretary having |eft the
colony on leave of dbsence, Mr, May was, on the Sth
February, 1900, gppointed Acting Colonid Secretary
and, thereupon, as being "the person lanfully
discharging the functions of Colonid Secretary” he
became ex officio a Member of the Legidative Council
It ssemsto have been erroneoudy assumed thet the seet
he held in pursuance of the Queen's Warrant thereupon
became vacant without any formd resignetion thereof
by Mr. May, and the Governar, accordingly, on the 9th
February, 1900, provisiondly appointed Mr. Brewin to
be an Officid Member of the Legidative Coundil to fill
the supposad vacant set.

"It now appears that the proper course would have
been for Mr. May to have "resigned by writing under
hishand" the seat hehdd in pursuiance of Her Mgesty's
Warrant, and thus to have rendered the seet legdly
vecant. This course has now been adopted. It is
however, both expedient and necessary to vdidate and
legdize dl the proceedings of the Legidative Council
while Mr. Brewin wasillegdly stting under the invaid
provisond appointment.”

Continuing, the ATtornEy-GeneraL said he wias not
conaulted in the matter. It was supposed thet the
ordinary course had been taken, but a dip was made.
When the mistake was discovered it was thought best to
correct the matter by bringing in this Bill, which would
prevent any one objecting to anything done by the
Council while Mr. Brewin had been stting. Asfar ashe
was aware, on no occason during the period hed any
motion been carried or log by one vote only. Therefore,
whether Mr. Brewin had been sitting or not would have
mede no difference asto theresults

The Acring CoLoniAL SecreTARY seconded and the
motion was carried.

The Bill then passed the committee gage and was
ubsequently reed athird time and passed.

The Council adjourned sinedie.




