(7))

STHAPRIL, 1900.

PreEsENT—

His ExceLLency Mgor-Generd Gascoighge, CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

The Hon. E H. Mav, CM.G. (Acting Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. W. MecH Goobman (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works).

Hon. A. W. BrewIN.

Hon. H. C. NicoLLE.

Hon. C. P Crater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Mr. R. . Jornston (Acting Clerk of Councils).
THEACTING GOVERNOR.

H.E. the MaxorR-GenerAL, in taking the chair in the
absence of the Governor, said—Gentlemen, before we
begin the business, | should jugt like to say few words
Of course predding at these medtings iswork which is
quite new to me. At the same time, as | fed that | am
surrounded by redly persond friends, | know that any
shortcomings of mine will be received with the utmogt
congderation. | can only say this, that | have but one
desire, and that isto act Sngle-mindedly for the benefit
of the colony in which | have spent 18 of the happiest
months in my life, and in which | have made a great
number of dear friends (Applause)

THENEW TERRITORY.

The Acting CoLoNiAL SecreTARY laid on the table a
report on the New Territory during the firg year of
British Adminigtration.

ANANCIAL.

The Acming CoLoniAL SecreTaRy laid on the table
Fnancid Minute No. 14 and moved that it be referred
to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniaL TreasURER Seconded and the moation
wascaried.

The Actine CoLoniAL SecreTary brought up the
report of the Finance Committee (No. 5) and moved its
adoption

The CoLoNiAL TREASURER Seconded.

THE WAGESQUESTION.

TheHon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—SIT, beforethat report is
adopted by this Coundil | should like it to be dearly
understood thet the unofficid members asked the
Government to gpply to the Secretary of Sate for a
committee to enquire into "dl applications' for
increases of sdlaries which had not been sanctioned.
The reply to the tdegram limits the enquiry to

"subordinate officers” | think, g, that there should be
no misunderganding, and that dl applications for
increases of sdlaries should be put before the committee
gpopointed by His Excdlency Sr Henry Blake. The
increasad cogt of living and the necessaries of life,
affects the junior officers of the avil sarvice | think,
more keenly than perhaps the heads, and | hope dl
applications will be put before and consdered by the
committee.

The Acting CoLoNiAL SecreTARy—I N these metters |
think it is very desrable to be drictly accurate. The
telegram sent to the Secretary of State at the request of
the unofficid members of the Coundil did not ask that
al agpplications for increesss of sdaries should be
referred to the committee It asked that "dl other
gpplications’ should be referred to the committee. The
Secretary of State having dreedy granted two sets of
gpplications for increases—one made by what | may
cdl the superior officers of the service and the other by
the mgority of the Chinee employees of the
Government—granted only the appointment of a
committee to enquire into wha | may cdl the
intermediate section, thet is the subordinate offidds
and that is dl that the committee which has been
gopointed or which can be agppointed (unless the
Secretary of Sate's ingructions are varied) can enquire
into. To do what the honourable member askswould be,
firdly, to do something other than what he asked the
Secretary of State to do and would dso be to act
contrary to the ingructions of the Secretary of Sate.

His ExceLLency asked Mr. Whiteheed to repeat his
obsarvation, ashedid not quite gragpiit.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—The tdlegram which
the unofficid members asked the Government to send
to the Secretary of State, according to my recollection,
was that "dl gpplications’ for increases of sdaies
should be referred to the committee. | do not remember
thet the word "other” was incdluded in the tdlegram. We
were desrous that judice should be done to dl
members of the civil sarvice who have applied for
increases of sdaries. because if the heads are to receive
increeses and the others are to be left out in the cold |
should have voted very differently from what | did in
the Finance Committeg, and would have srenuoudy
opposed any increese urttil al had been fairly treated.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Kai—The senior unofficid
member hasacopy of thetelegram.

TheHon. C. P. CHaTerR—If my memory serves me
right, | think the statement made by the Honourable
Acting Colonial Secretary is correct, and that it was
requested that the words " all other gpplications' should
be inserted in the telegram. An exact copy of the



tdegram aranged by the unofficd members was
handed to the Governor and sent home, and if | am right
it sad"dl other applications.”

The Actine ColoniaL Secretary — | think the
discusson would be curtailed if the honourable member
would gate whether he desiresthe committeeto re-open
the quedtion of the sdlaries which have dready been
increased by the Secretary of Sate?

TheHon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—Certainly not.

The Acting CoLoniaL Secretary—Then | think he
has dl he has asked for. The commiittee cannot enquire
into the sdlary of the Chief Jugtice or Puisne Judge, for
ingance, Smply because these officars are not to be
regarded as subordinate officers. | think the committee
have got everything they asked for, seeing that they can
enquireinto every single sdary in the service other then
thase which have been incressed by the Secretary of
Sate and other than those which are cbvioudy sdlaries
of superior officersor Chinee slaries

TheHon. T. H. WHiteneap—If that isredly s0 | am
quite sdidfied, s0 long as it is made dear that dl
goplicationswill be consdered.

His Excdlency the MAoR-GENERAL—YES, it isdear.
| could not quite see where the difficulty lay.

The motion was passed.
THE REFORMATORY AT CAUSEWAY BAY.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD gave notice of the
following question—"Does the Governmert, in view
of thefact that alarge areaof recently out soil isexposed
al round the building, consider it safe to send boysinto
the "Bédlilios Reformatory” a Causaway Bay a any
time within the next two years? Will the Government
before sending any boys into the Reformatory obtain a
detailed medicd report as to the sanitary condition of
the surroundings of the Reformatory?'

THE PRICE OF FOOD STUFFS

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeHeab—Pursuant to notice | rise
to move the resdlution sanding in my name, which
reads as follows—"That a Committee be appointed to
enquire into the continuous rise in the market prices of
mog necessaries of life, such as medt, fish, and garden
produce, and to report” The facts as daed in the
petition presented to the Coundl a the last mesting
spesk for themsdves The 152 ladies who Sgned that
petition desarve every credit for their good work. The
evil dedt with in the petition undoubtedly exigts, and it
isagrowing one. Every oneis practicdly aware of the
fact. All applications for increases of daries are very
largely based on the recent continuous increase in the
cog of the necessaries of life It is dedreble in the
interests of the Government and the community that a
thorough enquiry should be made and a remedy found
if possble

The Hon. J. J. Keswick—Sir. | have much pleasure
in seconding that resolution. 1t seemsto me thet if there
is any ground for the Saement tha illegitimae
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influences are brought to bear to kegp up the prices of
the commodities refered to in the resdlution a
commission would be the best means of finding it out,
and should it be discovered that any such improper
influences did exis then | think they should be put a
dopto.

The Acting CoLoNIAL SecreTary—Sir, | amnot quite
der whether the honourable member means a
committee of this Council or not.

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeneap—No, not acommittee of
this Council, but of gentlemen outside this Coundil, and
| would suggest the names of Dr. Hartigan, Mr. F
Maitland, Mr. A. M. Marshdl, Mr. E. Osborne, and Mr.
J J Fands QC. All theee are men of lengthened
experience in the colony and are sound, good, and
energetic busness men.

On the motion beng put to the meding His
Excetency dedaed it caried, only the Colonid
Tressurer and theHon. H. C. Nicollevoting againg.

The AttorNEY-GENeEraL—T his committee will have
to be gppointed by the Governor. Would it not be
advissbleto leave out the names?

The Hon. T. H. WHiteneao—! am quiite willing to
leavethe matter in His Excdlency'shands.

The AttorNeY-GeNeraL—Perhaps that would be the
wiser course | suppoe you medy suggest the
gentlemen you mention as suitable to gt on the
commisson?

The Hon. T. H. WHiteHeab—I merdy put them
forward asasuggestion.

His Exca.Lency— may say that | am quitein favour
of the resolution, and shdl be glad to consder the
names submitted by the honourable member.

The ATTorRNEY-GENERAL — | underdand  the
honourable member to move the resolution as it Sands
here and that the names are merdly suggested.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—YeS, | merdy suggest
them.
THEARMSBILL.

The AttorNeY-GeneraL proposed the third reading
of the Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend and
conlidate the law rdaing to the cariage and
possesson of ams

The AcTing CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded.

The Hon. C. P Crarer—Your Excdlency, may | be
permitted to make a remak. | was told that the
honourablethe Attorney-Generd was going to have this
Bill re-committed to put in another exemption—thet is
to sy, the members of the Rifle Asodation. |
understood that the Chief Justice had spoken to the
Attorney-Generd, and that it wes arranged that this
exemption should be put into the Bill before it passed
thethird reading.



The ATTorNEY-GeENEraL—T he honourable member
is correct in pat of what he dates | have had a
communication from the Chief judtice on the subject,
but | explained to him that the Government were not in
aposit on to accede to the request. | pointed out a the
same time that the members of the Rifle Assodiation
who were dther gpedid jurors judtices, Volunteers men
inthe Navd. Military, or Civil Sarvices of the Crown or
any other dass which came within the definition of
exempted persons. would be exempt from requiring
licenses The only hardship entalled upon any
gentleman will be that any gentleman who is not a
Volunteer or who is not exempted in any other way will
have to write a letter, which will only take a minute or
two, to the Captain Superintendent of Police, gating that
heisamember of the Assodiation, giving hisname, and
asking that a license shdl be granted to him, and | am
quite sure the Captain Superintendent will grant a
license to any suitable person. At the same time | may
point out that at the present moment in England—you
will find it in this year's edition of "Whitaker"— either
you or |, or any other member of this Coundil if in
England, would have to take out alicense and pay 10/-
for it if he wished to carry a revolver or gun; S0 that
really aman isbetter off herethan in England. Heredl a
man has to do is to gpply for alicense, and if heisa
quitable person he will be granted one and will have no
feeat dl topay

The Hon T. H. WHiTeHeab— beg to move that the
Bill be re-committed for the purpose of adding adause
postponing for sx monthsfrom this deteits coming into
operation. The European importers have a condderable
number of contracts ill outdanding. Thee were
entered into months ago, and many of them will not be
completed for six or eight, or ten or twelve months. The
fee has been increased from $10 to $1,200, and if this
very large increese in the feeis brought into operation a
once many of the Chinese dederswill be unableto pay
it. These deders have entered into contracts with the
European importers, and if this new law is suddenly
brought into force they will very likdy be unable to
perform their contracts, they may be compdled to
repudiate them, and in that case the European importers
will be saddled with arms and ammunition on which
they might suffer very heavy loss. One importer came
into my office this morning and showed me abundle of
contracts entered into within the lagt three or four
months, and these contracts run on for ancther yeer. If
this large fee is to be levied a once | am aure thet the
Chinese deders will be unable to fulfil their contracts. |
submit it is unnecessary to bring the Bill into operation
until sx months hence.

The Attorney-General—! would like to point out
that sub-section 2 of section 11 says —"No person,
who at the date of the commencement of this Ordinance
poseses a vaid and unex:ired license for
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importing or dedling in ams, need take out a new
license under this Ordinance until the expiration of his
current license" Therefore, dl these dedlers who et the
present time have licenseswill not haveto take out fresh
licenses until their present licenses expire. Then this is
not a Bill which has been hurried through the Council.
This Bill was before the Council three or four months
ago. (The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeAD: Fve years) | think
thet the latter part of last November counsd was heard
upon it, and then about the 10th Jauary a
memorandum from the Chamber of Commerce wes
recaived. The Bill has been before the public a long
time, S0 that though dedlers might suppose there would
be some amendmentsin it—asindeed there were—they
had no right to assume that the license fee would be
dtered. It is impossible to pass an Act of this kind
without pressing hardly perhaps on a few persons to
begin with, but there is no substantia reason | believe
why it should be postponed any further. Deders have
the benefit of ther current licenses and they have hed
severd months notice

The Hon. DR. Ho Kai—I| second the motion
propased by my honourable friend the representative of
the Chamber of Commerce. The Chinee deders
dthough they knew this Bill in one form or ancther hed
been hanging about for the lagt five years, could not tell
whether cartain sections might not be materidly dtered;
and now it has become law | think afew months, grace
should be given. As regards the present licenses, |
happen to know thet the licenses of severd firms
expired before this Bill was passed, and they were
granted temporary licenses from month to month. The
licenses of the mgjority will terminatein amonth or two.
| think the request of the honourable member is a
reasonable one, and | do hope that the Government will
be as lenient as possible with these deders They are
tradersjud in the same sanding as any others, and there
is no resson why any law should press hardly upon
them.

His ExceLLency— am drad in legidation of this
kind somebody must be hard hit. | confess that
persondly | am againg the amendment. | think the
measure should be pressed foward in every posshle
way. It is not asiif it had been sprung upon you. It has
been to my knowledge a great ded discussed, and
though | regret exceadingly if anybody is hard hit by it,
yet a the same time persondly | cannot agree with the
amendment. | think it isvery important thet the measure
should be pressed forward.

On the amendment being put to the vote it was log,
five voting for and seven againg. Those who voted for
wereMesss We A Yuk, Keswick, Belilios, Whiteheed,
andHoKal.



TheHon. T. H. WHiteneap—! beg to move that the
Bill be re-committed for the purpose of having adause
inserted whereby the fee of $1,200 shdl not be levigble
or payable until the 1t January, 1901. In view of the
expressed wish of dmogt al the unofficid membersin
regard to the last resolution | implorethe Government to
ded asleniently as possble with the Chinese dedersin
ams and ammunition, and to pogtpone the levying of
this very large fee until the 1< of January. next year, 0
asto give them the opportunity of honegtly carrying out
the contracts which they have dready entered into. No
cause has been shown to this Counil for theimmediate
bringing into force of this new law;, and | Sncerely hope
the Government will see their way to postpone urtil the
firgt of January next year the levying of thisvery large if
not exorhitant fee of $1,200.

TheHon. E. R. BeLiLiosseconded.

This amendment was dso log, four voting for and
aght againgt. Those who voted for were Mess. We A
Yuk, Bdlilios, Whiteheed and Ho Kai.

The Bill was then read athird time and passed, eight
voting for the motion and four againg (Messs We A
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Yuk, Bdlilios, Whiteheed, and Ho Ka).

The Council then adjourned snedie.

MEETING OF THE HNANCE
COMMITTEE

A medting of the Finance Committee was hed
immediatdy after the Council medting, the Acting
Colonid Secretary presiding.

The CrairviaN said the Governor recommended the
Council to vote a sum of $240, being an dlowance
granted to Ingpector John Lee, of the Regigtrar Generd's
Department, Lee, had a grest number of years sarvice
and it was proposed to grant him this dlowance partly
for his long sarvice and patly for a knowledge of
Chinee which enabled him to digpense with an
interpreter in the execution of hisduties.

Thevotewasagreed to.

Thiswasal thebusness




