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11+ IJUNE, 1900.

PrRESENT—

His ExcaLency The Acting Governor, Mgor-
Generd Gascoighg, CM.G.

The Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Acting Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. W. MecH Goobman (Attorney-Generd).
Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer).
Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works).
Hon. A. W. BRewiN.

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Acting Clerk of Councils).

PAPERS

The Acting CoLoniAL SecreTARy laid on the table the
following papers—Report of the Acting Posmeadter-
Generd for 1899; report of the Hongkong Volunteer
Corps, report of the Harbour Magter for 1899; and a
statement of water account for the year ended 31t
December, 1899.

ANANCIAL.

The Acrng CooniAL  Secrerary brought  up
Financia Minutes Nos. 27, 28, and 29 and moved thet
they be referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniaL TrReasURER seconded and the motion
was caried.

The Actine CoLoniAL SecreTARY brought up the
report of the Finance Committee (No. 9) and moved its

adoption.

The CoLoniaL TReasURER seconded and the motion
wascaried.

AMENDING THE STANDING ORDERS

The Attorney-GeneraL—I| have the honour to
move—That the Standing Rules and Orders of this
Council mede, in pursuance of Artide XIX. of the
Roya Ingructions of the 19th day of January, 1888, and
dated the 9th day of June, 1890, be amended asfollows:

(@) That No. 34 of the said Rules and Orders be
amended by griking out the words "by the consent of
the Presdent and a mgjority of the Members present,”
and by subdituting, in lieu thereof, the words "if a
moation to that effect is carried by a mgority of votes;
and on such motion the Governor, or the Member
presding, shdl have an origind vote in common with
the other Members of the Council, asa 0 acadting vote
if thevotesshdl beequd .



(b) That No. 41 of the ssid Rules and Orders be
amended by driking out the words "a lesst," and
subdtituting, in lieu thereof, the words "o, in the case of
the Standing Law Committee, in the presence of at least
four Membersthereof.”

(c)) Thet the words following be added to No. 48 of
the said Rules and Orders, viz.—"If any Member of
dther the Law Committee or the Public Works
Committee shdl die, or become incapable of acting, or
be absent from the colony or resign by writing under his
hand, or if from any cause his seet on aether of such
Committees become vacant, the Presdent may, a any
medting of the Coundil, appoint another Member of
Coundl, in his place, to be a Member of such
Committee”

The three Standing Orders afected by this motion
areNos 34, 41 and 48. Asregard. 34, it may be wdl to
point out thet the making of Standing Rules and Orders
is provided for by No. XIX. of the Royd Indruction of
19 Jan,, 1888, which says—"The Legidative Coundil
may from time to time make Sanding Rules and
Orders for the reguldion of ther own proceedings
provided such Rules and Orders be not repugnant to our
Letters Patent or to any other Indructions from Us
under Our Sgn Manud and Signet." Now the previous
dause, viz. XVIII. of the same Royd Indructions
provides that "All questions proposed for debate in the
Legidative Council shall be decided by the mgority of
votes, and the Governor or member presiding shdl have
an origind vote in common with the other Members of
the Coundil, as ds0 a cagting vote, if upon any question
the votes shdl be equd.” Now Standing Order 34 says
— "The Standing Orders of the Council may be
suspended by the conset of the Presdent and a
mgority of the members present—" To require the
consent of the President is apparently not in accordance
with dause XVIII. of the Royd Indructions, and the
Sacretary of Sate has pointed this out and suggested an
amendment. | accordingly propose the amendment in
the terms of the Resolution set forth in the printed notice.
Asregards No. 41 of the Standing Rules and Orders, it
has been found by experience that in a place like
Hongkong it is very likdy one of the members may be
bt & one or more medtings of the Standing
Committee. It is undedrable that the fact that one
member out of five is on some occason unable to
atend should pardyse the action of the remaining
members. It istruethat by No. 50 of the Standing Rules
and Ordersthe Committeeis competent to act if three at
least of its members are presant. But the absence of a
single member prevents the Chairman from being able
to give the certificate mentioned in No. 41 "that the Bill
has been consdered dlause by dause in the presence of
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all the members of such Standing Committee at least.”
Itisdifficult to see the use of the words "d leadt,” for it
could not be conddered by more that all the Standing
Members Accordingly | propose the Amendment
pecified in the printed notice of motion. | cannot see
any evil likdy to result from the amendment, for it will
dill be competent for any member to object to have the
Bill o reported on treated as if reported on by a
Committee of the whole Council, and if any single
member rases tha objection the Bill must be
conddered dause by dause by the whole Coundil in
Committee. Asto 48, this provides for the gppointment
of three ganding Committees at the first medting of the
Council subsequent to 1gt October in eech year, but asit
dands it makes no provison for filling vacandes
occurring during the year. My proposad amendment
remediestha defect, and initswording | have followed
as nearly as may be the verbiage of No. XIV. of the
Royd Indructions deding with Provisond
gppointments of members of Coundil.

The Acting CoLoniaL SecreTary seconded, and the
motion was carried.

HRST READINGS
Thefallowing Bills passed their first redings—

A Bill entitled an Ordinance to further amend the
Magigtrates Ordinance 1890, (No. 10 of 1890).

A Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend the Piars
Ordinance, 1899.

The Coundil adjourned until Monday week.

MEETING OF THE AHNANCE
COMMITTEE.

After the Council megting a mesting of the Finance
Committee was held, the Acting Colonid Secretary
presding.

Thefollowing voteswere agreed to.—

A sum of $1,772.66 to cover the cog of printing the
Draft Code of Civil Procedure for the Supreme Court of
Hongkong. The condderation of the vote for $2,300 in
ad of the vote contribution towards Defence Works
was postponed a the request of the un-officid members
A sum of $16,528 to defray the cogt of the purchase of
armsand other soresfor the Police.

Thiswasadl thebusness




